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Sue Gibson, 1 Cedar Way, e-mail: suegibson_63@hotmail.com

Bobl yn, St



EDITORIAL

At the time of writing the countryside looks absolutely stunning with new
leaves on the trees and hedgerows in every imaginable hue of green and
in many cases topped with blossom. The sun is shining and temperatures

have reached t he |l ow 706s on seve

problem for farmers and gardeners alike is the unseasonably dry weather
with one Southside resident recording just 9% millimetres of rain in March

and 3%millimetres in April (up until Easter Sunday). Irrigation pumps and

watering cans are in constant use and there is no imminent forecast of
rain in sight. Amazingly the cricket season will start on a blazing hot day
not the usual snow/rain/hail storms.

We have escaped the Parish Boundary this month with articles from
distant lands to add interest and variety with a letter from India and a
travel report from Mirain which is to be continued. Thank you ladies.
Talking of far flung places we visited one of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust sites
on the only evening in April when it was open to see the wild Snakeshead
Fritillary. It is thought that these dainty, beautifully marked flowers
number 330,000 in just this one special meadow. A true spectacular well
worth getting lost for!

The Bluebell Day at Thorringtonhall Wood has been brought forward
(See page 13) to April 30th. Sadly there will be no refreshments
available this year as the local church has had to be closed to the public
as the ceiling is unsafe. Fifty percent of the money raised will be going to
the upkeep of the church and they really are going to need a lot of help.
On a brighter note you should still be able to see the bluebells which
appear to have come on earlier this year despite the horrendously cold
winter.

Rural Rumblings is the name of one of the village magazines in Essex. A
brilliant title. Well, there are rumblings going on in Great Bentley. Next
year is the Queends Diamond Jubil
village | have been asked. Well as with all good things they are going to
need to be planned, bookings made, and | daresay funds raised. So
perhaps the question should be, what sort of celebration should we have,
ar e you willing t o hel p and/ or
suggestions.

Thank you to everyone who has sent reports, emails, phoned or spoken to
me on my dogwalks to tell me about the Red Kite which has been seen
fairly regularly in N. E. Essex for several weeks. (Think large bird of prey
with a forked tail). Sadly | stil
have however heard the nightingales this year. Wonderful. (As you will
notice my nature Notes are relegated to the Editorial once again).

Thanks for all the contributions to the text which make my life so much
easier. Happy gardening/ watering/wildlife watching.

Mary Maskell

f
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The Monthly Letter- May 2011

Dear Friends,

When | was a teenager, I remember dancing to the Beat
feed me, whdedmulb 8tm B e k h-fipur segneed impossibly sncient and immeasurably far
away. Now | 6m aboutf borchkl pbrahdayy Pogsygdt time fly w

| enjoyed my teens. The 1960s were a great time to be young. | enjoyed young adulthood and middle age.

Now I &m | ooking forward to enjoying |ife aged 64 and b
to admit to feeling about 90 while recovering from some recent hernia surgery! Nevertheless, | reckon that

the secret to enjoying being whatever age you are is simply to accept it, be relaxed about it and to be

yourself.

I f I 6ve | earned anything useful over the years itos si
The great thing about friends is that you can relax and be yourself with them. Good friends know you and

love you for yourself, warts and all. And because they know you, you can rely on them to have a quiet,
patient and non-j udgement al word with you if you are making an
aware that I have | oads of faults and weaknesses. Ho we
that | tend to get certain things wrong. That way, | can keep a friendly eye on myself and have a quiet word

before | make the same old mistakes again.

Being authentically ourselves is important. God made
pretend to be someone webre not. OQur job is simply to
own unigue potential within us. Jesus Christ told us to love God and love our neighbours AS OURSELVES.
He | oves us and we need to |l earn from him to | ove our :
point in wearing masks and trying to be someone el se.
l oving us for whom we are. They still wondédt be |l oving
That 6s especially true about being a Vicar . Peopl e
preconceptions onto their clergy-but t hereés no point in striving to | i
possibly help other people know that God |l oves them if
myself? 1 &m al ways delighted if somebody tells me, AYo
not Iliving up to their stereotypes. Li ke everybody el s
uni gue creation. So |l etbs enjoy being the genuine arti
With love and prayers for you all,
Bernard.
(Revd Canon Bernard Metcalfe - your Church of England Vicar)
PS. Sixty-four years seems quite a young age by modern British standards. However there are many parts
of the world where average | ife expectancy is well bel
Aid Week begins on Sunday 15™ May. Thank you all so much for your generous support for the work of
Christian Aid in the past and for your ongoing concern. Every home in the parish should soon receive an
envelope for donations. Please use it once again to show your care and compassion for people in need all
over the world.
MOTHERSG® UNI ON
Mrs Jill Evans led us through a short Lenten meditation based on the temptation of Jesus in the desert. On
Thursday May 5th the Revdd Frances Drake wil/l be tellin

Myrtle has asked me to mention the Deanery Mothersé U
Mi c hael 0 sle-Sokénh led pyeFather Jeremy Dowding with Father Philip Johnson as the speaker.
10.30am is the start and it should be finished about 2.00pm. There will be a shared lunch.

May 18th is the Colchester Area Day being he
call.

Jill Earwaker - 01206 824328



CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS IN
GREAT BENTLEY DURING MAY 2011

SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm

BELLRINGING PRACTICE - Every Monday 7.30pm
CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm
BENTLEY BEARS - 1st Wed. each month 2.15pm

SUN.

Mon
Tue

Wed

Thur.

SUN.

Tue

Wed

SUN.

Wed.

Thur
Sat

SUN

Mon

Wed

Thur.

Fri

Sat

SUN

Mon

Holy Communion

Sung Eucharist

No Seekers on Bank Holiday
Standing Committee in the
Vicarage

Holy Communion

Bentley Bears

MU in the Vestry Room

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist for all the Church

Family
Archdeacond
Marybés, Ardl eigh

Holy Communion

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER -

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS

1ST
ST JAMES
8.00am
9.30am
2" 3.30pm
3¢ 7.30pm
4™ 10.00am
2.15pm
5" 2.00pm
8TH
8.00am
9.30am
10" 7.00pm
11™  10.00am
8.00am
9.30am
18"  10.00am
19" 8.00pm
21%  2.00pm
22ND
8.00am
9.30am
11.30am
23 8.00pm
25" 10.00am
26" 7.30pm
27" 9.00am
28" 2.00pm
SUNDAY
8.00pm
9.30pm
11.30am
30" 3.30pm

Holy Communion

Sung Eucharist and Sunday
School

Holy Communion.

PCC in the Vestry Room

May Fair in the Church Grounds

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Holy Communion

Word and Worship Service for all
the Church Family

Public Baptism
Archdeaconos
Paul 6s, Cl acton
Holy Communion

Deanery Synod at Weeley
Magazine Collating in the Vestry
room

Wedding

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER/ ROGATION

Holy Communion

Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
Public Baptism

No Seekers on Bank Holiday

Vi s

{0 GREAT BENTLEY
fa)... METHODIST
i CHURCH

We welcome you to worship with us during May.
Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/ST PHILIP &  The |eaders of worship are set out below:-

May 1° Barbara Fookes

May 8™ Pastor David Bavister, - Baptism
May 15" Rev John Robinson

May 22" Fellowship

May 29" Maddy Whittle

Events in May

Coffee Morning for Flower Festival Flowers.
Friday 6™ May 10am to 12 noon.

Is Vi s Btall@dnd cBnfipetiiohs St .

CAMEO 9" May Pastor David will be showing a film
after our meal. 6.30 start. All welcome.

Adventurers Club  Fridays 7pm to 8.30pm, Subs
£1.50. Children from year 3 upwards are welcome.
Please ring 250087 for more information and to register
your child.

Luncheon Club 3" 17" & 31 May

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be
arranged to help those unable to get to the Methodist
Church.

Edcra wekkothe féllbwing tevents are held at our
Church. Ring these numbers for more information
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431

Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.
For children in school year 3 and older.

Adventurers

We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate
Thursdays. Leader Sue Warder 250713.




ST MARY®S CHURCH
ROTAS FOR WEDDING
MAY 2011 28th May

SI DESPERSONS® S R@yPaul Sargeant

Sunday 1st May
Sidespersons

Intercessions

Sunday 8th May
Sidespersons

Sunday 15th May

Sidespersons
Intercessions

Sunday 22nd May -

Sidespersons

Sunday 29th May

Sidespersons
Intercessions

CLEANING ROTA

7th  Nicky Justice

14th Sylvia Adams
21st Dennis & Jean Jones
28th Penny Metcalfe

COFFEE ROTA

1st Dennis & Sybil Curry f e ‘
8th  Myrtle Clayton

15th Carole & Peter Allington
22nd Rosemary & David Branch

29th Bev Adams

Evie Martha Rose Hood

and Lara Helen Robinson
2nd Sunday of Easter
Myrtle Clayton &

Zonia Wood FUNERAL

Graham Thornton

3rd Sunday of Easter 7th April

Justice Family Keith Dumpleton

4th Sunday of Easter
Graham & Auriol Thornton

Jackie Thimbleby GREAT BENTLEY &
5th Sunday of Easter THORRINGTON RBL

Alan & Rita Coles 0 QUIZ NIGHT

6th Sunday of Easter Saturday 7th May
Hilary & Ben Harris
Nicky Justice
£2.50 per person
teamsupto 6
Bring your own drinks and nibbles

Tea and coffee available

or just come along on the night

RBL FLAG FLYING DAY

8th May & ’_‘;

LS

BRIGHTLINGSEA
BAPTISMS
22nd May

I

I

I j .

| ALz  THURSDAY 26th MAY
Emily Canham |

I

I

I

9am - 12 noon

Brightlingsea Community
Centre
Lower Park Road

29th May

to book please contact Mrs Payne 01255 820374

V.E. DAY VA \

\Q'g FARMERSGOG MA

St Maryds Church
Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30pm start

1
R

Vest

KET



Thank You

Animal bedding

Although it seems that Spring is finally here the
many rescue centres that we support will still be in

need of warm dry bedding.
have facilities to launder and re-use bedding and
even if they did they woul

Our friend Gloria from Tottenham, who we
mention from time to time, made a welcome visit
recently despite not being in the best of health. She
enjoyed a sit down and a rest and the novelty of
having our dogs on her lap for a change rather than
her own! When reluctantly she took her leave we
waved her off in her work horse of an old car laden
with lots of lovely bedding and a good quantity of
donated dog and cat food some of which Gloria
shared with the Harmsworth Animal Hospital who
are always very grateful. Gloria is another unsung
hero who works tirelessly in what is a very
challenging area of North London not only improving
the lot of many cats and dogs but also that of their
owners who struggle to make ends meet in these
hard economic times. As ever we can never have
too much bedding and towels therefore we will be
delighted to receive any suitable old blankets,
throws, curtains, sheets/duvet covers, bedcovers
and towels of any size. However we are unable to
accept duvets, pillows or cushions. Our sincere
thanks once again for your continued kindness and
support.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702

* *x % %

Many thanks to those who came along to the
school 6s fantastic Qui z
We raised a brilliant £650. Great fun was had by all
thanks to Miss Gilberto
only did she devise the quiz, but read the questions
and controlled the ever excitable teams as the night
continued.

We hope to make this an annual event. Book
early next year as we sold out of tickets the week
before the quiz!

S

THANK YOU

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Clacton on Sea,
may | thank everyone from Great Bentley for their
very generous support at the Coffee Morning.

The total raised, with donations, amounted to

over £1,500, a truly magnificent response at short
notice to such a terrible disaster. This, together with
a Rotary Street Collection in Clacton last Friday and
Saturday brings the total so far to over £3,250, and
I &6m tle dmaihrerteheayr edoatOh
arranged.
d n 0As you prebably tkiioW! Rbtary endeavours to
respond immediately to crises such as the Japanese
Earthquake and Tsunami and had ShelterBoxes
there within 48 hours. Each Shelterbox can
accommodate up to 10 people in tented
accommodation and comes complete with a multi-
fuel cooking stove, and other essential equipment
as well as a water-purifying box. Each of these
Shetlerboxes costs around £600 and we should be
able to provide at least six of these with the funding
raised so far. If any of your community are
interested more details can be found on the
Shelterbox website, www.shelterbox.org.

Thank you all again for your generosity.
William Stevens, Chairman, International Service
Committee, Rotary Club of Clacton on Sea.

It was amazing to see on BBC News, just over one
week after the earthquake struck, Rotary Club
Shelterboxes being used by grateful families in
Japan. Ed.

Ryan Gooch

Happy 18th Birthday

With all our love
and very best wishes

Mum Dad and Rhiannon
XXX

SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

i ght 25t h Mar c h

qui z Teayand:Glarg White | | s .

on e

Many congratulations on 25 years
of marriage on the
31st May

Love and best wishes from,
Amy, Justin, Kane, Andrew, Sam, Beth,
Fay and Aidan
and all your family and friends xx

HAPPY 21st BIRTHDAY

SARAH

Love and best wishes

Mum, Dad & Nan

er

Not



CRICKET room, but thatds ok! o Younge
praise for his work as club groundsman, with Matt

addi ng: AThe pitch | ooks unbe
COLUMN a good 10 hours with the hea
nice even layer of grass on the wicket. Joe does a hell
) ) _ _ of a job really with the wick
and Great Bentley captain Matt Fowler is looking Brightlingsea Leisure Centre, but Matt is hoping for a
forward to what he hopes will be a successful summer.  petter turn-out now they have moved to Wednesday

Having succeeded dad Rod as skipper, all- pights (6.30-8 p m) . Al t should be :
rounder Matt is looking to make a good start duringa ey er yone and hopefully wedl l
busy May. iwWe had a really good commit:

~Bentley, after a membendghfi aRUNHe®Ne NI §Hki PP to ge
April 15, were due to open their North Essex League t he bar . Wedre getting more

Division Two campaign on Easter Sunday (April 24) scenes and hope we can run th
with a home game on The Green against Boxted, a

side who hold fond memori egyfxnRedat t . iwe al ways do
wel | against Boxted, o said _Fowler, wh o hit a
magnificent unbeaten 133 i his maiden century i May 1: 1" Xl v Lt Bardfield

against them | ast season. Mayﬁzilst)élb’%pﬂggf!@'ﬁndd my best bowling
figures against them, o -&eMayByCagtenyl Qfl'ezf élﬁ’qu’??ng to a 7
haul . Aiwedre excited aboMayl5Arde I’,lvnngI;%grgq)n,\{.z aX\*ntd er a long
winter and seeing England win the Ashes and we need May 22: Gs[ea Braxted v 1% XI; Harwich v 2 XI
to hit the ground running. We want to get off to a May29:1"XlvGtTotham
winning start.?o Fowl er iMay3R:Epstaagyv 11 X5 2 mXhWEENSte@th me  ne w
faces at the club this year to help with putting out two
strong sides as often as possible.

Pet e BoiXl bedinsthei Division Five
guest with a home game against Rayne on May 8 and, BENTLEY IN BLOOM
over the course of the campaign, there are no fewer
than 10 occasions when both teams are playing on the 6s getting near the ti me

It

same day. AHaving a | ot s@dmer@ishR.SAt themonferit the/wint8riSpthys | f
players are available, 0 agdgofling ExBetehtewhich | thifk9s latgsly toddo S ©
hoping to arrange some friendly 20-20 games to bring  yjth the weather. The pansies do not like lots of
more people to the cl-header Ad¥eplricBarygrlving their b&sUsBibraRed all the
on the Bank Holiday weekend and may struggle to get  time, and the overall lower rainfall has helped here.
teams out, but WeaV\e got oghed phekhEsPhavyehd! gamt Ags doc
through at Bentley. o that held them back, but once we started to get

Wicketkeeper Steve Manson will miss the early  \warmer weather they really came on. We are
weeks of the season as he recovers from a badly  |goking to plant up for Summer about the first week
broken finger, but experienced all-rounder Len  of June, and hope to give you all a wonderful display

Clayden is set to return td?colbuba%airﬁtﬂis@&r-. iLends got a | o
experience and is a good batsman but he might not be HELP will be needed to pull up the weeds and
able to bowl after tearing his shoulder muscle last  gead head the flowers so if you can spare a bit of
year , 0 added Fowler, who s@ame pgladasRodcoing atPokeNdr on
forward to O0just playingd jagndg|mytmef @i Ng the pressures
of captaincy. Al dve not had any sl eepless nights yet

myself, but 106m confident HNGGING3BASKETS aree€all beind orghrsed asid e d .
Alf we concentrate on the wsSHaRbhéek able tbimBiktain the BriceCa@eB5 pbre at
anyone. We threw our wickets away a lot last year and  pasket which includes the cost of plants plus
I 'hold my hands up 7 | did it too. We need to value our  watering twice a week which I think is a good deal.
wickets more and play for @@ gshalyogbthh§eor tho sponsors who drop out
There was certainly no shortage of teamwork  anq if you are interested in sponsoring a basket, say
(April 9/10) as several jobs were carried out on the  please give Sylvia Adams a ring and she will be able

ground and clubhouse. Fowl gt yBH dk@dly adbdthe pegpl e
who came down did a hell of a job. We got a lot done v ajlability. . e

at the club, putting up new guttering and fascias and

giving everything a paint.syydaddn8s al | be d a n
colour and itbdés amazing whiadgsostueobi t of p do
There was a fair bit of mould all over the place too, but ) - N~

we had a good clean up andPelErAlingors real | § i . AThe
only thing that missed out was the home dressing 01206 251086 A& ¥

6



POLICE INCIDENTS IN GREAT BENTLEY DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH

Burglary - Dwelling - Weeley Road - (Car taken)

Motor Vehicle Found - Flag Hill - (stolen vehicle from London)
Obstruction - Plough Road - (Vehicle blocking footpath)

Theft from Motor Vehicle - New Cut - (Hub caps taken)
Theft-Other-St Mar y6s Roa@ashtake@ Oak s,

Suspicious Circumstances - Plough Road - (2 males in a vehicle)

Road Traffic Accident - Colchester Road, Dead Lane

POLICE SURGERY

Friday 6th May

Village Hall
Great Bentley Methodist 7.30 to 8.30pm

Church Parent & Toddler Group

Are holding a quality used and nearly new sale of

l( Baby & childrfnlbsBENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS

\ .
m\g Clothes, Toys & Nursery Equipment

= i/ on Present the comedy
th Y
Saturday 28 ) May 2011 OTHE ANNI AR
10am i 12pm b
y
at . 4 .
Great Bentley Methodist Church Hall Bill Macilwraith

Entrance 50p per adult 1 Children Free —/\—=

Refreshments available
To book a table - £3 each, please ring,

All proceeds from entrance and table fees to

go to church funds. The Methodist Church Hall

PSSR : Great Bentley
= HOSPICE CAKES =

on
Thursday 12th Friday 13th anf
Saturday 14th May 2011

:The W.I. will be making cakes for the Hospice in:
:ithe week beginning the 16th May and would:
:appreciate any additional cakes from our friends in:
ithe village. :

:Collection points are: . . .
: g : Tickets available from the Post Officg:
:Monday 16th May by 12 noon : priced £6 each

ito Sylvia Adams, 68 Birch Avenue :

EFriday 20th May by 12 noon

:to Chris Aplin, Newmay House, The Green. : This amateur production is presented by arrangengent

: with Samuel French Ltd
sThank you very much

:Chris Aplin (Secretary)



