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DISCLAIMER  

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the Editor take 
responsibility for the information given or views expressed in the Great Bentley 
Parish News.  Nor is any culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

EDITORIAL 

FRONT COVER  

Rear view of the  
Church 

taken by Chris Pinner 
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We start on a cautionary note because as we go to print a rather disturbing 
email arrived from PC Dan Heard.  It would appear that a burglary has 
recently taken place when the homeowner was in residence.  Please make 
sure that you keep doors locked, windows closed and be extra vigilant.  If you 
see anything suspicious just pick up the phone and call the police.  Letôs get 
this thief caught.  Thanks to PC Heard for keeping us fully informed as soon 
as any incidents take place.  It is important that this magazine keeps us as up 
to date as possible.  Relevant telephone numbers are on the inside front 
cover of this magazine. 
 
As a village we do like to celebrate.  Itôs Carnival time and your help is 
required.  Please note that there will be road closures so please seek an 
alternative route or just be patient.  A map and all details are provided in the 
magazine.  So much work goes on throughout the year to organise this 
wonderful village day so please do all you can to support it. 
 
Last month I mentioned the possibility of a ñVillage Celebrationò for the 
Queenôs Diamond Jubilee.  Lynda McWilliams is going to spearhead the 
organisation for this mammoth 2012 event. Once again help will be needed.  
Money will be required to pay for all of this so if you, your group or 
organisation could think of a way to raise some funds please contact Lynda.  
She will be delighted to hear from you. 
 
We have a new Parish Council in place now with some fresh faces.  A good 
mix of people with different attributes, interests and backgrounds.  Your views 
are being sought on the best way forward to achieve a level playing field 
(pardon the pun) on the southside of the green where many football matches 
take place.  Please make your views known, email address etc on the Parish 
Council Notes page.  I walk the dog regularly over this area and it truly is 
uphill and down dale.  The footballers deserve better.  I have great admiration 
for the football club and in particular their passion for inspiring the youngsters.  
So many adults give their time to coach the youth teams, organise their 
matches, football tournaments etc.  This will undoubtedly  ensure the success 
of the club for many years to come as the youngsters are the adult teams of 
the future.  The Annual Parish Meeting takes place on 31st May, and itôs the 
ideal forum for giving your Parish Councillors a grilling, (in the nicest possible 
way).  All welcome.  
 
Thank you to Bernard for taking time out from a busy schedule to write an 
article about his visit to St Paulôs Cathedral to preach at Evensong.  What an 
honour.  His year as Chaplain to the Lord Mayor of London is proving a 
unique experience with some really wonderful opportunities. 
 
September heralds Village Show Day.  If you've never entered before please 
consider entering just one thing.  We have included the photographic section 
this month and some helpful hints on how to improve your shots.  Why not 
have a go.  
 
Happy watering. (If that doesnôt make it rain nothing will!) 
Mary Maskell    
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The Monthly Letter  -   June 2011 

Davidôs Deliberations 
 

óMusic, the food of loveô 
 
As you all know I have a love for music. I think I can say that I love most kinds of music. From 
Boxted Methodist Silver Band to orchestra, from Opera to singing in a choir, from modern hymns to 
sixteenth century. There is a language in music that crosses boundaries of language. At the end of 
October I had the pleasure to visit the Mosel region of Germany with the Tendring Caprice 
orchestra. We gave three concerts. We let the music speak for us, not being able to speak German 
but through the music we were able to bring joy and converse with one another. 
 
There is also healing in music. One of the concerts given was in a Spa town, where people come to 
take the waters and hear music to heal body, mind and spirit. You can relax listening to good music. 
You can unwind at the end of a stressful day, or you can be inspired and roused to stride out with a 
good march. 
 
Composers have inspired others by their music, composers such as Handel and Beethoven etc. 
Through their music, composers have painted pictures for us to imagine. Vivaldi and the Four 
Seasons is a good example or Sibeliusô óFinlandiaô of the storm and the waves crashing on the 
rocks. Plato wrote. ñ Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to 
the imagination, and charm and joy to life and to everything.ò 
 
Where would be without our fine traditions of hymns and singing in church. Charles Wesley wrote 
over 12,000 hymns and his beliefs and theology were greatly expressed in them.  Psalms have 
been sung since the Old Testament days. It was David who sang to King Saul to calm Saul down. 
 
Trumpets brought down the walls of Jericho (Iôd better be careful when I play mine) 
 ñIf music could be translated into human speech it would no longer need to existò  Ned Rorem. 
 
Let us thank God for the gift of music in all our lives and may we continue to express His love in our 
music. 
 
Pastor David  

MOTHERSô UNION 

 
Due to unforeseen problem we had to rearrange the May meeting to Merryfields, Thorrington, where we 
watched two DVDs.  The first called Counting Blessings, which showed how the MU literacy and development 
project supported by funds from Comic Relief has helped women and men to learn how to read, write and 
count.  Two muslim women explained how when they saw the advantages their Christian friends had they 
asked if they could take part and were delighted when accepted. 
 The second DVD was just called óHomeô.  We all want a place to belong somewhere to call home.  This 
showed how around the world Mothersô Union is making homes for people through family and community 
support in more than 78 countries even in the UK. 
 
Please note:  June 2nd the meeting is in the Vestry Room St Maryôs Great Bentley NOT Thorrington, the 
speaker will be the Revôd Frances Drake on overseas links. 
 
July 7th will be the Annual Strawberry Tea in aid of the overseas fund. 
 
JILL EARWAKER  
01206 824328 



CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS IN  

GREAT BENTLEY DURING JUNE 2011  

SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm 

BELLRINGING PRACTICE -  Every Monday 7.30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm 

BENTLEY BEARS  - 1st Wed. each month 2.15pm 

GREAT BENTLEY  

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

NEWS 
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ST MARYôS CHURCH 

 

Wed. 1st    10.00am Holy Communion 
  2.15pm Bentley Bears 
 
THUR. 2ND  ASCENSION DAY 
   7.00am Hymn Singing up the 
Tower    followed by breakfast. 

  2.00pm Mothers Union Meeting   
   7.30pm Sung Eucharist 

 
SUN 5TH    SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION  
   8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Sung Eucharist and  
    Sunday School. 
  11.30am Public Baptism 
 
Wed. 8th       10.00am Holy Communion 
Sat. 11th   9.30am ñThe Word Made Freshò  
    Workshops 
 
SUN. 12TH   PENTECOST 
   8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist 
  11.30am Public Baptism 
 
Wed. 15th     10.00am Holy Communion 
 
SUN. 19TH    TRINITY SUNDAY - FATHERôS DAY 
   8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Sung Eucharist and  
    Sunday School 
 
Wed 22nd   10.00am Holy Communion 
  11.00am Service at The Oaks 
 
SUN 26TH  TRINITY 1 
    8.00am Holy Communion 
    9.30am All Age Word & Worship  
    Service 
 
WED 29TH ST PETER 

 10.00am Holy Communion 
 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us during June.  
Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m. 
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
June 5 th      Rev Anne Brown Chairman of District 
      Sacrament   
June 12 th  at Weeley  
June 19 th   Pastor David Bavister  
June 26 th   5pm Afternoon tea followed by 
 simple service taken by Catherine & 
 Chris  
  
Catherine & Chris in Cameroon.  You may have been 
following the accounts of Catherine (Taylor) and her 
husband Chris as they worked in Cameroon West 
Africa to set up the first Palliative Care Unit (Hospice) in 
West Africa. On Sunday 26th June they will lead our 
evening service and show pictures of the people with 
whom they worked and the area in which they lived. 
Afternoon tea served from 5pm service 6.30 to 7.30. 
We would love to see you there. 
 
Events in June  

Coffee Morning for Mission Aviation Fellowship. Friday 
3rd June 10am to 12 noon. Stalls and competitions 
CAMEO 6th June 6.30pm A representative from 
Mission Aviation Fellowship will give us an illustrated 
talk after a simple meal 
Flower Festival 2 nd and 3 rd July  
Adventurers Club  Fridays 7pm to 8.30pm, Subs 
£1.50. Children from year 3 upwards are welcome. 
Please ring 250087 for more information and to register 
your child. 
Luncheon Club  14th & 28th June 
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club 
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda.  Come and see 
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit 
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be 
arranged to help those unable to get to the Methodist 
Church. 
 
Each week the following events are held at our 
Church  Ring these numbers for more information  
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
Parent & Toddlers Group -  Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 
250431 
Adventurers -  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in 
school year 3 and older. 
We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate 
Thursdays. Leader Sue Warder 250713. 
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Animal Bedding  

A steady flow of excellent bedding and towels has allowed us to take much 
needed supplies to the Suffolk Coastal Rescue at Hatcheston near 
Woodbridge and also the RSPCA Re-homing Centre at Martlesham. We 
chose a fine day for the deliveries, it is a particularly pretty ride through the 
Suffolk countryside and one that we enjoy. At the time the trees were just 
bursting into life and the Gorse bushes edging the roadside were aflame 
with colour. Both Rescues by their very nature are set deep in isolated 
areas. It will come as no surprise to you when we report that both locations 
are full and no further surprise that most of the dogs are large & 
boisterous. The Rescue at Hatcheston was mainly full of Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers. We have to walk past all the kennels to the bedding store and 
apart from the noise itôs the eyes which look at us as if to say ñAre you 
going to take me home today?ò We donôt know how Emma, the young 
kennel maid does her job, she is a faithful employee who has worked there 
for several years in what are often upsetting circumstances. We were also 
able to provide them with some donated dog food and of course a couple 
of Judyôs cakes for the humans. With a hug and a few tears we said our 
goodbyes with the promise of a return visit as soon as possible. Before 
coming home we chanced upon a typical English Tea Room called óThe 
Tea Potô in nearby Wickham Market. It was like stepping back in time as 
we sat to enjoy a splendid lunch while we regained our composure. It is 
only  your constant support that allows us to help in this way, after these 
two journeys our stocks are somewhat depleted so any donations of both 
suitable bedding & towels will be most welcome. We cannot accept 
Duvets, Cushions or Pillows as these are not used at the rescues for 
safety reasons. May we also ask that if anyone would like to donate tinned 
or dry dog food we would be very grateful, it would be of great benefit 
particularly at Hatcheston. Our sincere thanks once again for your 
continued kindness and support.  

Judy & Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel : 251702 
 

PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING FOR ST HELENA HOSPICE  

Once again this was a great success with lots of lovely support.  It is so 
good to go to the Nurseries who help us and find smiling faces and trollies 
of beautiful bedding plants all ready for us.  Shrublands Nursery at 
Alresford, St Helier at Thorrington and Hilltop Nurseries at Weeley all 
provide a wonderful selection. 
 Beth Chatto once again sent a raffle prize in the form of a season 
ticket to her gardens.  In the same way many local people give flower and 
vegetable plants they have grown specially.  Margaret from Thorrington 
specialises in propagating perennials and gives a trailer load each year.  
Others have given books, raffle prizes, items for bric-a-brac or tombola.  
And as for CAKES - it was rather like the story of the loaves and fishes - 
two sponges and some scones to begin with then in came numerous 
mouth-watering gateaux and fruit cakes - thank you Anne, Diane, Jean 
and Judy and all the others.  This stall alone made £81. 
 Thanks also to our happy band of helpers - Stan is invaluable 
fetching all the plants and running about with posters and lots more.  
Inside were Betty, Kate, Heather, Billie, Joan, Rita, Joyce, Rosemary, Paul 
and Shirley, John, and outside Maryôs stalwart team who brave the 
elements - Christine, Jill, Jennie, Mick, not forgetting Tim, Ivan and David 
for the tables. 
 But most import of all - you the public who come to buy  so 
generously or give us donations.  All this came together with an excellent 
result £780 for the Hospice - with a little more to come from after-sales. 
 This is really a small drop in the ocean for all that is needed for the 
Hospice to carry on its wonderful work - but it is all these small amounts 
from so many generous people that make it able to do so. 
 Thanks and best wishes to you all. 
Barbara and Mary  
  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

RODNEY LEE 
 

Happy 80th Birthday 

6th June 

Have a good party 

Lots of love 

Brenda 

 

 
 

Have a great day on your 
80th birthday 

Enjoy your party too. 

Very best wishes 

Dennis & Sybil 

Congratulations  
 

ADRIAN & HELEN HANBURY  

All our love to you on your 
Silver Wedding Anniversary 

on June 6th 
Thank you for all you do for us. 

Love from Nick and Adam 
 

 

 

HELEN & ADRIAN  

Congratulations on your  
Silver Wedding Anniversary 

6th June 

With all our love from 
Lesley and Doug 

Paula and Carl, Jennie and Sean 
Drew, Marcus, Aaron,  

Marnie and Joel 
xxxxx 

MACIE JANSMA  

7 years old  

on June 21st 

Happy Birthday and lots of love  

from Nannie Green Car 

xxxx 

THANK YOU  
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Great Bentley Cricket Club are planning to hold a barbeque 
on The Green on Sunday May 29, with both their under-13s 
and first team in action that day. The youngsters host 
Braintree in the morning (10am), before the men entertain 
Great Totham (1pm) and the club are hoping for good 
weather and a barbeque to help make it an enjoyable day 
for all. 
 The first month of the 2011 season has seen some 
ups and downs for the village outfit. New captain Matt 
Fowler led from the front as the 1st XI opened their Division 
Two campaign with victory against Boxted at the end of 
April. Fowler (53) top scored in his sideôs total of 156, while 
younger brother Joe fell just one run short of his own half-
century. And Joe then shone with the ball, picking up 4-27, 
as Boxted were dismissed for 111, which some readers 
may well know is a superstitious figure known as óNelsonô. 
 Bentley had to concede their cup match against Little 
Bardfield Village a week later, due to unavailability, but were 
then handed a bye into the quarter-finals of the plate 
competition and will host Lexden in July. They tasted defeat 
in their second league match of the summer, after visiting 
Springfield piled up 238-5, which proved 113 runs too many. 
But a fine bowling performance from Simon Ivory helped 
Bentley bounce back to beat Clacton Ramblers a week 
later.  Ivory claimed 5-39 as the home side were shot out for 
123 and Joe Fowler (47) top scored as Bentley comfortably 
chased down their target with eight wickets in hand. Jason 
Edwards held on to a pair of catches in the latest win, to go 
with an earlier effort, but did not get the chance to try and 
score his first run of the season, after successive ducks in 
the first two matches! 
 The 2nd XI had to forfeit their first fixture of the 
Division Five season against Rayne, due to a lack of 
numbers, and sadly had to call off their game against 
Colchester Garrison for the same reason. A lack of 
availability has been a notable problem in the opening 
weeks of the campaign and it is hoped there is an 
improvement in the very near future. 
 The first team made it three wins out of four with a 
hard-fought success at Ardleigh, however. Joe Fowler 
maintained his fine form with the bat as he top scored with 
76 in Bentleyôs total of 200. Brother and captain Matt defied 
a leg injury, which had ruled him out against Clacton, to 
score 46 vital runs and Bentley defended their total, just, as 
Joe Fowler picked up 3-14 to dismiss the home side for 
187. 
 The under-13s opened their schedule with a strong 
performance against West Mersea. Bradley Robinson top 
scored with 40 as Bentley made 116-6 from their 20 overs, 
with Alex Rayment and Kane Hales also making it into 
double figures. And there were wickets for Aiden White (2-
4), Connor Bennett (2-6), Hales and Callum Fairclough, 
while Callum Smith completed a pair of run outs, as the 
visitors were restricted to just 50-8 in reply. 
 The youngsters were due to play Sudbury and West 
Mersea again after we went to press, while the under-15s 
had games against Mistley and Clacton lined up. 

  CRICKET   
  COLUMN  

CRICKET FIXTURES 
 

Sunday May 29:  1st XI v Great Totham;  
   under-13s v Braintree 

Monday May 30:  2nd XI v Elmstead 2nds;  
   Elmstead v 1st XI. 

Thursday June 9:  under-15s v Great Totham 

Friday June 10:  Braintree v under-13s 

Sunday June 12:  Copford 3rds v 2nd XI 

Monday June 13:  under-15s v Elmstead 

Sunday June 19:  Rayne v 2nd XI 

Tuesday June 21:  under-15 v Clacton 

Thursday June 23:  under-13 v Abberton 

Sunday June 26:  1st XI v Eight Ash Green;  
   Elmstead v under-15s 

Tuesday June 28:  Great Totham v under-15s 

Thursday June 30:  Abberton v under-15s 
 
 

 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN  
GREAT BENTLEY  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCHYARD APPEAL  

 
The time has come again for us to start 
cutting the grass and tidying the churchyard.  
The village is lucky to have this lovely quiet 
place.  Whether or not your family members 
or loved ones are laid to rest in our 
churchyard many people like just to come 
and sit on a bench or walk through with their 
dogs and enjoy the peace and quiet.   
 Would you like to make a donation 
towards the upkeep of the churchyard?  This 
year it will cost between £2,000 and £3,000.  
If you would like to make a donation you 
may put it through my door.  Cheques 
should be made payable to Great Bentley 
PCC. 
 
Rita Baverstock (Verger) 
Stonybroke, Station Road, Great Bentley 
Colchester, Essex, CO7 8LH 

Tel:  01206 251271 
 
 




