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EDITORIAL

ltés amazing how quickly I can be trans,_...

recent happy memories. This has happened twice in the last week or two but
for totally different reasons. There is a lovely Olde Worlde Sweet Shoppe in
Clacton that stocks hundreds of jars and packets of sweets. | invested in 100
grammes (2o0z would have been the amount allowed with my pocket money)
of Rainbow sherbert, weighed out and served in a paper bag. | sat that
evening and almost purred as | enjoyed tiny amounts of this tangy mixture.
The other flash back came as my hands were ensconced in warm washing
up water. Inevitably my brain, as with the soapy bubbles, disengages and
floats off to a world of its own. | remembered last Winter, Boxing Day |
believe, when | peered out of the kitchen window and was amazed to see the
Blue Tit pecking away at the nest
forthcoming nesting season. Suddenly, as if by magic, there it was back at
the box and it was only the first week of December. Christmas is a magical
time for so many reasons and we all, | am sure, have that childlike instinct
which comes with this special season. | would like to echo the thanks
recorded in several tributes this month to everyone who helps to make our
village so special. To Kevin and his team who have transformed the centre
of the village into a magical wonderland of colourful lights with the best ever
Christmas tree, (thank you David Gibbon) decorated to perfection. Thanks
al so to alll AfGood Neighboursd who t
kept a watchful eye on those who needed assistance in any way. Also thank
you to everyone who made it in to work and kept the shops and surgery open
and to the postmen, paper boys and girls and all tradesmen who deliver to
our doors. We do appreciate you all.

We regard the January magazine as our Christmas edition as you should
receive it before the festive season is in full swing. We therefore include
many events which take place at the end of December as well as your
January fAWhatdéds Ono. We have | ots

take time to |l ook through our compr

not too good at New Years resol uti

more organi sedd t heme. Perhaps 201

direction. It hardly seems right to therefore ask you to consider making your
resolution to be fAto write an art.i
contributors of all ages. All the very best to you all for 2011

Mary Maskell

=1 =

A very happy, healthy
and peaceful New Year

to all our readers.

=T =

DISCLAIMER

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the Editor take
responsibility for the information given or views expressed in the Great Bentley
Parish News. Nor is any culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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ne Monthly Letter- January 2011

Dear Friends,

There are two contrasting games that we might play in 2011, with very different results.

For the first game you need at least two players. The game starts when one player fouls another by an unkind
word or an insult, or a mistake of any sort. It can be intentional or unintentional. The other player then responds

by being hurt. This can be done in several ways. The bas
never been so hurt/insulted/ humiliated in al/l my |ife
never forget.o It is important in this case that the pl

The player who is hurt also has the choice of never speaking to the first player or alternatively of speaking
bitterly about them to anyone who will listen.

This game is called RESENTMENT. When played by famili e:c
cal l it AWar. o When played by husband and wife it has
to be very popular. People have played this game for hundreds of years. We pour loads of time, energy and

money into it; and yet nobody seems to be any happier as a result. There are no winners. Everybody loses.

So Jesus Christ came to introduce us to a new game. It
much harder game. It starts with the same situation 7 one player fouls another. The next move is completely
different. The second player forgives.

This can be done in a variety of ways. The second player might remember having fouled other people 1
sometimes even worse. Or he or she might see that there is still a lot of goodness in the person who fouled

them 1 things that are still worth appreciating in spite of the foul. Perhaps the second player might see that the

foul doesnét justify causing even more hurt in return.
and be inspired to follow his example.

I f any of this sounds easy, dondét be fool ed. Forgivene:c
of the best activities that there is. It brings happiness and joy and everyone comes out a winner.

In the Gospels we see how Jesus played FORGIVENESS all his life. He also made it clear that those who play
RESENTMENT are no followers of his. To play forgiveness we need to play it with others. We can only receive
forgiveness if webre prepared to pass it on. AForgive
t hose who trespass against wus. o0

So, as we enter a New Year, |l et 6s choose to make a f
FORGIVENESS.

With love and every good wish for a happy and peaceful 20
Bernard.

(Revd. Canon Bernard Metcalfe - your Church of England Vicar)
The Vicarage, Moors Close, Great Bentley, CO7 8QL
(Tel: 01206 250476 1 email: bernard.metcalfe @btinternet.com)

MOTHERSOG UNI ON

Due to the snow and ice we had to cancel the Advent Supper on 3rd December. On Thursday 6th IV
January we wil |l be holding a AWelcome to 20110 or an |
Maryés Church, Great Bentley at 7.30pm. The after din

chaplain to the Lord Mayor of London.

February 3rd is the AGM at 2.00pm again at St Maryobs
Scott.

Jill Earwaker - 01206 8234328



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT BENTLEY
DURING JANUARY 2011

ST MARY06S CHURCH

SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm

BELLRINGING PRACTICE - Every Monday 7.30pm
CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm
BENTLEY BEARS - 1st Wed. each month 2.15pm

SUN.

Mon.

Wed.

Thur.

SUN.

Mon.

Tue

Wed.

SUN

Wed

Thur.

SUN

Wed

Fri

SUN

2ND

3rd

5lh
6Ih

9TH

loth
llth
121h

16TH

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

3.30pm No Seekers in the School
Holidays

7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice

10.00am Holy Communion

2.15pm Bentley Bears

7.30pm M.U. Epiphany Supper

EPIPHANY 17 THE BAPTISM OF
CHRIST
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist and
Public Baptism

3.30pm Seekers new term begins
7.30pm Standing Ctte in the Vicarage
10.00am Holy Communion.

EPIPHANY 2 - THE WEEK OF PRAYER

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

191h
Zoth

23RD

261h

29[h

30TH

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday
School

10.00am Holy Communion
8.00pm PCC in the Vestry Room

EPIPHANY 3

8.00am Holy Communion by extension

9.30am All Age Word & Worship
Service

10.00am Morning Prayer
7.30pm Deanery Welcome to Bishop

sm GREAT BENTLEY

£0:F METHODIST
3 s CHURCH
A NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during January.
Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

January 2 " Pastor David Bavister
Family Service
January 9 " Robert Taylor
At 6.30pm we host the Tendring Circuit Service
January 16 " Barbara Fookes
January 23 ™ Gill Bavister
January 30 " Pastor David Bavister - Covenant

Our friends from St Marys will join us in this Covenant
Service

Events in January
Coffee Morning/Cameo No coffee morning or Cameo this
month, we are having a rest.

Adventurers Club will start in the new year on Friday 14"
January 7pm to 8.30pm, Subs £1.50. Children from year 3
upwards are welcome. Please ring 250087 for more
information and to register your child.

Luncheon Club 11" & 25" January

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see if
you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged to
help those unable to get to the Methodist Church.

Each week the following events are held at our Church
Ring these numbers for more information

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Adventurers Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in
school year 3 and older.

We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate

Stephen at St. Paul 0fursdéy. BetderSle Warder 250713.

9.00am Magazine Collating in the
Vestry Room

CANDLEMAS

8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am United Ecumenical Covenant
Service in the Methodist Church

Our Monthly Coffee Mornings . These have continued to
be very successful both as a place to meet for a chat and
as fund raising events. During 2010, our coffee mornings
have raised £1500 which is a fantastic amount. We have
given away over £1000 to charities such as the Clacton
Soup Run, Colchester night shelter, the Haitian Earthquake
appeal and the hospital in Cameroon where Catherine and
Chris have been setting up a palliative care unit. We want
to thank both those who run these events and our many
friends who support them and help us to raise so much
money.



ST MARY®dS CHURCH

ROTAS FOR
JANUARY 2011

SIDESPERSONSS6S RO

Sunday 2nd January - Epiphany Sunday

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Ben & Hilary Harris
Pam OO6Kelly

Sunday 9th January - Epiphany 1
The Baptism of Christ

Sidespersons - Justice Family

Sunday 16th January - Epiphany 3

Sidespersons - Peter & Carole Allington

Sunday 23rd January - Epiphany 4

Sidespersons - Pam O6Kelly

Florence Palmer

Sunday 30th January - Candlemass
(The Presentation of
Christ at the Temple)

United Service at the Methodist Church

CLEANING ROTA

8th  Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden
15th Edna Black

22nd Nicky Justice

29th Dennis & Jean Jones

COFFEE ROTA
3rd  Jackie & David Thimbleby

10th Jean & Dennis Jones

17th Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden
24th Bev Adams

30th No coffee - Service at the Methodist Church

an %rd December

BAPTISM

9th January

Maisie Jane Wright

TA
CONFIRMATION

l
N‘
Y,
,\

~

5th December

Callum David Smith
Ryan Thomas Smith
Jessica Anne Wright
Paula Wright

FUNERALS

17th November  Rosalie Canfer

2nd December

Timothy Michael Jordan
Patricia Wright

CLACTON MUSICAL THEATRE SOCIETY
formerly Clacton Amateur Operatic Society

Presents

Cinderella
by Peter Denyer

Saturday 1st January - Monday 3rd January

at the
Westcliff Theatre, Clacton

www.westcliffclacton.org
Box Office:

01255 474000

BRIGHTLINGSEA

|
F’\ FARMERSO® MA R
. |
) THURSDAY 27th
9am - 12 noon

Centre

I
I
Brightlingsea Community |
I

Lower Park Road |



CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARISH OF GREAT BENTLEY

Special Services for
Chri stmas 1 n St Mal

SUNDAY 19" DECEMBER
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist with Carols

6.30pm Traditional Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight

FRIDAY 24™ DEC: CHRISTMAS EVE
6.00pm Christingle Service
11.30pm Midnight Communion

with Carols by Candlelight

SATURDAY 25" DEC: CHRISTMAS DAY
9.30am Christmas Family Service
with Carols and the Christmas Story

' SUNDAY 26'" DECEMBER i BOXING DAY
10.00am Holy Communion (saidl

5



hank Yo

Animal bedding

Well here we are at the start of another year,
doubtless like us you are amazed at how quickly the
time has passed. It is often quoted that this
perception is because
young people we know also remark on this
phenomenon so ités good
Judy and | cannot report any significant
improvement in the amount of pets being taken into
rescue centres, not only in this area but countrywide.
Much of this is put down to the economic climate and
on some occasions this may well be the case, but
doing what we do, seeing what we see and hearing
what we are told a good proportion of pets awaiting
new homes i s
neglect and lack of commitment when a problem
occurs. It is seemingly far easier to make their
problem someone el sebds
ignorance of the fact that rescue centres are always
running at full capacity and are not waiting for an
unwanted pet to be brought in with a new home lined
up to go to. As animal lovers it makes us sad and at
times very angry to witness some of the sights we
come across when delivering your donations of
bedding, towels and food. We do all we can to
improve the lot of those animals in care and to help
the dedicated people who look after them under
difficult and particularly bleak conditions at this time
of year.
Please be assured of our gratitude for your
continued unfailing support thereby allowing us to
spread some cheer to all the centres that we
frequent. We could not do it without you. Our work is
ongoing as long as suitable bedding arrives. (We are
unable to accept duvets,
pillows or cushions) In the

coming weeks of Winter we will <, ,%
need as much as possible to

enable us to replenish stock (X 5

where it is required, we share out
what we have as best we can.
Sincere thanks from us and on

behalf of all those pets and their carers who benefit
from your kindness.

Thank you once again.

Judy and Alan Bishop, 23, Cedar Way tel 251702

Ernestine Taylor

Robert and Janet would like to thank everyone who
came to Mumos
sent cards of condolence and gifts in her memory.
Mum had lived in the village for 4 years and felt
welcomed and at home here.

one

down t o pe

service at

We wish to take this opportunity to say thank you to
those stalwart folk who are responsible for the
mammoth task of putting up the village Christmas
decorations. As you drive into the village it looks like
a fairy tale and the tree is stunning. As we compose
this note with the snow and ice all around us we
should also like to make a timely mention of
appreciation to all the staff who are keeping our
shops open, the milkman, postman, newspaper boys

cirls § glldhe prisung,nergas yho make suedigls | ¢
nerab an

any vu e people in the community are kep

t oG IMol@st P noj lgast ageneral fhank yqu dg

everyone who contributes in whatever way into
making Great Bentley such a wonderful place to live.
Long may it continue!

Judy & Alan Bishop

c\/Perly ?ngn§/ tha{nkrs rtoe 3llptﬁen pseéplté IWhoI IEin%in

display my notices and posters throughout the year.

e é@y"g‘ﬁzﬁﬁ?’bw Jluli[e )f;\t th? Iacr)st Qfgc rg)Cprié {:lt e

ick at’ the horrington * Road
noticeboard, Jennie at Aingers Green notice board,
Carpenters, Tescos, and at the board at the school.
This is a great help advertising events.
Thanks and best wishes to you all.
Barbara

Grace and Di would like to give their heartfelt thanks
to Betty and Allan Kerridge, for all their kindness and
help in the bad weather and all the year round. They
are truly lovely friends and neighbours and we thank
God for them. God bless.

Grace Cox and Di Forrest

Many thanks to Anne and Andy Fairclough for their
help and kindness to my sister. They take a lot of
worry off my shoulders. Thank you Anne and Andy.

Grace Cox
STOP PRESS

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to
everyone who came along to our Coffee Morning on
11th December in aid of Support Our Soldiers. £438
was raised which will enable us to fill shoe boxes
with sweets, treats and a few essentials to send to
our boys and girls in Afghanistan. Rest assured a
smile will be brought to many a tired face. Special
thanks to our loyal team of helpers.

Iy, apd AlRPLEIShOB g i s ¢

Thank you to you both for all your hard work not only
for this worthy cause but also for our furry friends in
need. Ed.

Chur ch,



HORSE ARTILLERY IN
GREAT BENTLEY

| am researching and writing a book about the
Somerset Royal Horse Artillery who consisted of 200
men. For 18 months during World War | they were
stationed in the Colchester area (Wivenhoe, Frinton
and Great Bentley). | believe they were in huts at
Brook Farm, Great Bentley from April 1915 but were
billeted there from late 1914. They were in Frinton
from January to April 1915 with the Ammunition
Column at Thorpe-le-Soken ( Arnol d
Then the huts were built and they all went there just
after the epic football cup ties on Bentley Green in
April 1915. | would love to find photographs of one of
the matches. They finally moved to Colchester at the
end of 1915 and overseas to the Egypt and Palestine
Campaign in February 1916, returning from that 3
years later. | have trawled Essex newspapers in
archives but mo st fevent
The only mention of Great Bentley is the football and
the fact that they had Christmas dinner in 1914 in the
large schoolroom. There must be more, which is why
| thought a general appeal would help. | have a
marvellous report of a football match played on the
Green.

East Coast Illustrated & Clacton Graphic

April 3, 1915.

Somerset RHA joined the train at Thorpe-le-Soken
which was already
Devon Yeomanry and with great difficulty crowded the
carriages. On arrival at Bentley the village was
astonished at the great influx of khaki clad soldiers.
The Somersets changed at

went to extra time after O - O then the Devons scored
first and the Gunners equalised with 2 minutes to go.
The teams meet again to decide who plays West
Somerset Yeomanry in the final. West Somerset
Yeomanry had beaten fi Co
Devon Yeomanry.

As you can see, there were other units that formed
2/1st South western Mounted Brigade. My main
interest is with the RHA as their full history has never
been written up. If you have any snippets of
information, old newspaper cuttings or even photos
that might be of interest to me | would be very
pleased to receive them.

17 Brogden Crescent, Leeds, Maidstone,
Kent ME17 1RA

SomersetRHA@aol.com

David Porter

Benn‘_is_

hol ding

ANCIENT [ANDSCAPE.
by Frances Poardman

t he Frinton

Firs%ﬁo Session FREE

For more_informaton
contact  David Gollifer

01206
250309

i BARISTIMAS PAST'ANDIPRESENTY 2|

To celebrate the Birth of Christ
~ A feast was held.called Christmastide;
iThe Ar%e}toﬂelrln 8if Potk woul xc%ané%?“ ch
And round the walls they would arrange
The fruits of Nature from the Grange:
Holly, lvy, Mistletoe

s q u a4 G ree brighiby fregds oy,
A family time it used to be
To go to Church on Christmas morn.
But as the centuries advance
Big business saw the perfect chance
Its profits quickly to enhance.

And travel firms sell holidays
And children live so far away.

But stronger than commercial trends
The Christmas truth our hearts can fill:
Despite the selfish spoils of man
Be sure that Mother Nature can
Defeat the keenest human plan.
Hear the Christmas message still
Peace on Earth; to all, goodwill.




Peter
Potterings

If things go according to plan you will get your
January magazine in time for you to relax at
Christmas and enjoy reading it from cover to cover.
This is probably one of the most relaxing gardening
periods of the year. A glass or a cup of coffee in one
hand and a mince pie in the other means you will just
have to put one or the other down so you have a
spare hand to hold the gardening book you got as a
present, or a seed catalogue to examine.

Thoughts of
and vegetables are all there to study on the colourful
pages. It all sounds so easy you only have to buy a
packet of the seed and hey presto a wonderful flower
display - or have you?!! You need to check very
carefully on the information in the catalogue. Some
companies put lots of information such as how high
does it grow, what growing positions does it like,
perhaps a sunny position etc. etc. and this gives a
clue as to what seed you should buy. Once you
have made a list of what you need either take the list
to the local garden centre or probably better still post
the list to the seed companies.

Generally there is a lull in jobs to be done in
the garden at this time of year. If the weather allows
continue to do a bit of digging and general
preparation of the ground. This not only helps the
soil to break down in the frosts but also helps us to
get over all the excesses of the Christmas period
when we all eat something more unusual and often
in greater quantities.

One of the most popular plants given at
Christmas is the Poinsettia. This is a plant
originating in Mexico where it often grows up to 6
feet in height. This means the growing conditions
are vastly different to produce pot plants about 18
inches high. Before they arrive in the shops the
plants have to have specific conditions of
temperature and light. The temperature is probably
the easiest thing to control but the light levels need
to be kept dark for long periods followed by
controlled higher light levels than our climate usually
provides at this time of year.

It appears that a lot of the English growers
have stopped growing Poinsettia as the costs are too
high to be economic. This could mean that supplies
of the English grown plants, that are considered to
be more hardy and therefore last longer in your
home, will be low. A lot more of the plants will be
shipped in from foreign shores, (most likely Holland)
where they are grown very quickly, and unless you
can supply similar conditions in your home they will
not be very happy.

To keep your Poinsettia happy the following
suggestions might be helpful.

PoQon Siaximum light during our winter, and if you
can put a white reflective surface under the pot this
will help.

Temperature - average warmth say 55-60°F (warmer
than Cyclamen).

Watering - water thoroughly, then water again only
when the compost is moderately dry.

Misting - mist leaves frequently, especially when the
ifl owerso are out.

Special problems -

The main problem is loss of leaves (and flowers).

n e x-tthe floweasr 0 Phis ig @stially@lue to two reasons.

1 Watering - Poinsettias need moist air, So mist
leaves frequently but wait until the surface of
the compost is dry before watering the pot.
Do not however let the compost (and therefore
the roots) dry out completely as this will cause
the leaves to wilt and drop off.

2 Temperature - if the leaves suddenly drop off
without going through the wilting stage this is
likely due to temperature changes. Is the
plant in a position where it heats up rapidly
when the central heating radiator comes on,
but cools off quickly when the heating goes
off? (A lot of window sills are like this). Does
it get a cold blast of air when the door is
opened? Obviously treatment before you get
the plant can affect it, for example did it come
from the nice warm greenhouse and then
stand outside in the freezing cold at the local
market for hours before it was bought and
taken back home into the warm again? One
other possible cause of leaf drop is if the plant
is in poor light.
tree - which it is in its natural habitat - and
Autumn has come and it is time to go to sleep
for a bit).

Whatever you get for Christmas | hope you enjoy
them not only for Christmas but well into the New
Year.

PETER ALLINGTON

(Maybe



