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METHODIST LAY WORKER:
David Bavister, 2 Richmond Drive, Clacton-on-Sea
01255 427874

DOCTOR’S SURGERY:

Drs N.F. Cavenagh, M.J.N. Hunt, D.J. Letton, F. Bhatti,
& R.S. O'Reilly

The Hollies, The Green - 250691

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL.:
Mrs D. McMillan, “Pendee”, Weeley Road, Aingers Green
Home visits - 251773

POLICE:

Clacton 01255 221312

PCSO Sally Boyden 07798 602268 or Thorpe 01255 862843
PC. Heard 07967 466876

24 hour Non emergency number 0300 333 4444

PARISH COUNCIL:
Chairman - Jonathan Hills,
Grange Farm, Heckfords Rd, CO78RR - 798666

Clerk to the Council - Kate Mayhew

Correspondence to: The Clerk, Community Resource Centre,
Village Hall, Plough Road, Great Bentley, CO7 8LD
Telephone - 256410

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR:
Lynda McWilliams, Boblyn, St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green -
01206 250732

TENDRING RURAL WEST:
Derek Robinson, Brentor, Brightlingsea Road,
Thorrington, CO7 8JH - 01206 250557

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Paul Manwaring - 250966

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT:

Dreena Williamson - 250679 or if unavailable

Deputy: Anne Griffiths - 251605 (evenings & weekends only)
or Dennis Curry - 251717

MEDICAL AIDS:
Sylvia Adams 250160
Deputy - Paul Manwaring, 250966

TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME:
Rocket House, Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton:
01255 476068

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS:
Shelley Pizzey, 5 Keeble Court - 252385

VILLAGE HALL DAYTIME KEYHOLDER:
Sharon Smith 0787 6755365

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS:
Robert & Janet Taylor, Dominica, Moors Close - 250087

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL: - 250331
COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL: - 303511

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER:
Heather Taylor, Granville, Plough Road - 251004

COLCHESTER HOSPITALS: 01206 747474
CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717
FOOTPATH REP: David Gollifer 250309

VILLAGE CARETAKER: David Tyler - 251095

DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE:
Judy & Alan Bishop - 23 Cedar Way, 251702

CATS CRADLE: Beryl Gilbert - 250995
VILLAGE TRANSPORT REP: Peter Harry - 250511



EDITORIAL

We have just returned from a wonderful week away on the Isle of
Mull.  Our first visit to Scotland. For me there was only one
disappointment/glimmer of hope and that was the realisation that
even on quite remote footpaths there was a litter problem. The
Great Bentley Spring Clean is well underway and will reach its peak
on the early May Bank Holiday weekend. By then the whole village
and the roadside verges will have been cleared of litter. It is hoped
that this campaign will continue throughout the year restoring pride
to our community. Thank you to everyone who has supported this
worthy and worthwhile village initiative.

Our gardening expert who records his potterings each month in our
magazine, in my opinion, reflects a true gardener. Reading through
the Gardening supplement of the Telegraph recently | was horrified
to see that a well known lady gardener of TV fame was offering what
boiled down to 30 seedlings of a variety of lettuce plants for just
£29.95!!I For another mere £49.95 you could have 40 seedlings of
Cosmos, Zinnia and a Calendula “Indian Prince” etc. The latter self-
seeds on my allotment to the tune of I'd guess approximately
£1,000. Savvy Great Bentley gardeners will, of course, be picking
up their usual bargains from the Gardening Club (2nd May) and
Hospice (9th May) Plant Sales advertised in this months magazine.
For any youngsters planting tomatoes as instructed on page 24,
come along and buy your plants at a really good price from these
sales. It's great to see how the children at our village school and pre
-school are all participating in the growing of fresh fruit and
vegetables.

At the April Parish Council meeting Ulrike from Hastoe Housing gave
a presentation on the Great Bentley Affordable Housing Scheme.
This project will be underway shortly. If you were on the ORIGINAL
list for availability it is IMPERATIVE that you submit a Housing
Application. See page 32 for full details. The whole idea of this
scheme is that it is for Great Bentley people or those with close
connections. REGISTER NOW. Also please note the open
meeting organised by the Parish Council to discuss parking
problems in Plough Road, on Tuesday 5th May at 7.30pm in the
Methodist Church Hall. Please help the council by attending and
giving your valid and valuable opinions on this subject which affects
us all. See page 18.

Apparently the greatest all-round attraction at Kew Gardens is the
wonderful display of Bluebells in the woodland area. Well you only
need to travel to Thorringtonhall Woods to see a stunning display, on
2nd May, in aid of St Helena Hospice and details are on page 7.

MARY MASKELL

2009

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the
Editor take responsibility for the information given or views expressed
in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability accepted in
work undertaken by advertisers.
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Dear Friends,

We've bought some new flags for the flagpole on the church tower. The wind and rain had taken their toll on the
old ones.

We have a new St George’s flag for Church Festivals. It's not just for St George’s Day. We flew it for the first time
at Easter, when its plain red cross was particularly appropriate. We were flying the flag for the power of Jesus
Christ’s love to reconcile us to God our Father and to one another.

It will next be flying to celebrate Ascension Day on Thursday 21% May. You can see it close up at 7.00am that
morning, when we shall climb to the top of the tower to sing “Hail the day that sees him rise!” before enjoying
breakfast together in the Vestry Room. There’s a wonderful view from up there. You are very welcome to join us
for a “God’s eye view” of the village. Children will need to bring an adult with them. Alternatively there’s a more
traditional service at 7.30pm that evening, when we shall be looking to view the world through God’s loving eyes.

We shall fly it again for Pentecost on Sunday 31 May, when we shall be giving thanks for the gift of the Holy
Spirit. It will then stay flying for Sunday 7" June - Trinity Sunday — when the Bishop of Colchester will be coming
to St Mary’s for the Deanery Confirmation Service. The Trinity (“three in one and one in three”) is a celebration of
unity in diversity. It brings together different insights into God and reconciles them in a shared vision of faith. We
know God as our loving Father. We see God's love revealed in Jesus. We experience God’s love through his
Holy Spirit. All three are visions of the one God who is Love.

We also have a new Union Jack. We shall fly it for special national occasions like the Queen’s Official Birthday
next month and, of course, for Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day. The Union Jack is a splendid creation.
No wonder it became such an eye-catching design icon in the sixties and has continued to be so. It brings
together the crosses of St. George, St Andrew and St Patrick into a single coherent pattern. It celebrates both
unity and diversity. National flags don't have to be divisive. The crosses on our flags point us to God’s universal
love for everyone. They invite us to see the world through his eyes, with compassion, understanding, acceptance
and forgiveness. Theyencourage us to work together for reconciliation, peace, justice and common purpose.
That really is something to fly the flag for.

With love to you all,

(Revd. Canon Bernard Metcalfe - your Church of England Vicar)

We look forward to hearing about Canon Metcalfe’s visit to the Holy Land in the church at 7.30pm
on Thursday 7th May and would like to invite friends to join us.

On Wednesday 20th May at the 10am service of Holy Communion, we shall include our linked dioceses
and those in the Wave of Prayer for that day in the intercessions.

In March Jill and | attended a very happy Festival Service followed by the diocesan AGM in the Cathedral - it really
was a good day! We also attended the Deanery Quiet Day at Lawford which was very moving and challenging and
we thank Canon Pat Prestney for that.

The next special event for us in the deanery will be our Spring Festival Service being held in St James’ Church,
Clacton at 2pm on Friday 1st May at which the Rural Dean will commission Rev’d Philip Johnson as our Deanery
Chaplain and Mrs Molly Hoyle will be the speaker. All branch banners, together with the Deanery banner, will be
carried. It should be a ‘good’ afternoon - do come. Everyone will be welcome.

PS. Cakes or preserves will be appreciated for the Rainbow Fayre on Saturday 16th May.
Either Myrtle 250725 or Hilary 250608 will be pleased to receive any ‘goodies’. Thank you.

Myrtle Clayton




ST MARY’'S CHURCH

SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm GREAT BENTLEY
BELLRINGING PRACTICE - Every Monday - 7.30pm METHODIST
CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm CHURCH NEWS
Sat 29 2.00pm Wedding
F0 We welcome you to worship with us during May.
SUN. SF%)(L)J;JH SUSS?E(?rEmEuﬁiSoLER Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m.
' The lead f hi t out below:-
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School © leadlers o worship are set out below
12 noon Public Baptism rd : :
3.00pm Public Baptism May 3 Gill Bavister
Mon 4"  3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday May 10" Pastor David Bavister
Tue 4§ 7.30pm Deanery Synod at Frinton th
Wed 6"  10.00am Holy Communion May 17 Robert Taylor
~ 215pm Bentley Bears May 24" Phil Bingham
Thur 7 7.30pm MU in the Vestry Room st ,
Sat & 12noon — 2pm Churches Together Christian Aid May 31 Maddy Whittle
Hunger Lunch in the Methodist Church
SUN. 10" EASTER 5 - CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS  EVENTS IN MAY
(10" — 17" MAY) Prayer Breakfast 9" May 8.30
8.00am Holy Communion rayer breaxdas ay 8.sbam
9.30am Sun_g Eucharist for all the Church Coffee morning 1% May Friday 10am to 12noon.
11.30 an;'lly Banti Our chosen charity for this month is Help For Heroes.
-20pm ublic Baptism _ This charity supports service personnel who have been
6.30pm Deanery Celebration at St Paul’s, injured in the line of duty
. Clacton '
t y .
Mon. 11" Al Day Collﬁgg Olf Canon’s Day in the Coffee Morning in April. Many thanks to all who helped
Cathe ira . . . us with this event. £140 was raised for Church Funds.
3“‘ 7.30pm Standing Committee in the Vicarage
Wed 1 10.00am Holy Communion CAMEO this month. 11" Ma : . o
) . . , y 7pm Since this is Christian
Sat 1§H 2.00pm St Mary's Church Rainbow Fair Aid week we shall have a simple meal and watch a DVD
SUN. 1 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER of the work of Christian Aid. Phone 250431 or 250087 for
8.00am Holy Communion more details
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School '
2.00pm Public Baptism Christian Aid Hunger Lunch 9" May Noon to 2pm
Mon. 18" 8.00pm Archdeacon’s Visitation at St St I ungertu y P
Nicholas, Harwich th th
' ; Luncheon Club 127 & 26" May
Wed. 20" 105.90am Holy Communion. If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
THUR 21 ASCENSION DAY f h fth please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see if
7.00am I—:]ymnhSmglng fr(?lmt gtbOpbo tk? you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
.C LrjlrcVTowelg oliowed by brea aStyourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged
In the Vestry Room to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church.
7.30pm Sung Eucharist
SUN 24" SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A week in the life of our Church
8.00am Holy Communion Sunda Morning worship 11am
9.30am Word and Worship Service for all the'\/ll:)nda);/ Camtlaog7v£)/m P
1.00 %hlgfh gamlly Tuesday Luncheon Club
3'00pm ubl!c aptism Thursday morning Parent & Toddlers
h Jopm Public Baptisms . Thursday evening Teenagers Youth Club
Mon 25" 3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday Friday Coffee Morning
Wed 27 10.00am Holy Commumon Friday evening Adventurers Club
Thur. 28" 8.00pm PCC in the Vestry Room Saturday Prayer Breakfast
SUN 3T PENTECOST
8.00pm Holy Communion

We are pleased that there are so many events and
activities in our premises. What can we do on
Wednesdays?

9.30pm Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
11.00am Public Baptism
12.00 noon  Public Baptism 3



SIDESPERSONS’S ROTA

Sunday 3rd May - 4th Sunday of Easter

Zonia Wood & Myrtle Clayton
Maida Brown

Sidespersons
Intercessions

Sunday 10th May - 5th Sunday of Easter

Rita & Alan Coles
(Mandy Miles to read)

Sunday 17th May - 6th Sunday of Easter

Sidespersons
Intercessions

Sidespersons

Lynn & Roger Carey-Smith
Myrtle Clayton

Thursday 21st May - Ascension Day
Sidesperson
Sunday 24th May - 7th Sunday of Easter
Sidespersons

Maria Pagram

Pat & Luke Berriman
Sunday 31st May - Pentecost

Mike & Maida Brown
Penny Metcalfe

Sidespersons
Intercessions

COFFEE ROTA

3rd Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden
10th
17th
24th
31st

Carole & Peter Allington
Jean Twyman & Mandy Miles
Bev Adams

Mike & Maida Brown

CLEANING ROTA

2nd Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden
9th  Edna Black

16th
23rd
30th

Dennis & Jean Jones
Nicky Justice

Penny Metcalfe

MARRIAGE

William George Marshall
and Jenny May Acultt

2nd May

BAPTISMS

3rd May Henry Christopher John William Smoker
3rd May Alice Ann Black
10th May  Phoebe Cecilia Racher
17th May  Ashton James Buxton
24th May Isla Mae Pearson
Isobel Rose Pearson
24th May  Joanne Elizabeth Herbert
Archibald James Herbert
Eva Scarlett Herbert
Oscar Winston Herbert
31st May  Eva Lily Battle
Melanie Ann Battle
31st May Keira Alice Tutt

BLOOD DONORS

Friday
29th May

Great Bentley
Village Hall

BRIGHTLINGSEA
FARMERS’ MARKET

5
s
Thursday 28th May

9am - 12 noon

Brightlingsea
CommunityCentre
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THOMAS PHILIP RENAULT

is 8 on
7th May

Lots of Love
Kisses and hugs
from Grandma and Grandad
XXXX

Happy 18th Birthday

PAUL SAUNDERS

May 24th

Lots of love always
Mum, Dad and Emma
X X X

AUSTIN HOOPER

is7
on 27th May Q,.?..?

Have a fantastic birthday
We love you loads

Lots of Hugs and Kisses
Mummy, Daddy and Marni
XXX

While attending a Marriage Encounter Weekend,
Tony and Julie listened to the instructor declare
‘It is essential that husbands and wives know the
things that are important to each other.’

He addressed the men. ‘Can you each name
and describe your wife's favourite flower?’

Tony leaned over, touched
Julie’s arm gently and
whispered,

‘Self-raising, isn’t it?’

hank Yo

A Safari Supper

Many congratulations and thanks to Peter Harry
for organising such a superb Safari Supper
evening recently. | am sure everyone involved
would like to join Shirley and me in saying what a
successful and enjoyable social event it was; an
ideal opportunity to get to know neighbours whom
one had not met before, or only knew slightly. Not
knowing who would be arriving at your door, and
who you would be going to for the next course
makes for exciting anticipation. Consequently ,
sincere thanks from Shirley and me to Chris and
Donald, and Wendy and Peter, for their delicious
starters and desserts!

As a result of the whole evening, we know
several more people much better than we did
beforehand.

Needless to say, the timing and logistics of
such an event are all important, and Peter, you
ran it like a battleship. Well done!

We are looking forward already to the next
one!

Paul Manwaring

Recently Judy and | have taken donations of
bedding to the following: The Colne Valley
Animal Rescue at White Colne, Clacton Animal
Aid in Little Clacton and The Greyhound Trust at
Clarkes Farm in Little Totham. Steve, the man in
charge at Clarkes Farm has in the last few weeks
returned to the centre following a period of
enforced rest after a replacement hip operation.
He now walks normally again but it is clear that he
could do with more of the rest that he had been
having, but with 75 lively Grehounds to look after
he’s not likely to get it. Items donated by so many
kind village folk have included blankets, old
curtains, sheets, bedcovers, throws and sleeping
bags. Towels of all sizes have been donated in
great numbers over recent months and these are
particularly useful during spells of wet weather.
Regrettably duvets, pillows and cushions are not
used so no thank you to those. Several kind
people have donated pet food along with their old
bedding. This is shared between the rescues that
we support and helps to keep costs as low as
possible. Thank you all very much.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702




BLUEBELL SERVICE =

You are invited to a special
CREATION SERVICE

in the Bluebell Wood at Little Bentley
on
Sunday 3rd May at 3.00pm
Bring all the family. Well behaved pets welcome
Tea and Cakes in the Church Hall after the Service
Please park at St Mary’s Church, Little Bentley
Transport will be provided to the woods from 2.30pm

for those not wishing to walk

If you want to walk please follow the signs
from the Church but allow at least 20 minutes

DIGGING FOR GOLD?

Avert your eyes all Parish Councillors!!

Regular readers of this magazine will be only too
aware that our allotment gardens get regular column
space on an almost monthly basis. At present there
is a waiting list for available plots. This has become
a national dilemma and in some parts of the country
people are having to wait approximately 10 years.

HOWEVER, an advert in the East Anglian Daily
Times of 6th April (I did check if it was 1st April),
reads thus;

ALLOTMENT PLOTS
Rarely available:
£178 per year
(1 off payment £2,500 covers 14 year period)
Limited number of plots to be released on a first
come first served basis. Good light soil.

No, we have not made a typing error.
Can't stop......... off to make sure there are no
squatters on my plot.

WALK NOTES

We had been to take our garden
waste to the re-cycling centre at
Martin’'s Farm and decided to look in
to the new country park on the
reclaimed land. | was so impressed
that | decided to write about it, but blow me, on
opening the April issue there it was, described in
detail.

It has been built up as a hill in place of the
original broad slope to Flag Creek so gives good
distant views all around. So take binoculars or
telescope and stand to get the best out of them.
This will also help to distinguish between a slow
flying Heron and a Buzzard or to look for the Roe
and Red Deer across in St Osyth Park, which can be
heard bellowing in the rutting season. June always
looks out for traces of Badgers where they have
been looking for worms. We were amused to see
they find it easier to dig their little holes in the nice
new gravel paths rather than in the grass so watch
out with your bikes or wheel chairs.

As to the walks, there is a path on the
boundary with St Osyth Priory that leads past the
Howlands Marsh and the bird hides to the village
and onwards to the Mill Dam Pond and many
directions beyond that. Note that if the waterside
path is flooded by a high tide we may go over the
little bridge into the garden of the first house to get
by dry shod. | have the fanciful idea that if the old
conveyer tunnel could be re-opened at the other end
for walkers it could link with the path to South Heath
and avoid going on the main road.

The north end of the Park comes up against
the marina and leisure centre so you would need a
boat to pick up the paths to Hill Cottages. You may
scoff but we really did use a canoe and sailing boat
to get around once and in this watery terrain is the
quickest way between places like Brightlingsea,
Colne Point or East Mersea, unless you get the tides
wrong then it isn't.

Coming down to earth (or should | say back to
shore?) we decided the new park will be a nice place
for us old folk to go for a stroll and give the dog a run
once these cold winds give over.

Dave Kirby

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Weeleyhall Wood
Bluebell Day

Sunday 3rd May




REPORT OF INCIDENTS IN THE GREAT BENTLEY
AREA DURING MARCH

Nuisance Youth 2 The Path and Aingers Green
Suspicious Circumstances 1 at Scout Hut
Concern for Welfare 4
Road Traffic Accident with Injuries 2, Thorrington Rd
Station Rd
Road Traffic Accident without Injuries 2 The Green
Hollybush Hill
Shoplifting 1 Plough Road
Seized vehicle 1 Birch Ave, no insurance
Theft other 1 Weeley Rd, Aingers Green
Alarm Intruder 2 Railway Station, De Vere Estate
in both cases all was in order and no
intruder was found
Level Crossing 1 - Railway crossing faulty

There may be some reported incidents that can't be
reported in Great Bentley Parish News because they
are sensitive or for confidential reasons.

UPDATE ON THE INCDENT THAT OCCURRED
on the 28th February

The Forge and Play Area
Rubbish left and glass bottles smashed all over
the play area and damage to the Forge

| had put a notice in April Parish News for anyone with
any information on this incident, but at this point in
time no one has come forward with any more
information on this incident.

RUBBISH BIN OUTSIDE TESCO

The management of Tesco reported to me that
someone had left dog mess on top of a rubbish bin
outside the shop. For one thing it is not hygienic to
leave the dog mess there and it is not fair on staff at
Tesco to clear the mess up. There are lots of dog bins
all around the village for the mess to be put in.

One thing before the end of my report .....

On the 6th April it was two years since | started work
in the Great Bentley area. | would like to thank
everyone on the Parish Council, Lynda our District
Councillor and everyone in the village for their help
and support over the last two years.

THE NEXT BEAT SURGERY (2%

W, .

WILL BE HELD
ON 12TH MAY %t/ “
AT THE METHODIST
CHURCH

FROM 1lam to 12 noon
You can contact me on 0300 333 4444, extension
487603/4 or on the parish mobile 07798 602268.
email: Addres@essex.pnn.police.uk

PCSO 71678 Sally Boyden
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If anyone has any craft items/home made
cards which we can sell on the Craft Stall at
the Bluebell Open Day these would be
gratefully accepted.

Please contact Mary Maskell 250524.
Anything which is left will be taken to the
Hospice Plant Sale at Great Bentley Village
Hall on 9th May

P 000 0000000000000 000000000000000000000m

MEMORIES

My head is full of memories
Of the many paths I've trod.
A memory full of stories
More happy than sad.

At school it was called day-dreaming
There ones thoughts were free.
Now I'm old it's called reminiscing
Let’s refresh them over a cup of tea.

D. Gibbs

‘..........................
L N N N NN NN NN RN NN NNNNN NN

MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 12th May

Tuesday 26th May

9.30am - 10.30am
Outside the Plough Inn




Peter’s
Potterings

What a wonderful year we have had for colourful
spring flowers. The daffodils this year have been the
best that | can remember for several years.

Now it's the turn of the hedgerows and
flowering shrubs to give a colourful display. One of
the brightest hedging, or at least one that catches
the eye, is the Hawthorn or May tree. The amount of
blossom depends on how the hedge has been
managed. If the hedge has been cut back hard in
the Autumn it will have just a few white flowers
peeping out, while a hedge or tree that has not been
cut back will be covered in spectacular clouds of
white blossom. Hawthorn is not the earliest blossom
in the hedgerow as Blackthorn blooms earlier with
small white blossoms outlined against bare branches
about a month earlier. The Hawthorn flowers
against a backdrop of fresh green leaves and hence
looks a lot brighter.

We tend to think of hedgerows as typical of
the British countryside. In fact they are relatively
recent. Many of our hedges date from the
eighteenth century when the new Enclosure Acts
came in, and new hedges were needed to mark the
new fields. The reason Hawthorn was chosen is
because it is fast growing and establishes quickly,
and it is very tough. If the hedge you are looking at
is mainly hawthorn it is probably recent but if it
contains a number of woody species it could be a lot
older. General rule of thumb is for every species
found in 100 feet of hedge multiply this number by
100 to give the approximate age of the hedge.

There is one plant in the garden that we really
take for granted. We walk all over it, we prune it
weekly, kick it, scuff it and generally abuse it, but it
keeps on coming up smiling at us. Yes, grass is
pretty hard to offend, but it will repay you if you look
after it. Perhaps we don't realise that every time we
cut it we remove some of its energy and this needs
to be regularly replaced to keep a nice green surface
that helps to offset the pretty flowers in the borders.
Hopefully you applied a Spring feed a couple of
months ago, possibly including weed and moss
killer, as well as fertiliser. Now is the time to
continue the good work with a general lawn fertiliser.
It is important to distribute the granules evenly and at
the right rate. | have just done mine and on reading
the container found the right weight to spread over 1
square metre (yards, feet and inches seem to have
disappeared). | got a small plastic bag, grabbed a
standard handful of fertiliser, dropped it into the bag
then weighed it on the kitchen scales (the wife was
not looking). Fortunately my handful was just about
the right weight. Using a few bamboo poles that will

soon be reused for the runner beans, | made a
series of one metre squares on the lawn, then
scattered one handful into each square. Job done,
and as my lawn is small no problem, but if you have
a large lawn it is probably better to hire or buy a
purpose made spreader.

It is going to be a difficult decision this year
when to take up the winter bedding pansies etc. and
plant with the summer bedding plants. The pansies
at this time of year are often looking a bit straggly,
but this year due probably to the colder weather
earlier on when the plants were held back, they are
still looking really good. You do however have to
steel yourself and take them out by the end of this
month so the next plants can go in. If you leave it
until much later in say June, the plants do not get the
chance to get their roots established, and hence
tolerate the hot dry and sunny weather we all hope
we are going to get this year. | suppose we can
always give them lots of TLC and water constantly,
but | thought gardening was supposed to be fun and
relaxing.

Now is a good time to sow a few herb seeds in
pots to use with the vegetables we hope will produce
bountifully in the garden. Fill a medium size pot with
compost and sprinkle a small pinch of Basil seeds on
the top, then add a thin layer of vermiculite or fine
compost, water and cover with a polythene bag. Put
them on the window sill where they will germinate
within a couple of weeks. When germinated keep
them in a nice warm spot (they don't like cold
draughts) and when the leaves get big enough start
picking. Don't let the plants go to seed and if they
start to produce flower spikes, pinch these out.
Reading a new seed catalogue the other day they
were listing many varieties of Basil from the
traditional culinary Basil then the choice was
cinnamon flavoured, green or purple crinkly leaves,
lemon fragrance, lime fragrance, strong spicy smell
and taste and Greek Basil which is a much smaller
plant with corresponding small leaves. So there you
have it. You can of course do what | do when
something goes wrong and | buy a pot of ready
grown from the supermarket. Keep them well
watered and give an occasional feed and they will
last quite a long time. | suppose | should not have
been surprised by the choice of Basils as we have
had normal mint, lemon mint, spearmint mint,
chocolate mint etc. for quite a long time. (My
favourite is the spearmint).

Finally during May weeds grow like fury and it
is essential to keep on top of them so keep the hoe

going.
PETER ALLINGTON



BRIGHTLINGSEA/POINT CLEAR/EAST MERSEA
FOOT FERRY

The Brightlingsea/Point Clear/East Mersea Foot Ferry started its sixth season on 10"
April 2009, providing ease of access between the three communities for both local people
and visitors to the area.

The Ferry provides not only a means of crossing the creek, but opens up
opportunities to explore the vast number of attractions and facilities the area has to offer.
You can visit the historic town of Brightlingsea and discover its long heritage, friendly
town centre shops and eating places, or enjoy the busy waterfront and ‘Blue Flag’ beach. Alternatively you can visit
Cudmore Grove Country Park at East Mersea, or visit the Aviation Museum, housed in a Martello Tower at Point
Clear, which is approximately two miles from the historic village of St Osyth.

The area is ideal for the cyclist or walker or nature lover who can use the ferry to discover the natural beauty of
the Tendring district at a relaxing and leisurely pace taking time to linger at the facilities on offer.

The custom built ferry boat has a ramp which can be lowered to allow easy access for wheelchair users and
cycles, as well as foot passengers using the service.

Use of the ferry greatly reduces road miles travelled in the region. Typically a round trip by road between
Brightlingsea and Point Clear is 20 miles, which takes just 3 minutes on the ferry. The round trip by road to East
Mersea is 40 miles, but only takes approximately 9 minutes by ferry. The environmental benefits of using the ferry as
a real alternative to road travel are clearly recognisable.

The success of the ferry can be attributed to widely promoting the area and a professional service offered by
the operators, Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners, as well as to the support given by local residents and visitors
taking advantage of this important asset.

In order to provide the best possible service to our customers, Brightlingsea Foot Ferry will operate a ‘Dial a
Ferry’ service in low season to ensure users can access the local area between April and October.

‘Dial a Ferry’ can be booked by calling the Harbour Office before 1pm daily on 01206 302200.

Clear signage is provided to all ferry departure points and a walkway has been installed on Point Clear Beach,
making it easier to access and enjoy using the ferry during the summer of 2009 and beyond.

This season we look forward to welcoming passengers old and new, using the ferry to discover our three
communities or enjoy a pleasure trip to explore the diverse natural beauty of the area.

Ferry trip timetables are available from local shop s, Tourist Information Centres, Libraries and vario us other
outlets in the region.

Further details are available on the Brightlingsea Ferry Website www.brightlingseaharbour.org
or the Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners on 01206 302200.

FERRY TIMETABLE 2009

10th April - 17th July: Weekends & Bank Holidays - Scheduled Service: Mon-Fri Dial-a-Ferry

18th July - 1st Sept: Scheduled Service

2nd - 27th Sept: Weekends & Bank Holidays - Scheduled Service: Mon-Fri Dial-a-Ferry

28th Sept - 1st Nov: Dial-a-Ferry

Daily Operating Times: 10-12.30 and 13.00-17.30: NB No Service between 12.30-13.00 daily (lunch break )
Scheduled Service: Brightlingsea-Point Clear-Brightlingsea : On demand except when the ferry is crossing to

East Mersea (see below)

Brightlingsea-East Mersea-Brightingsea: Three scheduled crossings each day, additional
crossings can be provided on request.

Depart from Brightlingsea at 11.00, 13.30 and 1600:
Depart from East Mersea at 11.15, 13.45 and 16.15:

Fares (each Way) Brightlingsea - Point Clear -  Adults £1.50: Child 50p: Senior Citizen: £1.00 Cycles/Dogs 50p.
Brightlingsea or Point Clear - East Mersea Adults £2.00, Child £1.50, Senior Citizen £1.50
cycles/Dogs £1.00
Dial-a-Ferry

Brightlingsea-Point Clear:  Adults £2.00, Child 50p, Senior Citizen £1.50, Cycles/Dogs 50p

Brightlingsea or Point Clear - East Mersea Adults £2.50, Child £1.50,
Senior Citizen £2.00, Cycles/Dogs £1.00

During Operating Times the ferry can be contacted o  n Mobile 07981 450169
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB

Club News
April was the start of our new season at GBRC and the AGM gave us a chance to look at the highs and lows of
the previous year.

In his final report as Chairman, Clive described a very successful year for the club. Membership was up by
16% to over 100, our 2008 races were very successful and our Half Marathon was voted the best road race in
Essex in 2008. The cross country season was also a successful campaign for the Club and we retained our
status in Pool A. There were some terrific performances on the road, but the outstanding achievement in
2008 was Keith Scrivener completing his 100" marathon at the Essex County Championship event at
Halstead.

Our Club treasurer Lyn reported that the Club had had a good financial year. This had enabled us to purchase
our own race clock and make a substantial donation to the Essex Air Ambulance.

Tom summarised the membership year and reported that numbers had increased to 109, up 15 since the last
AGM. This is our highest ever number of members and the first time that membership has gone above 100.
In 2007 we only had 9 members below 30 years of age, but in 2008 that number has increased to 15 and our
average age is now down to a youthful 42!

Team Captains Clive Jones and Nicky Brown described successful seasons, but Nicky did say that she was
very disappointed at the standard of baking provided by the men’s team at the final cross-country event.
Promises of pineapple up-side-down cake failed to materialise and it was even alleged that Mr. Kipling actually
did the baking!

There was an interesting debate about whether or not the Club should affiliate to the British Triathlon
Association. Triathlon is a rapidly growing sport, and several Great Bentley Running Club members enjoy
competing in sprint and Olympic distance events. The motion to join BTA was carried at the AGM by a large
majority and will now be put to the club membership for ratification.

Club Website

Apologies if you have been trying to look at the Club website over the last couple of weeks. Unfortunately, our
site had been hacked and used as a vehicle to send spam emails, so we were off-line for a couple of weeks
while the problems were sorted out. | am pleased to report that we are up and running again with enhanced
security.

Recent Events

Seven Great Bentley members took part in the Waitrose Sudbury 5 on Good Friday. Dave Green produced
another excellent performance to finish in third place in 26mins 58secs. Dave Wright was 22" in 30mins
47secs, Dan Foster was 45", a couple of minutes behind, and Bob Watt was 76" in just over 36mins. The
McKay family all took part with Joanne leading the way from Dad John and Mum Sue.

Attention now turns to the Flora London Marathon. This is when all the hard work through the cold, dark winter
months should pay off! Good luck to everyone taking part.

Club News

If you are interested in finding out more about Great Bentley Running Club, take a look at our website,
www.gbrc.org.uk, come along to the Village Hall at 7pm any Wednesday evening, or contact Lyn Foster or Bob
Watt. We'll be delighted to see you!

Chair Secretary
Lyn Foster Bob Watt
tel: 01206 870135 tel: 01206 822172

email: lyn.foster@btopenworld.com email: watt136@btinternet.com

Tom Geddes
GBRC
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ST MARY'S CHURCH

‘“pow -FQJ'»

SATURDAY 16th MAY

2.00pm
Church Grounds

Novelty Stalls, Tombola, Raffle, Plant Stall,
Games, Barbecue, Refreshments
The School Choir ‘The Bentley Stars’
and much more

Disabled Facilities

| would be grateful for donations for the Fayre. Cakes
and biscuits to sell with the teas. Anything
homemade, including cakes, preserves and sweets
for the produce stall, and any surplus vegetables or
cut flowers from your allotment or garden. All these
items can be brought to the church anytime on the
morning of the 16™.

I would also like any books, nearly new toys or
items suitable for the tombola. If possible, | would
like to have these at least a week before the event,
please. They can be left at the back of the church on
a Sunday morning or at any event in the church. |
can also collect.

We are hoping that our
stallholders and those who
attend the Fayre will enter
into the spirit of the day and
dress in bright colours.

Please ring me if
you want further information
or have a donation that needs
collecting.

This year it is the Churches' turn to run the tea stall at
the Carnival. We will be needing LOTS of cakes on
the day. We will also need help running the stall. If
you are able to provide cakes or have an hour or two
to spare on June 27", please contact me on the
number below.

Thank you
Maria Pagram - 01206 250280
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BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS

Present the comedy

Leslle Sands @

Directed by Donald Walker
to be held at

The Methodist Church Hall
Great Bentley

on
Thursday 14th Friday 15th
and Saturday 16th May 2009

Tickets available from the Post Office
from Monday 27th April
priced £5 each

This amateur production is presented by arrangement
with Joseph Weinberger Ltd

GREAT BENTLEY ART CLUB
ANNUAL EXHIBITION

SATURDAY and SUNDAY

6th and 7th JUNE

Opening Times
10am - 5pm

Admission 50p
to include catalogue

Refreshments Available




Surgery News

It's the time of year when those of us who pay for our prescriptions have to dig a little deeper
into our pockets as the price per item goes up yet again. Each item now costs £7.20.

If you do pay for your prescriptions, and have more than one item each month, it is probably
worth investing in a prepayment certificate. A year’s certificate costs £104.00, which can
represent a huge saving for some people. (Someone paying normal charges for two items
per month over a year would have to fork out a whopping £172.80, i.e. £68.80 more.) You
can also get a quarterly certificate these days for £28.25. If you want to order a certificate or
need further advice on the subject, you can ring 0845 850 0030 or visit www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/
HealthCosts.. Alternatively we have leaflets and forms here at the surgery,

Incidentally, with prescription charges, I'm afraid that it is a case of “Don’t shoot the messenger”, as neither the
practice nor the pharmacy has the power to waive or reduce them. They are a government tax which we are stuck
with — at least for the time being.

We got the results of our latest annual Patient Survey a few weeks ago and some of the results are worth sharing
with you. As ever, thanks to those of you who took part. (I hope it isn’'t the same people year after year who get
asked.) You have helped us to look objectively at some of the things we do and at our overall levels of
performance.

I'm delighted to say that our overall results were noticeably better than last year, so we must have listened to and
acted upon what you told us a year ago. However, there are still areas which need improvement.

You were happier with our telephone answering performance — a satisfaction score of 69 as opposed to 65 last year
and a national figure of 59. We still want to get this higher though and our Reception Manager, Diana Woodward,
has imposed stiff new targets for staff who answer the telephones. You can still help us out a little by ringing at “off-
peak” times for non-urgent matters — i.e. generally between 1 o’clock and 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when the
‘phones are normally at their quietest.

On our part, we will be looking again at our fairly venerable telephone system over the next few months to see
whether it can be modernised or improved. | suspect that most people would hate to start doing things like pressing
“1” to speak to receptionists or whatever, but it is time to look at new facilities that are available in case there is
something that might magically improve our performance.

Disappointingly, our rating for time you spent in the waiting room before getting in to your appointment had not
improved this year. We were again better than the national average, but we really do need somehow to keep you
waiting for less time. The doctors and nurses are aware of this and are trying hard to keep to schedule, but you can
again help us, this time by keeping to the “one problem per 10 minute slot” principle. If you have more than one
issue to deal with, or if you think you need to discuss something complicated, please remember to ask for a longer
appointment. This will help doctors and nurses run to time as well as ensuring that you don't feel under pressure to
hurry.

Another area that we need to work on is making sure that, whenever we can, we get you in to see the doctor of your
choice. This isn't always possible, as none of the GPs are here all the time — even the most popular of them need
to go home and sleep occasionally. In an attempt to satisfy more people on this score though, we try very hard to
direct patients to the most appropriate person to deal with their problem. This may not always be your favourite
doctor. Sometimes, a nurse, one of the Healthcare Assistants — or one of the other GPs — will sort things out for
you better and more quickly.

This is why the receptionists, when you ask for an appointment, try to get just a bit of basic information from you
about why you need to be seen. They don't want the gory details and really aren’t being nosey or intrusive. They
are just trying to make sure that you see the right person first time, which could save you the frustration of a wasted
trip to the surgery. Please help them to help you by telling them a little about why you are coming. Whatever you
say will be totally in confidence.

I'll try to give out more information and results from the survey another month. Meanwhile, many thanks to Mary
Maskell for helping us to interpret the results and for helping us formulate our plans for improving things over the
next twelve months.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet's
corner

PET'S BEHAVOUR

As our new little dog starts to grow up, | am reminded
that pets, like humans, often have behaviour problems.
You cannot expect a pet to grow up from a baby without
wondering what to do next, and then when trying
something out finding that it is not what its owner
wanted it to do. Pets, like children, often have a mind of
their own. My two boys aged 11 and 12 years old
frequently want to do something else other than Mum
and Dad’s wishes (and they have not yet got into the
dreaded teenage years)! Children usually have a parent
to tell them what to do as they grow up but animals are
usually parted from their mothers when relatively young
and so they don't have anyone to copy. They are often
left alone and at times this can give rise to some of the
most common separation anxiety problems of barking
and chewing. Most dogs bark sometimes and some
bark all the time it seems. The worst thing you can do
is to yell at them all the time to stop them. For most
dogs this only makes them bark even more, because
you then pay attention to them, which is what they
wanted in the first place. If they bark you appear, so
what is more natural than when left alone, they bark to
get your attention. The same also goes for weeing in
the house! If you are not there well they may just
continue to bark hoping some companionship will arrive.
This is not really a medical problem - it is really a
behaviour problem. Vets can often help a lot in this
area or know someone who can.

Chewing is also sometimes a problem. Well it's
not really a behaviour problem, at least not for dogs, as
this is what they do to their food naturally. Seriously
dogs always chew, so give them something else to
chew, as a form of distraction. Dogs often feel more
comfortable if they have something to chew on when
you are not around, so give them plenty of alternatives.
A rawhide bone, good quality rubber toys can even
include teeth cleaning aids or Buster cubes (put treats
inside and the dog has to work to get them out of small
holes) are all very useful. But please, NEVER give a
proper bone to gnaw on - it can cause fractured teeth
and thus painful tooth infections, needing professional
dental treatment (which often means the use of
anaesthetics and even surgery). It can also cause
constipation, vomiting or diarrhoea.

Cats do not tend to chew your favourite slippers
like the dog does, but some breeds, especially Siamese
often seem to like chewing fabric, especially wool or
cotton, both natural fibres - do not leave threads
around, especially with needles on the end. | have
taken a few of these out surgically too! Cats also have
their own form of kneading with the claws. | am sure

most of us with cats have been victim to a few claw
marks somewhere in the house (especially on
Anaglyptic wallpaper) or garden. This again is natural
and is used by the cats to keep their claws in good
condition. The most successful -
remedy in this case is to again et
provide a distraction. There l(é\‘f’"\‘?,\“}' !
are a number of cat scratching AN AAY
posts available from most pet
shops.

MARK ALLINGTON
B.Sc Cert VD
BVM & S: MRCVS

THINGS CHILDREN WROTE
ABOUT THE SEA

This is a picture of an octopus. It has
eight testicles.
Kelly age 6

Oysters’ balls are called pearls.
James age 6

If you are surrounded by sea you are an island. If you
don’t have sea all round you, you are incontinent.
Wayne age 7

Sharks are ugly and mean, and have big teeth, just
like Emily Richardson. She’s not my friend any more.
Kylie age 6

I’'m not going to write about the sea. My baby brother
is always screaming and being sick, my Dad keeps
shouting at my Mum, and my big sister has just got
pregnant, so | can't think what to write.

Amy age 6

Some fish are dangerous. Jelly fish can sting.
Electric eels can give you a shock. They have to live
in caves under the sea where | think they have to plug
themselves into chargers.

Christopher age 7

Divers have to be safe when they go under the water.
Two divers can’'t go down alone, so they have to go
down on each other.

Becky age 8
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GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
ARE HOLDING A
CELEBRITY MEMORABILIA AUCTION
AND
INFLATABLE FUN DAY
ON THE 6th JUNE
From 12 noon until 4.00pm

Eastenders Fans this is your lucky day, also donations
have been received from Gary Lineker, Anne
Robinson, Tess Daly, Dermont O’Leary and George
Sampson of “Britain’s Got Talent’ fame. We have
signed books from Esther Ranzen, Lauren Child, Will
Gatti and much much more.

Come and have a burger or hotdog and let the children
play on the inflatables; (wrist band

for £5 covers any inflatable from 12

We will have a

. noon - 4.00pm).
% bar as well as hot and soft drinks.

EVERYONE WELCOME

GREAT BENTLEY
GARDENING CLUB

SPRING PLANT SALE

10 — 12 NOON,
Village Hall

SATURDAY 2NP MAY 2009

SHRUBS, VEGETABLE AND FLOWER
PLANTS, SEEDLINGS
COFFEES/TEAS, CAKE STALL, RAFFLE
BRIC A BRAC
GARDEN IMPLEMENTS, BOOKS

THE GREAT
BENTLEY
SHOW

The Show committee met on the 1% April (no jokes
please!) and noted that the 2009 schedules are
available at the Post Office and various other
outlets..

Members were pleased to report significant progress
in the preparation for this year's show. The
committee, expertly managed by Derek Burdett, is
really on the ball and is a superb example of what
can be achieved by a group of village people! Would
that we could organise the weather as well......that
would be something else!

Easter has gone, cricket is back on the green, the
Carnival is on the way, gardens are looking good
and the sun is shining......please put Saturday 5™
September-Great Bentley Show Day in your diary.

A CAKE COLLECTION WILL BE
MADE ON MONDAY 18™ MAY AT
CHRIS'S AT NEW MAY HOUSE
AND FRIDAY 22"° MAY AT
SYLVIA'S AT 68 BIRCH AVENUE
UNTIL 12 NOON ON BOTH DAYS.
THESE WILL THEN BE TAKEN TO
THE HOSPICE TO REPLENISH
THEIR DEPLETED STOCK.

A HUGE THANK
YOU TO ALL KIND

BAKERS IN THE VILLAGE!

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE 2009 MAGAZINE
Friday 15th May 2009

EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED

Material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green

, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”

email: carole@pncallington.co.uk

The Great Bentley Parish Website is: www.greatbentl

eyparishcouncil.co.uk




Great Bentley Conservation Group

Can the Countryside Produce Both Enough Food and Wi Idlife

An illustrated talk by Guy Smith who farms 1,200 acres at Wigborough
Wick Farm, St. Osyth.

Guy explained that as a farmer, he must produce food and make a profit. In years to come, the world will not be able
to produce enough food for its needs and farming will be increasingly important. However, this need not conflict with
conservation. It is quite possible to be a good farmer and a good conservationist.

The marsh at St. Osyth, where Guy farms, has probably been farmed for hundreds of years, mainly with sheep
and cattle. During the war, this was put over to arable farming and continues to this day. The fields are interspersed
with broad wet ditches called fleets. There are barn owl boxes on the marsh and the owls also nest in the old barn.
Now there are 6 pairs of barn owls on the farm and David Wilkin monitors the nest sites and rings the chicks.
Pesticides, nitrates and phosphates are kept out of the marsh and ditch water on the farm, and tests are done by
Essex University from time to time. Gone are the days when DDT was sprayed on everything. There is no aerial
spraying whatsoever and any spraying is only done after monitoring the crop for pest levels, and is selective with
special applicators used to control the spread of the spray.

Guy has 6 metre margins around his crops where wild flowers grow and wild birdseed mixes are sown. These
margins are biodiversity corridors which encourage wild life in the form of insects and birds. Guy is actually paid to
grow Sea Hogs Fennel in certain parts of his farm as part of a conservation scheme to encourage the Fisher’s
Estuarine Moth. Guy’s brother-in-law, Clive Atkins, a field naturalist who studies bird and insect life, spoke for a few
minutes at this point. He explained that the Fisher's Estuarine Moth was first discovered in this country in 1968 in
Dovercourt by Ben Fisher. Its only food source is the Sea Hogs Fennel and this is a very scarce plant being found only
at Skippers Island and in Beaumont in Essex, and in a very few places in Kent, growing at 2 metres above sea level. It
is hoped to establish more colonies of Sea Hogs Fennel and when well established to introduce larvae of the moth to
these sites.

Guy spoke of the RSBP which has identified 19 farmland species of birds and has drawn up graphs showing
their decline. It suggests that farmers are squeezing birds out of the British countryside. However, it has ignored many
other species of bird that have increased and are very successful. Some of the latter include crow, collared dove, mute
swan, duck, egret, grey heron, magpie, sparrow hawk, brent goose, corn bunting, skylark and so on. It might be that
some of the song birds have declined because of the increase of the predator birds — hawks, barn owls etc. and of the
increase in badger, munkjack deer and mink. If the top predator birds are on the increase then the birds lower down
the food chain must be doing quite well.

Over at the Wick, Guy also farms an acre of white clover which is good for bees which are in serious decline.

Guy also spoke of an RSBP scheme for the flooding of Wallasea Island to produce a salt water habitat for birds.
Guy is very much against this idea which would destroy a freshwater farmed marshland where important species such
as the corn bunting and the skylark thrive. The scheme could cost millions of pounds to put in place and could be
better spent on protecting the island from the sea. The island has been farmed for generations and it would be
foolhardy to let productive farmland be returned to the sea when the world will find it difficult to feed all its population in
the future.

On a more frivolous note, the farm at St. Osyth is the driest part of the British Isles being in the Guinness Book
of Records as such. With a rainfall of 20 —27 inches a year, it is defined as a desert. The Sun Newspaper heard about
this and sent down a "rain-dancer” dressed up as a Red Indian complete with head-dress. Guy was photographed
with the rain-dancer and apparently appeared on page 3, along with ‘you-know-who'. He also stated that by allowing
Brent geese to feed on his land he is assisting conservation of the polar bear as Brent geese form a small part of the
diet of polar bears during the birds visit to the arctic regions during the northern summer months.

GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH CLUB

Dates for Youth Club as follows:

Thursday 21st May
Thursday 4th June
Thursday 18th June

New Members welcome to go on our waiting list

email: sue.warder@btopenworld.com
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GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

The trip to J.C.A.

In year four we went to a place called JCA. It's for 11 and under and it's a place where you have
fun and games. After that we settled in to our rooms the manager of the place chose who our
roommates were and | got put with Harrison surprisingly. The sort of activities we done was
archery, fencing, climbing rock walls, and building dens. So they were all our fun and games at
J.C.A. The people that was looking after us was Mike and Lil' Chris.

I loved it at J.C.A. | liked it so much | wished | could live there.

By Henry Beeney, Year 4.

Year 3 and 4 Production

Year 3 and 4 are doing a play called Roger Ravenbeard. We are performing in front of mums and dads.
There is 4 songs. 1 of them is Think the Impossible. Another is Sleep Well Sweet Angel. Another one is Roger
Ravenbeard, and another one is Mrs Ravenbeard. Sophie got the part of Roger's mum every time she meets him he
kisses her. It is gross.

Before the show we had to put make up on | had a black eye, a beard, a moustache, 5 tattoos one saying
beware and an earring made of gold. My favourite character was Melvin the Parrott.
It was the best show ever and | would like to do it again.

By Luke Crockford, Year 4.

Year 3 and 4 this term did a play of Roger Ravenbeard, scourge of the oceans. It's all about
pirates with a little twist.

Harrison Beardsell was very pleased when he found out he had the main part of Roger
Ravenbeard. Sophie Pemberton played the part of Roger Ravenbeard’s mother. There was
also lots of girl cannibals on Long Pig Island (fluffy Kitten Island). We had 4 songs these were
called Roger Ravenbeard, Sleep Well Sweet angel, Mrs Ravenbeard, and Think the impossible.
We had a choir, who, every song apart from Sleep Well Sweet Angel went up on stage and sung their hearts out as
well as on the side. The Amazon costumes were made by Mrs Owen. There was a lot of hard work put in by both
children and adults. It was an amazing play and made lots of viewers laugh.

By Charley Prout, Year 4.

Every Friday Great Bentley Primary School have a club called Rock School, this takes place
at lunchtime in the railway room. Elle Tory runs this club. There is a performance every term.
We have a drummer and some guitars. It is a great time to hang out with people from other
classes. We learn great songs, Here are the ones that we are learning at the moment they are
Hey Jack and Gotta Lotta Rosa.

| think it is a great club and it has inspired me so much because | love playing the guitar
at home in my spare time. | play the guitar. We eat lunch after. It really helps me improve my
guitar playing.

By Phoebe Roberts, Year 4.

In the morning at Great Bentley Primary School we go out to our raised bed to plant some
seeds for our kitchen.

Each class has their own raised bed so we can grow lots of vegetables. The most
common is radish. As a class year 4 are growing potatoes, lettuce and radish.

| absolutely love it because | love gardening and | can so not wait for them to sprout.

By Harrisson Beardsell, Year 4.
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Great Bentley Parish Council

Parking

There will be a Public Meeting on Tuesday 5" May at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall to {
discuss the parking problems in Plough Road with a view to resolving as many issues as X ;
possible. We need as many residents as possible to attend with their suggestions and
opinions. Even if the issues do not affect you directly most people use Plough Road and
experience the problems that are being raised so please come and support the Council at the
Meeting and be a part of its decision making process.

Affordable Housing Scheme — Aingers Green

Ulrike Maccariello from the Hastoe Housing Association came to the April meeting and gave a brief
introduction to all the Members and the Public that were present. The most important point to note is that
everyone wishing to be considered for a property MUST BE ON THE TDC HOUSING LIST. Due to Data
Protection the details of those who had applied to the Rural Housing Trust could not be transferred over and
Hastoe do not hold their own waiting list so all applicants must go through TDC for nomination to them for
Housing.

The properties are still only for those who live in or have strong links to the village but all applicants must
complete an Application for Housing Form from Tendring District Council. | have a small supply of these in the
office so please feel free to get one when | am open or they can be obtained from TDC’s Housing Department
direct. (See letter page 32)

Green Boxes

Am waiting for a new supply of these, hopefully they will be in by the time this goes to print.

Parish Council Meetings

The ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING will be held on:
Thursday 7™ May 2009 7.30pm followed by the May Meeting

Due to the Elections the June Council Meeting will be held on:
FRIDAY 5th June 2009 7.30pm

Resource Centre opening Times

Tuesday 5" May 8am — 10am
Monday 11" May 9am — 11lam
Tuesday 19" May 10am — 12pm
Thursday 28" May 8am — 10am

Other times leave a message on the answer-phone at the resource centre
(01206 256410).
Email clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk (both checked regularly).

| will contact you as soon as possible. It can also be arranged for the office to be open to view plans etc if
required.

Kate Mayhew - Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council

PLEASE NOTE

PLOUGH ROAD WILL BE CLOSED AT
THE STATION LEVEL CROSSING
From 23.30 1st May to 0.700 4th May
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GREAT BENTLEY CONSERVATIVES

The weather took a turn for the better in Great
Bentley last month when over forty of us stepped
into a balmy tropical evening at the Vestry Room for
a DESERT ISLAND EVENING. Fuelled by some
rum punch and a bite to eat, we ambled around the
island trying to guess what book or film our fellow
islanders were representing. Then our talented
interviewer, Donald Walker, ensured we got a
glimpse into the private life of our MP, Bernard
Jenkin, as he played his desert island discs. We
were fascinated to hear Bernard’s family stories and
learn about him and his interests. He may be
singing to the breeze on his desert island but his
skills of fishing, sailing and beach hut construction
will no doubt come in useful!

Our next social event is a GARDEN PARTY at
the Old Rectory (courtesy of Penny & Jonathan
Evans-Jones) on SUNDAY JUNE 7™. Tickets at £6
include a Summer Tea and will be available from
Ann Griffiths at 13 Birch Avenue or me at Coppice
Farm.

People have been asking if we are hosting
another BARN DANCE in Great Bentley this year.
The answer is “Yes” and SATURDAY 25™ JULY is
the date. Put it in your diaries and don't forget to tell
your friends. All are welcome.

We'll soon be in the run up to the County
Council elections on June 4th. Our County
Councillor, Derek Robinson, is standing for re-
election. Derek’s lived in the area for 35 years and
has a grandson and granddaughter in the village.
He worked as a police sergeant in Brightlingsea for
16 years and has been a County Councillor now for
12 years, representing Great Bentley since the
boundaries changed at the last election. We're lucky
to have Derek as our candidate as he’s got plenty of
experience behind him and he does take a keen
interest in the village. He regularly attends our
Parish Council meetings and works closely with the
Parish Council on county issues. Indeed, it was with
his help we got the pedestrian signs at Hollybush
Hill, and, at the time of writing, he was seen in the
village with Bill Herbert two days ago looking into
some of our highway problems. The European
elections also take place on June 4th. Our
Conservative candidates will ensure that we have a
voice in Europe but are not run by Europe. We have
a great team of candidates for the East of England,
several of whom have visited the village and given

us their support.

Pam Stephens
Secretary
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A FEW NOTES
FROM YOUR
DISTRICT
COUNCILLOR

Small Schemes Grant
Thank you to those groups who have already applied to
me for an application form to submit a request for this
year’'s Small Schemes Grant.

If you have a small project in mind for your group
or organisation please contact me for an application
form.

Fly Tipping

| am pleased to report that two people witnessed fly
tipping taking place locally. The matter is being taken
up by Tendring District Council’'s Environment
Services.

If you do see fly tipping taking place please make a
note of the vehicle registration number, a description of
the person or persons concerned, the item/items being
dumped and the location. You can either contact me or
go directly to Tendring District Council's Environmental
Services 01255 686774.

Tree Planting Initiative

Tendring District Council made a successful bid to
Essex County Council’'s initiative to provide 250,000
saplings to be planted this year in the county. Tendring
received £30,000 and has now completed the planting
of more than 10,000 saplings in the District.

Annual Dog Ban on Designated Beaches

Dog owners are reminded that the seasonal ban to
dogs on beaches is now in place until the end of
September. Restrictions apply to 11 resorts in the
areas of Brightlingsea, Clacton, Dovercourt, Frinton
and Walton, Harwich and Holland on Sea. On the
adjacent promenades and cliff paths in these areas
dogs must be kept on leads at all times.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
concerns; | am always very pleased to hear from you.

Lynda

ClIr. Lynda McWilliams

e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk
Tendring District Councillor
Telephone number 01206 250732




THE PATH TO HAPPINESS

by
LEE POWER

AFTER what seems to have been
a long winter | am finally out of
hibernation. Having not penned a
column since the Christmas issue,
| offer my apologies to any avid readers who might
have missed my musings.

In my defence, when it's dark and cold outside,
one finds it rather hard to summon up any inspiration
and it seems like the first few months of 2009 were
spent huddled under a blanket (and it's not easy to
type in such circumstances!).

But after the UK’s heaviest snowfall in almost
20 years back in February (which led to some
welcome time off due to unpassable roads and closed
schools), the month of March brought us lighter days
and a hive of activity in the garden once more. It has
been heartwarming to watch the doves, pigeons,
thrushes, starlings, robins and finches return to us,
busying themselves about, looking for whatever bugs
and grubs they can find in the ground, playing on our
feeders and foraging for the displaced seeds.

We have been particularly taken by a pair of
doves who appear to have nested in our climbers
outside the kitchen window. It is fascinating to see
them hopping along the branch, playing their own
version of kiss chase, and we are taking more and
more care not to move about too suddenly, in case it
disturbs them!!

It really is a treat, though, to be so close to
nature in the village and | got a true sense of how
David Attenborough must feel when on his great
escapades on one particularly sunny weekend
recently. There we were, busying ourselves with jobs
of our own in the garden, when all of a sudden
something hopped among the flowers. We stopped in
our tracks and there, edging through the undergrowth
was not one, but two frogs. The male on the back of
his pregnant mate, guarding her against any
predators! | retreated to the house as slowly, but at
the same time as quickly, as | could, to retrieve our
camera and was delighted upon my return to notice
our little green friends had not made too much
progress in my absence.

| was able to crouch down close to their resting
point to begin taking photos and followed them on
their journey into our stream and over ‘the falls’ into
the pool of still water. The fish barely batted an eyelid
as the webbed-footed wonders then made their way
across to their hidey-hole under one of our plants. It
was quite a disappointment to have to pick myself up,
having been laid out on my front trying to get the best
close-up snap possible, once they had disappeared
from view.

The birds and the frogs might well have been
active since Spring has sprung, but I'm afraid the
same cannot be said of myself despite all the usual
good intentions.

| resolved to cut out the booze, once our
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Christmas stock had diminished, and told myself | was
going to try and spend less time at work, but it has been
hard to follow that plan.

| was looking forward to the start of the cricket
nets, for example, but had to miss the first of them due
to a busy night of Champions League football.

I trundled off to Brightlingsea a week later,
however, with the new leg pads which Father Christmas
had kindly dropped down our chimney and was offered
first use of one of the two lanes. It was not the most
auspicious of starts, though, as | had my stumps rattled
by young Lee within no time at all. He hit them again
before my 10 minutes were up as | showed plenty of
winter rust, before our new second-team skipper Andy
arrived and, in between taking our turns to bowl,
informed me he had a plan to use me at No. 4 this
summer. Il have to knuckle down over the next few
weeks so as not to let the side down when we begin our
bid for Division Five glory this month.

| managed to bowl better than | usually do,
picking up a few ‘wickets’ for once off a shortended run-
up, only to be told I probably would not get to send
down too many overs this summer - typical!

| was absent a week later due to England’'s
match against Ukraine and missed a good chance to
practice, as numbers were much shorter than before.

| did start a more conscious effort to improve my
all-round fitness on a bright, yet chilly, evening: working
through a set of sprints on the Green. It was hard going
and my legs felt like rocks, but it might help with all the
runs I’'m hoping to score this summer!

Lee Power
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TAGLIATELLE WITH PEAS, ASPARAGUS

AND BEANS
1 garlic clove crushed

//
6 spring onions, sliced

2259/80z/2 cups frozen peas, thawed or fresh

350g/12 oz fresh young asparagus

30ml/2 thsp chopped fresh sage, plus extra leaves to
garnish

finely grated rind of 2 lemons

450ml/%a pint/1% cups vegetable stock or water

225g/80z/2 cups frozen broad beans, thawed or fresh

4509/1Ib tagliatelle

60ml/4 tbsp low-fat natural yogurt

Serves 4

15ml/1tbsp olive oil

1 Heat the oil in a pan. Add the garlic and spring
onions and cook gently for 2-3 mintues.

2 Add the peas and 115g/40z of the asparagus,
together with the sage, lemon rind and stock or
water. Bring to the boil, reduce the heat and
simmer for 10 minutes until tender. Purée in a
blender or food processor until smooth.

3 Meanwhile remove the outer skins from the
thawed broad beans and discard.

4 Cut the remaining asparagus into 5cm/2in
lengths, trimming off any fibrous stems, and
blanch in boiling water for 2 minutes.

5 Cook the tagliatelle in plenty of boiling salted
water according to the instructions on the
packet until al dente. Drain well.

6 Add the cooked asparagus and shelled beans
to the sauce and reheat. Stir in the yogurt and
toss into the tagliatelle. Garnish with sage
leaves and serve at once.

It is now the season for Asparagus so here are
some recipes for you to try

Cookery Corper N

WARM ASPARAGUS AND CHICKEN SALAD

Serves 4

2

large chicken breast fillets, skinned

2259 (8 0z) thin asparagus, trimmed
slivers of fresh Parmesan cheese to garnish

Dressing

about 120ml (8 tbsp) virgin olive oil

20ml (1% tbsp) red or white wine vinegar

2 sun-dried tomatoes, finely chopped

15 ml (1 tbsp) capers, finely chopped

about 8 pitted black olives, finely chopped

1 small garlic clove, peeled and finely chopped
large pinch of sugar

salt and pepper

1

To make the dressing, whisk 105 ml (7tbsp) of
the olive oil with the wine vinegar to make a thick
dressing.  Stir in the rest of the dressing
ingredients, seasoning to taste with pepper and a
little salt.

Beat the chicken breasts between two sheets of
clingfilm to flatten thoroughly. Heat a heavy-
based ridged frying pan or griddle pan and brush
with olive oil. Cook the chicken for 3-4 minutes
on each side until golden on the outside and
cooked right through. Cut into neat serving
pieces and set aside.

Meanwhile, tie the asparagus in a bundle with
string. Bring a 7.5cm (3 inch) depth of salted
water to the boil in a small saucepan. Stand the
bundle of asparagus in the pan, tips uppermost,
and cover with a piece of foil. Cook for 5 minutes
or until the asparagus is just tender. Drain.
Arrange the asparagus and chicken on individual
plates. Pour on the dressing and scatter with
Parmesan. Serve while still warm.

ASPARAGUS SUPPER

200g (8 0z) asparagus, trimmed

500 g (1lb) tiny new potatoes

100 g (4 oz button mushrooms, cut into quarters
Salt and pepper

For the sauce - 25g (1 0z) butter

Cook the asparagus in boiling, salted water until tender.

25g (1 oz) plain flour
300ml (Y2 pint) milk
100g (4 0z) Cheddar cheese, grated

In a separate pan, cook the new potatoes in boiling, salted

water. Drain both vegetables and put them in a warmed serving dish.

To make the sauce, melt the butter in the saucepan and blend in the flour. Gradually add the milk, and, stirring all
the time, bring the sauce to the boil. Cook until thick and smooth, then stir in the mushrooms. Cook for 5 minutes
more, then stir in the cheese and season to taste. Pour the sauce over the asparagus and potatoes, and serve

immediately.
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Our last meeting was a Spring flower display by
Frances Graham who runs the florist's shop Heaven
Scent in Little Clacton. Members were impressed
and fascinated by the ease and speed that she made
this spectacular table display using spring flowers in
a rainbow of colours.

On 5" May at 8pm in the Village Hall we will
be having a talk by Lorraine McTear on The Great
Wall of China. This is also our Resolution evening
where each WI across the country votes on a topical
issue to be sent on to the Government.

Dates for our collection of Hospice Cakes are
18™ May at New May House and 22" May at 68
Birch Avenue. Both days before 12 noon please.

As always new members and visitors are most

welcome.

NN N

Liz Harry

HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 14th May
Village Hall, 8pm
Made in Ipswich

A talk by Brian Dyes

ART CLUB

Tuesday 12th May
Village Hall, 7.30pm
Antiques Roadshow

Draw something from the attic!

Tuesday 26th May
Village Hall, 7.30pm
Appraisal

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

We had a most interesting meeting in the Village Hall
on 25th March when Barbara Faulkner gave a talk
on ‘The History of Tea'. She also had a table of
items connected with the making of tea. Joye
welcomed Mary Cackett as a member and hoped
she would enjoy our meetings. She also wished
Rene Day every happiness in her move to be near
her family and said we would miss her as she had
been a member for many years.

We also wished Jean Acutt and Bill Marshall
every happiness on their marriage on Saturday May
2nd.

Diary of Events for May

Friday 1st Bradfield Flower Festival

Wed 27th Village Hall, 2pm, Tea Party & ‘The Day
Timers’

Competition: Tea Cup or Mug

GARDENING CLUB

The Fragrant Garden thoughout the Year was the
titte of our last meeting’s talk by speaker, Matthew
Tanton-Brown from The Place for Plants. He
brought between 25-35 herbs and shrubs which
completely filled a large table. He told us about their
ideal positions in the garden, eventual height and
pruning times with some wonderful descriptions of
their scent! It was a lovely evening and we certainly
have no excuses for having fragrant free gardens,
which of course, doesn’t encourage the insect world!
On Sunday May 10" we are running a trip to
Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens in Horsham, West
Sussex. There are still seats available on the coach
for this day visit and enquiries to be made to Janette
on 251337.

Our meeting on 19" May will be a talk by Mr
Graham Bendall on ‘A Gamekeeper's Year. This
will start at 8pm in the Village Hall - visitors very
welcome.

NB: The trip to Beth Chatto’s Garden will take place
on Saturday 13" June and not Tuesday 9" June as
stated in the programme.

Liz Harry

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST
Sunday 31st May

1lam - 4pm
Pond Dipping and Open Day
at Great Holland Pits



Children’s Page

What shall | grow? TASTY TOMATOES
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History Society

Weeley Barracks 1793 — 1840.

For all its interest, local history can at times be quite parochial and related only to its
immediate area. But there are times when our locale can be seen to have been part of the \

much bigger picture. Local historian Vic Miller's deeply researched talk at the History J

Society’s April meeting was one such example. It was thus pleasing yet again to have such ‘

a full house.

The sleepy backwater that the village of Weeley must have been at the turn of the 18/19™ century
became suddenly thrust into the midst of preparations for the threat of invasion by Napoleon Bonaparte. A
barracks and stables to house 4116 men (more than the current population of Gt. Bentley) and 220 horses
were built on 50 acres of Brook Farm leased from Sir Samuel Weeley.

The east coast has always been perceived as an area vulnerable to attack, and in 1793, when Napoleon
declared war on Britain and the Low Countries, the threat of invasion led to a firm assessment of the need to
guard particularly the stretch from Walton Gap to Clacton Wick, the most likely point of attack. Initially 2000
troops were put under canvas at Little Holland Hall, signal towers were built along the coast between Clacton
and Harwich, and three-gun batteries were also installed. Increased threat, however, led to further preparation
and it was finally in 1803 that one Alexander Coupland was commissioned by the Ordnance Dept. to build the
above barracks at a cost of £119,000, and by the following year had done so.

One can only imagine what the effect was locally when the largely Highland Regiments in full highland
regalia descended on the area to be housed there. In addition to the barracks, further huts were built that
formed a kind of mini village to house married soldiers and their families. A hospital was added with particular
reference to maternity requirements. Near epidemic outbreaks like cholera, whether brought in from outside or
originating within the barracks, also provided the need for extensive medical attention.

The exact location of the hutted village is not now known, all remnants having disappeared, but
“Barrack Cottages” nearby may provide an indication. How locals would have viewed the kilted incomers to
their area is mind boggling, but certainly trouble arose on occasions, on one drunken festival day resulting in
the death of a soldier at the hands of local young men and a protracted trial.

Vic Miller’s richly detailed talk was able to give us a vivid picture of those times and events. What added
immensely to the interest of the evening was when he went on to show us the results of his researches, for
these involve not just dry book-study but “hands on” investigation. He made me feel very envious of his
enjoyment of field walking the former site of the barracks and rifle ranges and his finds thereon.

The collection of memorabilia and artefacts he has unearthed in this way help one to see and
understand even more fully the life of the barracks and their inhabitants, but it is beyond the scope of this
article to describe in detail much of what he was able to show us.

Just one example sticks out, however. Among the vast number of different tunic buttons he has found in
his wanderings on the site, one in particular defied all his attempts at identification in the relevant books.
Finally through contact with a regimental museum, he found that it did not in fact belong to one of the
regiments recorded as stationed there. However, some members of the particular regiment identified by the
button had accompanied the coffin of Queen Charlotte to Harwich on its journey to interment in Brunswick. On
this one occasion they had remained overnight at the Weeley Barracks; and it must have been one soldier on
his one night at this location who had lost this single button that Vic had unearthed. The odds on such a find
are incalculable. Even the museum itself does not have an example of the button and wished to purchase it.
His refusal was polite but he has bequeathed it to them in his will.

Napoleon, in the event, never raided Britain but the barracks remained for a time, housing, also, troops
who would not sleep at the Martello Towers built along the coast, due to the bad air and the threat of “the
ague”. It became subsequently a training and transit camp, but then by 1816 was abandoned, though some
buildings were still in evidence. By 1840 it is recorded as having been completely demolished and materials
sold off for re-use. (“The Anchor” at Dedham and one of the sets of “Barrack Cottages” near Weeley were built
from these materials). And so disappeared a reminder of a moment in time when a small local village was
hauled into being part of major world events.

The audience thanked Vic for his most enthralling talk and were keen to continue with questions on
areas of interest he had aroused.

*kkkkkkkhhkk *kkkkk *%

Next month’s talk, on Thursday May 14™, will be given by Brian Dyes and is entitled “Made in Ipswich”. Visitors
as always are most welcome.
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Neighbourhood Watch

Bogus charity collection

It is reported that a group of women is going round the Tendring area, claiming that
they are selling red roses for ‘Cancer Research’. They have photocopy ID cards.
Their claim is bogus; if they approach you, please do not make a purchase. They are
believed to be using a white Ford van, registration number as yet not known. If
anyone should spot them, please try to obtain the vehicle details and descriptions of
the females, ie., approx. age, height, hair colour, clothing or any other features, and
call the Police on 0300 333 4444, and ask for the control room.

Lottery scam
This item has been broadcast very recently on the radio, and is reproduced here for those who have missed it:

A scam letter scheme which could have netted an estimated £35m a year, has been smashed by officers
from the Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA). It follows a Police raid on a house in Somerset which was
being used to process cheques for criminals abroad. Payments totalling nearly half a million pounds were
recovered.

Cheques are now being returned to the 22000 senders with a letter warning them about the scam, and urging
them to be more vigilant in future.

The victims letters, which were responding to international lottery scams and bogus offers, were
intercepted by SOCA during the raid last June, before they reached their final destination overseas. They
typically contained £20 cash, and SOCA believes the fraud could have yielded over £35m a year if it had
continued.

Trevor Pearce, SOCA’s Director of Enforcement, said: "Mass market frauds are often sophisticated and
convincing - criminals know just which buttons to press to make people part with their money, especially in an
economic downturn when we are more susceptible to believing good news. People who respond to a scam find
themselves on a list which is sold to other fraudsters, and people can lose their life savings”.

He went on to say: "In this case we've been able to return peoples money, and although the main perpetrators
are abroad and outside our jurisdiction, a substantial blow has been dealt to their operation by cutting off this
particular channel. The most powerful way to defeat the fraudsters is to ignore them. Quite simply, be on your
guard. Don't be a willing victim for their crime - if something seems too good to be true, it usually is!”

Good to know that the authorities are working hard against criminal networks, to stop them preying on
innocent people, and with success.

Dangerous emails

Information has been received about two potentially damaging emails that are apparently in circulation. Details
are:-
1) An email along the lines of 'Osama Bin Laden captured’ or 'hanged’
2)An email with an attached file titled ’Invitation’.
If you should receive either of these emails, do not open them, as there is a strong likelihood that
irreparable damage could be done to your computer.

Take care out there
Paul Manwaring

Royal British Legion

The next event organised by the Great Bentley branch will be the Awareness Day at the Village Carnival on
Saturday June 27", Invites have gone out to various organisations and to date we have positive replies from:
The Walton Sea Cadets and members of the Point Clear Museum.

We are still awaiting replies from other groups.

The afternoon visit to the Royal Albert Hall for the Remembrance Service in November is again being
arranged by the branch. Anyone wishing to take advantage of this trip, please contact branch secretary Eunice
Payne on 01255 820374 for further details.

We have gained two new members recently and still have room for more. Membership is open to anyone.
The aim of the branch is to raise money for members and their families who are in need of help. Details
available once again from the branch secretary.

Flag flying days for May: Victory in Europe Day ~ May 8" Union Flag \

| ) =2
Michael Dorling
Vice Chairman of Great Bentley & Thorrington branch . A \
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Great Bentley Pre-school

www.qgreatbentleypreschool.co.uk

I would like to say a big hello this month to Carina and Archie who join us at our Pre-school, we hope that you
and your families enjoy your time with us.

| would also like to say a sad goodbye to Jasmine who is leaving us to initially go on holiday and then moves
onto ‘big school’ in September, we all wish you and your family well and good luck at school.

Our theme this term will be ‘growing’ and we will be looking at plants, animals and ourselves to find out
everything we possibly can regarding this subject. Children will be using new minibeast viewers to differentiate
between large and small bugs that they find in our garden and they will be looking at healthy food to help them
understand what helps them to grow big and strong.

We have won a £2,000 grant from Local Food, Lottery Fund!!! This money will be used to build 2 large planters
in our outside area for the children to grow their own fruit and veg, these planters were built over the Easter
holidays and the children have enjoyed planting them up. It will also be used to buy new resources such as a
story sack about the benefits of planting trees, CD roms which promote healthy eating and adult books to
deliver activities about ‘growing’. We have also purchased 4 ‘sticky kids’ CD’s aimed at enhancing children’s
understanding and importance of exercise and movement which are used on each session. There is still
money in the ‘pot’ for further resources to really enhance children’s development of a healthier lifestyle and |
will report on what we buy in the future.

We have been applying for this grant since September last year and | really have to thank an awful lot of
people for the letters of support that they have written to help us with our successful application. Great Bentley
Primary School, Plough Road Fitness Centre, Rev. Bernard Metcalfe, Great Bentley Village Hall Committee,
Maria Blanche Essex County Council, Mary Maskell and Lynda McWilliams have all helped us to achieve this
wonderful amount of money, thank you for your time and support you have all given this group. | would also
like to thank Mitchell Hunt and Peter Kemp, these two people have really helped me over the past 6 months,
from mixing and laying concrete, putting up sheds, drilling, fixing and putting together new toys, your help is
invaluable, thank you.

We are still in need of any old pipes, drains or logs, if anyone would like to donate any items to Pre-school
please bring them along to the hall. We are also looking for old material that we could use to make dens,
again just drop it off to the hall.

Our story sacks library is now up and running, if your child attends our Pre-school you are more than welcome
to hire out one of our story sacks, please speak to a member of staff.

We are teaming up with Thorrington Pre-school and Great Bentley Toddler Group for our Barnardo Toddle
Woddle this year. We are going to be meeting on Wednesday 20" May at the Cricket Club, we will have a
picnic lunch and walk around the green. Please come and join us, it would be great to see lots of you joining in
with this great cause, every child will be given a medal and a certificate and we will hopefully be able to raise
lots of money.

Lots of the staff at the group are running the race for life in May, if you would like to sponsor us please pop in
and see a member of staff.

At the time of writing | am completely full and have a waiting list, please
come in and register your child if you would like them to join our fantastic
group or browse through our very informative website for more details.

Thank you for reading

Allison Hunt
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Letters to
the

s

ROAD TRAFFIC HAZARD

We were returning to the village via Heckfords Road
on Sunday 5th April at approximately 6pm. It was a
lovely sunny evening with clear visibility. As we
navigated the sharp bend (just after the turning to
Moors Close) approaching the green we were almost
involved in what could have been a fatal crash.
There but for the grace of God. It happened so
quickly and it was impossible to know why or what
possessed a pedestrian to be walking by the hedge/
gateway to the brand new red brick house built slap
bang on that corner. 1 think it is possible they had
been viewing the house. We could not swerve to the
right as a car was level with us travelling in the
opposite direction.

The next day | took a closer look at the house,
which has a For Sale sign right on the edge of the
road. | was horrified to see that a pedestrian access
with new gate opens right on to the road, on this
horrifically dangerous blind bend. Unbelievable. |
checked with Tendring District Planning Office and
apparently this is something over which they have no
jurisdiction (vehicular access yes, pedestrian access,
no). However the officer was aware of the situation
and sympathised.

So what next? | rang the Estate Agents
dealing with the sale and explained my concerns and
asked if they would kindly give the vendor my phone
number and ask if he would contact me to discuss
my concerns. Needless to say | have received no
communication from the builder.

| am told that several people have been
witnessed viewing the property and approaching
from the road rather than the safe rear entrance on
Moors Close.

PLEASE be warned of the danger of
pedestrians walking on this bend. It is impossible to
see them until you are literally on top of them. When
rounding this corner you need to be pretty close to
the hedge as oncoming vehicles often straddle the
centre of the road. | do so hope the current owner of
the property will consider reinstating the hedge and
making access purely via Moors Close.

Name and address withheld

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY ......

TENDRING SHOW - SATURDAY 11th JULY
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On Sunday March 22nd | was driving round by the
Cricket Club when | noticed by the seat outside the
Cricket Club that rubbish was all around the seat
including empty cola cans and a bag with chips in. |
picked up the rubbish which took me 15 minutes
and put it in the bin which was ten yards away from
where the phone box used to be. Have these lazy
people no pride in their village? | don’t blame
Tesco or the China Palace as there are bins outside
these shops, so come on you bone idle people who
have no pride in the village make an effort and put
your rubbish in the bins.

| also saw a dog walker on the Green. The
dog had done its business and the owner just
walked off. When | said you should pick up the
dog’s mess | was sworn at and told to mind my own
business. Another case of people who don't care
about the village.

Colin Hill

On Neighbourhood Watch - Credit Card Fraud

We had a similar experience with credit card fraud
as that related to last month. Attempts to withdraw
large amounts from our credit card abroad were
stopped by the bank.

| had been concerned about the ‘generous’
credit limits and asked the bank to reduce it to just
what | need and not to increase it again. Then in
the case of a fraud it would not be possible to
extract a disastrous amount.

Dave Kirby

SPECIAL NOTE:

We had a similar experience last month with
someone trying to buy expensive electronics on the
internet on our credit card. As this was not our
usual spending pattern the credit card company
rang us up on our mobile (as we were out) and then
cancelled the card immediately. They had not
authorised this purchase but put it on hold until they
contacted us to say yes or no.

Relative to Dave Kirby's problem when we go
abroad we always contact the credit card company
before we go and let them know where and when
we are going so they expect spending in foreign
parts during this period only.

Peter Allington

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
More details next month :
[ ]



CRICKET CLUB NEWS

ANDY EVERETT is the new second-team captain for 2009 and is setting his sights high. Leg-spinner Everett is
entering his third summer at the club and succeeds Rupert Haxell as skipper for the Division Five campaign.
And, after seeing the team finish just one place off the bottom of the table last year, with three wins from 18
games, Everett is looking for improvement. “Promotion is the aim,” he said, after topping the team’s bowling
charts with 25 victims (average 20.04), last year, including a 5 for 52 haul in an exciting win at Wickham
Bishops. “We're in a small division this year, which is disappointing, but the superstar teams like Elmstead and
Springfield are gone and it's a fairer division than last year.” With only 12 league games to play in total,
Everett’'s team need to make a good start, with a third of their league fixtures coming up in May.

They open with a trip to Cavaliers (May 10) then, after hosting Cressing (May 17), go to Stebbing (May
24) and St Osyth (May 30). “Cavaliers came down last year, Cressing are beatable, Stebbing are a decent side
and St Osyth can call on players from their first team,” said Everett. “We’ve got a decent bowling line-up this
year hopefully, it's all about whether or not we can score enough runs. If we can get 160 on the board most
games, | think we’ll win more than we lose and if we're in the mix, we’ll get a chance.”

Everett has swing bowler Dave Clayton as his vice-captain - “Dave’s been bowling well in the nets” - and
mentioned youngsters Nat Cooper and Danny Hunt as two of his other big hopes for the summer. And he is also
looking for predecessor Haxell to inspire in a hard-hitting middle order which is set to include Lee Power, Mark
Baverstock and Kevin Silcock. He added: “Rupert has said he only wants to play 2s this season as there are
less games, which he is happier about. But | might have arguments with Rod! We’ve got the potential to score
some runs and | can’t wait, to be honest!” he said.

2nd Xl fixtures, Division 5 —

May 10: Cavaliers, May 17: CRESSING,
May 24: Stebbing, May 30: St Osyth.

June 6: Wickham Bishops, June 21: COLCHESTER,
June 28: CAVALIERS. July 26: Cressing.

August 8:  WICKHAM BISHOPS, Aug 16: Colchester,

Aug 22: ST OSYTH. September: 19: STEBBING.

Weather permitting, the first team will already have two games under their belts as we move into May. Rod
Fowler's side were due to open their Division Two campaign at Boxted on April 18 and had a trip to Little
Bardfield lined up last weekend (April 26). They finished eighth in an 11-team division last summer, with six wins
from 20 games, and make their first appearance on The Green when Cavaliers are the visitors on May 10.
Before that they have a cup date at Wormingford on the Bank Holiday weekend.

Fowler is entering his fifth season at the club, having averaged over 30 with the bat to date, hitting eight
half-centuries. Sons Matt and Joe have also turned into key playing members of the club, with both youngsters
scoring their maiden Bentley fifties last summer. Matt topped the first team bowling charts with 30 wickets at a
fine average of 12.70, including hauls of 7 for 6 (against Boxted) and 6 for 19 (v Clacton).

*AE A EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDR
1st X| fixtures, Division 2 — . .
May 10: CAVALIERS, May 17: Gosfield, . T bl T S | .
May 24: CLACTON, May 31:  BOXTED. . apie 10p _ ale .
. Great Bentley Village Hall .
June 14;  GT TOTHAM, June 21:  Colchester, . " .
June 28:  Cavaliers. July12:  GOSFIELD, . Saturday 16™ May at 1.30pm
JU'y 19: Earls Colne, JUly 26: LT BADDOW. : In aid of Hall Refurbishment funds :
August 9: Gt Totham, August 16: COLCHESTER, - _ .
= Book your table with -
August 30: W Bergholt, August 31: LT BARDFIELD. . Alison Hunt 251315 .
Sept 6: EARLS COLNE, Sept13: LT Baddow, . _ or .
Sept20:  Clacton, Sept27: W BERGHOLT. = Michael Dorling on 250 799 .
. £7 per table .
. Entrance 50p .
. refreshments available .
:IlllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllll
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ANNUAL PLANT SALE

AND COFFEE MORNING
In Aid of St Helena Hospice

This grand event is on Saturday 9th May from
10am till 12 noon in the Village Hall and on
the car park.

We hope to have lots of plants including
summer bedding plants, and would be glad of
any contributions - perhaps of perennials or
vegetable plants.

Inside the Hall will be coffee and biscuits, a
cake and produce stall, books, competitions,
bric-a-brac and a fine raffle including one
prize donated by Beth Chatto.

Please give us all the support you can with
any contributions you can manage, or by
coming along on the day.

The Hospice is in need of all the help they
can get. Let's make this a bumper occasion.

Barbara on 01206 250145

Gravel extraction thoughts!

During the spring of this year a number of posters appeared around the village followed by a petition. This was
all to do with the local council looking 20 years or so ahead for areas of gravel extraction. Government aims are
for 1000’s and 1000’s of new properties and businesses to be built in the south therefore the reason for the
massive amount of gravel needed — now there’s a reason for a protest!

The particular piece of land put forward in Great Bentley by George Wright is in close proximity to the

village and the village green and therefore of great concern to local people. | just wonder with the massive
amount of opposition whether people had read the proposals for this site or heard the proposals put forward at a
public parish council meeting by George Wright for future use of the land after gravel extraction had been
completed?
He stated that the particular piece of land would become an area open to the public with many recreational
facilities including fishing, conservation projects, woodland and an area that would be ideal for wildlife. Other
amenities | am sure could have been included. One of the main arguments against the proposal to extract
gravel was heavy lorries running through the village. This was completely inaccurate. Processing of the
material would take place on the other side of the A133, a site incidentally where a massive reservoir has just
been completed after several years work with no lorries running through the village. This requirement was put in
place by a previous parish council in negotiation with the planning department.

I just wonder if in the rush to stop anything new, we have deprived the village of a first class amenity for
our children and grandchildren, one that would be the envy of many local villages? The sad thing is, is that at no
time did anyone explain the for's and against’s of the scheme and who knows how
many people would have benefitted in 40 or so years time? Probably the vast
majority of those who signed the petition, would not be here to see the end result.
Sometimes plans like this need to be voted on by those who would be affected —
perhaps the under 40’'s and what a shame that it wasn’t properly explained to
village people.

M.J.D.
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GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL IRISH MEDICAL DICTIONARY

Exciting times at Great Bentley this month, the School ~ Artery The Study of Paintings
is in full flow growing its own fruit and vegetables. For Bacteria Back door to cafeteria
those who don't know the school already has a village

allotment where the children go once a week with our ~ Barium What doctors do when patients die
teacher, Mrs _Watson. In recent times this has Benign What you be, after you be eight
expanded to include the railway garden and now . ) .

brand new for this season our in-house allotment with Caesarean Section A neighbourhood in Rome
greenhouse. Catscan  Searching for Kitty

The school is very committed to teaching the
children the skills to be able to be self sufficient and ~ Cauterise  Made eye contact with her
how to grow their own fresh produce in the future. Colic A sheep dog
Each class has its own raised bed in _
the new allotment and it currenty =~ Coma A punctuation mark
goes from strength to strength with Dilate To live long
our first seedlings shooting up
already. This is a real life skill, anda ~ Enema Not a friend
valuable and rewarding experience Fester Quicker than someone else
for our children. As requested
previously any donations for our  Fibula A small lie
allotment are gratefully received and Impotent  Distinguished,
we thank everyone who has helped well known

us already. % [

@)
Op).

Village Spring Clean

Thank you to all the village groups, organisations, businesses and residents for taking such an interest in
helping to rid the village of litter this year. Your hard work over the weekend of 2" to 4™ May will be greatly
appreciated. A group of people will be clearing the roadside verges before their early spring cut.

Grateful thanks go to the three Parish Councillors who have kindly donated prize money to the value of £60;
this gives a first prize of £40 and a second prize of £20 to the village organisations with the cleanest areas.
Judging to decide the winners is to take place immediately after the 4™ May.

Everyone involved with the clear up has been asked to please help and try to keep the village as free of litter
as possible. It has been mentioned by some of those involved with the clear up, that the idea of keeping the
village clear of litter during this period of time will hopefully continue throughout the whole year. If all residents
in the village could help as well it would be greatly appreciated.

Not forgetting of course that if a large amount of litter and/or fly tipping has occurred the Village Caretaker
David Tyler would be pleased for you contact him. Tel No. 01206 251095

Thank you all so much for your help and support.

On behalf of the Best Kept Village Organising Committee
Mike Dorling — Bill Herbert — Mary Maskell — Lynda McWilliams

PLEASE KEEP OUR VILLAGE LITTER FREE
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2009

JUNE

3rd  Bentley Bears, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church

4th  Youth Club, Methodist Church

7th  Conservatives Garden Party, The Old Rectory

11th  History Society, Keith Paxon, History of Paxons Furnishers, Frinton
16th  Gardening Club, visit to Beth Chatto’s garden

18th  Youth Club, Methodist Church

24th  Evergreen Friendship Club, Village Hall, Margaret Clubb and friends
27th  GREAT BENTLEY CARNIVAL

JULY

1st Bentley Bears Picnic, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church
11th  History Society, Jenny Butler, History of your Home
22nd Evergreen Friendship Club, Jackie Clarke entertains

AUGUST
13th  History Society, Preparing for Bentley Show
26th  Evergreen Friendship Club, A talk about Amber with slides and artifacts

Following the Rural Housing Trust's difficult decision to wind down their business of developing affordable
village housing they have handed over their development program to Hastoe Housing Association.

Hastoe Housing Association is a like-minded organisation and specialises in rural affordable housing.

Hastoe managed to secure government funding for the scheme in Great Bentley, Aingers Green in March
2009 and following the purchase of the site at St Mary’s Road Hastoe has entered into a build contract for the
affordable housing development. Work on site will start soon and the units should be completed in March
2010.

The Rural Housing Trust carried out the original housing needs survey and collected names of interested local
people over the years. Even though Hastoe has taken over the role from the Rural Housing Trust they cannot
access the previous list due to the Data Protection Act.

It is therefore important that anyone who wishes to be considered for a
modern affordable house at Aingers Green, submits a housing
application to Tendring District Council, Town Hall , Station Road, Clacton

on Sea CO15 1SE so that they can be formally includ ed on the Housing

Register. The Council will assess the applications and make nominations to Hastoe Housing Association.
Application forms can be downloaded from the Council’s website or by telephoning the Housing Allocations
Team on 01255 686466.

Priority will be given to people who have a strong local connection to the Parish of Great Bentley as set out in a
legal agreement between Hastoe and Tendring District Council.

Hastoe will hold an open meeting in the village hall in Great Bentley in the not too
distant future where they will have the most recent plans and application forms to —
hand and where staff will be available for an informal chat. _A—

Any queries to E E{

Hastoe East

Tel: 01799533490 Email: east@hastoe.com Web: www.hastoe.com m
Tendring District Council E{
Tel: 01255 686466 Web: www.tendringdc.gov.uk
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Great Bentley Football Club
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Fri

Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun
Tues
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tues
Tues
Tues
Thurs

Fri

Sat
Sat
Mon
Tues
Tues
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Tues
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Fri

Fri
Sun

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
5th
5th
6th
7th
9th
10th
11th
12th
12th
12th
14th

DIARY FOR MAY 2009

EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Bradfield Flower Festival
COFFEE MORNING, 10am-12 noon, Methodist Church
GARDENING CLUB SPRING PLANT SALE, p. 15
BLUEBELL DAY, Thorringtonhall Woods, p. 7

BLUEBELL DAY, Weeleyhall Wood

BLUEBELL SERVICE, Lt Bentley, p. 6

RESCOURSE CENTRE OPEN, 8-10am

W.I. 8pm, Village Hall, Great Wall of China, p. 23

BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary's Church, 2.15pm

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall, 7.30pm
ANNUAL PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING, p. 30
GARDENING CLUB TRIP TO LEONARDSLEE, p. 23
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 9-11am

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 9.30-10.30am, Outside The Plough
BEAT SURGERY, Methodist Church, 11-12 noon, p. 7

ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23

HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 8pm

15thMAGAZINE DEADLINE

Thurs/Fri/Sat 14/15/18ESIDE THE SEASIDE, Methodist Hall, p. 11

16th
16th
18th
19th
19th
21st
21st
22nd
26th
26th
27th
28th
28th
29th
29th
31st

ST MARY’S CHURCH FAYRE, 2pm, Church Grounds, p.11
TABLE TOP SALE, Village Hall, 2pm, p. 29

CAKES FOR HOSPICE, New May House, p. 15
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 10-12 noon

GARDENING CLUB, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 23

HYMN SINGING FROM CHURCH TOWER , p. 3

YOUTH CLUB, Methodist Church

CAKES FOR HOSPICE, 68 Birch Ave, p. 15

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 9.30-10.30am, Outside The Plough
ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23

EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm, p. 23
BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS’ MARKET, 9-12 noon
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN 8-10am

MAGAZINE COLLATING, 9am

BLOOD DONORS, Village Hall

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST, Pond Dipping and Open Day,
Gt Holland Pits, p. 23



