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We are into the fourth week of September and still we continue to 
have a marvellous spell of weather with the temperature reaching 21° 
on some days.  Gardeners and farmers alike would of course 
appreciate some rain but one wonders if once we get a prolonged wet 
period it will never know when to stop.  Must look out those plans on 
how to build an ark. 
 September was also a noteable month for events in our village.  
Grateful thanks must go to all involved with the Village Show and the 
Flower and Art Festival at St. Maryôs church.  Both involved a huge 
number of volunteers all giving of their time and numerous talents for 
the enjoyment of others.  Well done to all involved in any way.  This is 
part of what makes Great Bentley such a special village.  We have 
included a colour supplement this month with a round up of 
photographs taken on 5th and weekend of 12th/13th September.  We 
also include a list of prize winners from the Show (page 32) and 
answers to the wedding anniversaries quiz (page 11).  Donôt mothball 
the cameras, because on page 7 we have the new categories for the 
photographic section of the 2010 Village Show.  On that note please 
can I appeal for photographs of general views of the village from all 
you happy snappers for front covers (even if we donôt use them 
straight away we keep them on file), and for the 2011 village 
calendar. 
 I am quite often approached by people to inform me of 
problems they have had with minor thefts/nuisance youths, criminal 
damage etc.  I cannot substantiate but I have recently heard from 
various sources that several people have had their cards cloned at 
the Tesco Cashpoint.  Do be careful wherever you are using your 
cards.  Please can I also appeal to EVERYONE to report ANY 
incidents to the police. (Donôt forget to ask for an incident number.)  
This is vital if we are to stamp out crime in our village.  The numbers 
you require are always printed on the inside of the front cover of this 
magazine.  Thank you. 
 This month there are still several events to keep you 
entertained.  The Conservation Group are organising a Countryside 
Day and Farmers Market.  There will be various displays, wildlife to 
meet in the form of Casper the barn owl, crafts to take part in and lots 
to learn.  Please make a note in your diary for Saturday October 3rd.  
Looking ahead we have the first publicity for the Little Bentley 
Waterways and Garden Show in 2010.   
 You will read in both our Parish and District Council Notes that 
work has taken place to extend the footpath at the top of Holly Bush 
Hill.  This project has reached fruition in record breaking time.  I have 
tripped and fallen there in the past in the potholes (no sympathy 
required as I was more interested in looking if the snowdrops in the 
hedgerow were on flower rather than where I was going!).  Special 
thanks I believe are in order here to David Gibbon (who donated a 
strip of land to make this all possible) and to everyone else involved 
in any way at Parish, District and County levels. 
 
Hope you enjoy the Autumn. 
 
Mary Maskell 
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The Monthly Letter  -   October 2009 
 

 

 
 

Ambitions 
Davidôs Deliberations 
 
An elderly gentleman whilst talking about ambitions remarked that his - was óto ride his bike every dayô.  At 91 
years old I think that was simply great, but I would add to that, his ambition should also be to stay on it safely. 
 
A friend of mine remarked that it was an ambition to walk the óCoast to Coast walkô.   I hadnôt seen it like that 
but I suppose it was in a way mine to do just that from a few years ago. 
 
We all have different ambitions from time to time in our lives. Some we reach others fall by the wayside. Our 
way of life can change the ambition we may have had when we were young. I always wanted to play for Luton 
Town Football club but never realised my ambition. Some say it is never too late, (I think it may be for that 
one). 
But to realise my ambition to walk the óCoast to Coast came true in July/August this year. We did it.  (Let me in 
a sentence or two tell you a snapshot of the walk) 
 
It was a wonderful experience, with beautiful and dramatic scenery. The weather was not too hot, in fact it was 
very wet and windy, but with a little sunshine on some days. We met some fabulous people from all over the 
world, including two from Ipswich. 
 
The B & Bôs were comfortable and some very interesting. We saw lots of sheep, cows, horses etc. Our feet did 
not suffer from blisters, and we completed 192miles in 14 days. 
 
We have raised so far £2500 up to the end of August for the children of Dagoretti Kenya. We would like to say 
thank you to all those who supported us in their generosity and prayer. 
 
If you would like to hear more about the walk and the children of Dagoretti come to Great Bentley Methodist 
Church on Monday 2

nd
 November at 6.30pm where I will be giving a talk with slides. No tickets or cost just 

come along. 
 
Pastor David 

 
 
 

 
 MOTHERSô UNION 

 
We look forward to our annual Deanery Quiet Time in Church on 1st October, led by Bernard to which 
everyone is invited.  Coffee from 10am, Quiet Time, Lunch (bringing your own) - drinks provided.  
Afternoon session finishing with a service of Holy Communion, home time approximately 2pm.  A 
donation of £2.00 per person would be welcome to cover expenses - tea and coffee will be available all 
day. 
 
There will be a Deanery Committee Meeting at the home of Janet Dunn in Thorpe at 10.00am on 
Thursday 15th October.  If you are interested I would be pleased to give you a lift. 
 
On Wednesday 21st October prayers will be offered for dioceses in Canada, Ireland and Nigeria.  
Members overseas really appreciate our prayers as I am sure we do theirs.  This is one of the joys of 
being part of the Mothersô Union worldwide fellowship. 
 
Love and Best wishes 
 



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT 

BENTLEY DURING OCTOBER 2009  
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SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm 

BELLRINGING PRACTICE - Every Monday - 7.30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm 

 GREAT BENTLEY  

METHODIST 

CHURCH NEWS 

Thur. 1
st
 10.30am MU Quiet Day 

   
SUN. 4

th
 17

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday  
    School  
 
Wed. 7

th
   10.00am Holy Communion 

  2.15pm Bentley Bears 
 
SUN. 11

th
   18

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30pm All Age Sung Eucharist 
 
Tue 13

th
 7.30pm Standing Ctte in the Vicarage 

Wed. 14
th
     10.00am Morning Prayer 

 
SUN 18

th
    ST LUKE   

  8.00am  Holy Communion by extension 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist by extension  
  6.30pm Deanery Celebration at Walton 
 
Wed. 21

st
    10.00am Morning Prayer  

 
SUN 25

th
  BIBLE SUNDAY  (CLOCKS GO BACK ONE 

     HOUR) 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Word and Worship Service for all 
    the Church Family. 
 
Mon 26

th
  3.30pm No Seekers at Half Term 

  7.30pm Deanery Synod, Baker Hall,  
    Kirby  Cross 
 
WED 28

th
  ST SIMON & ST JUDE  

  10.00am Holy Communion 
 

 

We welcome you to worship with us during October. 
Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m. 
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
October 4

th
   Rev Ray King - Church Anniversary  

October 11
th

   Robert Taylor 
October 18

th
   Pastor David Bavister 

October 25
th

    Fellowship 

Events in October 
Church Anniversary & Lunch Morning Service led by Rev 
Ray King, followed by a Lunch to which everyone is invited. 
 Please book for lunch with the Stewards 

Autumn Fayre 7
th

 November 10am to 12 noon 

September Coffee Morning.  
Many thanks to all who helped to raise £150 for the work of 
Beacon House among the homeless in Colchester. This 
monthôs Coffee Morning is on Friday 2

nd
  October 10am to 

12 noon Cakes, books, raffle etc. The money will go to  
Church funds. 

Cameo Monday 5
th
 October Tearfund 6.30pm. This is an 

informal evening where you can meet with friends and have 
a good meal. Ring 250087 if you need a lift. 

Adventurers Club Fridays  7pm to 8.30pm, Subs £1.50. 
Children from year 3 upwards are welcome. Please ring  
250087 for more information and to register your child. 

Luncheon Club 13
th
 & 27

th
 October 

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club 
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see if 
you enjoy the meal and company before you commit 
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged to  
help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 

Parents and Toddlers at the Methodist Church On the 
14

th
 November we shall be 10 years old. There will be an 

Open Day at Church to celebrate. Everyone will be 
welcome, especially those who are or have been members 
of the Parent and Toddler group. The Church will be open 
on the 14

th
 November from 10am ï 4pm for people to drop 

in, have some birthday cake and catch up with the leaders  
and friends 

Each week the following events are held at our Church  

Ring these numbers for more information 

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in  
         school year 3 and older.  
We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate 
Thursdays. Leader Sue Warder 250713. 



ST MARYõS CHURCH 

ROTAS FOR  

OCTOBER  2009  
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
FARMERSô MARKET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  THURSDAY 29th October 
9am - 12 noon 

 
Brightlingsea  

CommunityCentre 

SIDESPERSONSôS ROTA 
 

Sunday 4th October - Trinity 17 

Sidespersons - Jennie & John Moss 
Intercessions - Wendy King 
 

Sunday 11th October - Trinity 18 

Sidespersons Maria & Jessica Pagram 
    

Sunday 18th October - St Luke the Evangelist 

Sidespersons Pat & Peter Nunn 
Intercessions Jackie Thimbleby 
 

Sunday 25th October - Bible Sunday 

Sidespersons Jean & Philip Smith 
 
 
  

CLEANING ROTA 

3rd Chris Aplin & Carol Kerridge 

10th John & Jennie Moss 

17th Maria Pagram 

24th Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden 

31st Edna Black 

 

COFFEE ROTA  

  4th Dennis & Sybil Curry 

  11th Myrtle Clayton 

  18th Jackie & David Thimbleby 

  25th Bev Adams 

 

FUNERAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 16th September 
   

Joan Margery Smith 
 

YOUTH CLUB 
 
 

The Youth Club opened their doors to 35 children on 
Thursday 10th September - we were offering a 
óTasterô session for new members wishing to go on 
our waiting list.  Everyone enjoyed the evening to the 
full - the Karaoke machine was used (loudly) for 2 
solid hours!  Children enjoyed our soft ball area, the 
pool table, table tennis, table football, board games 
and most of all the Chocolate Fountain!!!   
 
Children between the ages of 11 and 16 are welcome 
to our Youth Club which runs every fortnight on a 
Thursday at the Methodist Hall - it is especially good 
for children to socialise in a controlled and safe 
environment. 
 
Any new families who have moved into the village 
would greatly benefit by making new friends and could 
learn more about our village and the people in it.  
 
If you would like to know more, please contact Susan 
on 250713. 
 
Our sessions for October are 8th and 22nd and we 
look forward to seeing you. 
 
Please note - members on our waiting list will be 
contacted accordingly when vacancies appear. 
 
Susan Warder 
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SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS COFFEE MORNING 
 

We should like to say a huge thank you to the kind 
folk who came and supported us on the 12th 
September in the Village Hall.  You helped to raise a 
total of £300 plus your generous gifts of items to fill 
shoe boxes to send out to our boys and girls in 
Afghanistan.  These we are sure will brighten their 
day and lift their spirits to know that many of us are 
thinking of them. 
 We would also like to extend our very grateful 
appreciation to those who worked so hard to help us 
on the day.  Namely Jean and John, Gail, Norah, 
Eileen, Michelle and Barbara.  A special thank you 
also to Julie and Ray in our Post Office and to Great 
Bentley Tesco Express for their kind donations and to 
those folk who gave cash donations both before and 
on the day. 
 At this time it is too soon to say how many 
shoe boxes we can fill or exactly how the money 
raised will be shared out.  We will further update you 
in the next issue of the Parish News.  So watch this 
space! 
` Our sincere thanks once again  
Judy and Alan Bishop 
 
Bedding for rescued pets has continued to be 
dropped off at the house during the Summer months 
and a healthy stock has built up ready for further 
rounds of deliveries to the various rescue centres that 
we help.  As Autumn turns to the colder, shorter days 
of Winter the warm bedding that has been donated 
by so many kind folk in and around the village will be 
all the more important and very welcome by those 
pets who await the luxury of their own home.  Items 
such as old blankets, throws, covers, curtains, 
sleeping bags, sheets and towels are all very useful, 
but no duvets, cushions or pillows as these items are 
not used at the rescue centres.  Several kind ladies 
have been clanking away with their knitting needles 
to produce the most wonderfully colourful cat 
blankets for the older less able felines who in most 
cases have found their final home at a rescue centre.  
We are very grateful too for the many donations of 
pet food which has been brought to us, some 
because a choosey pet no longer likes what has 
been bought for them.  However some come to us 
because of the loss of a loved family pet.  A kind 
gesture at such a sad and difficult time.  We will 
continue our work to help as many centres as we can 
and for all your help and kindness we thank you very 
much. 
Alan and Judy Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, Tel: 251702 
 
 
I would like to say a very big thank you for the 
kindness to Luke and I during my recent illness, for 
the beautiful flowers, cards and phone calls. 
Pat Berriman 
 

Many thanks to my family, and all my friends and well-
wishers for the cards and gifts received on my 80th 
birthday.  I was overwhelmed by such kindness. 
Joyce Butler 
 
 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
Once again we had a wonderful stand at the Show 
with all sorts of local interest. 
 ñBentley on the Moveò proved a winner.  Many 
thanks to all the society members who researched this 
project.  They did a great job. 
 Thanks too to all the non-members who lent 
photos and memorabilia and filled in some of the gaps 
with their memories. 
 Harryôs beautifully restored 1932 Standard 8 
and Bevôs wonderful gleaming Aston Martin set off the 
display to perfection.  We are very grateful for their 
generous loans. 
 Altogether a marvellous joint effort and a very 
successful afternoon. 

 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

JON TYLER 
 

on 20th October 
 

All our love and  
best wishes always 

 
June, Aaron, Brandon & Ellie 

X X X X 
 
 

              Happy 6th Birthday 
                         to our Princess 

 

ELLIE TYLER  
 on 

  27th October 
 

Have a great day and Party 
 

Love, hugs and kisses 
Mummy, Daddy, Aaron & Brandon 

 
X X X X 

 



MOBILE POLICE UNIT 
 

Tuesday 13th October 
Tuesday 27th October 

 
9.30am - 10.30am 

Outside the Plough Inn 

6 

CRAFT AND TABLE TOP SALE 
 

Plus Face Painting 
 

Village Hall 
 

17th October 
 

2.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Tables £10 
 

Call Lara 250142 
 

Fund raising for Gary Sargent who is going 
with Habitat and Humanity to South Africa to 

build a house for underprivileged children 

THE GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 
 
ñA good time was had by allò sing it out loud and clear it 
was aògood time showò.The weather was kind; thanks to  
Julie Reinger who surely should be promoted to the 
BBC National network, then perhaps we could have test 
matches without rain and sunshine all over the country! 
 The show is a team effort, a sum of the parts, but  
Hon.secretary, Jackie Plummer and our indefatigable 
Chairman, Derek Burdett deserve a special mention 
because being at the sharp end of the operation can be, 
at best, a little trying....... 
 Numerous visitors went out of their way to praise 
the  many facets of the show. They loved the Dog 
Show, the  magnificent displays in the Marquee, the 
dancers, the varied selection of stalls, the  many 
interesting exhibits and the refreshments provided by 
the Guides and Scouts. The new more spacious layout 
was liked and the relaxed feel of the whole show 
perhaps personified a real English village show. 
 This year the raffle, always good, excelled, it was 
tremendous.  A  very special thank you must go out to 
the many local traders and business folk who were so 
generous in providing the splendid prizes. 
 So thatôs it.....now itôs put your feet up ótil next 
year. No chance.....there is the ñinquestò committee 
meeting this month, the Annual General Meeting in 
November and then off we go again for the 2010 Show. 
The committee would welcome 
with open arms some new younger  
members. Half a dozen meetings 
and the show weekend  is the 
basic commitment, the  rest would 
be down to you.  Talk to any of the 
present committee if you are 
in teres ted or  need  m ore 
information. 
 
Ben Harris. (Hon.Press Officer) 

 
 
 

Welcome to Great Bentley  
to Jenny and Billy, 15 Cedar Way 

and 
Mr and Mrs Clarke and family 

at 21 Plough Road 
 
 

We say goodbye and best wishes to 
the Blackman family who are moving to 
Thorpe-le-Soken and we welcome new 

residents to 1 Elm Close 
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Letter to 

the Editor 
I was very impressed by Betty Harveyôs support of 
Great Bentley traditions last month and it immediately 
brought to mind the first Parish Council meeting we 
attended.  It was when the hall was in the old school 
and folk crowded in to hear what was going on and to 
have a say when the meeting was thrown open. 
 ñMr Chairman, we find the bell ringing in the 
evening intrusive and it is hard to get the children to 
sleep.ò 
 ñOh, I donôt know you, how long have you been 
in the village?ò 
 ñ18 monthsò. 
 ñWell, we have been ringing them on Tuesday 
evenings on and off for over 200 years, when you 
have been with us a bit longer perhaps you may have 
a say in the matter.ò 
 Lesleyôs comment on locals going too fast was 
appropriate; I even had a man bearing fast down on 
my back bumper when he was only going from Birch 
Avenue to the shop; come now, if you come to live in 
the country adapt to the way of life, donôt expect to 
change it to suit yourself. 
 We can go back to village life without a 
telephone or cars and folk wouldnôt lock doors when 
they went out in case friends came over and needed 
to make themselves a cup of tea.  Our pets did their 
part: Nanôs parrot called them in, Rex pointed out the 
biscuit barrel while Tay rubbed against their legs and 
showed where the milk was kept so when we got 
back they had it all arranged.  Unfortunately these 
easygoing ways, as with those Betty mentioned, 
could not continue. 
 Just one more comment, on Petôs Corner.  You 
say one single female cat could be responsible for 
20,000 offspring.  Good heavens Mark, so how many 
would it be for a married cat? 
 
Dave Kirby 

COFFEE MORNING 
in aid of 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH (arc) 

to be held at 

46 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea 

on Saturday October 31st 
from 10.00am - 12 noon 

Admission £1 

Books, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Raffle 

CARNIVAL AGM 
 

Thursday 29th October 

                   Michael Wright Room,      

             8pm  Village Hall 

                        All welcome 

Committee members needed 
and more importantly a  

Chairman/Chairlady 

GREAT BENTLEY ART CLUB is organising 
a coach trip to London, Saturday 14th 
November leaving Great Bentley Village Hall 
at 9.00am and returning from London at 
5.00pm.  Cost of tickets £14 each 
 
Ring Joan Wilson 250574 to book seats. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS! 
 

   Please note next yearôs photo 
   classes in the Great Bentley 

   Show are as follows 
 

A HISTORIC BUILDING 

AVIATION 

A WINTER SCENE 

RURAL IDYLL 

SET SAIL 

SHADOWS 

NEW GREAT BENTLEY WEBSITE 
 

There is now a new  
Great Bentley Website 
www.aboutgreatbentley.co.uk.    
 
 
If any organisations or groups would like to be 
included on this website please contact email 
rob@13lives.co.uk   to obtain more details. 
 
The Parish Council website is 
www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
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Peterôs 

Potterings 

As we leave September behind we can reflect on the 
warm days at the start of the month plus a bit of rain 
later in the month.  The bright sunlight and strong 
winds have had an effect on most of the plants and this  
I suspect will bring Autumn much nearer and a lot 
quicker than usual.  A lot of the horse chestnut and 
other leaves are falling off the trees and the chore, or 
in some cases delight, of collecting the leaves seems 
to be dying out.  No longer do we smell the whiff of 
wood smoke as the leaves slowly burn away.  Instead 
it is much more common today to rake up all the leaves 
and to use them to provide garden compost for the 
future.  The larger leaves take longer to rot down but if 
you have a rotary law mower then run this over the 
leaves on the lawn.  This shreds them up and then 
collects them in its basket.  It will probably add a few 
grass cuttings as well, and the resulting mixture will 
compost down quickly providing a good mixture for the 
garden.  Of course if you are the proud owner of a 
shredder you may use this to provide a similar 
reduction in the size of the leaves. 
 Whilst talking about lawnmowers, donôt put yours 
away in the shed and forget about it until next Spring.  
The weather in our area is much warmer than in the 
northern parts of the country and this means the grass 
keeps on growing for much longer.  Raise the cutting 
height a bit more and cut the grass as and when it 
starts to get a bit long.  No doubt the grass will be 
damp with dew, so to make it easier to cut, brush the 
grass to make the water droplets fall off the leaves, 
then cut it a couple of hours later and it should be fairly 
dry.  Traditionalists used a birch broom (similar to that 
depicted as transport for flying witches) but anything 
that shakes the grass will have the desired effect.  I 
sometimes use a hard bristle brush but normally a 6 
foot bamboo cane swished over the surface has the 
desired effect and is much quicker.  If you are worried 
about should I cut grass in the winter, providing it is not 
frozen or waterlogged it should be okay.  The bowling 
green I play on during the summer is cut twice a month 
during the winter (and twice a week during the 
summer).  This frequent cutting is apparently better for 
the grass as it makes it grow more blades that are 
shorter. 
 If it is a bit wet how about a nice little job in the 
greenhouse?  You have probably planted up your 
Christmas flowering hyacinths, but how about a few 
daffodils timed to come into bloom a few weeks earlier 
than those planted outside?  Take a 12 section tray 
(approximately 2ò square each section) fill it with 
multipurpose compost, then plant a dozen dwarf 
daffodils.  I always use Tête a Tête and these 
invariably perform well.  Push the bulb into each 
section leaving the top above the compost.  Then 
water lightly and put them into a cool low light area 

such as under the bench in a cool greenhouse.  
Around Christmas time there should be shoots about 
1ò high.  Now place them in the light still in the 
greenhouse and in a few weeks they will be in bud.  
They can then be taken out separately and carefully 
planted in the window boxes, tubs etc. and they will be 
in bloom a few weeks before those originally planted 
outside. 
 It is also time to clear the borders of any 
remaining summer bedding plants to enable you to 
plant the spring flowering varieties.  The longer you 
leave it the colder the weather, the slower plant 
growth, and the longer it takes for the new plants to get 
well established before the colder days and frost of 
January and February.  similarly to lawns the type of 
fertiliser the plants need is a slow release type.  
Traditionally bone meal or any organic material such 
as compost help to build up the root system.  I also 
use a small amount of the slow release granules.  
These release fertilizer at a rate determined by 
moisture and temperature, so they donôt make the 
foliage grow long and lush when it is likely to be 
zapped by frosts etc.  It will also retain its goodness 
through the cold weather then let it go as spring warms 
up. 
 Donôt forget to plant a few daffodils or tulips 
between your pansies or polyanthus, as these give a 
bit more height to your displays, and a good variety of 
colours is also available. 
 If you have not grown any pansies or polyanthus 
donôt forget that Bentley in Bloom is selling plants 
during October. 
 
PETER ALLINGTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENTLEY IN BLOOM 
 

All the pansies and polyanthus plugs have been 
planted and are growing well. 
 
Please if you want any pansies or polyanthus can you 
place your orders early.  Delivery will be mid October.  
Prices 6 pack pansies (mixed)  £1.50;  6 packs 
Polyanthus (mixed)  £2.25  (smaller volumes pro rata). 
 
Please phone any óBentley in 
Bloomersô listed in last monthôs 
magazine. 
 
Any surplus will be for sale on 
Saturday 31st October from the old 
village hall car park from 10.00am 
onwards. 
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SEVEN RIVERS CHESHIRE HOME 

AUTUMN SALE 
 

 
 
 
 

Ladies clothing, Sports gifts, shoes, toys, 
stocking fillers, china, jewellery, 

greetings cards, cookware 
and a wide range of gift ideas at 

GREAT BROMLEY VILLAGE HALL 

on 

Tuesday 6th October 

10.30am to 3.00pm 

Entry £2.00 

Refreshments including coffee, cakes  
and sandwiches will also be available 

    APPLE WEEKEND  

                  at 

   PARK FRUIT FARM  
     Pork Lane, Great Holland 

              see advert on page U 

 

SATURDAY 17th OCTOBER 

SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER 

10.00am - 5.00pm 

Royal British Legion 
 

The 40ôs dance held on September 12
th
 and with very 

little help on the day made only a small amount of 
profit and the committee will review repeating this 
dance next year (well done to the few). 
 Poppy Collectors are still required in certain 
areas so if you can spare a few hours this year please 
contact Dennis Curry on 251717. 
 The Village Hall will be a venue for a Table Top 
Sale on the 24

th
 October ï proceeds of which will go to 

the Poppy Appeal.  For table bookings please call 
Eunice on 01255 820374. 
 The branch AGM will take place in the football 
club on the 30

th
 October at 7.30pm and all are 

welcome.  Nominations for the varying posts need to 
be put to the secretary asap. 
 For those interested - the band of the Parachute 
Regiment are appearing at the Brightlingsea 
Community Centre on the 8

th
 October.  For tickets 

please call 07852 342670.  Dress from both World War 
decades is encouraged.  An evening of nostalgia is 
promised.  A second concert by the band will be in St. 
Botolphôs Church on the 10

th
 October.  See local press 

for ticket information. 
 

  Flag Flying Days:   
 
 October 21

st
  Trafalgar Day 

 October 24
th
  United Nations Day 

 
We do seriously need someone who is able to raise 
flags on the appropriate days on the village flag pole.  
Since the last person ceased to undertake this task, it 
has fallen on our treasurer to perform this duty and she 
is now unable to continue.  Details from Dennis Curry 
on the above number. 
 
Michael Dorling 

VILLAGE HALL 

On Saturday 21st September the Village Hall continued its 
fundraising efforts for the year with a second Table Top sale.  
More successful than the first one it raised over £300 towards 
running costs.  The success of this Table Top Sale was due in the 
main to Eunice Payne, a new user group rep. who practically 
organised the whole day.  Well done to her and all helpers.  As 
fundraising must now be part of the village hallôs financial 
expenditure, this year has seen a good start.  We do however 
need all user groups to participate during the year however small 
the imput.  For over 20 years Great Bentley Village Hall has 
enjoyed financial success.  The hall is now 23 years old and 
repairs and replacements are inevitable.  At present the ladiesô 
toilets and showers are undergoing a complete refurbishment 
costing several thousands of pounds.  We hope to be able to 
follow on with the gentsô area at slightly less cost.  The RBL annual 
grand draw this year will be contributing to our fundraising by 
donating one third of the profits to the hall.  Many thanks to them.  
I understand that the Drama Group are also considering a 
donation at some time.  Added to this yearôs fundraising will also 
be a donation from Bikerôs Night which has previously donated to 
the RBL and Football Club plus a yearly donation to the Parish 
Council for the upkeep and protection of our village green.  Next 
year we will hopefully see two Table Top Sales and  a Pig Race 
Night which has been organised by the Clacton Lions. 
 Finally the erecting of security chains at the entrance to the 
Village Hall has caused some talk amongst residents.  The reason 
for securing the car park is primarily to keep out commuters to 
London who park all day depriving Village Hall users spaces to 
park.  Despite being asked on many occasions to park elsewhere 
they have taken no notice and have become abusive and 
threatening to staff which is unacceptable.  After the last 
committee meeting a unanimous decision - albeit reluctantly - to 
secure the entrances to the car park was taken.  The Village Hall 
committeeôs first duty is to the users of the Village Hall and we 
would point out that there are potentially up to 80 vehicles that use 
the car park daily between the pre-school group and the main 
school group (who have been given permission to drop off and 
pick up for the school).  This can at times fill all available spaces.  
The car park also facilitates the parking of vehicles for allotment 
holders and is often used for one-off parking for various coach 
trips.  We, as a committee try to accommodate all requests for 
parking, but we cannot always say yes.  The committee are all 
from the village and are fully aware of the parking problems.  The 
village hall, however, is not a public car park. 
 
Michael Dorling 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE  

WAR MEMORIAL HALL, FRATING  

8th November 3pm 

conducted by Reverend Pauline Scott 
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RUNNING CLUB 
GREAT BENTLEY 

FRIDAY 5 
 

ñItôs a long, long time from May to 
November; and the days grow short 
when you reach Septemberò. 
 
You may have noticed that I often quote poetry or songs -  
all will be explained next month; but one of my 
colleagues was surprised when I quoted from Rudyard 
Kiplingôs óRecessionalô at the start of our last summer 
training run of the year.  Yes summer is ódoneô, we are 
now back to winter training, and into the main months of 
competition - either on the roads or cross-country.  I am 
writing this on 13 September, I was out competing in 
Canvey Island today, whilst a number of Club members 
chose to run in Langham - all over 10 kilometres.  One of 
our younger members did run very well over the Canvey 
5 kilometre course: well done Naomi, who is now off to 
read Sports Science at University. 
 
Between now and Christmas - yes, we have just booked 
our Club Christmas meal - there are a large number of 
competitions.  I have four races booked:  Dedham 10 
kilometres, which is an important race for Great Bentley 
RC because it decides our internal Club Championship 
over the distance (on all those ólovelyô hills); Felixstowe 
half-marathon (likewise a Championship race); Tiptree 10 
miles - this is a County Championship race and most of 
us will be out; and last, but not least the Wix 5 mile race 
on 18th October.  I, and all my colleagues, will be adding 
in lots more races before Christmas, but that will do for a 
start.  There are races nearly every Sunday until the end 
of the year, culminating in a choice of Boxing Day races 
to help the Christmas Pudding down. 
 
The Wix 5 mile race is very important to the Club 
because it is a local derby -  a ógrudge matchô (we love 
them really!) against Harwich Running Club.  Whilst it is a 
public race, and anyone can enter, we have an annual 
challenge against Harwich and as many of us as possible 
turn out to run against them.  Who will win?  Well, 
Harwich, we want our trophy back, because there is a 
nasty vacant space in the cabinet in the Village Hall, and 
we certainly donôt want our Menôs Captain being 
óbeastedô this year.  We look forward to inviting your 
Menôs Captain over to join in our training! 

 
We meet at just after 7pm on 
Wednesday evenings in the 
Village Hall and would welcome 
anyone who would like to join 
us.  Runners of all abilities are 
very welcome, and we do have 
non-running fun as well. 
 
Bob Watt 

GREAT BENTLEY 
CONSERVATIVES 

 
Weôre pleased to report that Bentley Conservatives 
supported our village show again this year with a 
stand run for us by Councillors Stephen and Danny 
Mayzes.  Brothers Stephen and Danny organised 
paint ñtattoosò for the children so that the grown-ups  
could chat if they wanted.  Did you call in?  If you 
did, maybe you met our County Councillor, Derek 
Robinson and our MP, Bernard Jenkin ï both of 
whom attended the Show and visited the stand, 
along with several other Tendring District 
Councillors (not Lynda, of course ï she was busy  
with the Dog Show!). 
 
In November weôll be stepping back into the past for 
another of our popular parlour games.  This time we 
shall be asking our guests to deduce ñWhatôs my 
Line?ò and, of course, to eat, drink and socialise.  
The details for this fun social evening are as follows: 
 

 
 
Keep the date in your diary, booking will open 
shortly. 
 
Pam Stephens 
Secretary, Great Bentley Conservatives 
 

  GREAT BENTLEY  
  CONSERVATIVES 

 
  invite you to play 

  WHATôS MY LINE? 

  at the Vestry Room 

  St Maryôs Church 

Saturday 21st November 

7.30pm 

Everyone welcome! 

Tickets £6 each  

(to include light refreshments) 

For further details and/or bookings 
 contact  

Pam Stephens,  
Coppice Farm, Wick Road,  

Great Bentley  
Tel: 01255 831567 
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BEAT SURGERY 

The next Beat Surgery is on 

Friday 23rd October 

Village Hall 

7.30pm - 8.30pm 

REPORT OF INCIDENTS  
IN THE GREAT BENTLEY  
AREA DURING AUGUST 

 
Missing Person 1 Tye Road 
   Person returned safe and well 

Criminal Damage 3 Football Club 
    Doctorôs Surgery 
   A car damaged in Forge Lane 

Suspicious Circumstances  2  Colchester Road 
     Plough Road 

Driving Complaint  1 The Green on biker night 

Obstruction or abandoned vehicle 3 
    2 on Station Road 
    1  De Vere Estate 

Theft 2 Flag Hill,  Weeley Road 
 
There may be some reported incidents  
that canot be reported in Great Bentley  
Parish News because they are  
sensitive or for confidential reasons. 

ST MARYôS CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL & 
ART EXHIBITION 

 
A very big thank you to all the flower arrangers, artists 
and everyone who helped at the Flower Festival & Art 
Exhibition on the 12th and 13th September.  Also a big 
thank you to everyone who came and made it such a 
wonderful weekend.  We raised the magnificent sum of  
£1,700 for Church Funds. 
 
Hilary Harris, Rita Coles, Peter Allington 
Organisers 

 
ANSWERS TO ST MARYôS CHURCH 

FLOWER FESTIVAL QUIZ 
 

Anniversary    Arrangement No 
 
1st Paper   Guides    1 
2nd Cotton  Bentley Bears   2 
3rd Leather  Football Club  17 
4th Linen, Silk  Rainbows   14 
5th Wood   Art Club   10 
6th Iron   St Maryôs Choir   6 
7th Wool, Copper   Conservation Group  9 
8th Bronze  Methodist Church   5 
9th Pottery/China St Maryôs Seekers  15 
10th Tin, Aluminium History Society           11 
12th Silk   Gardening Society   3  
13th Lace   Bentley in Bloom  16 
20th China   St Maryôs Church  18 
25th Silver   Mothersô Union  13 
30th Pearl   Bellringers   19 
35th Coral/Jade  Friends of the Green 4 
40th Ruby   Womenôs Institute  7 
50th Gold   Evergreen Friendship Club  8 
55th Emerald  Royal British Legion 12  
 
 

 
 
 

            

SAVINGS 
 

Some of the pocket money I did have 
Mother said I had to save. 

Buy Post Office Savings stamps and you will get 
A savings interest growth Certificate. 

All my life Iôve saved 
To buy whatever I craved. 

Marriage, give my loving spouse 
The joy of our own house. 

Save for a pension in old age 
I did, but now Iôm full of rage 

Old age has put me into care. 
Iôm told Iôve saved a sum too far 
My savings must go each day 

The Nursing Home to pay 
Oh why did I struggle to save? 

 
                        D. Gibbs 

THOUGHTS OF AN 
OLDER PERSON 

 
Remember that we old folks are worth a fortune, 
with silver in our hair, gold in our teeth, stones in 
our kidneys, lead in our feet and gas in our 
stomachs. 
 While I may have become a little older since I 
saw you last, I have in the meantime become quite 
a frivolous old gal, having two gentlemen with me 
every day. 
 Will Power helps me get out of bed and 
Arthur Ritis never leaves me alone. 
 The preacher came to me the other day.  He 
said at my age I should be thinking of the hereafter.  
I told him, ñOh! I do that all the time.  No matter 
where I am, in the living room, the study, in the 
kitchen, or up the stairs, I always ask myself é  
What am I here after?ò 
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SURGERY NEWS 
 

Grumbling about waiting times in Accident and Emergency is almost as great a British 
tradition as moaning about the weather, so I am delighted to suggest a few alternatives 
that you can try if you feel the need for some sort of non-emergency medical attention 
when the surgery is closed. 
 
Firstly, if what you need is good, common sense medical advice, you can get it by 
telephoning NHS Direct on 0845 46 47. This is a nurse-led service which specialises in 
giving expert guidance on straightforward matters that donôt need the immediate attention 
of a doctor. In many cases, they should be able to sort you out without you ever having to 
be seen. 
 
If you have a minor injury that needs attention you can go to the Minor Injuries Unit at 
either Clacton or Harwich Hospitals between the hours of 9.00am ï 9.00pm. You donôt 

need an appointment and I am told that the waiting time at both units is usually quite short, contrasting sharply to 
the under-4-hours target at Colchester A&E. Please note though, that ñMinor Injuriesò means exactly that. 
Anyone turning up with an illness will be turned away as the units are not equipped for or intended to deal with 
sick people. 
 
If you have an illness that needs attention and you can travel, as an alternative to the often over-stretched Out 
of Hours Service, why not try the new Walk-in Centre in Colchester? Itôs on Turner Road, quite close to the 
hospital, and is open from 7.00am until 10.00pm every day of the year. Again, you donôt need an appointment, 
and going there must be a better bet than queuing for ages amongst the blood and guts of A&E. 
 
If you are ill - not to the point of it being an emergency, of course ï and genuinely cannot travel, in the first 
instance please call the Harmoni Out of Hours Service. (Here at Great Bentley, if you ring the surgery out of 
hours on 01206 250691, you will automatically be transferred to Harmoni.) You will be assessed over the 
telephone and, if it seems necessary, a duty doctor will be sent to visit you. 
 
Incidentally, the GPs here advise that if you have a sick child, even one with a fever, it is best to take him or her 
to the doctor rather than waiting for one to come to you. To put this into perspective, even if your child is ill 
enough to need hospital treatment, the hospital wouldnôt come to you. He or she wonôt come to any harm from 
being put in a car and taken to a surgery or Out of Hours centre for treatment. 
 
So, there you go! If everyone sticks to these alternative providers and leaves A&E for serious Accidents and 
Emergencies, this unwanted British tradition will gradually die out. The Minor Injuries Units, Walk-in Centre etc 
are there to be used and if fewer people end up at A&E unnecessarily, service and waiting times will improve 
dramatically for those who really need to go there. 
 
We havenôt had a featured employee of the month for a little while, so this month Iôd like to introduce you to the 
newest addition to our team ï Mandy Fowler ï who joined us as a Receptionist at the beginning of June. 
 
Many of you will already know Mandy as she lives here in the village with husband Rod and their three sons ï 
not forgetting the rabbit and the goldfish. She held a variety of Civil Service positions until youngest son, Joshua, 
came along about five years ago, and luckily decided not to go back. We are already getting a lot of benefit from 
her wealth of customer service training and experience. 
 
Mandy tells me that her main hobbies are cycling, walking and playing tennis. However, at this time of year 
watching cricket and washing whites take over most of her spare time, as Rod and the two older boys all turn out 
regularly for Great Bentley cricket club. 
 
Taking on a second Mandy ï yes, we already had one, presented a particular problem, which was how to 
identify which one we were talking about. Luckily, the original Mandy, Mandy Gritton, has just become a 
grandma (her daughter, Torey presented Harrison to the world a few days ago), so we now have Mummy Mandy 
(Fowler) and Granny Mandy (Gritton). Simple! Many congratulations to Granny Mandy and welcome to the team 
to Mummy Mandy. 
 
Finally, a rare sports report. Dr Hunt took his catamaran to the national championships a couple 
of weeks ago. He and helmsman John Payne turned in their best ever performance, finishing 
fifth overall. They even won one race. Have they peaked too early for 2012, I wonder? 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager 

 



Petôs 

corner 
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Culture shock 
 
I have just had the pleasure of returning 
from a holiday in France (first time, so I 
am not a frequent traveller!) where we 
spent a lot of time in rural Brittany. Now 
Iôm not sure how this compares to the rest 
of France, but one thing that struck me 
whilst I was there, was their attitude to 
pets and particularly dogs. 
 

The dogs there, or most of them that we saw, 
seemed to live a fairly ñnaturalò lifestyle. By that I 
mean it was difficult to tell if anyone owned them at 
all! None were neutered, or kept on owners premises 
or in particularly good condition. They were generally 
roaming free to express whatever desires they 
wished. It did remind me a bit of when I used to work 
near Redcar. A lot of dogs there used to be what we 
called ñlatchkey dogsò (I think a few children were 
brought up in similar fashion too!)). Whilst this does 
admittedly allow full expression of a dogôs unfettered 
character, this does present a few problems when 
trying to live in a domesticated situation. 
 
It is probably no coincidence that most of these dogs 
were a cross of some sort, of mixed parentage shall 
we say. I suspect that this resulted in more than their 
fair share of fights, road traffic accidents (several 3 
legged animals were noted, so repair does not seem 
high on the agenda), not to mention dog bites to 
humans. 
 
The countryside and towns generally over there were 
spotless, free of litter and graffiti in the main part 
(definitely putting us Brits to shame), but the one area 
that was not as good was the level of poo. Nobody 
appears to bother to poop-a-scoop be they in town or 
in the countryside. The one exception was Vannes, 
were there was not a hint of poo and freshly stocked 
poo bag dispensers on offer. 
 
I know that this is but a snapshot of France, and that 
Paris will have chicly dressed and immaculately 
manicured poodles, with painted nails and collars to 
match, maybe even a jaunty hat to top off the outfit. 
The vets out there, at least viewed from the outside, 
looked reasonably comparable to ours, 
some nice new premises, some old 
and a bit in need of some TLC. But the 
cultural differences as regards pet 
ownership, even on a quick visit, were 
quite striking. Vivre la différence?? 
 
MARK ALLINGTON 
B.Sc Cert VD 
BVM & S:  MRCVS 
 

 

JOAN MARGERY SMITH 
 

Joan was born in Great Bentley at the nursing home now 
Hall Farm just near church.  She was the middle one of 
three daughters Jean the oldest and Mary the youngest.  
Her father was Allen Harris who was from Tottenham and 
her mother Bertha Wright was from Great Bentley.  Many 
will remember that Bertha ran a café at St Osyth and 
during the second world war ran a tea stall for the troops 
posted in the village.  Alan of course ran Harris the bakery 
in the village.   
 Joan met her future husband Jock at the Clacton 
Operatic Society where she played many leading roles.  
They were married in 1951 and then he was posted to 
Scotland for his National Service and they lived there for 2 
years.  On returning to Great Bentley they set up a 
building business later vehicle body building at the Pightle 
on Thorrington Road.  Joan supported Jock in all his 
endeavours as well as keeping house and bringing up 
their three children.  
 At about this time the family started sailing.  Joan 
was always ready on a Friday evening to escape to the 
boat with bags packed by the door.  On Jocks arrival 
home the family were bundled into the car and at that time 
off to Brightlingsea.  Later when sailing took Jock further 
away Joan would in his absence re-arrange his garage or 
decorate the house, always busy doing something.  Later 
in life golf became a favourite pastime that they both 
enjoyed which encompassed going away together to play 
and thus making many new friends.  Even when Joan was 
unwell and unable to walk she was not best pleased if 
Jock was not able to take her to the Waldringfield Golf 
Club on Tuesday for lunch and to meet ñthe girlsò.  
Entertaining was another accomplishment and she was a 
great hostess and very accomplished cook.  Her deserts 
were special and she was always baking cakes for family 
and friends.  
 Joan was diagnosed with cancer three years ago 
and underwent treatment but unfortunately she then 
contracted Brain Metastises but she never complained 
about her illness and was full of humour.  She enjoyed 
being pushed around the Green in her wheelchair.  One 
day she met a lady from her class in primary school, they 
had both lived in the village all their lives but never met, 
and Joan said how nice it was to meet her again.  The 
village had always been an important part of her life.  
During the last few months lots of splendid food from the 
family and friends would appear.  After an outing the 
family would arrive home to find things left on the 
doorstep or kitchen table.   
 Joan loved her family very much, Malcolm Ian and 
Carina and all her grand children and great grand children 
who gave her so much pleasure especially during her 
illness.  She was always interested in their travels and 
exploits and delighted to see them or hear their news.  
She would have been delighted to have seen her new 
great grandson born on the 14

th
 September 

 Joan had a strong faith and knew once her body 
was exhausted she would be free from suffering, and all 
the other earthly attachments.  She regularly attended St 
Maryôs church.  Throughout her illness Jock was a tower 
of strength and the family all agreed that no husband 
could have done more.  Joan was a truly remarkable lady 
and will be greatly missed. 
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DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER  2009 MAGAZINE 

Monday 12th  October 2009 
 

EARLY  COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED   
 

Material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green, 250524 
Please mark all material - ñParish Magazineò 

email: carole@pncallington.co.uk    AND  marymaskell@sys3internet.net 

 

Great Bentley Websites:  

www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk          www.aboutgreatbentley.co.uk 

Great Bentley Primary School 

It has been an exciting start to the year for our new reception children. They have been very keen to join in all 
of our school activities and have shown great confidence and imagination. Hereôs a chance to see some of the 
child initiated activities taking place this week. 

Creating a hospital to mend 
injured patients. 

Working as a team to build a 
óden for an elephantô. 

Deciding that the playground 
house needed a cleaning team! 

Building a bus with lots of seats and a 
separate driverôs space.  Tickets please! 

They have been bringing in and sharing things that are special to them to begin our focus on 
themselves. With their latest suggestion of a pirate ship role play area and an animal hospital who 
says that learning canôt be great fun! 
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Great Bentley Village Show 

Companion Dog Show Results 
 

The weather drew in more visitors and dogs than we were expecting, 74 dogs were entered 
with 185 entries. Our judge Bee Lee was kept busy especially with the novelty classes. 
It was great to see so many village residents taking part with their pet dogs and obviously 
enjoying themselves, which gave a wonderful atmosphere to the whole event. 
My grateful thanks go to Billie Soar and Lesley Shipp who take the entries on the day, without 
their help the show would not run as efficiently as it does. 
 
Results 
The overall winners in the four pedigree classes were: - 

Best in Show   Pauline Warrens English Bulldog Mabel       
Reserve Best in Show    Terry Ellis Short haired Dachshund Azit  
Best Puppy      Pam Simms Golden Retriever Ben  
Best opposite sex    Terry Ellis Short haired Dachshund Azit   
 
The winners in each of the classes were: - 

Pedigree Classes 
Best Puppy    Pam Simms Golden Retriever Ben     
Sporting    Terry Ellis Short haired Dachshund Azit 
Best Any Variety Non Sporting Pauline Warrens English Bulldog Mabel 
Open     Terry Ellis Short haired Dachshund Hannah 
 
Novelty Classes 
Best Veteran     P Stintons Crossbreed Posher    
Best Child Handler     Brenda Tates Lia  
Best Crossbreed/Mongrel   Mrs Stockwellôs Harley  
Best Rescue Dog     Gill Road and Rob Muirôs Parker  
Dog most like its owner    M Robinson Bearded Collie Chloe  
Prettiest Bitch     Kay Brittons Labrador Izzy  
Handsome Dog     Mr and Mrs Hallidays Harlequin Great Dane Storm 
Dog with the WaggiestTail   Minna Higgins Springer Spaniel Maisy  
Dog in best Condition    Jean Maples Husky cross Keri  
Dog the judge would like to take home  Suzy Carters Sasha 
 
Lynda McWilliams 

COUNTRYSIDE DAY 
& FARMERS MARKET 

GREAT BENTLEY VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY 3rd OCTOBER 
From 2pm 

 
ADMISSION 50p (By Lucky Programme)      

Children free 
 

Essex County Council Wastebuster Bus:   Displays 
 

Have a go at various crafts:   Face Painting: 
 

Meet Casper the Barn Owl:    Spinning:    
   

Refreshments: 
 

Organised by Great Bentley Conservation Group 

GREAT BENTLEY  

CONSERVATION GROUP 
We hope you will be able to join us for our 
Countryside Day and Farmers Market on 3rd 
October.  There will be stalls selling everything from 
bread, soup, cakes to fruit, veg, organic meat, to 
name just a few.  Children (and adults) will be able 
to make an early Christmas present and a card (for 
a small donation) and refreshments will be on sale.  
The Essex County Council Wastebuster Bus will be 
there with information on recycling etc and Casper 
the Barn Owl will be waiting to meet you.  This is 
our first fundraising event for three years so we do 
hope you will be able to support us. 

 

PLEASE COULD YOU HELP US  
BY BAKING A CAKE WE 

COULD SELL WITH THE TEA 

AND COFFEE? 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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LITTLE BENTLEY WATERWAYS 
& GARDEN SHOW 

5th & 6th June 2010 
 

Little Bentley Hall Waterways & Garden Show will be 
back again in June 2010 after a 3 year break.  
Christopher and Virginia Palmer-Tomkinsonôs gardens 
at Little Bentley Hall, just outside Colchester, will again 
be the setting for a major Charity Garden Show.  When 
this event was last held in summer 2007 over £110,000 
was raised for Essex Charities, and the show attracted 
over 12,000 visitors who were able to roam these 
beautiful private gardens and waterways. 
 A similar event is planned from 4th - 6th June 
next year with the gardens of Little Bentley Hall open, a 
schools/youth ñButterfly Barrelò Competition, a Fine Art 
Show, Antiques Valuations, and over 70 Quality Trade 
Stands.  A Silent Auction will be run by Colchester 
Centurion Rotary Club.  There will be a Gardening 
Questions & Demonstrations as well as Cookery 
Demonstrations throughout the weekend. 
 There will also be a Gala Preview Evening for 
over 800 guests on Friday night 4th June, the highlight 
of which will be the Beating the Retreat by the Minden 
Band of the Queens Division.  For an invitation contact 
the show office. 
 The event is desperately in need of Sponsors for 
next summer and local businesses and organisations 
are urged to come forward to help.  Sponsors are being 
sort for various sections of the event. 
Sponsors will obviously have a high profile at our 
Show, be able to invite their corporate guests for 
example to our Gala Evening if they were to 
sponsor this. 
 
Gala Evening - Total required £5,000 but this event 
could be shared by 2 sponsors. 
School/Youth óButterfly Barrelô Competition - £800 
Garden Clubs Competition - £800 
Art Marquee - £1,500 
Antiques - £500 
Roadside Advertising signs - £500 
Silent Auction Guide - £500 
Brass & Jazz Bands - £500 each 
Afternoon Tea Garden - £500 
Posters & Adverts - £500 
Supply of Food for Gala Evening - Tesco Highwoods 
supplied this in 2007. 
Supply of Stationery etc. 
 
Adverts in the Show Guide will be £175 for 1 Page A5 in 
Full Colour.  £90 Half Page. 
 
Lots/Prizes for the Silent Auction which will be run for 
us by Colchester Centurion Rotary Club are also being 
sort.  Lots such as Shooting, Fishing, Breakfast on the 
Gallops, Sporting Tickets, Meals and Holiday  
Accommodation and Flights would all be gratefully 
received.  3 years ago Rotary managed to raise over 
£5,500 from our Silent Auction. 
 Trade Stands are already selling very well and 
will cost £220 for 5 mtr x 4 mtr open space or Marquee 
Shedding 10ft x 15 ft deep. 
  

We hope your readers will consider being part of this 
major óChelsea in Essexô next summer in what has now 
become a major event, held every 3 years. 
 
Contact Nigel Dyson, the Show 
Director on 01206 251790 or 
07802 282 193 or visit the Web 
Site www.littlebentley.net 
 
In aid of Essex Charities including 
Little Bentley Church, Peninsular 
Youth, Army Benevolent Fund, Acorn 
Village, Wix Young Farmers & Rotary 
charities. 

BENTLEY HOME  

DELIVERY SERVICE  

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

& TELEPHONE NUMBER  

 

Stephanie is now living in 

Flat 3, Mill on the Green 

The Path, Great Bentley, CO7 8PL 

 

Tel: 01206 250544 

GREAT BENTLEY GARDEN CLUB 

Visit to 

MARKS HALL GARDENS & 

ARBORETUM 

Sunday 4th October 

 

 

 

 

 

This will be a car-share outing, leaving the  
Village Hall at 10.15am arriving at the 

gardens approximately 10.45am 
 

Cost £2.80 per person 
 

This will be our last visit to a garden before 
winter sets in.  If you would like to join us to see 

the changing colours of Autumn 
 

Please contact 
Margaret on 01206 250882 
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CRICKET CLUB NEWS  

THERE was no Sri Lankan star batsman this time, when St Osyth visited The Green to take on Great Bentley 
2

nd
 XI, but the outcome, sadly, was the same: another defeat.  Captain Andy Everett won the toss once more 

and decided to bat first on a dry pitch, showing some cracks. But his men came up against some disciplined 
line and length bowling, with very little room for manoeuvre and few bad balls.  Young Danny Hunt was the 
first to fall after dominating a 25-run opening stand with Michael Giles and Jake Cooper ï buoyed by fine A-
level results ï followed soon after with the score on 41.  Tim Maskell could only add nine runs to his 
impressive tally for the season and Giles was superbly caught by a back-pedalling mid-off having worked hard 
for his 30.  Andy Burbidge skied one to a grateful fielder to leave Bentley 84-5 and Lee Power, after a couple 
of edged boundaries, was surprised by some extra bounce and gloved to slip. The returning Nat Cooper 
played a couple of lovely shots before becoming the seventh to fall, with the total only just in three figures.  
But Everett and his no.2 Dave Clayton combined for the best partnership of the innings ï a modest 28 ï with 
Clayton making a career-best 19 not out as the hosts reached 142-9. 
 
Nat Cooper struck an early blow with the ball and there was success for brother Jake and Ian Manning as St 
Osyth slipped to 38 for three to give Bentley hope.  A 44-run stand for the fourth wicket wrestled the game 
back towards the visitors, but Jake Cooper and Everett replied, as Hunt and Maskell held on to catches, to 
reduce St Osyth to 104-5.  Bentley did not have enough runs on the board, though, and visiting wicketkeeper 
Neil Martin played the best innings of the day, hitting an unbeaten 64, to steer his side to a four-wicket win 
with 10 overs to spare.   
 
Defeat sent Bentley to the bottom of the Division Five table ahead of their final game of the campaign against 
100 per cent Stebbing (September 19).  Rod Fowlerôs first team have started to look nervously over their 
shoulders after seeing their losing run extended to seven games in Division Two. 
 
Following defeats against Little Baddow, Great Totham and Colchester, they took on West Bergholt and Little 
Bardfield over the Bank Holiday weekend.  More than 1,000 runs were scored over the course of the double-
header, but Bentley came up short in both.   
 
West Bergholt piled up 283 for three thanks to an unbeaten century from opener Sam Brooks, while Joe 
Fowler (2-43) took two of the three wickets to fall.  Young Fowler then dominated a pair of 80-run stands with 
dad Rod (17) and Jonathon Hesketh (21), before falling for 80 himself with the Bentley score on 165.  Four 
wickets fell for just 10 runs before Rupert Haxell made an unbeaten 28 in Bentleyôs 214-8.  Little Bardfield 
amassed 296-4 on The Green the following day, as Bentley tried nine different bowlers, with Pete Bodily 
taking 2-62 from a full 10 overs.  And the home side fell to 76-4 in reply, before Len Clayden and Bodily 
shared 66 for the fifth wicket.  Clayden was run out for 65 and Danny Hunt soon followed before Bodily added 
70 for the seventh wicket with Steve Manson, who made a seasonôs best 22.  Bodily finished unbeaten on 58 
as Bentley saw out their overs and closed on 243-9. 
 
Earls Colne visited the village six days later and were dismissed for 223, with Matt Fowler claiming 5-24 as six 
wickets fell in the final seven overs of the innings.  Rod (21) and Joe Fowler (38) put on 60 before a mini-
collapse saw Bentley reduced to 85-4. But a fine 73-run stand between Matt Fowler (38) and Bodily got the 
hosts right back in the hunt.  With the run-rate hovering at around seven per over, Bodily added another 31 
with Maskell, before holing out with 44 runs to his name.  Maskell and Andy Burbidge ï whose 10 over spell 
earlier in the day had cost just 13 runs ï reduced the target to 11 off the last over but, in fading light and with 
Earls Colne bowling short balls, Bentley came up frustratingly seven runs short on 217-7. 
. 
Little Baddow inflicted more pain on Bentley on September 13 with a 50-run win.  After seeing the home side 
made 256-7, Bentley could make only 206-7 in reply, with captain 
Rod Fowlerôs 87 leading the way in vain. It was a fourth half-century 
of the season for Fowler and took him to a club-high 534 runs in 
total for the campaign. 
 
Bentley were due to close the 2009 season with a trip to Clacton 
Ramblers (September 20) and home game against West Bergholt a 
week later. 
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A FEW NOTES FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 
 
Footpath Holly Bush Hill 
I reported in August that a meeting with the Highways Authority had taken place regarding placing a footpath to 
the top of Holly Bush Hill to link with other footpaths in the area.  It is very pleasing to have received the news 
that the footpath work was due to start on Monday 14

th
 September 2009. 

 I wish to thank, County Councillor Cllr. Derek Robinson, Parish Councillors Bill Herbert and David Gibbon 
for their help and support regarding this matter.  We are, of course, very grateful to the Highways Authority for 
their quick response to providing this much needed footway. 
 
Dog Wardens 
Tendring District Council has this year, for the first time, entered the Dog Warden service into the RSPCAôs 
Community Animal Welfare Footprints (CAWF) Awards under the stray dog services category.  Normally local 
authorities when they enter for the first time need to work their way up through bronze and silver to gold, so 
when the award winners were announced it was a great surprise for TDC to be awarded gold.  The Dog Warden 
service was recognised for its stray dog welfare and the protection for the dog from collection to conclusion; this 
also includes the kennelling both during and out of office hours, as well as the speedy treatment of injured and 
sick dogs. 
 Naturally the Dog Wardens are very pleased to have been recognised for their commitment to their work.  
The service collected between April 2008 and March 2009, 351 stray dogs, and this year from April the end of 
August, 216 stray dogs. 
 
Promenade closure to pedestrians at Holland on Sea for sea defence repairs 
Work has started to strengthen the crumbling sea walls in the area of York Road Holland-on-Sea.  For the 
information of those residents who may visit this area it will mean that the lower promenade is to be closed to 
pedestrians whilst work is in progress; it is hoped the work will be completed over the Christmas Holiday period. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns; I am always very pleased to hear from you. 
 

Lynda  

Cllr. Lynda McWilliams     e-mail:  lynda@boblyn.co.uk 
Tendring District Councillor 
Cabinet Member for Environment   Telephone number 01206 250732 
 
 
 
 

PUMPKIN TARRAGON AND COCONUT SOUP 
 

 Try this unusual autumn soup when the pumpkins are plentiful - the coconut gives it a creamy texture. 
 
  1 Pumpkin peeled, deseeded and chopped 
  1 Carrot, diced 
  1tsp Dried tarragon 
  2pt Vegetable stock 
  2oz Creamed coconut 
  Salt and pepper to taste 
  Freshly chopped chives or tarragon to garnish 
 
 
  Place the pumpkin, carrot and tarragon in a large saucepan.  Cover with stock and bring to boil. 
  Cover and simmer for 30 minutes until vegetables are tender. 
  Allow to cool, blend with hand blender or liquidiser. 
  Add creamed coconut and mix together.  Season to taste. 
  To serve reheat gently and sprinkle with freshly chopped chives or tarragon. 
 
  Serves 4-6 
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  The Path to Happiness  by Lee Power 

SUMMER ends, then, and the descent into the dark 
months of winter begins. Not my favourite time of year.  
The oranges and reds of autumn do have a certain 
charm, but the thought of cold mornings and nights, 
commuting in the dark and the threat of freezing 
temperatures and snow do not fill me with much 
excitement. 
 The 2009 cricket season has flown by and, in 
comparison to my debut year, it has been a roaring 
failure with a meagre 57 runs in seven innings. 
Considering I had set myself twin goals of playing more 
and scoring more, I have come up short on both counts 
(save for a miraculous innings against champions 
Stebbing in our last game of the season on September 
19). 
 But one season ends and another begins and 
there is something to be said for the month of September 
as it heralds the dawn of a new ice hockey campaign.  I 
was first introduced to this great sport as a 13-year-old in 
the late 1980s and was hooked instantly. My cousin took 
me to see the new team in town, the Romford Raiders, 
play against the Peterborough Titans and the match 
ended in an exhilarating 11-11 draw. 
 We returned to the rink every Sunday throughout 
the rest of that winter and, as it turned out, my first game 
turned out to be the only time the Raiders did not win! 
 Suffice to say, following the trials and tribulations 
of my new favourite team became a serious pastime over 
the next few years, as I travelled across the country to 
see them do battle with rival teams, including visits to the 
north east and north west and, even, into Scotland. 
 When I went away to university to study my 
journalism degree, I made sure I had a fellow Raiders fan 
primed to send up programmes and newspaper clippings 
(in the pre-internet early 1990s!) and tried to get to the 
odd game whenever I could. 
 Although I missed seeing the Raiders playing live 
on a regular basis, I had some consolation in that the city 
where I was studying, Nottingham, had a proud ice 
hockey history of its own courtesy of their Panthers, so I 
could still feed my habit from time to time! 
 There are so many aspects to the game that make 
it so attractive, from the speed at which the players 
move, to the hard slapshots they fire goalwards, great 
saves by the goalies, bodychecking and, dare I say it, 
even the odd scuffle which, you can guarantee, will 
always get the crowd out of their seats. Then there are 
the statistics, over which one can spend hours 
contemplating! 
 Iôve witnessed some great sporting drama down 
the years and travelled to Canada, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany and Holland to watch games at varying levels, 
from Pee-Wee (under-13) to World Cup, involving some 
of the best players on the planet. 
 But Iôm surprised that a town as big as Colchester 
does not have an ice rink. I know there is Roller World 
but with a big student population at the university, Iôm 
sure a decent crowd could be attracted to an ice rink for 
games. What would a local ice hockey team here be 
called though? Surely something with a Roman link. I 
know the local American football team are called the 

Gladiators, so maybe, if we do ever 
get a rink, a hockey team could be 
named the Colchester Centurions? 
 Our closest rink, for the time 
being, is Chelmsford, who have two 
senior teams currently playing in the 
lower reaches of the British game. 
 At the top, we have the Elite 
League, where big-city teams like Belfast, Cardiff, 
Coventry, Edinburgh, Hull, Newcastle, Nottingham and 
Sheffield fight it out in front of crowds which can reach up 
to 8,000. 
 Below that is the English Premier League, where 
smaller rinks like Basingstoke, Bracknell, Guildford, 
Manchester, Milton Keynes, Peterborough, my very own 
Romford, Sheffield, Slough and Swindon do battle, with 
audiences ranging from a few hundred to maybe 2,000 
on a very good night. 
 Then there is the two-division National League 
where Chelmsford Chieftains go up against the likes of 
Haringey, Invicta (Medway), Isle of Wight, Oxford, 
Streatham and óreserveô teams from Bracknell, Cardiff, 
Milton Keynes, Peterborough in Division One, while 
another 12 teams, including Bristol, Chelmsford Warriors 
and Lee Valley compete against several more second 
string teams from other rinks. 
 Games are split into three 20-minute periods but, 
with the clock stopped on a regular basis, and the ice 
resurfaced in the two intervals, you can find yourself at 
the rink for a good two-and-a-half hours and generally, 
admission is between £5-£10. 
 So if anybody finds themselves óboredô on a 
Sunday evening over the next few months, why not take 
a trip down to Romford for something a little different. 
The rink is easy to find from the A12, the doors usually 
open at about 4:30pm and play starts at 5:15pm. 
 Itôs a good night out, with the teams brought out on 
to the ice to music, which also helps to create an 
atmosphere during stoppages in play, and no shortage of 
activity once the puck is dropped. 
 But donôt take my word for it, go and have a look 
for yourselves. Hopefully youôll enjoy it as much as me!! 
 

CLOCKS CHANGE 

 

REMEMBER 
 

CLOCKS GO BACK  
ONE HOUR 
 
on 
 
Sunday 2.00am 
25th October 


