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DISCLAIMER  
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We are into the fourth week of September and still we continue to 
have a marvellous spell of weather with the temperature reaching 21° 
on some days.  Gardeners and farmers alike would of course 
appreciate some rain but one wonders if once we get a prolonged wet 
period it will never know when to stop.  Must look out those plans on 
how to build an ark. 
 September was also a noteable month for events in our village.  
Grateful thanks must go to all involved with the Village Show and the 
Flower and Art Festival at St. Maryôs church.  Both involved a huge 
number of volunteers all giving of their time and numerous talents for 
the enjoyment of others.  Well done to all involved in any way.  This is 
part of what makes Great Bentley such a special village.  We have 
included a colour supplement this month with a round up of 
photographs taken on 5th and weekend of 12th/13th September.  We 
also include a list of prize winners from the Show (page 32) and 
answers to the wedding anniversaries quiz (page 11).  Donôt mothball 
the cameras, because on page 7 we have the new categories for the 
photographic section of the 2010 Village Show.  On that note please 
can I appeal for photographs of general views of the village from all 
you happy snappers for front covers (even if we donôt use them 
straight away we keep them on file), and for the 2011 village 
calendar. 
 I am quite often approached by people to inform me of 
problems they have had with minor thefts/nuisance youths, criminal 
damage etc.  I cannot substantiate but I have recently heard from 
various sources that several people have had their cards cloned at 
the Tesco Cashpoint.  Do be careful wherever you are using your 
cards.  Please can I also appeal to EVERYONE to report ANY 
incidents to the police. (Donôt forget to ask for an incident number.)  
This is vital if we are to stamp out crime in our village.  The numbers 
you require are always printed on the inside of the front cover of this 
magazine.  Thank you. 
 This month there are still several events to keep you 
entertained.  The Conservation Group are organising a Countryside 
Day and Farmers Market.  There will be various displays, wildlife to 
meet in the form of Casper the barn owl, crafts to take part in and lots 
to learn.  Please make a note in your diary for Saturday October 3rd.  
Looking ahead we have the first publicity for the Little Bentley 
Waterways and Garden Show in 2010.   
 You will read in both our Parish and District Council Notes that 
work has taken place to extend the footpath at the top of Holly Bush 
Hill.  This project has reached fruition in record breaking time.  I have 
tripped and fallen there in the past in the potholes (no sympathy 
required as I was more interested in looking if the snowdrops in the 
hedgerow were on flower rather than where I was going!).  Special 
thanks I believe are in order here to David Gibbon (who donated a 
strip of land to make this all possible) and to everyone else involved 
in any way at Parish, District and County levels. 
 
Hope you enjoy the Autumn. 
 
Mary Maskell 
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Ambitions 
Davidôs Deliberations 
 
An elderly gentleman whilst talking about ambitions remarked that his - was óto ride his bike every dayô.  At 91 
years old I think that was simply great, but I would add to that, his ambition should also be to stay on it safely. 
 
A friend of mine remarked that it was an ambition to walk the óCoast to Coast walkô.   I hadnôt seen it like that 
but I suppose it was in a way mine to do just that from a few years ago. 
 
We all have different ambitions from time to time in our lives. Some we reach others fall by the wayside. Our 
way of life can change the ambition we may have had when we were young. I always wanted to play for Luton 
Town Football club but never realised my ambition. Some say it is never too late, (I think it may be for that 
one). 
But to realise my ambition to walk the óCoast to Coast came true in July/August this year. We did it.  (Let me in 
a sentence or two tell you a snapshot of the walk) 
 
It was a wonderful experience, with beautiful and dramatic scenery. The weather was not too hot, in fact it was 
very wet and windy, but with a little sunshine on some days. We met some fabulous people from all over the 
world, including two from Ipswich. 
 
The B & Bôs were comfortable and some very interesting. We saw lots of sheep, cows, horses etc. Our feet did 
not suffer from blisters, and we completed 192miles in 14 days. 
 
We have raised so far £2500 up to the end of August for the children of Dagoretti Kenya. We would like to say 
thank you to all those who supported us in their generosity and prayer. 
 
If you would like to hear more about the walk and the children of Dagoretti come to Great Bentley Methodist 
Church on Monday 2

nd
 November at 6.30pm where I will be giving a talk with slides. No tickets or cost just 

come along. 
 
Pastor David 

 
 
 

 
 MOTHERSô UNION 

 
We look forward to our annual Deanery Quiet Time in Church on 1st October, led by Bernard to which 
everyone is invited.  Coffee from 10am, Quiet Time, Lunch (bringing your own) - drinks provided.  
Afternoon session finishing with a service of Holy Communion, home time approximately 2pm.  A 
donation of £2.00 per person would be welcome to cover expenses - tea and coffee will be available all 
day. 
 
There will be a Deanery Committee Meeting at the home of Janet Dunn in Thorpe at 10.00am on 
Thursday 15th October.  If you are interested I would be pleased to give you a lift. 
 
On Wednesday 21st October prayers will be offered for dioceses in Canada, Ireland and Nigeria.  
Members overseas really appreciate our prayers as I am sure we do theirs.  This is one of the joys of 
being part of the Mothersô Union worldwide fellowship. 
 
Love and Best wishes 
 



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT 

BENTLEY DURING OCTOBER 2009  
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SEEKERS - Every Monday 3.30pm 

BELLRINGING PRACTICE - Every Monday - 7.30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.15pm 

 GREAT BENTLEY  

METHODIST 

CHURCH NEWS 

Thur. 1
st
 10.30am MU Quiet Day 

   
SUN. 4

th
 17

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday  
    School  
 
Wed. 7

th
   10.00am Holy Communion 

  2.15pm Bentley Bears 
 
SUN. 11

th
   18

TH
 SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30pm All Age Sung Eucharist 
 
Tue 13

th
 7.30pm Standing Ctte in the Vicarage 

Wed. 14
th
     10.00am Morning Prayer 

 
SUN 18

th
    ST LUKE   

  8.00am  Holy Communion by extension 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist by extension  
  6.30pm Deanery Celebration at Walton 
 
Wed. 21

st
    10.00am Morning Prayer  

 
SUN 25

th
  BIBLE SUNDAY  (CLOCKS GO BACK ONE 

     HOUR) 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Word and Worship Service for all 
    the Church Family. 
 
Mon 26

th
  3.30pm No Seekers at Half Term 

  7.30pm Deanery Synod, Baker Hall,  
    Kirby  Cross 
 
WED 28

th
  ST SIMON & ST JUDE  

  10.00am Holy Communion 
 

 

We welcome you to worship with us during October. 
Morning worship will be held at 11.00 a.m. 
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
October 4

th
   Rev Ray King - Church Anniversary  

October 11
th

   Robert Taylor 
October 18

th
   Pastor David Bavister 

October 25
th

    Fellowship 

Events in October 
Church Anniversary & Lunch Morning Service led by Rev 
Ray King, followed by a Lunch to which everyone is invited. 
 Please book for lunch with the Stewards 

Autumn Fayre 7
th

 November 10am to 12 noon 

September Coffee Morning.  
Many thanks to all who helped to raise £150 for the work of 
Beacon House among the homeless in Colchester. This 
monthôs Coffee Morning is on Friday 2

nd
  October 10am to 

12 noon Cakes, books, raffle etc. The money will go to  
Church funds. 

Cameo Monday 5
th
 October Tearfund 6.30pm. This is an 

informal evening where you can meet with friends and have 
a good meal. Ring 250087 if you need a lift. 

Adventurers Club Fridays  7pm to 8.30pm, Subs £1.50. 
Children from year 3 upwards are welcome. Please ring  
250087 for more information and to register your child. 

Luncheon Club 13
th
 & 27

th
 October 

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club 
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see if 
you enjoy the meal and company before you commit 
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged to  
help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 

Parents and Toddlers at the Methodist Church On the 
14

th
 November we shall be 10 years old. There will be an 

Open Day at Church to celebrate. Everyone will be 
welcome, especially those who are or have been members 
of the Parent and Toddler group. The Church will be open 
on the 14

th
 November from 10am ï 4pm for people to drop 

in, have some birthday cake and catch up with the leaders  
and friends 

Each week the following events are held at our Church  

Ring these numbers for more information 

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in  
         school year 3 and older.  
We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate 
Thursdays. Leader Sue Warder 250713. 



ST MARYõS CHURCH 

ROTAS FOR  

OCTOBER  2009  
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
FARMERSô MARKET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  THURSDAY 29th October 
9am - 12 noon 

 
Brightlingsea  

CommunityCentre 

SIDESPERSONSôS ROTA 
 

Sunday 4th October - Trinity 17 

Sidespersons - Jennie & John Moss 
Intercessions - Wendy King 
 

Sunday 11th October - Trinity 18 

Sidespersons Maria & Jessica Pagram 
    

Sunday 18th October - St Luke the Evangelist 

Sidespersons Pat & Peter Nunn 
Intercessions Jackie Thimbleby 
 

Sunday 25th October - Bible Sunday 

Sidespersons Jean & Philip Smith 
 
 
  

CLEANING ROTA 

3rd Chris Aplin & Carol Kerridge 

10th John & Jennie Moss 

17th Maria Pagram 

24th Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden 

31st Edna Black 

 

COFFEE ROTA  

  4th Dennis & Sybil Curry 

  11th Myrtle Clayton 

  18th Jackie & David Thimbleby 

  25th Bev Adams 

 

FUNERAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 16th September 
   

Joan Margery Smith 
 

YOUTH CLUB 
 
 

The Youth Club opened their doors to 35 children on 
Thursday 10th September - we were offering a 
óTasterô session for new members wishing to go on 
our waiting list.  Everyone enjoyed the evening to the 
full - the Karaoke machine was used (loudly) for 2 
solid hours!  Children enjoyed our soft ball area, the 
pool table, table tennis, table football, board games 
and most of all the Chocolate Fountain!!!   
 
Children between the ages of 11 and 16 are welcome 
to our Youth Club which runs every fortnight on a 
Thursday at the Methodist Hall - it is especially good 
for children to socialise in a controlled and safe 
environment. 
 
Any new families who have moved into the village 
would greatly benefit by making new friends and could 
learn more about our village and the people in it.  
 
If you would like to know more, please contact Susan 
on 250713. 
 
Our sessions for October are 8th and 22nd and we 
look forward to seeing you. 
 
Please note - members on our waiting list will be 
contacted accordingly when vacancies appear. 
 
Susan Warder 
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SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS COFFEE MORNING 
 

We should like to say a huge thank you to the kind 
folk who came and supported us on the 12th 
September in the Village Hall.  You helped to raise a 
total of £300 plus your generous gifts of items to fill 
shoe boxes to send out to our boys and girls in 
Afghanistan.  These we are sure will brighten their 
day and lift their spirits to know that many of us are 
thinking of them. 
 We would also like to extend our very grateful 
appreciation to those who worked so hard to help us 
on the day.  Namely Jean and John, Gail, Norah, 
Eileen, Michelle and Barbara.  A special thank you 
also to Julie and Ray in our Post Office and to Great 
Bentley Tesco Express for their kind donations and to 
those folk who gave cash donations both before and 
on the day. 
 At this time it is too soon to say how many 
shoe boxes we can fill or exactly how the money 
raised will be shared out.  We will further update you 
in the next issue of the Parish News.  So watch this 
space! 
` Our sincere thanks once again  
Judy and Alan Bishop 
 
Bedding for rescued pets has continued to be 
dropped off at the house during the Summer months 
and a healthy stock has built up ready for further 
rounds of deliveries to the various rescue centres that 
we help.  As Autumn turns to the colder, shorter days 
of Winter the warm bedding that has been donated 
by so many kind folk in and around the village will be 
all the more important and very welcome by those 
pets who await the luxury of their own home.  Items 
such as old blankets, throws, covers, curtains, 
sleeping bags, sheets and towels are all very useful, 
but no duvets, cushions or pillows as these items are 
not used at the rescue centres.  Several kind ladies 
have been clanking away with their knitting needles 
to produce the most wonderfully colourful cat 
blankets for the older less able felines who in most 
cases have found their final home at a rescue centre.  
We are very grateful too for the many donations of 
pet food which has been brought to us, some 
because a choosey pet no longer likes what has 
been bought for them.  However some come to us 
because of the loss of a loved family pet.  A kind 
gesture at such a sad and difficult time.  We will 
continue our work to help as many centres as we can 
and for all your help and kindness we thank you very 
much. 
Alan and Judy Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, Tel: 251702 
 
 
I would like to say a very big thank you for the 
kindness to Luke and I during my recent illness, for 
the beautiful flowers, cards and phone calls. 
Pat Berriman 
 

Many thanks to my family, and all my friends and well-
wishers for the cards and gifts received on my 80th 
birthday.  I was overwhelmed by such kindness. 
Joyce Butler 
 
 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
Once again we had a wonderful stand at the Show 
with all sorts of local interest. 
 ñBentley on the Moveò proved a winner.  Many 
thanks to all the society members who researched this 
project.  They did a great job. 
 Thanks too to all the non-members who lent 
photos and memorabilia and filled in some of the gaps 
with their memories. 
 Harryôs beautifully restored 1932 Standard 8 
and Bevôs wonderful gleaming Aston Martin set off the 
display to perfection.  We are very grateful for their 
generous loans. 
 Altogether a marvellous joint effort and a very 
successful afternoon. 

 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

JON TYLER 
 

on 20th October 
 

All our love and  
best wishes always 

 
June, Aaron, Brandon & Ellie 

X X X X 
 
 

              Happy 6th Birthday 
                         to our Princess 

 

ELLIE TYLER  
 on 

  27th October 
 

Have a great day and Party 
 

Love, hugs and kisses 
Mummy, Daddy, Aaron & Brandon 

 
X X X X 

 



MOBILE POLICE UNIT 
 

Tuesday 13th October 
Tuesday 27th October 

 
9.30am - 10.30am 

Outside the Plough Inn 
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CRAFT AND TABLE TOP SALE 
 

Plus Face Painting 
 

Village Hall 
 

17th October 
 

2.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Tables £10 
 

Call Lara 250142 
 

Fund raising for Gary Sargent who is going 
with Habitat and Humanity to South Africa to 

build a house for underprivileged children 

THE GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 
 
ñA good time was had by allò sing it out loud and clear it 
was aògood time showò.The weather was kind; thanks to  
Julie Reinger who surely should be promoted to the 
BBC National network, then perhaps we could have test 
matches without rain and sunshine all over the country! 
 The show is a team effort, a sum of the parts, but  
Hon.secretary, Jackie Plummer and our indefatigable 
Chairman, Derek Burdett deserve a special mention 
because being at the sharp end of the operation can be, 
at best, a little trying....... 
 Numerous visitors went out of their way to praise 
the  many facets of the show. They loved the Dog 
Show, the  magnificent displays in the Marquee, the 
dancers, the varied selection of stalls, the  many 
interesting exhibits and the refreshments provided by 
the Guides and Scouts. The new more spacious layout 
was liked and the relaxed feel of the whole show 
perhaps personified a real English village show. 
 This year the raffle, always good, excelled, it was 
tremendous.  A  very special thank you must go out to 
the many local traders and business folk who were so 
generous in providing the splendid prizes. 
 So thatôs it.....now itôs put your feet up ótil next 
year. No chance.....there is the ñinquestò committee 
meeting this month, the Annual General Meeting in 
November and then off we go again for the 2010 Show. 
The committee would welcome 
with open arms some new younger  
members. Half a dozen meetings 
and the show weekend  is the 
basic commitment, the  rest would 
be down to you.  Talk to any of the 
present committee if you are 
in teres ted or  need  m ore 
information. 
 
Ben Harris. (Hon.Press Officer) 

 
 
 

Welcome to Great Bentley  
to Jenny and Billy, 15 Cedar Way 

and 
Mr and Mrs Clarke and family 

at 21 Plough Road 
 
 

We say goodbye and best wishes to 
the Blackman family who are moving to 
Thorpe-le-Soken and we welcome new 

residents to 1 Elm Close 


