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METHODIST LAY WORKER: 
David Bavister, 2 Richmond Drive, Clacton-on-Sea   
01255 427874 

DOCTOR’S SURGERY: 
Drs Cavenagh, Hunt, Letton & Bhatti,  
The Hollies, The Green - 250691 

FOOT HEALTH  PROFESSIONAL: 
Mrs D. McMillan, “Pendee”, Weeley Road, Aingers Green 
Home visits - 251773 

POLICE: 
Clacton 01255 221312 
PCSO Sally Boyden  07798 602268 or Weeley 01255 862843 
PC. Hughes  07967 466876 
 24 hour Non emergency number 0300 333 4444 

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Chairman - Jonathan Hills,  
Grange Farm, Heckfords  Rd, CO78RR - 798666 

Clerk to the Council - Karen Paradise 
Correspondence to:  The Clerk, Community Resource Centre,  
Village Hall, Plough Road, Great Bentley, CO7 8LD 
Telephone - 256410 

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR: 
Lynda McWilliams, Boblyn, St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green -  
01206 250732 

TENDRING RURAL WEST:  
Derek Robinson, Brentor, Brightlingsea Road,  
Thorrington, CO7 8JH  - 01206 250557 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Paul Manwaring - 250966 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT: 
Dreena Williamson - 250679 or if unavailable 
Deputy:  Anne Griffiths - 251605 (evenings & weekends only)  
or Dennis Curry - 251717 

MEDICAL AIDS: 
Sylvia Adams 250160  
Deputy - Paul Manwaring, 250966 

TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME:  
Rocket House,  Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton: 
01255 476068 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS: 
Shelley Pizzey, 5 Keeble Court - 252385 

VILLAGE HALL DAYTIME KEYHOLDER: 
Sharon Smith 0787 6755365 

VILLAGE HALL NUMBER - 251603 

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS: 
Robert & Janet Taylor, Dominica, Moors Close - 250087 

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL:  - 250331 

COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL:  - 303511 

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER: 
Heather Taylor,  Granville, Plough Road - 251004 

COLCHESTER HOSPITALS:  01206 747474 

CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717 

FOOTPATH REP: David Gollifer 250309 

VILLAGE CARETAKER: David Tyler - 251095 

DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE: 
Judy & Alan Bishop - 23 Cedar Way, 251702 

CATS CRADLE:  Beryl Gilbert - 250995 

VILLAGE TRANSPORT REP:  Peter Harry - 250511 
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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the Editor 
take responsibility for the information given or views expressed in the Great 
Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any culpability accepted in work undertaken by 
advertisers. 
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EDITORIAL 

 
 
 

Our athletes have been amazing in Beijing and we have every reason   to be 
proud.  We are always so quick to criticise and condemn, often finding it hard 
to find anything that’s good about our country.  Should we be looking forward 
to 2012 and arranging a special event in our own village to mark the opening 
ceremony of the London Olympics?  We haven’t had a major village get 
together for some time now and it would be a wonderful excuse.   
 
For the last few months we have had a fantastic amount of text and in fact 
have had to omit certain articles. (Please note we do prefer to only advertise 
events for just two consecutive months as there is the danger that people just 
switch off and ignore things that become too repetitive).  We include more 
correspondence regarding the lack of pride in Great Bentley and its environs.  
Surely we should be keeping it clean and tidy all of the time and not just for a 
competition?  What is the solution to this ongoing problem?  Last month lack 
of space prevented us from publicising the Essex County Council’s 
“EssexWorks” pledges for 2008/2009 to plant an additional 250,000 trees in 
the county.  This is being supported by the RCCE.  You will hopefully have 
read about this now in Issue 4 of EssexWorks.  If only we had a large area 
that could become a nature reserve with space to plant lots of  trees.  
 
At one of the meetings I attend in Brightlingsea we always have a Blue Sky 
Moment on the agenda.  It’s great to be able to think big and dream!  My 
dream for the village has always been to provide sheltered accommodation so 
that older people would be able to remain in Great Bentley even when they 
needed that extra bit of help to remain independent.  My perfect location to 
make this dream come true would have been in the area around the coal yard/
The Cut.  What would your dream for the village be, I wonder and should we 
be planning for this type of development? 
 
Lots to look forward to in Great Bentley.  Many of you will receive this 
magazine in time to remind you (as if you needed it) about the Village Show.  I 
do hope that it is a bumper year for entries.  The following weekend it is St. 
Mary’s Church Flower and Art Festival and when you get to the back cover 
you will notice that the diary has had to go into small print to accommodate all 
the events taking place in September.  Let’s hope we get an Indian Summer 
before Autumn takes hold.  The farmers need some decent dry weather to 
complete the harvest and we need some warm sunshine to set us up before  
the inclement weather arrives.  Already the swifts have left us and I am 
savouring the sights and sounds of swallows and house martins as they feed  
on the wing, before setting off on their epic journeys back to Africa. 
 
We are so fortunate to have a brand new shop in the village and welcome 
Stobbs Food Hall with its vast array of meat, cheeses, bread etc.  A rarity in 
this day and age to lose a village shop and have it replaced.  Reading back 
through these notes there are several queries regarding the future of our 
village.  Many villagers feel we should have some long term plans and 
aspirations.  What are your views on this, I wonder?  Hope the letters page is 
full next month!! 
 
Mary Maskell 
 

FRONT COVER 

 
COMBINE 

HARVESTER  
AT WORK  
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Dear Friends, 
 
There’s so much to tell you about in the coming weeks that I’m going to write this letter under headlines to save 
confusion. 
 
COME AND BE GREEN ON THE GREEN –  SUNDAY 31 ST AUGUST 
The churches in the area will be getting together in the Marquee on The Green in Great Bentley for a shared 
ecumenical service at 10.30am on Sunday 31st August. This has been growing into a valued annual feature of 
our community life and we are very grateful once again to the Great Bentley Show Committee for their kindness. 
The theme will be “CARING FOR CREATION” so we do hope that you will come and be green on The Green 
with us that morning. 

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS – SATURDAY 6 TH & SUNDAY 7 TH 
St Mary’s Church, Great Bentley, celebrates it’s annual Patronal Festival the following weekend with a Flower 
Festival and Art Exhibition on Saturday 6th and  Sunday 7th September.   This will be yet another lovely way to 
celebrate creation so we do hope that you will come and enjoy it with us.   
 
“ESSENCE”  –  10.30am to 12.00noon  on SATURDAY 4 TH OCTOBER 
At last there is a spiritual introduction to spiritual things! It’s called “Essence”. Instead of lecturing us, it begins 
with our sense that there’s more to life than mere existence. It starts where we are and shows respect for all our 
spiritual journeys. It’s fun. It’s intuitive. It’s creative. It’s profound. It’s for all ages. So this is a warm welcome to 
come and share in “Essence” with us on six Saturday mornings from 10.30am to 12 noon, starting on Saturday 
4th October. We shall meet in the Vestry Room of St Mary’s, Great Bentley. 
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL – SUNDAY 28 TH SEPTEMBER 
Our lives are so crowded these days that’s it’s terribly easy to find that we have drifted away from worshipping at 
our local church without intending to. We can then feel a bit awkward about returning. So the Church of England 
has come up with “Back to Church Sunday”, when everybody can be sure of a warm welcome in their Parish 
Church. Once again we are combining this with our Harvest Festival Weekend, when lots of people will be 
coming along anyway to enjoy all the harvest decorations and to sing all those lovely harvest songs and hymns. 
So this is a warm invitation to each and every one of you to come on and celebrate the Harvest with us. 
 
 Yours sincerely, 
  Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar)  

MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

On Thursday 4th September, Mrs Di Bubb will be our speaker - she is in close contact with our friends in 
Myanmar (Burma) and will bring us up to date news.  I have recently received a letter from Isreala, our 
M.U. worker in Toungoo together with some photographs.  Everyone will be most welcome - 1.45pm in 
the Vestry Room. 
 Prayers for our linked dioceses, together with those in the Wave of Prayer for 17th September will 
be offered on that day at the 10am service of Holy Communion.   
 We have Thursday 2nd October booked for an outing to Long Melford (petrol costs to be shared).  
Please let me know if you would like to go.  Another date to be noted is Monday 6th October when 
Diocesan Council will meet in Chelmsford Cathedral from 10am (coffee).  A good time to catch up on 
news and future plans plus a service of Holy Communion to end the morning session.  Further plans for 
the afternoon until 3.00pm.  All members are invited. 
 I’m looking forward to seeing everyone after the Summer break. 
 
Myrtle Clayton - 250725  
 
P.S. Our Deanery Chaplain, Rev’d Hilary le Sèvre is leaving Brightlingsea and becoming 
Team Vicar at Greenstead.  Her last service is on 21st September.  It will mean great 
changes for her and her family.  Please pray for them. 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH 
SEEKERS  -  Every Monday, 3.30pm 
 
BELL RINGING PRACTICE -  Every Monday - 7.30pm 
CHOIR PRACTICE  -  Every Thursday 7.30pm 

 

  

 
  

 
 
GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

  
 
  

   

 
  

 
 
GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

Mon. 1st 7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at   
    Windsor, Clacton Road   
Wed. 3rd  10.00am Holy Communion 
   2.15pm Bentley Bears 
Thur. 4th 1.45pm MU in the Vestry Room 

SAT. 6TH FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXHIBITION  
 OPENS 
 
SUN. 7TH THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 
FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXHIBITION CONTINUES 
Mon. 8th  3.30pm The Seekers New Term begins 
Tue 9th 7.30pm “The Gospel According to John  
    Lewis” in Chelmsford Cathedral 
Wed. 10th   10.00am Holy Communion 
Thur 11th   8.00pm P.C.C. Meeting in the Vestry Room 
Sat 13th  10.00 - 6.00pm Friends of Essex Churches  
     Cycle Ride 
 
SUN. 14TH     17TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist 
Wed. 17th   10.00am Holy Communion 
 
SUN. 21ST    ST MATTHEW  
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 
  2.30pm Public Baptism 
Tue 23rd 7.30pm Deanery Synod at Thorpe-le-Soken 
Wed. 24th   10.00am Holy Communion   
  7.30pm Deanery Synod at Kirby-le-Soken 
Sat 27th  9.30am–3.30pm  All Age Worship Day at St  
     Andrew’s, Marks Tey 
 
SUN 28TH  HARVEST FESTIVAL 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Harvest Festival Service 
Lunchtime Bring & Share Harvest Lunch in the Vestry  
  Room 
 
 
   

We welcome you to worship with us during September.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 11.00 a.m.  
 
Please note the new time 

The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
September 7 th   Rev Ray Thompson Sacrament  

September 14 th  Robert Taylor 

September 21st Pastor David Bavister - Harvest 

September 28 th  Pastor David Bavister 
 
Cameo - 1st September  

“Outing” please ring 250087 or 250431 for details. 

Coffee Morning - Friday 5th September 10am - 12 noon 

Harvest Festival Lunch 
after morning service 21st September. 
See Stewards for tickets. 
 

 

����������	�
�
��	������
��� �

�
����	��	���������

��		�������� �
�

�������
���������
�	������������������	�

�

�����		���	����
���������

��������������
�������������������������		������� �

�



COFFEE ROTA 

7th Flower Festival & Art Exhibition  (NO COFFEE) 

14th Pat & Luke Berriman 

21st Philip & Jean Smith 

28th Dennis & Jean Jones 

 

CLEANING ROTA  

6th Wendy Smith/Karen Williams 

13th Pat & Peter Nunn 

   20th Linda Hayes 

   27th Chris Aplin 

 

WEDDINGS 
 

27th September   

Lee John Olson & Keeley Louise Lawler 
  

BAPTISMS 
31st August  Alexander Cutter 
21st September  Oliver Russell Miles Noonan 
 

FUNERALS  
24th July   Brian David Harding 
25th July   Alison Selinus (née Baker) 
25th July   Eileen Sarah Button 
5th August   Jessica Ann Spencer-Cornwall  
12th August  Joan Dorothy Baker 
   

DEATHS 
9th August - Maurice Alan Calcutt known by all as Mac 
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BRIGHTLINGSEA 
FARMERS MARKET 

 

Thursday 25th September 

9am - 12 noon 

Brightlingsea  
Community Centre  
Lower Park Road 

Sunday 7th September - Patronal Festival  
 
Sidespersons - Jean & Dennis Jones 
 
Sunday 14th September - Trinity 17 

Sidespersons - Jean & Philip Smith 
 
Sunday 21st September - St Matthew 

Sidespersons - Ben & Hilary Harris 
Intercessions - Myrtle Clayton 
 
Sunday 28th September - Harvest Festival 

Sidespersons - Nick & Linda Hayes 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE 
SUPPORTING CHURCHES IN ESSEX  

AND EAST LONDON 
SATURDAY 13 TH SEPTEMBER 

 
 
On Saturday 13th of September it is the annual 
Friends of Essex Churches sponsored ride and 
stride. On this day almost all of the Churches in 
Essex will be open. The nice thing about this 
sponsored event is that you can do as little or as 
much as you want. You plan your own route either 
on foot or bicycle to include as many Churches as 
you wish. When you stop at each Church the people 
there will sign your sponsor form to prove you have 
visited. You are sponsored on the amount of 
Churches visited. Half of the amount raised goes to 
a church of your choice and the other goes to the 
Friends of Essex Churches who give grants to 
historic churches and chapels of all Christian 
denominations towards repair and restoration costs. 
They have recently given St Mary’s Church a 
substantial grant to help with the restoration of the 
church tower, so now is the time to help fill up the 
pot! You can either make a day of it and take a 
picnic or stop at a country pub along the way or just 
have a short walk around Brightlingsea and notch up 
all the churches there! Most churches provide 
refreshments and a few biscuits which is usually a 
good incentive for the children to keep pedalling. If 
you are unable to take part, but are free for an hour 
that day to be in our church at St Mary’s and 
welcome  cyclists with a drink and friendly smile I 
would be very grateful to hear from you, as I hope to 
have the Church manned from 10am until  6pm. 
 
Sponsor forms and further information are available 
from Nicky Justice 07941 357122. 
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Margaret, the lady in charge at the Colne Valley 
Animal Rescue has asked me to extend her thanks to 
those who have donated items suitable for animal 
bedding.  Currently she is somewhat disabled due to 
a painfully swollen knee but with great determination 
and a happy heart she continues her task of meeting 
the daily needs of the many homeless cats and dogs 
at the centre.  Margaret does have some help but is 
always on hand to ensure that the work is carried out 
to her most exacting standards.  On our most recent 
visit Judy and I took along a good supply of rabbit 
food with our delivery of bedding and as always were 
treated to a warm welcome from the dozens of hens 
that Margaret has rescued from battery farms plus 
lots of inquisitive cats and waggy tailed dogs bustling 
to see if this new arrival brings something for them, it 
usually does! 
 Old blankets, throws, towels, 
sheets, covers and curtains are all most 
suitable but not duvets, pillows or 
cushions.  We will have made further 
deliveries to other rescues by the time 
this note is published so for your 
continued support and kindness we 
thank you very much. 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702 

*   *   * 

BRIAN HARDING 
 
Pat, Faye, Kate and Jamie would like to thank 
everybody for their kind support at this sad time.  
Also for the many contributions given to the two 
charities on Brian’s behalf.  £742 has been raised so 
far. 
 A big thank you goes out to Chris Wright for 
the wonderful speech he gave, and for being there 
with words of comfort. 
 Brian’s popularity was evident on the day, as 
so many wonderful people attended his funeral. 
 Thank you all once again. 
Pat & Family 
 

*   *   * 
 
Barbara and Roz wish to thank all who have been 
making enquiries with regard to their mother Joan 
Fookes.  After several weeks in hospital she is now in 
Milton Lodge Nursing Home, Ipswich Road, 
Colchester.  Roz lives a few hundred yards away and 
Barbara can get there by train and bus which stops 
outside. 
 Joan would love to see any of her friends or 
receive a note or letter in the post. 

THANK YOU 
 

In his tractor he goes round 
Making a quiet mowing sound. 

Ever lengthening circumferences 
Untidy grass he quickly dispenses 

So as to make our Green look smart 
That’s the secret of his art. 
Ah, now in horizontal rows 

Up and down, there he goes. 
Each summer all 43 acres is mown 

By that Great Bentley chap 
Who is, quite well known 

Now a round of claps. 

D. Gibbs 

*   *   * 

Jim & Gloria Motley 

We are celebrating our 50th Wedding Anniversary 
on the 20th September.  We have lived in Great 
Bentley for 34 years and to add to our happiness we 
have our son Barry, daughter and son in law Jill and 
Roger and six lovely grandchildren, James, Sam, 
Holly, Hayley, Lucy and Jack.  Our only wish now is 
for many more happy years to come. 
Jim and Gloria Motley 

*   *   * 

Barry and Jill Motley would like to wish our Mum and 
Dad a very happy 50th Wedding Anniversary.  Thank 
you for always being there for us and being great 
parents.  We love you.  Wishing you many more 
happy years.  X 
 

 
Holly, Hayley, Jack, James, Sam and Lucy would 
like to wish Nan and Grandad a happy 50th 
Anniversary and many more happy years.  X 

 

 
Once again I am inviting you to 
join Colin and myself to enjoy 
coffee and a chat at the 
MacMillan World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning in the village hall 
on Friday 26th September,  
10 am - 12 noon. 
 And once again I am very 
grateful to the Clacton-on-Sea 
Lions Club for sponsoring this 
event and for all the help and 
support they give me.  All the 
money raised at this event will 
be donated to help those 

suffering with cancer and also vital help and support 
for the families. 
 We raised £450 last year, so hoping to see 
you at this worthwhile cause. 
 
Maureen Johnson 
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GREAT BENTLEY  
YOUTH CLUB  

 
A really big thank you to all that joined us on the 10th 
July for our final Youth Club evening before the 
summer break. 
 
It was so lovely to see so many new faces all having 
a great time.  As promised, your names will be kept 
on the ‘waiting’ list and I will contact you when 
places become available. 
 
The next Youth Club evening at the Methodist Hall 
will be on Thursday 11th September starting at 7pm 
until 9pm. 
 
Please make a note of the following dates leading up 
to Christmas in your diary: 
 
25th September: 9th October: 23rd October:  
6th November: 20th November 4th December and 
18th December 
 
On behalf of the Youth Club Committee, we hope  
everyone had a very happy summer holiday and look 
forward to seeing you on the 11th. 
 
Please feel free to contact me 
on 01206 250713 if you have 
any queries. 
 
Sue Warder 
Committee Member 

APPEAL FOR INFORMATION 
OF THE WELLS FAMILY TREE 

 
We were lucky enough to go to New Zealand in 
January this year to visit friends and attend their 
wedding.  The Aunt of the bride had come over from 
Australia, and was very excited to discover that we 
came from Great Bentley.  She has been tracing her 
husband’s family tree and had discovered he had 
ancestors that came from our village.  I told Val that I 
would see if I could find out any information for her 
or put her in touch with a local historian who had 
knowledge of the family. 
 
Parents: 
Richard and Eliza Wells (nee Bullock) 
 
and their children: 
Edwin b. 1843:  Sarah b. 1846 
Mary b. 1847:  William b. 1850/1851 
Francis b. 1853:  Elizabeth b. 1856 
John:  Ann:  Hubert 
 
The Wells in Great Bentley could have been Edwin, 
William or Francis as one of the daughters married a 
Merriman, another married a Gardener and the third 
daughter unknown married name (if married) - it 
would have been in the 1870’s or 1880’s onwards.  
Val has accounted for the first 6 children up to 1861 
living in Huntley and has lost them after that.  In her 
search over the last year, she found Great Bentley 
turn up in connection to the Wells family but doesn’t 
know how. 
 
If anyone can assist please let me know and I will 
put you in touch with Val. 
 
Vanessa Clark   vanessa.clark@investec.co.uk 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL  
& ART EXHIBITION  

 
On the 6th and 7th September St Mary’s Church will be running their annual Flower 
Festival and Art Exhibition.   
 
The flower arrangements are provided by many of the local organisations and this year the 

theme is Inventors and Inventions.  There will be a free competition to guess which inventor/invention the 
display represents. 
 
The Art Exhibition will display up to 200 paintings by local artists, most of which will be on sale.  The 
Church takes a commission but the bulk of the sales money goes to the artists to help cover their costs. 
 
There will be a large raffle, and other stalls, and tea, coffee and light refreshments will be 
served throughout the day and we will also be serving lunches on both Saturday and 
Sunday. 
 
We do hope you can come and join us for an hour or two so don’t forget to put the dates 
in your diary - Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th September (10am start on Saturday and 
11.00am start on Sunday). 
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NOTES ON A STRANGE ENVIRONMENT 
Continued from last month. 

 
TELEPHONE Mobiles are banned (good news, though not worth a visit just for that) but plug-in telephone is available.  (So take 
plenty of change for other people’s use).  These are useful for putting on a bet, if the porters are too busy to do it for you. 
 Do not allow these telephones to remain plugged in near your bed at night.  If you do, you will be awakened at two o’clock 
in the morning by a demented Latvian au pair hysterically shouting “Pliss, I mosst spik wit Trevor, urrrgent” over and over again, 
interspersed with what sounds like static. Trevor will certainly be in another ward, and very probably another hospital, and it can 
easily take half the night to get the thing sorted.  The other half, you lie awake wondering what Trevor has done to her. 
 
WHEELCHAIRS Except for beds, these are more or less the only methods of transport, except for visits to the farthest flung 
clinics, when you will be expected to walk.  Propulsion is by porter (‘rapido’) or nurse (‘discourse’).  Try to select a reasonably tall 
nurse if you can.  Small nurses lack adequate forward vision over the patient and the orthopaedic section gets a regular supply of 
work from ‘in house’ collisions. 
 
AUTHORS NOTE: 
This research is dedicated to the staff of Addenbrookes Hospital, who not only provided the data on which my 
observations are based, but by keeping me alive, enabled me to write them up.  Nothing in the above diminishes 
my affection and respect for this very special group of people, whose skill, charm and kindness I will not easily 
forget, and to whom I and (I hope) my family are deeply and humbly grateful. 
 
Charles Flaxman 

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS 
NORTH EAST ESSEX THEATRE GUILD NOMINATIONS  

 
The group is pleased to have received nominations this year for its two productions “Robin Hood” and Don’t Misunder-
stand Me”. 
 
Robin Hood  
The Adjudicators Award: Ben Adams for stepping in at the last minute and giving an excellent performance. 
(This was on the Friday evening of the production when Richard Upston, whose part Ben played, was unable to reach 
us due to a fire which closed the A12 for several hours) 
Best Young Actor: Joseph Bodily as Munch:  Best Young Actress: Holly Watson and Brooke Wingrove as Ping and 
Pong 
 
Don’t Misunderstand Me  
Set Design and Construction:   Lyndon Trophy for Technical Achievement:  Lighting 
Cliff Hudson Award for Comedy:  Ensemble playing by the cast. 
 
Well done to all those members involved and Good Luck for the awards evening on the 12th September. 
 

A reminder for the  PANTOMIME “Snow White” 
Read Through   
Monday 1 st September 2008 - starting at 7.30 pm in St Mary’s Church Vestry  
The read through is to encourage as many adults and children from all age groups to come along and meet the group 
members and decide if they would like to take part, whether it is to act, sing or dance on stage, or give a general help-
ing hand back stage. 
Auditions: Monday 8 th September 2008 - starting at 7.30 pm in St Mary’s Church Vestry 
Please come along and join us; I can assure you we always have a lot of fun. We look forward to meeting you. 
 

 
 
Lynda McWilliams 
Chairman on behalf of Bentley Green Players 
Tel No 01206 250732 e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk  

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE  
The group is in need of a keyboard player for the Pantomime 

If you could help the group with this prestigious role we would be very pleased to hear from you. 
 

Please contact Lynda McWilliams for a chat and for any information you may require 
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 Peter’s  
Potterings 

BENTLEY IN BLOOM 
 
We have had many comments this year saying how nice 
the hanging baskets and displays have been.  They have 
however taken a bit of a bashing from the high winds and 
heavy rain during August, but hopefully they will last until 
the end of September.  We would like to thank all those 
who sponsored hanging baskets in 2008. 
 
Great Bentley Village Hall Committee (2) 
Great Bentley Methodist Church (2) 
Thomas Ellis Engineering (2) 
Mr & Mrs Hooper (2) 
Railway Partnership 
Special Edition Ltd 
EMS Engineering Ltd 
Eastern Counties Home Improvements Ltd 
Wright Ruffell Ltd 
Aimes Accountants Great Bentley 
Wright Ruffell (Sturricks) Ltd 
Hunt Cranes & Plant 
A. Smith (Great Bentley) Ltd 
Great Bentley Surgery 
Great Bentley Post Office 
Great Bentley Tuesday Bowls Club 
Great Bentley Art Club 
Great Bentley Garden Club 
Great Bentley Womens’ Institute 
Bentley Green Players 
The Linen Shop 
Mrs Matthams 
A Village Resident 
Mrs M. Nelson 
Mrs S. Greenwood 
Mrs G. Marlow 
Mr & Mrs M. Dorling 
Mrs B. Tricker 
Mr & Mrs D. Curry 
Mr & Mrs R. McWilliams 
Mr G.R. Hesketh 
Mrs J. & Miss B. Fookes & the Lingard Family 
Mrs J.C. Tricker 
Mr & Mrs A. Watson 
Mrs B. Simmons 
Dennis & Jean Jones 
The Maltings & Mardle Cottage 
 

PANSIES AND POLYANTHUS 
We are again growing pansies and polyanthus for our 
winter displays.  As usual we have grown extra plants for 
sale throughout the village.  These will be available for 
sale towards the end of October. 
 
If you want to reserve your plants could you let any of the 
‘Bentley in Bloomers’ know.  We would also be very 
grateful if you have any spare 6 pack plant containers.  
Thank you 
 
Sylvia Adams 250160 
Dreena Williamson  250679 
Michael Dorling 250799 
John Moss  252182 
or Peter Allington 251086. 
 

Sorry to mention it but we will soon be seeing leaves 
dropping off the trees.  These can be a help as well as a 
hindrance.  Firstly if you have a pond or water feature in 
your garden take precautions and cover with netting.  
This stops the leaves from getting into the water.  If they 
get into the water they drop to the bottom of the pond 
and give off gases as they decompose.  These 
decomposition products can be lethal to fish and other 
pond wildlife.  Before netting you may wish to dredge 
out any previous debris like blanket weed in the pond.  
Aquatic plants can also grow very quickly during the 
summer months, and these can start to take over and so 
thinning out may be helpful.  After removal from the 
water leave them on the side of the pond for a couple of 
days to allow any wildlife hiding in the 
plants to get back into the pond.  The 
helpful side of leaf fall is the use the 
leaves can be put to, but maybe more 
of that in later months. 
 
One of the best jobs of the year is, I always think, the 
gathering of the crops and getting them ready for 
storage.  Storage systems are much simpler now with 
the advent of freezers etc.  As well as the various 
vegetables such as french and runner beans, courgettes 
etc. various small fruit are equally at home in the 
freezer. You will possibly have already packed 
blackcurrants, gooseberries and raspberries etc. away 
for use later in the year but what do you do with apples? 
Okay the good ones will store nicely in boxes, but those 
that are damaged will not store very long before going 
rotten and possibly contaminating all the good fruit.  So 
pick up those windfalls, peel and cut out all the good 
pieces, then lightly cook them before dividing into 
suitable sized portions and popping them into the 
freezer.  Don’t forget to drop the cut apples into water 
with a splash of lemon juice added, to stop them 
browning whilst getting ready for cooking.  What goes 
nicely with cooked apples?  Well of course blackberries.  
With all the rain we have had these will soon be nice 
and plump and ready for picking in the hedgerows 
around Great Bentley.  In fact I have already picked a 
few and the taste this year is superb.  There is no 
cultivated variety that I have tried that has the same 
sweet taste as a hedgerow blackberry, and they are 
free, but please be careful you don’t damage any 
farmers’ crops whilst you pick them. 
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LETTERS TO THE  
EDITOR 
 
Dear Editor, 
 In response to the recent letters regarding the 
‘misplaced’ horse droppings in Birch Avenue, I would 
just like to say that having ridden around the village 
since I was a child, (some 35 years!) that I, like Linda 
and Helen and all the other riders that regularly ride 
around Great Bentley, would always clear up any 
droppings that were inappropriately left on the path etc. 
I can only assume that the culprit is a newcomer and 
did not realise that this is the normal way of doing 
things. 
 However, that said, I fully agree with Tony 
Rampling that there must be a few gardeners that 
would have been quite happy to use it.  While I was 
walking through the spinney on the Green one day last 
week, I picked up a whole carrier bag of rubbish 
(sandwich packets, broken bottles, cans, orange peel, 
crisp packets, wrappers etc.) that were just thrown on 
the Green around the seat right next to the dustbin. 
 I would have thought that the residents of Birch 
Avenue would be better off focusing their energy on 
finding the real culprits who dump this dangerous 
rubbish around our lovely village and spoil it.  You 
would not have seen any litter at all in the village a few 
years ago.  Again, like Linda and Helen, I would be 
only too happy to pick up any horse droppings that are 
left in the wrong place, rather that than the disgusting 
mess mentioned above. 
Mandy Hooper 251765 
 
PS.  If anyone would like any horse manure for their 
garden/allotment, I normally have some to spare. 
 
My family and I moved from the outskirts of London 6 
years ago.  we moved to Great Bentley in the hope of 
having a better lifestyle.  Yes, we had a much better 
lifestyle, but over the past 3 years, in my opinion, this 
village has gone downhill.  I have noticed the litter in 
particular.  My mum was standing outside the Chinese 
one night, while a bunch of youths were outside Tesco 
kicking their litter about.  Other people were coming in 
and out of Tesco just ignoring them.  However, my 
mum decided to confront the youths.  She simply 
picked up the litter and gave it to them and asked them 
to put it in the bin.  I think they were shocked that she 
did that and they put it straight in the bin, without any 
repercussion.  My points regarding this matter are as 
follows: 
· Why can’t members of the village just confront 

them?  (I have and I am 11 years old!) 
· What has happened to people’s self respect of 

their surroundings? 
· Why should we have to remind people about 

keeping a clean and tidy environment? 
· We have plenty of bins in the village, why don’t 

people use them? 
Lorna Simpson 
 

Dear Editor, 
 On September 3rd at 10.00am the Red Ensign will 
be raised on the Green.  This is, of course a village affair, 
that respects the service rendered by Merchant Seamen 
in both war and peace. It is appropriate that The Tendring 
Seafarers’ Club have associated themselves closely with 
this event, they being concerned with the future of 
seafaring as well as honouring past sacrifices. 
 Last year, on that date, the Club adopted a horse 
called Tanner as their mascot and co-opted Councillor 
Lynda McWilliams as an honorary member of the T.S.C. 
to ensure that our mascot is properly cared for, she being 
a close friend of Tanner.  This proved to be a good move 
because Lynda subsequently gave some excellent advice 
concerning publicity for the Club.  Publicity is important to 
the T.S.C. because it is part of their policy to render 
support to other nautical concerns and to do this 
effectively they need more members who can then 
provide more of the necessary cash. 
 I understand that the event at 10.00am on 
Merchant Navy Day will be attended by Tanner’s owner 
and friends and will be reported by the Clacton Gazette 
who have asked for appropriate photographs. 
 It would be nice to see more Great Bentley 
Villagers at this event, especially children.  The Ensign 
used is their property after all!  Also be warned, the T.S.C. 
have their eye on October 21st - Trafalgar Day and the 
village also owns the White Ensign used on that day. 
Michael Turner 
 

Best Kept Village Contest 
I noted Mary’s remarks regarding the Best Kept Village 
contest last June and the fact that we were not mentioned 
this year.  This was down to no one organising and 
preparing for the competition.  In the past the Parish 
Council sent letters to businesses and shops, public 
houses etc., to ask for their participation for tidying and 
keeping clean their areas.  Another factor was that this 
year’s judging took place the day after the bank holiday 
which was an extremely warm day which resulted in 
picnics, family gatherings and sport on the Green – 
meaning litter! 
 Our TDC cleaning man cleans all areas three times 
per week and unfortunately the judging did not coincide 
with the litter pick up hence the remarks from the judges 
about the abundance of litter in the village.  To add to this 
the judges would have noticed that the Cricket Club, 
Public house areas, Pharmacy and the Village Hall were a 
mess.  If we enter this contest next year we must have a 
bit more interest than just filling in the entry form.  If 
Parish Council members are not interested they should 
perhaps ask for a volunteer committee with the services 
of the clerk available. 
 I have always looked upon this contest as an 
excuse for the village to have a good spring clean (for the 
younger readers this was something older people used to 
do to their homes once a year). If people are not 
interested in the competitions they must have some sense 
of pride when they see the village litter free, the grass cut, 
edges trimmed, floral arrangements all over, the sun 
shining and the Green being used by so many as of late.  
Also Village benefits from the RCC are many and varied 
and we should not be missing out. 
Bev Adams 
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB 
 
 
Recent Events 
Since our Friday 5 in mid-July there has been a bit of a gap in the local race programme.   
 However, the highlight was the Ekiden relay on 20th July at Orwell Park School.  This event is a 
marathon relay, ideal for runners who don’t feel up to running 26 miles on their own.  When I first heard about 
the Ekiden relay a few years back, I (wrongly) assumed that Ekiden was the name of the place where the race 
took place.  The real derivation of the name is from two Japanese words – Eki meaning ‘station’ and den 
meaning ‘transmit’.  Each runner wears a sash suspended from the shoulder across the chest and the sash is 
passed from one runner to the next, like the baton in a regular relay.  The first Ekiden was run in 1917 to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the transfer of Japan’s capital city from Kyoto to Tokyo.  The 508 kilometre race was 
split into 23 stages and run over 3 days. (It’s a bad day when you don’t learn something, as my old boss used 
to say). 
The Orwell Park event was run over the classic marathon distance of 42.2 kilometres with six members in a 
team and the laps varying between 5, 7.2 and 10 kilometres.  We had five teams entered, and both our ladies 
vets and men’s vets team finished second in their categories.  Although this was a good performance, it was a 
bit disappointing for the ladies vet team as they were the defending champions, but lost out on this occasion by 
8 minutes to a strong ladies team from Norwich Road Runners.  Never mind – there’s always next year.  There 
was some satisfaction for the Bentley Men’s vet team, as they beat the younger Bentley Men’s open team by a 
resounding 12 minutes. 

 Further afield, Bob Watt was the sole Bentley runner at the Harlow 10 on 27th July and reported that the 
race was an enjoyable combination of road, track and cycle-way, with good spectator support all the way round 
the course. 

 
Triathlon News 
Triathlons are proving very popular this summer and Paul Blackwell took his recent good running form into the 
Mazda London Triathlon on the 10th August.  The London Tri is an Olympic distance event comprising a 1500 
metre swim followed by a 40 kilometre bike ride and a 10 kilometre run.  There were nearly 500 competitors in 
Paul’s starting wave, and he described the 1500m swim in the Royal Victoria Dock as being more like a boxing 
match than a swim!  Despite the crowded swim and his very early start time (6.30 a.m.), Paul completed the 
course in an excellent 2h 37mins. 
 Frank Gardiner was in triathlon action the same day, but this time in Cambridge.  This was also an 
Olympic distance event, and Frank finished in 3h 02min. 
 A couple of weeks earlier the Culford Triathlon provided a more gentle introduction to those new to the 
event.  Culford is a sprint triathlon with a 300 metre swim, a 21 kilometre bike ride and a 4 kilometre run.  Five 
Bentley athletes completed the course with Mick Ruth leading the way in 1h 02mins followed by Kim Chatting 
in 1h 09mins, Brian Telford in 1h 10mins, Frank Gardiner in 1h 11mins and Simon Price in 1h 14mins.  This 
was an excellent performance from Simon in his first triathlon.   
 

Sponsored Cycle 
Dave and Chris Green completed their sponsored cycle ride from John O’Groats to Land’s End, raising more 
than £500 for St Helena Hospice.  Despite a couple of punctures and a few broken spokes on the way, they 
both thoroughly enjoyed their rides and commented, yes, they would do it again!  You can still make a donation 
on-line at http://www.justgiving.com/davidandchrisgreen  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about Great Bentley Running Club, take a look at our website, 
www.gbrc.org.uk, come along to the Village Hall at 7pm any Wednesday evening, or contact Clive Jones or 
Tom Geddes.   
 

 
 
Tom Geddes 
Secretary, GBRC 

Chairman  Secretary  

Clive Jones Tom Geddes 

tel:  01206 252331 tel:  01206 392226 

email: clive400@btinternet.com email: tom.geddes@btinternet.com 
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New Ten-Week Course at the Studio 
 

Hi everyone – now that summer is slowly turning into 
autumn and all those holidays are coming to a close, 
maybe now is a good time to ‘chill out’ with a Ten-Week 
beginner course at the studio before we have all the 
added stress of a fast approaching Christmas! 
 The next beginner course starts on Wednesday 
17th September between 7.30-9.00pm – I’m sure you 
have probably seen the advert in the post office window 
or in the ‘Brightlingsea and Wivenhoe Chronicle’. 
 The course is especially for total beginners who 
have no idea about Tai Chi at all, so everyone starts on 
an even playing field. This term I have decided to give an 
added bonus of an instructional DVD to compliment the 
course because I have found in the past that some 
people have trouble remembering the moves week to 
week. Hopefully this will be a big plus in bringing more 
enjoyment to your weekly lessons. 
 Over the ten weeks you will be introduced to Chi 
Kung (a standing meditation to improve breathing, 
balance and posture). Also you will be given a set of 
breathing/stretching and relaxation exercises as well as 
learning a short Yang style form – these are all covered 
in the accompanying DVD. 
 The cost of the course is £65 and hopefully this 
will give you the incentive to join one of the regular 
classes when you finish. 
 Also coming up on the 6th September is a morning 
seminar covering the ‘Ten Essential Points’ of Tai Chi. 
This class is open to those of you who may already know 
some Tai Chi and wish to reacquaint themselves with the 
principles and concepts of the art. The cost is £15 and 
runs from 10.30-1.00pm. 
 Well, that is all for now and hopefully I will see 
some of you at the studio in the months and weeks to 
come. 
 
Dave Allen 
Telephone 01206-255007 
Mobile 07734-982438 
E-mail thestudio@taichi4all.co.uk  
Website – www.taichi4all.co.uk  

SMART WATER  
 

I am sure most of you will have read in the papers 
about theft of lead from buildings, especially Churches.  
Fortunately St Mary’s Church in Great Bentley does 
not have any lead roofs so our risk is lower in this 
respect. 
 
There is now a new product available that is called 
‘Smart Water’.  This is a liquid that contains a unique 
additive that is specific to each and every user.  This 
means that one small dab on your lead roof or your 
valuables can enable the police to scan any stolen 
property they recover (or say lead in a scrap 
merchants), and tell who the property actually belongs 
to.  This mark is invisible to the naked eye but shows 
up under a special light.  Once applied it is almost 
impossible to remove and the smallest speck left will 
give details of its rightful owner.  This is similar to a 
person’s DNA and we all know how the residue from 
say a single speck of blood in a criminal case can often 
lead to an arrest. 
 
The Church insurance company “Ecclesiastical” thinks 
so highly of this product that it has 
supplied every one of its customers 
with a free bottle.  So as Henry 
Cooper used to say in his advert we 
have “Splashed it all over” so all our 
church items are covered but you 
won’t know where - but the police 
will!! 
 
Peter Allington 

HARVEST LUNCH 
 

There will be a shared lunch  
 in 

St Mary’s Church  
Vestry Room 

 
   at 12 noon 

 
on Sunday 28th September 

 
after the Harvest Festival 

 
Everyone very welcome 

 
Please bring a plate of either 
sweet or savoury food to add 

to the buffet table. 
 

 For further details 
 please contact Nicky Justice 

 on 01255 821334 

GREAT BENTLEY ART CLUB 

COACH TRIP TO LONDON 

Saturday November 22nd 

Leaving Village Hall 9.00am 

Leaving London 5.00pm 

Cost £13 each 

Bookings ring Mary Pilgrim 

01206 302922 
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2008 BEST KEPT CHURCHYARD - JUDGES COMMENTS 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, GREAT BENTLEY 

 
         Judge 1   Judge 2  Aggregate mark 
Section 1: Management and Information 
 
1. Does the churchyard have a comprehensive  A good plan but  Suggest better    
 effective management plan?  Is the  plan available the notice outside  directions to find 
  for public view?  (Is it detailed  and does it emphasise the church directs  the plan.  Very  16 
 conservation, e.g. as an annotated map or as a list one inside to view it.  efficiently displayed 
 of instructions)?        Judges are not   when located. 
         always familiar with 
         the area and may not  
         know where the vestry is. 

2 Are the noticeboards in good condition?   No Comment   Reasonably well kept 16 
 Do they display a variety of up-to-date information? 

3 Is the wildlife management of the churchyard  No Comment   Well maintained and  15 
 interpreted in a comprehensible manner?       explicit. 

Section 2: Practice   
 
4. Are the grass areas cut according to the    Some grass cuttings had Grass cuttings not   
 management plan and have the grass cuttings been been left - was this a  removed   15 
 removed?       means of mulching to 
         conserve water? 

5 Are the paths kept well and trimmed and are  Reasonable   No Comment   13 
 there short plants where appropriate? 

6 If appropriate, are the hedges tall (e.g 2m in  Adequate   Lovely well managed  15 
 height) and apparently untidy to provide food      hedges 
 and shelter for birds and insects? 

7 Are the compost heaps, bonfires and grave spoil  Adequate   No Comment 
 heaps well sited and kept from spreading? 
 (Marks deductible for general rubbish in the          15 
 compost heap) 

8 Are there special efforts made to encourage   Effort has been made A real effort to 
 wildlife? (Bird or bat boxes, log piles, flowers      encourage wildlife had 16 
 planted for butterflies, areas of longer grass       been made 
 with wild flowers). 

9 Are monuments in good condition (e.g. not damaged Yes - tidy   No Comment   15 
 by strimmers)?  Do some have mosses and small 
 plants growing on them or at their base but not 
 saplings and brambles? 

10 Have small plants, mosses and lichens been allowed Yes    No Comment   14 
 to grow on or at the base of walls, but without 
 causing structural damage? 

Section 3: General maintenance and appearance 

11 Are there flower beds or graves with plenty of colour Generally tidy   No Comment   14  
 and appropriately weeded? 

12 Is the churchyard tidy, with no litter or old floral  Yes    No Comment   15 
 tributes (confetti is allowed)? 

13 Are seats, tap and watering can or any other facilities Yes    I liked the water butt  
 provided?           attached to collect  
             rainwater from roof -  
             a great idea   15 

14 Are the fences and gates serviceable and walls and  Yes    No Comment   14 
 boundaries secure? 

Section 4: General Comments 

15 What is your overall assessment of the churchyard? On the whole peaceful A well cared for  15 
 (Does it give practical evidence that it is being cared and tidy although not  churchyard with a good 
 for?  Does it balance dignity with offering sanctuary much colour.   effort to encourage 
 to our native wildlife and plants that are becoming      wildlife.  Pity about the 
 so scarce?  Is the churchyard, allowing for its      litter around the benches. 
 surroundings, a place of hope and where people can 
 be quiet, remember and pray?)       TOTAL MARKS FROM JUDGES 222 



Pet’s 
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Need to get to the hospital? 

Tendring Community Transport  
Hopper Bus 

Ring 01255 436962 

MOBILE POLICE UNIT 
 

Tuesday 9th September 
Tuesday 23rd September 

9.30am to 10.30am 
Outside the Plough Inn 

It shouldn’t happen to a pet 
 
There are always several stories often best left untold. 
One of these is of silly anecdotes from Vets or clients 
about their pets. A recent competition collected several 
of these together, and these varied from amusing to 
downright worrying. 
 
One owner removed a “tick” from his male dog’s belly 
and rang his vets when he could not stop the bleeding. 
The owner was to discover that male dogs had nipples 
too! 
 
Ticks seem to be very common problems with me as 
well, until the owner discovers that they don’t come off. 
Various skin tumours are excellent mimics of this 
unsightly parasite. 
 
Another owner took their hamster to the Vet, worried 
about the two tumours between his back 
legs……….yes they were testicles (I have had this 
happen a few times to me, and several variations with 
male dogs developing tumours in their nether regions – 
it’s always nice to reassure, but does get embarrassing 
for the owners!) 
 
One highly co-operative dog was treated by his mis-
guided owner for it’s ear infection by the antibiotics 
being put in the ear (and yes, they were tablets) 
 
I have had one owner put urinary incontinence drops 
into her dog’s eyes for conjunctivitis (and the 
medication was labelled properly!), but where the eye 
drops went I was never sure. 
 
But don’t be put off with these incidents, we are here to 
help and are used to all sorts of questions. If you feel 
you can’t discuss things with a Vet, then the qualified 
Vet nurses are always a really good sources of advice, 
and will direct you to a Vet if they feel it is needed. So 
ask away, but do remember to read the labels on 
medications properly or your pet may not be best 
pleased! 
 
MARK ALLINGTON 
B.Sc Cert VD 
BVM & S:   MRCVS 
 
 
 

Great Bentley Conservation Group 
 

On Wednesday 23rd July in the early evening, nine 
members of the Conservation Group took a boat trip up 
the river Stour from Flatford to Dedham and back again. 
The electric boat, Trustee,  belonging to the River Stour 
Trust was used and was skippered by one of our 
members, Michael Turner, who is also a member of the 
River Stour Trust.  
 It was a glorious warm sunny evening. We were 
able to look at the flora and fauna of the river banks. We 
saw ducks, swans, geese and moor hens. It is possible to 
see kingfishers along this stretch of the river but we were 
unlucky on this occasion. It is also possible to see otters 
but we were probably too noisy. We were able to identify 
great valerian, meadow sweet, great reed mace, bulrush,  
common willow herb and purple loosestrife growing along 
the banks.  
 The cattle grazing along the side of the river and 
paddling in the water to keep cool or get a drink were an 
idyllic  sight reminding us that the river had changed little 
since the days of  Constable. We were horrified later to 
see two boys getting ready for a swim!  
 If anyone else wishes to take a trip on the river, 
Trustee runs every Sunday, weather permitting, from 
Easter until the end of September; on Bank Holidays; and 
on Wednesdays during the summer school holiday. 
There are trips every half an hour from 11am until 
4.30pm.  
 The Stour River Trust raises money with the aim of 
restoring the navigation on the Stour to suitable pleasure 
craft (electric boats, canoes, rowing 
boats etc.). It would  welcome more 
skippers who would be given training 
and also volunteers to work at bankside, 
selling tickets. Michael Turner 250836 
can supply more details. 
 
Jan Turner (Secretary) 
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This truly worthwhile event is being held in memory of our 
beautiful Hollie who sadly passed away on 5th June 2008 
due to a brain tumour. 
 All funds raised from this event will go to Brain 
Tumour UK. (Charity Number 1117538). 
 Contributing just a little can make such a difference 
to help Brain Tumour UK support other tumour sufferers 
and fund research to prevent this happening to others. 
 
Contact: Tracy 07706 069388 or Lesley  07738 425041 
 

Donate online at: www.justgiving.com/lesleyglover55 
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GREAT BENTLEY 

GARDENING CLUB 
VISIT TO 

 
R.H.S. HYDE HALL 

 
SUNDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 

 
LEAVING VILLAGE HALL AT 10am 

LEAVING HYDE HALL AT 4pm  
 

COST Inclusive of coach  
and entrance to gardens 

 
CLUB MEMBERS £7.00 
NON MEMBERS £8.00 

 
CONTACT JANETTE 

01206 251337 
FOR AVAILABILITY 

St. MARY’S CHURCH.GREAT BENTLEY  

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
  AND 

ART EXHIBITION 

     SATURDAY                 SUNDAY 
    6th SEPTEMBER         7th SEPTEMBER 
    10.00am - 5.00pm          11.00am - 5.00pm 

     GIFT STALLS,  REFRESHMENTS,  LUNCHES 

 Floral Theme:- “INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS”  

                  All proceeds to Church Funds. 

  

Live Music:  Bar:  Raffle:  
Videoke  (Karoke but with a Twist) 

Saturday 13th September 
7.30pm - 12pm 

Great Bentley Village Hall 

Entry by ticket only 

Ticket price £6.50 
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GREAT BENTLEY SHOW  
SATURDAY 30th AUGUST 

Commencing at 1.30pm 
MAGNIFICENT DISPLAY OF FLOWERS PLANTS 

PRODUCE AND CRAFTS IN THE MARQUEE 
 

DOG SHOW  DONKEY RIDES 
 

CRAFT STALLS  CHILDREN’S GAMES  
 

SCOTTISH DANCING  MIRGISSA EGYPTIAN DANCERS 
 

RAFFLE   TOMBOLA  REFRESHMENTS 

AMPLE FREE CAR PARKING 

SEVEN RIVERS CHESHIRE HOME 

AUTUMN SALE 
Ladies clothing, men’s accessories, shoes, 

toys, stocking fillers, gardening accessories, 
china, jewellery, greetings cards,  

and a wide range of gift ideas 

at 
Great Bromley Village Hall 

on 
Tuesday 30th September 

10.30am to 3.00pm 

Entry £2.00 

Refreshments including coffee, 
cakes, sandwiches will also 

be available 
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Thorrington Pre-School 
 

Welcome everyone we all hope you have enjoyed your summer holidays, despite some of 
the weather. 
We begin this term by wishing a warm welcome to our new children Edward, Emma, 
Eleanor, Evie, Isabella, Libby, Matthew, Riley and Thomas.  
 As we ended last term we said goodbye to our children moving onto school, we would 
like to take this opportunity to once again wish them luck and thank them and their parents/carers for all the 
lovely cards, gifts and kind words. 
 Our topic this half term will be All About Me, it’s a time to get to know our new children and build new 
relationships with them. As our existing children return after the holidays they will have no doubt changed, so 
this topic will help us all to find out new things about each other.  
 Over the holidays we have been busy preparing for the implementation of the new framework which is 
statutory for all Early Years Provisions in September 2008. To enhance the delivery of this we also welcome 
Lucy Partridge (Our Qualified Children’s Centre Tea cher).  Lucy and I have met several times and are in 
constant contact. During the holidays Lucy took me along to a local nursery that she is also supporting, I came 
home with lots of ideas and reassurance that receiving her support will be a great asset not just to me and the 
staff but to each child at the Pre-School. 
 
What is a Children’s Centre Teacher?  
A Children’s Centre Teacher is a qualified teacher who works with childcare provision in a Children’s Centre 
area. Children’s Centre Teachers are committed to a multi agency approach and as such work with other 
partner agencies in the Children’s Centre such as health visitors, speech and language therapists, social 
services, job centre plus, SENCAN. 
 
What do Children’s Centre Teachers do?  
The primary role of the Children’s Centre Teacher is to support the delivery of high quality early years provision 
in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage, in order to improve outcomes for all children living in the 
Children Centre’s areas. 
 Lucy’s support will involve visits to the Pre-School on a weekly basis to work alongside myself, the staff 
but most importantly she will be modelling activities directly with the children. Having Lucy on board I feel can 
only enhance our setting, we have come such a long way but we have never become complacent as  there is 
always room for improvement.  
During the first few weeks of term we will be inviting our parents/carers to come into Pre-School and look at 
their child’s assessments. Together we can discuss and plan for their child’s future learning and development. 
This opportunity is vital to supporting us as practitioners and also enables the key person and the parents/
carers to build up a good partnership. 
 Over the last three years the Pre-School has grown considerably, with all sessions once again virtually 
full.  For any current availability enquiries or if you wish to register your child’s name on our waiting list, please 
contact Laura on 01206 302435 / 07814 043242 alternatively email us at preschoolforyou@aol.com 
 All existing or potential parents/carers and children are most welcome to come and look around the Pre-
School, come along and see what it’s like for a child at Thorrington Pre-School. 
Our website is always being updated and has lots of information about the Pre-School to visit go to 
www.thorringtonpreschool.co.uk 
 As always, thank you for your continued support 

Laura (Pre-School manager & owner) 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH BELLRINGERS 
The Church Bell Ringer’s Group in Great Bentley are looking FOR NEW people to join their group 
and learn this ancient art. 

 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE STRONG: YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE MUSICAL: YOU NEED TO BE 11 YEARS OLD OR 
MORE:  

THERE IS NO UPPER AGE LIMIT 
 
We meet on Monday evenings for practice from 7.30pm until 9.00pm and ring on Sunday mornings from 9.00am until 9.25am 
prior to the morning service.  Ringers give of their time when and if they are available for both practice nights and service 
ringing.  In addition, we ring the bells for weddings, festivals of celebration and special services throughout the year.  Bell 
ringing is a social activity and people who partake are at different levels of learning.  Ringers, once proficient, choose how 
much or little they learn. 
If you are interested, come and join us so you can see us ring and try it for yourself. 

 
CONTACT ROGER CAREY-SMITH – 01206 250521:    MOBILE: 07974 711909 

 
 
 
 
 

 



COUNTRY BARN DANCE  
AT COPPICE FARM 

On Saturday 13th September 
8.00 ‘til 11.30 

Tickets £10 including food 
From Donald Walker,  

Wellers, Thorrington 
Road 

250172 
 

Licensed Bar 
 

DON’T MISS IT!  
 

Cheques made payable to  
HNECA Gt. Bentley Branch 
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BLOOD DONORS 
 

Brightlingsea Community Centre 
 
Monday 22nd September 
 
14.00-16.00: 17.00-19.15  
 

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER  2008  MAGAZINE 

FRIDAY 12th September   2008    

ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524  Please mark all material  -  
“Parish Magazine” 

EARLY COPY  WOULD BE APPRECIATED  

email: marymaskell@sys3internet.net 

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  www.g reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

 

 

THE ATTHILL WINDOW UNDERGOES REPAIR 
 

Some repairs were advised for the Atthill window at St Mary’s church and 
the PCC agreed that it would be best to implement these swiftly.  A firm 
named Auravisions, based near Saffron Walden were awarded the contract 
and Susan McCarthy and Martin Pearse were in the village to commence 
the work on Thursday 24th July.   
 
Whilst studying for a degree in Fine Art, Sue undertook a thesis on stained 
glass which led eventually to her decision to make  a career working in this 
highly specialised craft.  She worked in London for five years at Goddard 
and Gibbs but became disillusioned with commuting and decided to set up 
her own firm here in Essex in 1991.  Martin joined her in 1993.  He had 
been working in an adjoining glass shop  to Goddard and Gibbs that sold 

glass etc. to professionals and the public.   
 
The Atthill window has had new phosphor bronze glazing bars installed and also been cleaned inside and out. 
The latter part of this work was only partially completed when I met Sue and Martin and the contrast was 
amazing.  One quarry (technical term for small pane) was broken and subsequently has to be replaced.  Sue 
enthused that the Atthill window was all handmade glass, probably produced in Sunderland and was “lovely 
stuff” and in good condition.   
 
The cleaning has now been completed on the Atthill window with the South Choir window receiving the same 
treatment.  The difference is unbelievable. 
 
The 2009 calendar will be sold to raise funds to cover the cost of the Atthill window repairs. See separate 
article.  
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THE  
GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 

 
The committee met on Wednesday, 13th August to 
tie up the odds and ends, cross the T’s and dot the 
I’s, smooth the rough edges etc, etc  to make sure 
this is a show to be remembered. There are changes 
which you may notice but more likely will not, 
because there will be far more important and 
interesting things to capture your attention at your 
village show. 
  The magnificent marquee will, as usual, be 
packed with horticultural entries, cookery, various 
crafts and the children’s contribution which seems to 
get bigger every year. A splendid  selection of stalls, 
many from village and voluntary organisations, 
children’s amusements, children's donkey rides, the 
Dog Show with a display of Bloodhounds, an 
additional attraction. 
  In the Arena we will have Scottish dancing 
and the Mirgissa Egyptian Dancers. For many years 
a Tug of War competition between local teams was a 
very popular event, perhaps we should bring it back. 
There must be many local lads and lasses of all 
ages who could make up teams of eight.  If you are 
interested please let a committee member know and 
we will see if an event can be organised for next 
year. 
 
Remember that date –  
Saturday 30 th August.  
Have a great day!!!  
 
 BSH.(Hon. Press Officer)  

BENTLEY HOME  
DELIVERY SERVICE 

 
Require a holiday relief 

for early morning paper round. 
 

Car owner. 
 

3 mornings a week. 
 

Interested? 
 

Please ring Stephanie 
 

 01206 791839  
 for more details 

PERKS FOR PARAS 
Why Not Support Our Troops? 

 
Tel: 01728 452210 

 
E-mail: ginny.besly@virgin.net 

 
The easiest method is to use a Postbox or a large 
Jiffy bag, but any form of parcel is fine provided it 
does not exceed 2 kilograms.   The Post Office is 
very strict about this, so it is a good idea to weigh 
your parcel at home before you seal it up.   Do it up 
firmly and take it to the post office where it will go 
FREE by BFPO Mail,  and take about 5 
days.  Please write a friendly letter to your soldier 
explaining that you have joined the Perks For Paras 
scheme, and sign it.   Do not give him your postal 
address as we do not want any obligation regarding 
thank-you letters, (but you can give him your e-mail 
address at your own discretion). 
  
Suggestions are as follows and are based on first-
hand information from soldiers who have returned 
home.  Think light – plastic packaging, sachets, etc. 
(and be sure to look at Best Before dates).  Longlife 
cake such as fruitcake or gingerbread (specially if it’s 
homemade), biscuits, flapjacks, anything in a plastic 
tube, vacuum pack or tin (eg tuna fish, 
Supernoodles, pasta sauces), anything to cheer up 
boring food such as dried herbs and Tabasco sauce, 
stock cubes, condensed milk, processed 
cheese,  cheese straws, twiglets, fish paste, honey, 
chutney, dried fruit and nuts, cereal bars,  soft 
sweets and jelly babies, fruit squash (decant into 
smaller plastic bottle),  Instant Whip-type 
desserts,  chewing gum, magazines (Nuts, Zoo and 
FHM are apparently the most popular), paperback 
books,  books of puzzles, candles, lip salve, 
Vaseline, shower gel, shampoo and conditioner, 
Paracetamol,  Anthisan cream, Gillette Mach 3 
razors, shaving gel (decant from aerosol cans before 
posting), moisturizer and hand cream,  wet wipes, 
medicated talc, mouthwash, cotton socks, hand-held 
fans with AA batteries, letter-writing kit.   Do not send 
any food which is likely to deteriorate in transit, and 
please do not send chocolate because it melts in the 
heat.   Alcohol and pornography are forbidden ! 
  
Please tell your friends about Perks for Paras and 
ask them to contact me.   The aspect which the 
soldiers most value is the personal contact from the 
sender – that's what makes all the difference.    (The 
tour of duty lasts until the end of October, so keep 
this letter in a safe place just in 
case you want to send another 
parcel at a later date.) 
  
Thank you again, 
Ginny Besly 
  
  
  



Great Bentley Parish Council 
Green Boxes  
There are still a couple of green boxes left, please see dates below for when I am at 
the office if you need to collect one. 
 
Football Club  
EDF Energy have agreed to bury some of the overhead cables on the Green in 
conjunction with their other works.  It is very welcomed as an improvement to the view 
of the Green. 
 
Lighting  
The new light that will be installed between the doctor’s surgery and the pharmacy has 
been ordered and we are waiting for a date for works to commence.   
 
Parish Council Meetings  
Thursday 4th September 2008  7.30pm 

Thursday 2nd October 2008 7.30pm 

 

Resource Centre opening Times  
Thursday 4th September   4pm - 6pm 

Tuesday 9th September   8am - 10am 

Wednesday 17th September  10am - 12pm 

Wednesday 24th September   10am – 12pm 

Other times leave a message on the answer-phone at the resource centre (01206 256410). Email 
clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk (both checked regularly). I will contact you as soon as possible. It can also 
be arranged for the office to be open to view plans etc if required.  
 
Mrs Kate Mayhew 
Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council 
 

A few notes from Your District Councillor 
Small Schemes Grant 
I have mentioned in previous notes that as your District Councillor £2000 has been allocated to me for funding to 
be directed towards local projects which have a community benefit. 
I have to date made four successful applications to Tendring District Council for the following groups; - 
 
Great Bentley Carnival & Fete £250 – toward the purchase of plastic tables and chairs 
Great Bentley Scout & Guide Hut £180 – toward kitchen refurbishment 
Bentley in Bloom £350 – toward the cost of hanging baskets 
Bentley Green Players £250 – toward the purchase of scaffolding 
I have also received a further application. 
 
I still have some funds remaining and if your group or organisation is interested in receiving a small scheme grant 
then please contact me. 
 
Information for businesses  
I recently attended a regeneration briefing. Crime and Disorder, and crime statistics were discussed. As I know 
that businesses in our area had been concerned that any crime committed against them is not included in the 
statistics, I asked why.  Although no reason was given, the news is that Colchester has experimented with the 
recording of business crime to provide business crime statistics; this has proved successful and Tendring is 
looking to adopt the same process. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns, I am always more than pleased to hear from you. 
 
Lynda 
Cllr. Lynda McWilliams    e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk  
Tendring District Councillor   Telephone number 012 06 250732 
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A Cheesy Article 
 
I would like to begin this month by welcoming Stobbs the new food hall, to the village. Along with Carpenters Farm 
Shop at Aingers Green we are, at long last, served with a good choice of real food shops. This must be particularly 
welcome for the elderly and/or non driving residents of Great Bentley who until the opening of Stobbs, were stuck 
with T…. (a name I cannot bring myself to mention) as the only shop in the village. 
 
As I’m sure many of you have already discovered the food hall has a butcher’s counter, a deli (horrid word that),  
which has a good selection of cheese and cold meats, including salami and Parma ham, a counter selling bread and 
cakes and there is also a fruit and veg section. 
 
I particularly welcome the cheese counter, as I have mentioned above it has a good selection: Mary Maskell raves 
over the Colston Bassett Stilton, my favourites are the Brie de Meaux which is made from raw, i.e. unpasteurised milk 
and is one of the best on the market; Stinking Bishop which is not as stinky as its name suggests; a proper block of 
Parmesan cheese and buffalo mozzarella. The great thing about a block of Parmesan, as opposed to the 
standardised, pre-wrapped, rather artificial-looking wedges that the supermarkets sell, is that you can specify the 
amount you want  - and do try eating parmesan as a cheese in its own right rather than just grating it over pasta 
dishes, I nearly always include it on a cheese board. As for buffalo mozzarella, which is infinitely superior to the cow’s 
milk variety, it is my cheese of the ‘moment’ as it goes so well with summer vegetables to make a simple lunch or 
supper or a first course for a more elaborate dinner. So here are a few ideas for various combinations using 
mozzarella. 
 
One of the best of all is tomato and mozzarella, this is particularly good if you can pick your own tomatoes, still warm 
from the sun (when it deigns to shine). I’m afraid there are no exact quantities here, as it depends on appetites and 
whether the dish is to be served as a first course or as a meal in itself, use your own judgement. 
  
Roughly chop the tomatoes and throw into a salad bowl, add the mozzarella torn into rough chunks rather than cut 
into neat slices, the chunks give the dish a more rustic feel. Other ingredients can include torn basil leaves (if you’ve 
never grown your own, do try next season it’s very easy and is quite happy in a pot on a sunny window sill), and 
some chunks of rough country or sourdough bread, this can be slightly stale. You could also try strips of grilled and 
skinned red pepper. For this addition, grill or roast a whole red pepper, turning it frequently to make sure it blackens 
evenly. Once it is cool enough to handle, peel off the skin, remove the seeds and slice thinly. A few anchovies would 
also go well. Once the various ingredients have been mixed in the bowl, dress with olive oil, salt and freshly ground 
black pepper. Be careful with the salt if you have added anchovies,  I’m not too sure about garlic as it can overpower 
the delicate taste of the mozzarella, if you are going to add it, do so with discretion. You’ll probably find you need 
quite a lot of olive oil for this dish as the bread will soak it up, but don’t let the ingredients swim in the stuff as they will 
go soggy. I never add vinegar as it would clash with the sweetness of the tomatoes and if the tomatoes aren’t sweet 
you shouldn’t be using them.  
 
Aubergines are, of course, with us all the year round, but really they are a late summer vegetable along with 
tomatoes, and indeed grilled aubergine, roast or grilled tomato and mozzarella salad is a good combination. Beetroot, 
another seasonal vegetable also goes well. Boil the beetroot (use young ones no bigger than a golf ball) until tender, 
then peel and slice quite thickly. Dress the beetroot with a vinaigrette made from a little Dijon mustard, vinegar, olive 
oil, salt and pepper and just before serving add the torn or sliced mozzarella on top of the beetroot, it is probably best 
not to mix the ingredients together as the beetroot will sully the purity of the cheese. Capers and parsley could also 
be added. 
 
If all this vegetable stuff is making you feel horribly healthy, mozzarella also combines well with salami - fennel salami 
in particular- if you can get it - and air dried ham, as in Parma etc. In both cases a few rocket leaves would be good. 
  
G. R. 
 
P.S. Popped into the shop again today; the cheese counter has been greatly 
extended, Isle of Mull Cheddar made with raw milk and Delice De Bourgogne 
particularly caught my eye. I also meet Tina York who is in charge of the cheese 
counter. She has had six years of experience buying cheeses and is very willing to 
give advice, will accommodate any special requests and will make up cheese boards 
for parties. A real asset - to the village - but not to my waist line. 
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GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

The meeting held in the Village Hall on July 23rd was 
a most amusing one when Linda Scoles gave a talk 
entitled ‘The Yanks are Coming’.  She told us about 
moving from America to a small Suffolk village and 
joining in all the local activities.  Jean Acutt was 
congratulated on having a special birthday. 
 Stephanie, Sylvia and Billie were wished all the 
best for their ‘Walk for Breast Cancer’ on July 27th. 
 
Diary of Events for September 
 
6th & 7th St Mary’s Church Flower Festival 
24th Harvest Festival, social afternoon 
 
Competition:  Who is it?  Childhood photos of 
members. 
 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
Thursday 11th September 

David Cawdell 
Overture and Beginners Please 

Village Hall, 8.00pm 

 

ART CLUB 
Tuesday 9th September 

Your favourite music or book -  
illustrate your idea 

Village Hall, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 23rd September 

Drawing with your eyes closed 
and without taking pen off the paper, 

Village Hall, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 30th September 

Paint an Old Master - Nigel to arrange 

 

 

 

 
 

W.I. 
We all enjoyed an informative and descriptive talk 
from Shirley Drake last month about her and her 
husband’s travels down the length of Taiwan and their 
visit to China.  Firstly, they stayed in T’ai-pei and 
showed us lots of photos (on the screen) which 
beautifully depicted the scenery, historic monuments 
and living conditions in these areas including some of 
the lifestyles of the inhabitants.  Shirley and Ted then 
travelled down the length of Taiwan and saw many 
more sights before finishing with a weekend in China 
on the home stretch. 
 On 2nd September, we will be given a 
demonstration with talk by Mr Keith Pettitt on the 
history and making of corn dollies.  This meeting will 
start at 8pm in the Village Hall. 
 Visitors and new members are always very 
welcome to attend. 
 
PS.  Six of our members took part in the Race for Life 
at the University of Essex in July for Cancer Research. 
 
LH 
 

GARDENING CLUB  

As I mentioned last month, we resume our monthly 
meetings in the Village Hall in September with our 
Autumn Show and AGM.  This takes place on 
September 16th with the staging of show entries 
starting at 7pm and to be completed by 7.45pm.  If you 
wish to enter, please ring me on 250511 for a copy of 
the schedule which includes flowers, vegetables, fruit 
and floral art classes.  Winners’ cups, trophies, 
vouchers etc. will be presented after the AGM which is 
held during the judging of the classes. 
 The outing to Hyde Hall on Sunday September 
21st (by coach) still has a few vacant seats.  The cost 
is £8 including entrance.  Please ring Janette Weller 
on 251337 if you wish to be included on this trip. 
 Visitors and new members are, as always, 
welcome to attend our meetings. 
 
Liz Harry, Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS OF GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL  
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: THURSDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 
7.00 FOR 7.30 IN THE SCHOOL HALL 

CHEESE AND WINE WILL BE AVAILABLE 



Children’s Page 
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SOME HARVEST PICTURES FOR YOU TO COLOUR 
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cricket 
Cricket Club News  ((www.gbcc.play-cricket.com)  

Great Season 
for U14s  
The Under 14s finished 
the season with a tied 
game against Wivenhoe 
that secured second 
place in Division 2 of the league.  This is a 
great effort only losing to Brightlingsea in 2 
very close games both home and away.  
The youngsters have really come on this 
season with 3 of the brightest stars, Danny 
Hunt, Matthew Sage-French and Lee 
Hamilton, now turning out for the Men’s 
team on a regular basis and getting runs 
and wickets.  The future is looking good, 
well done. 
The next big challenge is to beat the dads 
in the annual grudge match when the 
youngsters put in their greatest effort of the 
season to show the old boys just how 
much they have progressed.  So put a 
note in you diary and come along on 
September 7th to cheer on the boys.  

Under 12s frustrated by 
rain.    
The under 12s have had a frustrating 
season being beaten by the rain as much 
as the other teams.  They have managed a 
few games without a win but there have 
been some excellent performances from 
the youngsters in their first season playing 
the full version of the game.  A couple of 
the youngsters, Callum Hunt and Joe 
Dakin, have also stepped up on a couple 
of occasions to represent the Under 14s. 
1st Team Results:  
The Firsts are having their biggest struggle 
in the last few seasons to keep out of the 
relegation places.  The latest game saw a 
close match with local rivals and fellow 
strugglers Tendring.  After winning the toss 
and deciding to bat Gt Bentley struggled to 
152 (Bodily 46, Alambrides 35 not out) for 
6 in their allotted 45 overs.  Tendring lost a 
quick wicket but even with the tight bowling 
all round they looked as if they would 
make the target.  The tension rose 
throughout the game and the wickets 
started to fall during the  last few overs.   
Tendring required just 8 runs to win off the 
last over,  4 balls  bowled 4 scored, just 4 
more needed off the last 2 deliveries and 1 
wicket left. The ball was hit straight back to 
bowler Bodily,  and the inexperience of the 
Tendring boys saw them attempt a run that 
just wasn’t on - game over  a win by 3 with 

just one ball left.  A fantastic game 
played in the right spirit, a good 
advertisement for village cricket.  
An important match next weekend at 
Lexden could decide if the team 
stays up or gets relegated, five more 
games to go and 2 wins needed to 
stay up.  Your support will be 
welcome, please come along and 
cheer on the team to keep them in 
Division 2 
 
Recent Results:  

Little Baddow - Won by 3 wickets 

Colchester and EE - Lost by 217 

Gt Totham  - Lost by 56 Runs. 

Cavaliers - Lost by 3 Wickets 

Tendring - Won by 3 runs 

 

2nd Team Results:  
The second team  have won 2 
games since our last newsletter, 
after restricting the Cavaliers to  171 
with Andy Everett taking 5 for 52  
Kevin Silcock  got the team off to a 
good start with a solid 58, but when 
he was bowled wickets kept tumbling 
and it was left to Captain Marvel 
(Rupert Haxell) hobbling out at 
number 11 and scoring a quickfire 37 
not out, including 2 sixes and 5 
fours, to pinch the game.  A second 
win at home to Great Braxted and 
Tiptree saw Andy Burbidge take 5 for  
28 restricting the away team to just 
82.  Joe Fowler (25 not out) and out 
of form first teamer Pete Bodily (39 
not out) knocked off the runs in just 
16 overs to wrap up a convincing 10 
wicket win before tea. 

Results:  

Elmstead - Lost by 41 Runs,  

Cressing - Lost by 40 Runs,  

Gt Braxted - Won by 10 Wickets  

Colchester and EE  - Lost by 75  
Runs  

St Osyth - Lost by 6 wickets, 

Fixtures - Aug/Sep 
1st XI Fixtures -  R Fowler 

Sun 31    -   Ardleigh (H) 

Sun 14    -   Clacton Ramblers (A) 

Sun 28   -    Gt Totham (H) 

2nd XI Fixtures - R Haxell 

Sun 7   -   Stebbing (A) 

Notices    

The cricket practise nets have 
been a bit of a hazard this season 
with children using them as a 
climbing frame and cutting the 
netting.  Due to this they will be 
taken down and an alternative 
solution will be looked at for future 
seasons. 

Six A Side Bash 
The annual 6 a side 
fun day will take 
place on Sunday 21 
Sept.  This years 
competition will be a 
straight knockout  
with a maximum of 
8 teams on a first 
come (with the entry 
fee) first served 
basis.   

Entry forms can be obtained from 
the bar.  
 
Do you have a bit of time 
on your hands ? The club is 
looking for  someone with a little bit 
of time on their hands, over the 
summer months, to look after and 
prepare the square for matches 
during the cricket season.  There 
are courses that the club will pay 
for to train anyone who is 
interested.   
 If you are interested in 
gardening/green keeping and feel 
you would like to give it a go, then 
please let anyone on the 
committee know. 
Join us: 
Why not join our great Website to 
find out all the news, just type in 
the address and follow the 
onscreen instructions to become a 
website member: see you soon!!!     
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CLACTON & DISTRICT STROKE ASSOCIATION 
A local charity caring for the community of Tendring for over 30 years Registered Charity No. 1054049 

85 Frinton Road, Holland on Sea, Essex, C015 5UH 
Telephone/Fax 01255 815905   -   Stroke Family Support 01255 815916 

email: cdsa@freeola.com   -    www.cdsa.org.uk 
 

Stroke Information Day - ‘HEALTHY LIVING, HEALTHY Y OU’ 
This will cover diet and exercise and how to prevent a stroke and other life threatening illnesses 

 
We are holding our regular Stroke Prevention/Information Day on Tuesday 21 st October 2008 , 10am – 2pm,  at our 
premises.  The title of the day will be ‘Healthy Living, Health You’ .  As usual we will be offering blood pressure and dia-
betes checks , plus information and advice on cholesterol  levels. 
 In addition there will be an opportunity to speak to a dietician and other organisations offering information and ad-
vice about weight control programmes.    Advice and information about exercise and keeping fit will be offered by represen-
tatives from the Leisure Centre, local swimming pool and local walking group with ideas to suit your needs.  Regular exer-
cise is crucial in prevention of stroke and the risk of a secondary stroke and takes care of your heart.  Looking after your 
body means you look after your life and controlling your weight is an important part of this. 
 Members of staff  will be available on the day to discuss the service we provide to stroke survivors their families 
and carers. 
Self directed Support - Personalised Budgets  
The change in provision of funding for personal care from Social Care has undergone a radical change which has brought 
about many questions and difficulty in finding the answers.  We will have a Social Worker available on the day to explain 
the new process and answer any questions. 
 

 
Forthcoming Events held at the address above 
Jumble  Sale  27th September 10-12 noon: Christmas Fayre 22nd November 10-12 noon. 
The local Alzheimer’s Society hold support group meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at our premises.  For more 
information call 01255 474650 
 
Age Concern Toe nail cutting service held here 7th October and 28th October: By appointment only – phone 01245 423333 
 

 
                 OBITUARY - Maurice (Mac) Calcutt  

 
It is with immense sadness that I have to write about my father in the past tense.  You are 
never prepared to lose somebody you love so much.  It always comes as a shock.  I feel I 
want to pay tribute to a fantastic and popular man as best I can.   
 Dad moved Mum and I down from Scotland to Great Bentley in 1980.  The Calcutts 
had arrived.  Dad had bought Laurel House without any of us seeing it.  I have to admit it 

was a little bit of a shock to move from a large vicarage to a very modern and unusual house!  Over the past 
28 years Mac spent a lot of energy turning the place into a fine home.  We all loved the area and the locals 
couldn’t have been more welcoming.  Strong friendships were soon formed, especially with our neighbours 
George and Jessie Miller and Maimie and John Lord. 
 It didn’t take Mac long to integrate himself with the local cricket team, a passion for which he’d had since 
school.  I know he had a fabulous time drinking and generally socialising with his mates, Richard, Robert, Pe-
ter, Chris, Tim and Dougie to name a few.  We threw a big surprise party for Mac’s 60th and a lot of you came 
to what was a fantastic day.  It meant the world to him to see so many of you there, and he often reminisced 
about that day and his years as chairman of the cricket club. 
 Sadly the last few years were blighted by Alzhiemers, but Mac could still be seen everyday walking our 
dogs down to the wood.  I am thankful that he died before the dreaded disease took away the last of his free-
dom and dignity. 
 I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your friendship over the past 28 years and for 
making us feel a part of the village.  I know it meant a lot to Dad. 
 
Lynda Calcutt 

Stroke Carers’ Group 
Meets last Wednesdays of the month 

at our premises, 2 - 3.30 pm. 
This group is for carers only. 

  
For more information call 

Stroke Carers and Family Support 
01255 815916 

  Support Group Meetings 
Meets the 4th  Tuesday of each month 

7 - 9pm at the address above. 
This group is for anyone affected by stroke or acquired 
brain injury and is held in conjunction with Headway 

Essex, the brain injuries charity.  They can be contacted 
on 01206 768797 
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SCHOOL NEWS  
 

Well what a year it has been at school!! 
 
 For those of you who are always popping in and out of our gates you will already be aware of some of 
the events that have taken place this year. 
 The children have had a wonderful time.  They have dressed up as Tudors and experienced life in Tudor 
times at Kentwell Hall, others have dressed as Victorians and experienced the rigors of the Victorian 
classroom at the Colne Valley Railway. 
 Other pupils have investigated the architecture of Ickworth House and taken part in environmental 
studies in the field.  The year 6 excelled themselves at PGL our annual outdoor and adventurous week in 
Wales. 
 Some of you could hardly have missed the two mega decker buses taking most of Key Stage 2 on an 
exciting trip to London.  Everyone had a great time. 
 The World Premier of year 3 and 4’s film was truly remarkable.  The productions across the school have 
been heart warming to watch.  Key stage 1 performing their nativity to a live band  and the simply stunning 
Joseph show.  It is so good to see the confidence of our youngsters.  I hope that you had the opportunity to 
see some, if not all of them. 
 Music in school continues to thrive with a lot of new musical instruments being delivered to the school to 
increase our potential even further.  We now have flutes, clarinets, trumpets, violins, saxophones, euphoniums, 
keyboards, guitars, rock school, drums and recorders.  Our midsummer soiree was very enjoyable. 
 The sporting and club opportunities in school also continue to be a strength with lots of pupils taking part 
in a wide range of activities. 
 The school grounds have been improved with even more facilities for the children.  We have extended 
our shaded areas, bought a climbing, or I should say traverse wall and lots more equipment.  The children, 
head boy, head girl and school council have worked hard this year to make our school greener and you will 
notice our recycling bins outside on a Friday morning. 
 A group of pupils have also been trying to keep the railway garden under control and looking nice (no 
mean feat!) and have also been trying to grow food for the school kitchen in the allotment. We have eaten the 
broad beans which they had grown with our roast dinner.  Well done to them! 
 We did of course hold an important strategic meeting at the school where we were looking to involve all 
our stakeholders in making decisions about the school’s future.  See below for the results. 
 An exciting innovation which we will be launching next year (after training in the summer hols) is our 
radio station.  It’s a proper one!!  So watch this space and listen in.  If anyone in the village would like to 
contribute in any way to what we would like to be a community radio station please contact me. 
 So many wonderful things, the list goes on and on … I cannot mention them all … I am sorry to any 
member of staff or child if I have missed out anything important to them. 
  Hope you have had a lovely holiday and see you in September. 
 
Diana Cleaver 
 

Outcomes of strategic vision meeting 
Thank you to all the staff, pupils, parents and members of the community who turned up to our “strategic 
vision” meeting.  It was a very interesting night.  We brainstormed ideas to improve and extend the provision 
we give to our pupils and our community.  The top ten are listed below.  The other ideas are also recorded.  If 
you have any further ideas or want to contibture to others, please contact me or any member of staff. 
 
Top 10 
A balance of technology skills and experiences    19% 
More experimental learning, eg. trips, sport, plays, etc.   14% 
Unique learning involving fun and immersion in topics   12% 
QA laptop for every child        11% 
Using assets we already have to regenerate our school in terms of  
energy and environment        11% 
Having a variety in the curriculum with all subjects being equal eg 
sport as important as maths       11% 
To extend the school including community learning drawing on all 
village resources         9% 
School shop selling items made by the pupils sponsored by business 7% 
Real life problems Pupils voices to be heard     5% 
To learn thru community and communication shifts within populations 2% 
Continued over page 
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OUTCOMES OF STRATEGIC VISION MEETING 
GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL 

 
Other ideas in no order of preference: 
 
· Change the way we measure 
· Allow children to be children - more play 
· Maximum of 30 per class 
· Use the allotment for the pupils to grow food for the 

school 
· The community to have more contact with the 

children 
· More languages with world links 
· Self sufficiency 
· Swap shop with other schools 
· Make a wild life reserve 
· Install bee hives 
· Be green … recycle, reuse, reduce 
· Tennis Court 
· Swimming Pool 
· Walking bus 
· Top school - top grades 
· Introduce the paperless office 
· Businesses to subsidise school 
· Children on the leadership team 
· Install wind turbines 
· Making learning run 
· Make children more fun 
· Develop community business links 
· Develop use of video/dvd mail 
· Develop sporting excellence 
· Develop unique personal learning 
· Bring preschool education into school 
· Twin with another school to swap/share cultures 
· Extend school services with stronger links to 

community eg. health 
· Gender based classes 
· Virtual learning 
 
The leadership team will now discuss these and produce 
an action plan to implement them over a period of time. 

 
NEW BUS SERVICE TO CLACTON 

 
Malcolm, the usual bus driver for the No. 86 ‘once a 
week bus to Colchester’ is going to try to run a weekly 
service to Clacton Town Centre.  He hopes to start on 
Friday 4th September and see how it goes for a month. 
This is not connected with the transport questionnaire.  
The report is currently with the Essex CC. 
  
The time of leaving will be at 9.40am from De Vere 
Estate, calling at Black’s corner, the School and 
Aingers Green.  
 He will be dropping off passengers in Clacton 
Town Centre and if anyone requires it can take them on 
to the main Tesco Store at Little Clacton. 
 He will be leaving Tesco to come home at 
1.10pm and town centre approximately 1.30pm. 
 
The fare is Adult £2.00 single, £2.50 return 
Concession rate £1.00 with bus pass. 
 
This is a private venture and if he gets enough 
passengers he will be able to keep going, if not it  
will stop running. 
 
Any information please ring Malcolm from the Blue Bus 
Service 01255 475677. 
 

USE IT OR LOSE IT!! 

REPORTS OF POLICE INCIDENTS IN THE 
GREAT BENTLEY AREA 

FROM 1st July to 31st July 
 

All these incidents have been reported to the  
Great Bentley Parish Council 

 
Firearm seen 1 
Air weapon nuisance 1 
Suspicious Persons, Station Road 1 
Suspicious vehicle  1 
Nuisance vehicle, The Path 1 
Missing person 1 
Burglary other, offices, caravan  2 
Nuisance neighbour 1 
Alarm, The Green, St Mary’s Road 3 
Road Traffic Accident with injuries 2 
Criminal Damage Vehicle  1 
 
PCSO Sally Boyden, Thorpe Police Station, 
Landermere Road, Thorpe le Soken, CO16 OLQ 
Tel: 01255 862843: Mobile 07798602268 
The New 24 Hour non emergency number for  
Essex Police is 0300 333 4444 



SURGERY NEWS 
 

This month’s disease of the month is measles, which not so long ago would have seemed a 
very old-fashioned thing to write about. Fifteen years or so ago, it seemed that the disease 
was well under control. Take-up of the highly effective combined Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella (MMR) vaccination had been so high that the sort of measles epidemic seen in the 
middle of the twentieth century was thought to be a thing of the past. That was before flawed 
research, which has now been totally discredited, scared parents with the suggestion of a link 
between the vaccination and autism. 
 

This scare story led to quite a number of parents refusing to allow their children to have the MMR jab despite 
regular reassurance from the Department of Health that it was safe and by far the most effective protection 
against measles. The consequence is that we now almost certainly face a new epidemic. The number of cases 
being reported is rising rapidly and children are again at risk from this nasty disease which can leave 
permanent damage and even kill. 
 
So what is measles? I’ll scare you with some quotes from a Department of Health “Questions and Answers” 
sheet. 
 “Measles is caused by a very infectious virus. Nearly everyone who catches it will have a high fever, a 
rash and generally be unwell. Children often have to spend about five days in bed and could be off school for 
ten days. Adults are likely to be ill for longer. It is not possible to tell who will be seriously affected by measles. 
The complications of measles affect one in every 15 children. The complications include chest infections, fits, 
encephalitis (swelling of the brain), and brain damage. In very serious cases, measles kills.” 
 The sheet goes on to report that “Around 10% of cases of measles require hospital admission One in 
about every 5,000 children ill with measles is likely to die, and recent epidemics in industrialised countries 
having even higher rates.” 
 So it’s not nice and I certainly can’t see any reason for parents to take the risk of not having their 
children vaccinated. Unless 90% of children are vaccinated, what is delightfully termed “herd protection”, 
where so many people are immune that the disease cannot get a proper hold, doesn’t kick in. The chance of 
an epidemic occurring rises dramatically, putting many children at risk of permanent damage. The terrible thing 
is that parents who don’t get their own children vaccinated are inadvertently putting other children at risk too. 
 The good news is that there is now to be a “catch-up” programme intended to protect children who have 
missed out on the jab so far or who have so far had only one of the two doses needed for proper protection. If 
your child is invited to have a catch-up jab, please make sure that he or she actually has it. It could save a lot 
of suffering and anguish later. 
 With mixed feelings, I have a retirement to announce this month. Molly Starling, who has slaved away as 
a secretary here since the far off days of 1984 is finally throwing off her shackles after dealing with goodness 
knows how many letters and telephone calls – all in the cause of looking after you lot. 
 Molly started at the surgery when it was still squashed into what is now Bentley House, just about at the 
time that Dr Cavenagh arrived to make it a four doctor practice. No computers in those days of course. Molly 
and her colleagues used to type up the doctors’ consultations onto the little Lloyd George records cards that 
used to comprise most of everyone’s medical records. Dozens of sets of notes had to be pulled out each day 
so that the doctors could refresh their memories about people they were to see and so that they could write 
repeat prescriptions. They all had to be updated and filed away afterwards too. 
 I’m not sure that things are any easier now, but the job is certainly very different. Molly has been one of 
those stalwarts of the practice who have coped so brilliantly and uncomplainingly with all the quite amazing 
changes that have taken place in the last quarter of a century or so. 
 We are delighted of course that Molly will now have more time to enjoy her grandchildren and to go 
walking (with possibly a bit of gardening thrown in) instead of slaving over a hot computer keyboard. However, 
we are certainly going to miss her terribly. She has been a lovely person to have around - always cheerful, 
even when life has been giving her a hard time, and replacing her knowledge, experience and sound common 
sense will be a very difficult job. Hopefully, I will be able to tell you next month a bit about the person chosen to 
take her place. 
 
Have a long and happy retirement Molly! You deserve it. 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager 
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OCTOBER 
2nd Mothers’ Union outing to Long Melford 
5th Methodist Church Anniversary 
7th W.I.  AGM & Harvest Supper 
9th Youth Club, Methodist Hall, 7-9pm 
9th History Society, RNLI Harwich Lifeboats, Village Hall, 7.30pm 
11th RBL Table Top Sale in aid of Poppy Appeal, 2pm Tables £6. 
18th WEA  Trianon in the Community Concert (Choir & Orchestra), St Mary’s Church, 
21st Gardening Club, The horticultural year in Castle Park, Colchester, Yasmine Somers, Village Hall, 8pm 
22nd Evergreen Friendship Club, Village hall 
23rd Youth Club, Methodist Hall, 7-9pm 
31st Scout & Guide Halloween Disco 
 
NOVEMBER 
4th W.I. Mr Terry Rockall, History of Fingerprints and Crime Scenes, Village Hall 
6th Youth Club, Methodist Hall, 7-9pm 
8th Methodist Church   Autumn Fayre 
9th United Service of Remembrance, Methodist Church 
11th 2 Minutes silence at War Memorial 11am 
13th History Society, Roy Waters, Stand By Your Beds (National Service Days), Village Hall, 7.30pm 
18th Gardening Club, Colourful Winter Gardens, Mr S. Canham, Village Hall, 8pm 
20th Youth Club, Methodist Church, 7-9pm 
26th Evergreen Friendship Club, Village Hall 
29th Children’s Society Breakfast, Vestry Room, 9.00am 
 
DECEMBER 
2nd W.I.  Christmas party and entertainment 
5th Mothers’ Union Advent Supper, Vestry Room 
6/7th Christmas Tree Festival, St Mary’s Church 
6th RBL Christmas Social 
11th History Society Christmas Social 
13th RBL Band Concert, St Mary’s Church 
14th Carol Service, St Mary’s Church 
16th Gardening Club Christmas Social 
17th W.I. Group Carol Service 
24th Christingle Service, St Mary’s Church 
 
 
 

Village Parking 
 
I understand that at the last two Parish Council meetings a proposal being discussed was a limited time 
parking area through the village and along the front of the pharmacy and doctors.  I hope that this proposed 
first class improvement on parking includes permit parking when necessary for residents.  In keeping with 
many rural villages we have a serious problem with parking.  It seems that any suggestions from village people 
or the parish council is knocked back or totally ignored by the highways department.  I hope that some 
representation goes this time with the request for change.  Much of the availability of short time parking for 
shoppers and doctors visits is not possible due to selfish and thoughtless people a) those that park and travel 
to London for the day even though they live within a few minutes walking distance b) people that work at the 
various shops etc who park out front thus stopping potential customers and c) commercial vehicles whose 
drivers seem to think that Great Bentley is the ok place to park (especially a red van that seems to have taken 
root in the worst area). 
 I hope that the Parish Council Chairman and the County and District Councillors unite in this (not 
request) demand for improvements in our very active and busy village.  How about the shopkeepers, the 
postmaster and the doctors making their support known and joining the Parish Council in this effort. 
 One project has been completed with the railings outside Tescos.  I am afraid any improvements 
expected were dashed within hours.  However, a good thing is vehicles cannot now mount the pavement 
amongst shoppers and small children cannot now dash into the road. 
 One final point – why are we not on the back of traffic wardens every day to monitor people who park on 
double lines?  I understand that more lines are imminent.  A waste of paint if the wardens are not here!!  The 
last figures available are that Great Bentley had about 80 or so tickets issued for parking since the scheme 
started which amounts to approximately 2 per month!!!! 
 
Michael Dorling 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  
 

Protection against burglaries 
More than 900,000 burglaries take place in Britain 
each year.  That is one in every 25 homes.  Until you 
have been burgled, it is difficult to imagine just how 
unpleasant it is.  Your personal things are rifled, your 
valuable possessions stolen, and your peace of mind 
shattered.  But it doesn’t have to happen.  Taking 
simple precautions does work.  Here’s why: 
Most burglars are not highly skilled professionals.   
They are looking for easy pickings … an empty house, 
an unlocked window, a door without a proper 
deadlock.  Thieves can be stopped.   
They don’t like locked windows .   
Breaking glass makes a noise and attracts attention.  
If the window is properly locked, they won’t be able to 
open it, even after breaking the glass.  Which means 
they would have to climb through jagged glass to get 
in. 
They don’t like doors with security deadlocks 
It’s more difficult to get in.  These locks cannot be 
opened without a key.  That means the burglar can’t 
just break a pane of glass in the door and reach in to 
undo the catch. 
The effects of sensible precautions add up 
Using good locks on all your doors and windows, 
marking your valuable items, making use of 
Neighbourhood Watch information … all these things 
work. 
 
It’s a fact that thieves try to reduce their risks by going 
for easy targets.  So make your home so difficult to get 
into that they will go elsewhere.  It needn’t cost a 
fortune either.  Even a few pounds spent wisely is 
money well spent.  There is a wide range of locks 
available to fit all types of windows (casement, 
fanlights, sash and even metal frames), and doors 
(mortice locks which fit into the door, and rim locks 
which are screwed onto the door, if the door is on the 
thin side).  On back doors, fit deadbolts or mortice 
bolts.  Patio doors are very much at risk.  Special 
security locks can be fitted top and bottom and ideally, 
fit anti-lift devices to stop them being lifted off the rails.  
If you can’t afford locks for all your windows and 
doors, why not secure the most vulnerable points first?  
At least it’s a step in the right direction. 
 
Buildings and Contents Insurance 
Most insurance companies ask if you are a 
Neighbourhood Watch member when applying for 
cover, to enable you to qualify for a discount.  To 
clarify the situation, all Great Bentley residents within 
the Good Neighbours Scheme can answer “yes” to 
this question, as Neighbourhood Watch is 
incorporated in Good Neighbours.  Every little helps!  
If you have a claim and the insurance company wants 
proof of your membership, ask them to contact me, or 
Calvin Heal, our Crime Reduction Officer on 01255 
254020 for confirmation. 
 
 

Email Virus 
An email is apparently circulating, with the heading 
“You have visited illegal websites”.  DO NOT OPEN 
THIS EMAIL.  It contains a virus that may harm your 
computer. 
 
Strangers at the door 
A Clacton lady recently had a caller who stated there 
was a subsidence in the road and could he come in 
to check her light switches.  Sensibly she sent him 
packing.  Don’t forget - always ask for confirmation 
of identity before letting anyone in.  They could be 
trying to con their way into your home. 
 
Itinerant roofers and alarm company 
Another Clacton resident reported that some men 
called at the house and said “the roof needed 
repairing and that they had done some work for a 
neighbour”.  Unfortunately he took them at their 
word, and the men spent an hour on the roof 
“repairing” it and then charged over £200.  I wish I 
could get that hourly rate!!  So beware - the roofers 
are back, although their van advertises UPVC 
replacement. 
 Similarly Calvin Heal advises that our “old 
friends” the home security alarm company is back in 
the area, trying to sell inferior quality alarm systems 
at vastly inflated prices.  They claim the system is 
monitored, but the police will never respond to one of 
their alarms.  Apparently they are offering a carrot 
this time - a UV pen.  Wow, an offer you can’t 
refuse!!  Remember, best advice is to contact local 
tradesmen if you require work done on your home, 
and get estimates. 
 
Bogus lottery wins 
Yet another example of someone trying to obtain 
bank details.  Gary Smith of Plough Road, showed 
me a letter his wife had received from “Euromillions 
International Lotto Board”, stating she had won a 
prize of one million euros, despite never having 
bought a ticket!  The letter came from Spain, asking 
for the usual information - bank and personal details.  
It is so full of spelling mistakes and bad grammar, 
that it is obviously a fake, even though there may be 
a lottery in that name.  Needless to say, Mrs Smith 
ignored it.  So, no apologies for repeating this - don’t 
be tempted: don’t respond to any such letters that 
you know nothing of.  It’s your money they are after! 
 
Paul Manwaring 
NHW Coordinator 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

SHOE BOX APPEAL  
 

Here we go again thinking about Christmas in the 
month of August although I’ve been collecting since 
the January sales.  The residents of Great Bentley, 
Thorrington, Frating and our friends in Brightlingsea 
have been filling shoe boxes to send to needy 
children in Eastern Europe since 1999.  Since then 
we have sent almost THREE THOUSAND BOXES.  
Thank you all for this wonderful achievement. 
 From the beginning of September posters will 
be displayed and information leaflets available from 
the Post Office, Parish Church and the Methodist 
Church. 
 It is sometimes difficult to think of items for the 
older boys, so here are a few suggestions. 
 
Box of dominos, kit to make up a car, boat or plane. 
A pack of playing cards, shaker and dice, small 
game, school maths set, table tennis bat and ball. 
 
The majority of boxes are done in primary schools 
and the children there identify with their own age 
group.  Consequently there is always a shortage of 
boxes for the 10-14 age group, therefore an appeal 
for boxes for the older children PLEASE. 
 
Have fun buying and filling your box. 
 
Maida S. Brown 
(Tel: 252287) 

THE PATH TO HAPPINESS  
 
APOLOGIES, in advance, to those readers who might not 
have too much interest in cricket.  But as a sports journalist, 
it's easier for me to report on my latest exploits in Bentley 
colours (and with my deadline fast approaching it's the only 
material I can quickly call upon!). At the start of August, we 
welcomed fellow strugglers Great Braxted & Tiptree to The 
Green. They arrived with only nine players, hopeful their other 
member would turn up in time to bat but, thanks to a fine five-
wicket burst from Andy Burbidge, we had them in lots of 
trouble at 60-6. I was then given the chance to have a bowl, 
into the wind from the Road End, and was quite accurate, 
conceding just six runs from four overs (including my first 
maiden!). Nathan came back at the Pavilion End and took a 
deserved wicket with his first ball to leave us needing just one 
more to end the innings, as GB&T's last man was still en route. 
And I was delighted to provide it with the first ball of my fifth 
over, hitting the stumps to claim my first wicket for the club. It 
was timely too as we returned to the pavilion just as GB&T's 
missing man pulled up to park. Another five minutes and he 
might have had a chance to bat! As it was, we were left to 
chase just 83 for a much-needed victory and I was happy to 
pick up the scorer's pencil and look on as our opening duo 
Pete and Joe knocked off the runs with little fuss. 
 A quick pint with five-wicket hero Andy and I was home 
nice and early to enjoy the late evening sunshine in the 
garden, where I had finished laying a new patio a week or so 
earlier.  But it's hard not to think that the nights will soon be 
drawing in and we'll be back to coming home from work in the 
dark. Not a nice thought after enjoying the lighter moments 
around the village (when the weather has allowed) this 
summer. Talking of which, it was a glorious sunny day when 
we headed down the road to take on title-chasing St Osyth. A 
lot of minds were on the Olympics (Team GB was in the 
middle of winning a whole bunch of medals over that 
weekend) and the opening day of the new Premier League 
season. Mine, however, was wandering to news of heavy 
traffic on the M25 which was holding up a certain journey to 
Heathrow. Down to bat at no.3, I was on the phone to an 
uncle, trying to get him to look up the travel news on the 
internet and relay a message to my damsel in distress when I 
had to suddenly hang up, due to the fall of a very early wicket. 
Plenty of time to build an innings I thought, as our captain had 
requested before play began, as I stood at the non-striker's 
end and saw Darren edge one behind.  0 for 2 after only seven 
balls of our 45 overs. We were in trouble. Young Danny joined 
me in the middle and my sage advice to him was to be patient, 
play himself in and don't worry about scoring too many runs 
just yet.  At the 10-over mark we had taken the score along to 
16 for 2 as we concentrated on mere survival, but then the 
opening bowlers went off and we managed to get the 
scoreboard moving a bit more.  Danny played a glorious shot 
through the covers for four and I managed to pick on one 
particular bowler to find the boundary a few times as we took 
our partnership to 65 after 20 overs. But then disaster struck.   
 St Osyth made another bowling change and the leg-
spinner in question held on to a diving return catch to end 
Danny's brave innings. There was still a long way to go, 
though, and I was looking forward to the impending drinks 
break as I was gasping for some liquids.  Sadly, a lapse in 
concentration meant I followed Danny back to the pavilion just 
two balls later, after edging to slip. Seven runs away from a 
maiden 50. Oh well.  And, to make matters worse, we suffered 
what I have since discovered a "Bentley collapse" as wickets 
tumbled in quick succession to leave us 82 for nine. Seven 
wickets had gone for just 17 runs. Rupert and Andy saved 
some face with a decent last-wicket stand to lift us to 121 but 
we had failed to see out our overs, giving St Osyth extra time 
to chase the small total.  Not that they needed any further 
help, mind you.   
 

After watching the men's 100m world record go during tea, I 
was asked to open the bowling. Gulp.  I'm hardly the quickest 
nowadays, but tried to bowl as accurately as possible.  A few 
short deliveries were dispatched to the leg-side boundary but 
Danny had success at the other end. Unfortunately he was 
unable to hold on to a steepling catch when I thought I was 
going to claim my second wicket for the club, but it would have 

made little difference to the outcome. I got 
through nine overs, registering another 
maiden and conceding just under four 
runs per over (33), without reward before 
Mark came on as my replacement and 
struck almost immediately! Where's the 
justice eh?  Andy picked up two more 
wickets at the other end but St Osyth 
wrapped up victory soon after.  Three 
games to go, hopefully we can end on a 
bit of a high. 
 
LEE POWER 
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������� Great Bentley Pre-school 
 

Welcome back.  I hope you have all enjoyed a well earned break.  I would like to say hello to 
our new children, Alfie, Matthew, Narelle, Charlie, Thomas, Georgia, Charlotte, George, 
Isabelle, Courtney, Jay, Jacob, Nathaniel, Megan, Ellie, Abbie and Katie.  We hope that you 
and your parents have a fun and happy time at Pre-school. 
 Lots happening this month, firstly our theme for the next 6 weeks is ‘Under the Sea’, 

we will be learning about numeracy when making crabs, fish plates, sand pictures and other exciting craft activities.  
We will be listening and responding to music and dance and experimenting with cooking activities.  Our home corner 
will be turned into a sea based theme for children to explore with their imaginations and develop social skills.  Our 
boards will be decorated with the children’s work so come in and have a look! 
 I have also registered the Pre-school with the Barnardo’s toddle and we will be walking around the green on 
Wednesday 17th September (Weather permitting).  The children will be having a picnic on the green and then parents 
and carers can participate in this worthy cause, so please make sure you have your sponsor forms all filled out, every 
little really does help!! 
 My new website has been up and running for a couple of weeks now, I hope you get the chance to log on and 
have a look, this new fully interactive site can be found on www.greatbentleypreschool.co.uk.  Features include: 
parents forum, downloadable registration forms and welcome packs, direct links to your child’s key person, Allison’s 
blog which includes up to date information about events and news, links to other sites, contacts and lots lots more.  
Please let me know what you think!! 
 Our new Pre-school photographer will be visiting us during the October half term, I have booked Georgina, 
(Button Portraits) for a whole day, where you will be invited to have your children (Primary school or Pre-school) 
photographed.  These pictures will make ideal Christmas presents and Georgina has a good range of packages to 
suit everyone. If anybody in the village would like to book a slot and take advantage of this opportunity, please contact 
me on the number below. 
 Diane has re-submitted her original assignment and has now achieved a distinction, well done!! 
I would like to also announce that Julie Wiles has taken up the position of Supervisor within the group.  Julie will work 
directly with the Deputy Manager Carrie to deliver a full planned, curriculum within the sessions.  Both myself and 
Carrie would like to wish Julie well in her new position and hope that everybody supports her as she grows within the 
Pre-school.  
 I have already begun taking names for September 2009, please pop in and see what changes we have made 
and put your child’s name down to avoid disappointment.  
And finally thank you all for the presents, kind words, cards and donations at the end of the summer term.  We were 
quite overwhelmed by the kindness that parents and carers have shown.  The money that was kindly donated was 
spent on new musical instruments for the children to use and I am sure that they will have hours of enjoyment. So 
thank you all so much. 
Allison Hunt,  New Owner and Manager, Mobile Number   07522572303    Hall Number 01206 251603 
 

 
Royal British Legion 

 
This month’s activity included an appearance at the Thorrington Fun Day by two members to raise awareness of the 
Legion’s work and a very pleasant afternoon was spent in the sunshine with two new members recruited and some 
40’s dance tickets sold which leads me nicely on to the dance on the 6th September in the village hall.  Although the 
theme is the 40’s the music supplied by the Sweeting Swing Band does not stay in that era but comes up through the 
ages including some good old rock and roll.  We need support at this dance, live bands are not cheap and are 
becoming rare in Great Bentley hence the cost of £9 per ticket. A mid evening buffet is included but bring your own 
drink.  This evening is not restricted to the over 60’s!!!! !!   Tickets are available from branch committee members. 
The remembrance time of the year is only a couple of months away and your local branch needs to know from any 
persons or groups that need a wreath ordering, orders go to Dennis Curry.  We are also in need of collectors for the 
poppy appeal – without them there will be no income.  Dennis would like to hear from you if you can help in any small 
way.  Please note we also cover Tendring and Thorrington in our collection areas.  The fourteen day collection period 
is the most important time of the year for the British Legion so do please try to help. 
We have recently been given permission by the Parish Council to have a tea tent on the Green on Remembrance 
Sunday following last year’s success. 
Watch out for Autumn Raffle details in the next edition of the Parish News.  To date we have over twenty prizes with 
the top prize worth £150. 
 At the time of writing our Chairman Dennis Curry is making slow but sure progress with his recovery in the 
hospital.  A home visit is planned this week after which he will return to hospital for a short while before a permanent 
return home. 
 
Michael Dorling, Vice Chairman      Tel: 250 799 
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GBYFC AGM 
So here we are again on the cusp of a new season 
and it is another very interesting one for us at 
GBYFC.  We will have 8 teams competing this year in 
the CDYFL which is brilliant as the progression that 
we have made has been excellent.  This does 
present us with a number of issues, not least, the 
amount of work that the club committee puts into 
making sure that the club runs as effectively as 
possible. I would like to thank all of the committee for 
their efforts over the past year and hope that this is 
good enough to get their commitment for another 
year! 
 At our AGM we added some new members to 
our committee to strengthen it and to get a broader 
amount of input into the club.  We have asked Shaun 
Cardy and Ray McNama to join us so we have 
representation from all age groups – this will be vital 
as the club grows.  Also, Frank Lally will be joining us 
as fixture secretary which again is very much needed 
for us.  Finally, Dan Hurrell will join us so that we 
generate more of a club ethos with the seniors.  In 
fact on that front my comment about 8 teams is 
incorrect we have 11 teams from the first XI to the 
under 8’s playing for Great Bentley Football Club 
which for a village of this size is absolutely 
astounding.  There is great commitment from both 
committees to make the club work closer all round. 
 

Winter Training 
We are trying to sort out training facilities for the 
winter months which is proving to be very tricky as 
there are only limited spaces available at places 
where floodlights and all weather pitches are 
available. We are looking at what we can best 
achieve with what is available to us so we may have 
to be a little creative.  The result may be that we have 
to change the day or time of training, however, we 
are working through this and are trying to get 
something sorted that won’t impact anything.   
 I’m really looking forward to the new season 
and expect that you’ll see a great 
progression again with the children.  I 
am stressing to everyone involved in 
the club that we can’t loose sight of the 
fact that we all do this so that loads of 
children can play football with their 
friends and enjoy themselves.  If we 
can achieve that it will be a great 
result, if we can do it whilst getting into 
winning ways that will be even better. 
Scott Young 

FIRST TEAM. FRIENDLIES: 
Sat 26 July  H  Bradfield Rovers 3-0 D.Wild, K.Young 2 
Sat 2 Aug  H  Holland F.C.  6-1 J.Rule, K.Young 3,  
   o.g., A.Simons 
Sat 9 Aug  A  Newham United   1-3 M.Smith 
Tue 12 Aug  H  Clacton United 0-3 
 
BORDER LEAGUE, PREMIER DIVISION; 
Sat 16 Aug  H  Earls Colne 0-2 
Sat 23 Aug  A  Gas Recreation  3-2 o.g.,  
   J.Murray, A.Simons 
Sat 30 Aug  A  White Notley 
Sat 6 Sept  H  Glemsford & Cav Utd K.O.Cup, Rd 1 
Sat 13 Sept  A  Hatfield Peverel 
Sat 20 Sept  H  University Of Essex 
Sat 27 Sept  A  West Bergholt 
 
RESERVES. FRIENDLIES: 
Wed 30 Jul  H  Boxted Lodgers Res 1-0 o.g. 
Wed 6 Aug  H  Mersea Island Res 1-3 N.French 
Mon 11 Aug A  Bradfield Rov Res  3-0 M.Lace 2, T.Jack 
Thu 14 Aug  H  VM’s 1-2 A.Searles 
 
BORDER LEAGUE. RESERVE PREMIER DIVISION: 
Sat 16 Aug  A  Gas Recreation Res  2-6 A.Portbury,  
   J.Springall 
Sat 23 Aug  H  Earls Colne Res 1-3 M.Lace 
Sat 30 Aug  A  Alresford C R Res  
   Tommy Thompson Cup, Prem Rd 
Sat 6 Sept  A  Coggeshall Town Res Reserve  
   K.O. Cup Prem Rd 
Sat 13 Sept  H  University Of Ess Res 
Sat 20 Sept  A  West Bergholt Res 
Sat 27 Sept  H  Clare Town Res 
 
A TEAM. FRIENDLIES: 
Sat 9 Aug  H  Colchester Athletic 1-3 T.Doyle 
Sat 16 Aug  H  Stoke-by-Nayland 0-1 
Sat 23 Aug  H  Colchester Hotspurs 1-1 J.Goodwin 
Tue 26 Aug  H  VM’s 
Sat 30 Aug  H  St Ives 
 
COLCHESTER & EAST ESSEX LEAGUE, DIVISION 2 
Sat 6 Sept  H  Nayland Rangers 
Sat 13 Sept  A  Mistley United A 
Sat 20 Sept  H  Feering United 

 
 
 

BRIAN HARDING: 
A minutes silence was observed before the first league game against Earls Colne in memory of Brian Harding. Brian began playing 
for Great Bentley in the mid 1960’s, and quickly established himself at inside forward for the 1st XI. His play-making skills were a 
major part of the team until he hung up his boots in the early 80’s. Throughout his time at the club, Brian took an active role behind 
the scenes. He was fixture secretary for a number of seasons, as well as entertainments officer and, for many years, was responsi-
ble for cleaning the changing-rooms. In more recent times, he provided great entertainment with his highly enjoyable quiz nights. 
"Snake" was the most easy-going and likeable of characters. He will be sorely missed by the village of Great Bentley. 

200 CLUB DRAW: 
June Winners: 1st Prize, £50, M.Gourley;  
2nd Prize, £25, B.Tricker; 3rd Prize £20, C.Gosling. 
July Winners: 1st Prize, £50, Alf Coles;  
2nd Prize, £20, P.Beach; 3rd Prize, £10, J.Wilson 
 
Due to a reduction in participants, I have had to reduce the prize 
money for second and third place. I am confident that I will be 
able to make up the numbers by the end of the year. Many 
thanks for your support. 
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Many of us have to leave our properties empty for 
several hours a day, during which they are often very 
vulnerable to burglar attacks.  This is because there 
are certain signs that an empty property give off.  
Listed below are a number of remedies to this 
situation. 
 Leave lights on when you go out.  Timers can be 
employed to randomly switch the lights on and off.  It’s 
best not to stick to a set pattern.  Remember, never 
just leave the hallway light on!  How many of us 
actually spend an evening in the hallway? 
 A timer can also be used to switch a radio on 
and off randomly.  Noise coming from your house may 
just be enough to put a burglar off. 
 Ask a trusted neighbour to keep a lookout for 
anything suspicious.  They may also be willing to push 
the newspapers through your letterbox for you. 
 Do not leave notes for the milkman indicating 
your times away from the property.  A burglar can 
surely use this information. 
 Each time you leave, even for a short time, set 
an alarm if possible, lock all doors and windows.  Lock 
any side gates and store all your garden equipment 
away in a  shed. 
 Keep your vehicle in a garage where possible.  
This way, a burglar will not know whether you are in or 
out.  If you do not have a garage, try to vary the times 
that you leave the vehicle on display.  It may be 
possible to ask a neighbour to park their vehicle on 
your driveway whilst you are away. 
 Keep the outside of your property nice and tidy 
and well maintained.  This gives the impression that 
someone cares about it and dissuades the burglar’s 
notion that it is an easy target. 
 Do not leave your vehicle keys by the front door 
or even near an open window, burglars are now 
starting to target just the household vehicle.  Having 
the keys makes it easier for the burglar to steal the 
vehicle.  At night place your car keys in a secure area, 
in a cupboard or a drawer, do the same during the day 
if you are out and you have left your vehicle. 
 Keep an eye on your neighbour’s property. 
 
REMEMBER, IF YOU SEE SOMETHING 
SUSPICIOUS, CALL THE POLICE 
 
Information supplied by PC 2176 Heard and 
PCSO 71678 Boyden 

 
 

Date for Great Bentley Beat  
Surgery for September 

 
Tuesday 2nd September,  

11.00am to 12.00pm 

Methodist Church 

POLICE NEWS 
 

   

WE WELCOME……. 
We welcome new residents and families to; Rowan Close, 
Kenovara on Thorrington Road, to No.4,The Green and 
finally Byanda, Weeley Road.  We hope you enjoy living in 
Great Bentley. 
 
We also welcome a new shop in Great Bentley, Stobbs 
Food Hall and all of the new staff in the various 
departments. (See Cookery Notes).  When a village loses 
a shop it is virtually unheard of for it to be replaced.  How 
lucky we are.  

RELOCATION……. 
Good luck in your new home Bob and Chrissie Plummer. 
 
ORCHARD TEA ROOM 
 
We welcome you to visit The Orchard Tea 
Room.  Following on from the success and 
popularity of our own farm baked cakes using 
only the fruits from our orchard the next 
logical step was to open a tea room. 
 This realises a long held dream for 
Rosemary and by running the tea room 
ensures that it is still the family run farm it has always 
been. 
 As this is a new venture, to start off we will just 
serve beverages, cakes and light snacks and then as we 
get used to everything a more diverse menu will be 
gradually introduced, so please bear with us until we find 
our feet. 
 We hope you are as delighted with the tea room as 
we are and we look forward to seeing you.   
See advert page U, Park Fruit Farm  

 
NEW ADVERTISERS 

As you may have noticed, our advertising pages are full to 
the brim.  To accommodate new businesses we have 
restricted more recent ads to the smallest size, so please 
take a look at page 36 (and below) and indeed at the 
index of advertisers which is bulging at the seams.  At the 
end of October I will be sourcing 2009 advertisers but 
obviously our present businesses will get priority.  Thank 
you to the advertisers who support the magazine 
financially and to you the readers for supporting the 
businesses.  
 
 
 
 

Don’t Order A Skip Until 
You Have Spoken To 

MR CLEAR IT 
We can offer a fast, friendly, and 

reliable service.  All types of rubbish 
cleared.  Garden waste, builders 

debris, old cookers, 3 piece suites, 
beds, any scrap metal etc. 

Any rubbish cleared 

If you are clearing out, 
we will clear up. 
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Ring: 07957 916003 



 

 
  

DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 
 Sat  30th August GREAT BENTLEY SHOW  

 Sun 31st August OPEN DAY AT HOWLANDS MARSH RESERVE, p. 16 

 Mon 1st  BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS, Pantomime read through, p. 7 

 Tues 2nd BENTLEY BEAT SURGERY, 11-12 noon, Methodist Church, p. 35 

 Tues 2nd W.I. Making of Corn Dollies, 8pm, Village Hall, p. 23 

 Wed 3rd BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm 

 Thurs 4th MOTHERS’ UNION, 1.45pm, Vestry Room, p. 2 

 Thurs 4th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 4-6pm 

 Thurs 4th  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 Sat 6/Sun 7th ST MARY’S CHURCH, FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXH, p 6 & 15 

 Sat 6th  RBL 40’s DANCE, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 33 

 Mon 8th BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS, Auditions, Vestry Room, 7.30, p. 7 

 Tues 9th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 8-10am 

 Tues 9th MOBILE POLICE UNIT,  9.30-10.30, Outside Plough Inn 

 Tues 9th ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23 

 Thurs 11th YOUTH CLUB, Methodist Church, p. 6 

 Thurs 11th HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 23 

 Fri 12th MAGAZINE DEADLINE, , p. 18 

 Sat 13th SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE, p. 4 

 Sat 13th CHARITY FUNDRAISER in Memory of Hollie Bell, V. Hall, p. 15 

 Sat 13th COUNTRY BARN DANCE, Coppice Farm, p. 18 

 Tues 16th GARDENING CLUB, Autumn Show & AGM, 7 for 7.45pm, p. 23 

 Wed 17th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 10-12 noon 

 Wed 17th TAI CHI Beginner Course starts, p. 11 

 Thurs 18th FRIENDS OF GT BENTLEY SCHOOL AGM, School Hall, p. 23 

 Sun 21st GARDENING CLUB OUTING to RHS Hyde Hall, p. 15 

 Mon 22nd BLOOD DONORS, Brightlingsea, p. 18 

 Tues 23rd MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 9.30-10.30am, Outside Plough Inn 

 Tues 23rd ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23 

 Wed 24th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, 10-12 noon 

 Wed 24th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Harvest Festival & Social, p.23 

 Thurs 25th BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, p. 4 

 Thurs 25th GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH CLUB, Methodist Hall, p. 6 

 Fri 26th MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9.30am 

 Fri 26th WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING, Village Hall, 10-12 pm 

 Sat 27th JUMBLE SALE, Stroke Association, 85 Frinton Rd, Holland, p. 26 

 Sun 28th HARVEST LUNCH, Vestry Room, 12 noon, see p. 11 

 Mon 29th WEA TALKS BEGIN, See p. 28 

 Tues 30th AUTUMN SALE, Seven Rivers Cheshire Home, p. 16 

 Tues 30th ART CLUB, Village Hall, p. 23 


