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DISCLAIMER  

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, 
nor the Editor take responsibility for the information given or 
views expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any 

 2008 

EDITORIAL 

 

FRONT COVER  

 

Christmas Tree 
Recycling 

 

 

 

  Although we have had a surfeit of rain (See problems facing a 
21st Century Noah on page 32) the mild spells of weather have 
certainly brought on some very early flowers.  Our first daffodil was fully 
out by 15th January and I have seen crocus, primrose, snowdrop, 
camellia and various other spring flowers blooming around the village.  
It is hoped to hold an exhibition in April to highlight environmental 
issues and if you have any ideas for displays or are willing to help, then 
Rita Coles a member of the Conservation Group would love to hear 
from you.  You can contact her on 01206 251506.  The group consist of 
a small band of people trying to preserve our natural heritage and raise 
awareness of our local environment amongst all age groups.  Recently 
they have organised the Christmas tree recycling, a visit to EWD and 
Coffee Morning in aid of the Atthill Dolls and have a talk organised for 
March.  All these events have reports in this monthôs magazine.   
 It was disappointing to hear that many of you missed the 
information regarding the proposed O2 mast in the January magazine.  
The map took up ½ page so the Parish Councillors hoped that you 
might spot it!! The Parish Council received much damaging publicity 
following the last mast proposal and anxious to avoid another furore 
they have organised a leaflet drop to every home.  An informal meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday 26th January at the Methodist Church 
(lots of you will receive this magazine in time to remind you I am sure) 
and as they have made every effort to seek your views please return 
their form.  There are spare copies at the Resource Centre and these 
must be returned by 31st January. 
 I was fortunate to be one of ten Conservation Group members 
who were able to visit the recycling plant at Brightlingsea.  I have 
always been a little sceptical about whether or not our kerbside 
collections are separated and processed but I need not have worried 
and neither should you.  It was absolutely fantastic and as a family run 
business you realised that everyone was pulling together to make this 
such a huge success.  Enthusiasm was boundless and attention to 
detail second to none.  We have a report on page 31, and hope to 
follow this next month with more relevant information.   
 Our front cover proudly announces that the village community 
produces this magazine.  I feel that it is important that you understand 
that this is not typed, printed, collated and stapled by a professional 
printer but through hard graft by a large number of volunteers.  Thanks 
to everyone involved in this mammoth task.  
 The February Gardening Club meeting will be an illustrated talk 
to help prepare for entering flowers/vegetables in shows.  Visitors are 
very welcome.  The craft section for this yearôs Great Bentley Show is 
on page 28.  Please get cracking and have a go!  
 Hereôs hoping for drier weather and the arrival of spring, 
 
Mary Maskell 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE EARLY DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH   
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The Monthly Letter 

 February 2008 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH  2008  MAGAZINE 

Monday  11th February  2008  (please note early deadline) 

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green, 250524 

Please mark all material  - ñParish Magazineò 

EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED 

e-mail:  carole@pncallington.co.uk 

 

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
Davidôs Deliberations 
 

A diary  
 

Do you keep a diary? Dates for future events and places to visit. To some people holiday dates are the most 

important. Birthdays to record not to be missed. Anniversaries are also special occasions that sometimes need 

to be planned in advance. Or are you a person who records personal moments of the day to enable you to look 

back over the years. 

 

We should be grateful to people like Anne Frank, John Wesley and Samuel Pepys whose diaries are so full of 

history and personal developments in their lives. 

 

John Mill a Scottish minister wrote in his diary about Bonnie Prince Charlie who was trying to take over the 

royal throne, also about the French Revolution and the American War of Independence. He lived at the time 

when the pressgangs operated. He also noted events of the day like Captain Cooks discovery of Australia, so 

you could say he lived in a changing world. One of his entries in his diary reads, ñIn all this fast changing world 

to serve and follow Jesus Christ is the most important thing in my life.ò This sentence is echoed in other 

peopleôs diaries like John Wesley who realised the state of the people in the towns and cities who had very little 

and who lived in poverty and so he records the many thousand miles he travelled on horse back to spread the 

gospel. 

 

A similar person called Vincent had a passion for ministry which led him to the Belgian coalfields where he 

preached to miners, tended the injured, fed the hungry and earned a place in the peopleôs hearts. His church was 

filled to capacity with those eager to learn about Jesus. But his superiors werenôt happy because Vincent wore 

cast ï offs, lived in a shack and gave his salary to the people. óYou look worse than the people you came to 

teachô they said and sacked him. 

 

I wonder what people will read in our diaries of what we have done when we are gone. 

 

Pastor David 



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT 

BENTLEY DURING FEBRUARY 2008  
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

 ST MARYôS CHURCH 

SEEKERS  
Every Monday during term time -  
Church Vestry Room  3.30 - 4.30pm 

BELL RINGING PRACTICE -   
Every Monday - 7.30pm 

CHOIR PRACTICE  -  Every Thursday 7.30pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  - 1st and 3rd Sunday during term 
    time  9.30am - 10.30am 

 
 
SUN. 3RD     SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT - 

CANDLEMAS  

  8.00am Holy Communion 

  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 

Mon. 4th  2.30pm  Contemplative Prayer Group -  

   Windsor, Clacton Rd., Thorrington 

Tue 5th 10.30pm Churches Together in the   

    Vicarage 

WED 6TH   ASH WEDNESDAY 

  10.00am Morning Prayer and Litany 

 2.15pm Bentley Bears 

 7.30pm Solemn Eucharist 

Thur. 7th 7.30pm Mothers Union AGM at 33, Larkfield  

    Road 

SUN 10TH  LENT 1   
  8.00am Holy Communion 

  9.30am All Age Word and Worship Service 

Mon. 11th    7.30pm Ecumenical Lent Study Group Meets 

    in the Methodist Church 

Tue 12th 7.30pm Deanery Synod in the Vestry Room 

Wed 13th  10.00am Holy Communion 

SUN 17TH    LENT 2 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

  9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 

Mon. 18th    7.30pm Ecumenical Lent Study Group Meets 

    in the Methodist Church 

Wed 20th  10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 23rd All Day ñTransforming Worshipò - Episcopal  

    Area Conference at Coggeshall 

SUN 24th LENT 3 

  8.00am Holy Communion by extension 

  9.30am All Age Word & Worship Service 

Mon. 25th    7.30pm Ecumenical Lent Study Group Meets 

    in the Methodist Church 

Wed 27th  10.00am Morning Prayer 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to worship with us during February.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 

February 3
rd

  Maddie Whittle      

February 10
th

   Rev Ray Thompson 

February 17
th

  Ann Scott 

February 24
th

    Pastor David Bavister  

 

EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

Prayer Breakfast 9
th

 February 8.15  
Join us for prayer and start the day right with God 
 
Coffee Mornings in 2007  
We have been supported very generously by village folk  
during the year and have raised £1205 for charity.  
Charities we have been able to support are:- Leonard  
Cheshire homes, Support Dogs for the disabled,  
Parkinsons Disease Society, Shelter in Colchester,  
Soup Run Clacton etc.  

Our next Coffee morning will be on  
Friday February 1

st
 10am to 12 noon.  

Look forward to seeing you, Cakes, Raffle etc 

C:A:M:E:O is back after a break in January. On  
Monday 4

th
 February at 6.30pm we shall watch a DVD  

of the Shoebox Appeal work to see where the shoeboxes  
are taken. Afterwards we shall enjoy pancakes.  

Luncheon Club 5
th
 & 19

th
 February 

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club  
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see 
 if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit 
 yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged  
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 
 
Each week the following events are held at our  

Church ring these numbers for more information 

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 

Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 

Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  



SIDESPERSONôS ROTA 
 

Sunday 3rd February  -  Candlemas 

Sidespersons Judith & Peter Clayton 

Intercessions Myrtle Clayton 

 

Wednesday 6th February -  Ash Wednesday 

Sidesperson  Myrtle Clayton 

 

Sunday 10th February - Lent 1 

Sidespersons Rita & Alan Coles 

   (Mandy Miles to read) 

Sunday 17th February - Lent 2 

Sidespersons Sybil & Dennis Curry 

Intercessions Penny Metcalfe 

 

Sunday 24th February - Lent 3 

Sidespersons Maria & Jessica Pagram 

 

 

COFFEE ROTA  

 
 
3rd Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles 

10th Hilary & Ben Harris 

17th Pat & Luke Berriman 

24th Bev Adams 

 

 

 

CLEANING ROTA  

 
2nd Olive Wright/Chris Aplin 

9th John & Jennie Moss 

16th Angela Wright 

23rd Sylvia Adams/Dreena Williamson 

ST MARYõS CHURCH 

ROTAS FOR  

FEBRUARY 2008  

FUNERALS 

11th January  

Kathleen Stella Elsie Sharp 

14th January  

  Lilian Hannah Fincham 

  21st January  

  David Goodman 

4 

 

MOTHERS UNION 
 

We begin this month with our AGM on Thursday 7th 
February at my home, 33 Larkfield Road at 7.30pm. 
 
Please let me know beforehand of any matter you would 
like to discuss. 
 
On Wednesday 20th February during the 10am service 
of Holy Communion prayers will be offered for the 
dioceses of St Johns in Southern Africa; Busoga in 
Uganda, and Bradford in our own country. 
 
Please make a special note of our spring time Deanery 
Quiet Time which will take place in Walton parish church 
on Monday 17th March, led by Revôd Tim Fletcher.  
These times together are always valuable. 
 
Coffee from 10.30am.   Quiet Time from 11am, finishing 
at 2.00pm after a break for lunch and a celebration of 
Holy Communion. 
 
N.B. Thank you for your 2008 subs. 
 
Myrtle Clayton 
250725 
 
 

 

GREAT BENTLEY 
CALENDAR 2008 

 
Thank you once again to the people who kindly 
sponsored this yearôs calendar and in particular to 
Great Bentley Running Club.  Thanks also to 
everyone who purchased a copy and to: Carpenters 
Farm Shop, Evans, Mitchells Farm Shop (Elmstead 
Market) and our Post Office for selling them. 
 

£900 was raised and will be divided evenly 
between St Maryôs Church and The Sick 
Childrenôs Trust. 
 
Thank you all. 
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A thank you to all those in Birch Avenue and Laburnum 
Close who kindly put their money for the Parish 
Magazine through my door.  My grateful  thanks and a 
very Happy New Year to all. 
Dreena Williamson 
 
I would like to thank all the ñFlower peopleò who make 
our village beautiful for the summer and winter and 
also those people who decorate the village for our 
pleasure at Christmas.  Thank you. 
Happy and healthy  New Year to you all. 
P.M.B. 
 
Animal Bedding 
Thank you.  Further donations of items suitable as 
bedding for the animals at the rescue and re-homing 
centres has continued to be gathered in from kind folk 
in and around Great Bentley.  Old blankets, covers, 
sleeping bags, sheets and towels are all very useful 
and are always welcome at the various centres which 
we are able to help.  Regrettably we do not collect 
duvets, pillows or cushions.  This year we will be taking 
your donated items to The Colne Valley Animal 
Rescue at White Colne, The Greyhound Trust at Little 
Totham, Clacton Animal Aid and some smaller local 
carers.  We will also collect a supply of bedding which 
will be transported to Street Cats Welfare in Tottenham 
and Monkey World in Dorset.  Your thoughtful 
generosity allows Judy and I to ensure that those pets 
currently in care at the centres have a clean, dry bed.  
We are also most grateful for the kind donations of pet 
food and to those ladies who have taken the trouble to 
knit the most beautiful blankets and envelopes which 
are used to cover rescued catôs heated pads.  Thank 
you very much. 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702 
 
 
A big thank you to all those involved in erecting the 
lights in the village for the festive season.  It made a 
welcome sight when returning home at night. 
Adrian and Joye Watson 
 
 
We would like to thank all those involved in putting up, 
removing and supplying the power for the Christmas 
lights, they certainly brightened up the village.   We 
would like to make a suggestion -please could  the 
lights on the Christmas tree be  brighter and/or 
coloured. Thank you very much      
The  Williamsons 
 
 
TERRY SADLER 
I would like to thank everyone who made donations to 
St Helena Hospice in memory of Terry.  They received 
£451.73. 
Stephanie 

CHRISTMAS TREE  

RECYCLING  

Thank you to everyone who took along their trees to 
be recycled and for their monetary donations.  Extra 
special thanks to Eddie Wright who stepped in at the 
last minute to shred the trees. (Hope you are feeling 
better now John).  Eddie gave his time free of charge 
 
OVER 70 TREES SHREDDED 
£202.94p RAISED FOR THE  
ESSEX AIR AMBULANCE. 
(Last yearôs total was Ã100) 
 
Thanks again,  
Gt. Bentley Conservation Group. 
 

 
CHILDRENôS SOCIETY 

 
A big thank you to all the boxholders.  Together with 
the Breakfast held in December a total of  £1,000.00 
was raised. 
 
The Christingle Service on Christmas Eve in St Maryôs 
Church raised another £255.59 making a magnificent 
total of Ã1,255.59 given to the Childrenôs Society in 
2007.   
 
Thank you to all who came to the breakfast, have 
boxes at home or came to the Christingle Service.  All 
your donations really help the wonderful work of the 
Childrenôs Society. 
 
If you would like a box in your home to put in any 
spare coins you may have, please contact me.  (It is 
surprising how these coins mount up!) 
 
Carole Allington 
Poplar House, Station Road, Great Bentley. 
01206 251086   
 
 
We sincerely thank our very good friends and 
neighbours for their concerns, offers of help - 
including a bed for the night - and affection during our 
recent fire.  To Agnes, a big thank  you and apologies 
for the disruption!  John missed it all. 
 
Not forgetting Colchester Fire & Rescue who 
responded so promptly. 
 
Hilary & Mike Webster 
1 Linnet Way 
 
 
Barbara and Stan would like to say how touched they 
were by all the messages of goodwill they received for 
their ñDiamond Doò.  A very big thank you to everyone 
for wishing us well. 
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THE LIONS CLUB  
OF CLACTON ON SEA 

 

PIG RACE NIGHT 
 

Saturday 16th February 

at St Osyth Village Hall 

Doors open 7.00pm.  Tote opens at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5 

Including Supper - Hot and Cold drinks available 
Bring your own booze 

 
Tickets available from 
 John Walters on   01206 251345  

or 
Colin Johnson on  

01206 250979 

COMING SOON 
 

The Great Bentley Food Hall 
 

For all your culinary needs 
 

Fresh Produce from Local Producers 
 

Including Fresh Meat, 
Fresh Fish, 

Fruit and Vegetables 
and Fresh Bread 

 
All produce traceable 

 
Eat with confidence and  
support your local producers 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GT BENTLEY & THORRINGTON  

 

United Lent Course 2008 

THE LORDôS PRAYER 
Praying it - Meaning it - Living it 

 

We say the Lordôs Prayer so regularly that itôs only too easy to take it for granted. 

We need to remember to pray it, to mean it and to live it. 

This prayer is a wonderful gift of God. It is so simple that a child can understand it and so  

profound that even the wisest can always find fresh inspiration within it. 

 

So in Lent 2008 we shall be getting together to explore the Lordôs Prayer, 

using resources from ñYork Coursesò on five Monday evenings during Lent. 

The course includes recorded thoughts from a distinguished ecumenical panel including  

Bishop Kenneth Stevenson, Canon Margaret Sentamu, 

Dr. David Wilkinson, Dr. Elaine Storkey, and Dr. David Hope. 

We shall meet at 

7.30pm in the Methodist Church 
on 

Monday 11th February ï Our Father 

Monday 18th February ï Thy will be done 

Monday 25th February ï Our daily bread 

Monday 3rd March ï As we forgive 

Monday 10th March ï In heaven. 

 

Refreshments will be served. 

Everybody will be very welcome. 
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A WINTERôS TALE IN FINCH DRIVE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This morning when I looked out of my window and 
saw next doorôs car windscreen all iced up I 
wondered what would have happened to the two 
piglets if we had not found them é.   
 Let me take you back to yesterday evening in 
Finch Drive.  It wasnôt dark yet but it was getting 
there and nothing much happens in Finch Drive 
around this time of day.  Suddenly, Joan, from No 12 
phoned ñHelp me John, two piglets are eating my 
pansies in the front garden!ò  Nobody messes with 
Joanôs immaculate garden so I shot out and yes, 
there they were, two black and white beauties 
munching away looking as if they had come straight 
from ñJimmyôs Farm!!ò 
 They ignored my efforts to deter them so I 
called Beryl (she rescues cats so she must be 
experienced at catching animals who donôt want to 
be caught) and Ted (who knows most things you 
need to know and more).  Eventually we herded 
them into my driveway and Ted, arms spread wide 
like the England goalkeeper Paul Robinson, said ñIôll 
keep them here while you get somethingò.  I returned 
with an eight foot wide piece of hardboard only to find 
that Robinson had let two more through his fingers 
and our piglets were scampering off across the 
Green towards Larkfield Road.  As darkness 
descended cars were our main concern.  What are 
you supposed to do if you run a piglet over or even a 
pig, as Ted said they must weigh at least 25 kilos. 
 I was not going to give up, so while Beryl and 
Ted went off to find something to put our piglets in I 
chased them everywhere eventually ending up in 
Yvonneôs drive in Larkfield Road.  I had never met 
Yvonne but we are old friends now.   
 To cut a long story short here are the facts.  
Beryl, Ted, and I enticed the piglets into a 4 foot 
cubic cage by dangling Tedôs carrots through the 
holes.  Yvonne tries to find out where they have 
come from.  The RSPCA canôt help because they 
need a license to move pigs.  Farmers David Gibbon 
and George Wright (who are also Councillors canôt 
be contacted).  Mrs David Black, the Farmerôs wife, 
says she has no idea who they might belong to but if 
we canôt find anywhere she will help.  Ted says that 
pigs stress easily and will need somewhere to spend 
the night.  The Police get Sally our PCSO to ñsort it 
outò. 
 Essex Radio are contacted and love the story.  
They broadcast interviews with myself and Yvonne.  
Yvonneôs husband is contacted and told not to turn 
and drive onto the driveway quickly as the piglets, 
(who by the way are too heavy to lift) are arguing 
over the last of the carrots and donôt want flashing 
headlights frightening them.  Ted says apple sauce is 
the best thing to feed them but we never get around 
to finding any.   

 I canôt remember how Sally sorted it out, all I 
know is that in between the interviewing, 3 glasses 
of Yvonneôs wine, trying to contact Mary Maskell so 
that she did not lose out on a scoop, and listening to 
Berylôs frantic calls to the cat rescuing community, a 
young girl arrived claiming our piglets.  My duty done 
I went back to the quiet of Finch Drive and to tell 
Joan her pansies were now safe! 
 
John Halliday 
 
 

RUSTLING LEAVES 

 
 
 
 
 
Weeping willows on the Green 
Many winters you have seen. 

Once the smell from the forge nearby 
You wafted on leafy arms on high. 

The ringing sound of hammer on anvil 
As the smith smote red hot iron with skill. 
The patient horse waited, hooves to shorn 
Soon the smell of burning hoof was born. 

Lovers, moonlight nights neath your boughs 
Shared secrets and lovers vows. 

Many feet have trod on the paths nearby 
Childrenôs laughter from the playground close by 

The weeping willows now as they sigh 
Pass now, only sounds to all who pass by. 

When we today are no more 
Many changes, these willows will see,  

you can be sure, 
As they rustle for evermore. 

 
D. Gibbs 

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
 

óThe World in Focusô 

Photos from my travels by 
village local 
 Clive Green 

Sunday 9th March 

10am - 4.00pm 

 

Mitchell Room 

Great Bentley Village Hall 
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INFORMATION RECEIVED 
FROM ESSEX POLICE 

 
Road deaths and serious injuries down in 2007 
 
Education, reassurance and enforcement key to 
continuing good work. 
 
The number of people killed or seriously injured on 
Essex roads fell significantly in 2007. In 2007, 83 
people died compared to 100 in 2006. In 2007, there 
were 914 serious injuries compared to 1072 in 2006. 
Therefore the killed or seriously injured (KSIs) figure for 
2007 is 997 compared to 1172 in 2006. The reduction in 
KSIs is a reflection of the close partnership working 
between Essex Police and Essex County Council.  
 
Operation Calypso has seen additional vehicles, 
supported by the county council, on the roads where 
there have been collisions in the past. 
 
Chief Superintendent Michael Thwaites, of the Mobile 
Support Division, said: "The number of people killed on 
Essex roads this year (2007) is down but this is still not 
good enough and we will continue to educate, reassure 
and enforce. 
 
"We have been targeting the ten major roads across 
Essex where historically there have been accidents. 
  
ñThe number of motorcyclists killed has risen so we will 
continue to educate riders through our Bikesafe 
programme which consists of a combination of 
classroom learning and observed rides with 
experienced police officers. It is about striking a balance 
between enforcement and education. 
 
"We will continue working hard to reduce the number of 
deaths and those seriously injured on the roads in 
2008." 

 
 
 
 

POLICE DOG BRENNAN 
 

A police dog received a commendation for bravery from Chief 
Constable Roger Baker at Essex Police Headquarters in 
Chelmsford, at a ceremony on January 10th.  Police dog Brennan 
was commended for his bravery and tenacity in tracing and 
apprehending two suspects who had fled from a stolen car after a 
collision.  As a result of Brennanôs actions two men were arrested 
and convicted of taking a vehicle without consent. 
 Brennanôs handler Pc Mick Finch, based at Laindon Dog 
Section, said: ñPolice dogs are often the unsung heroes.  It is 
fantastic that his efforts have been recognised.  He is one in a 
million to me, he is my colleague and best mate, and I am 
extremely proud of him.  He is very good at tracking and 
searching.  He never gives up the chase.ò 
 Brennanôs commendation relates to a case where he and 
Pc Finch were called to an incident in Basildon where five 
occupants had fled from a stolen car in the early hours of June 
15th 2007. 
 Pc Finch said: ñOn arriving at the scene I put Brennan, a 
German Shepherd, to work on his tracking harness, and he 
immediately picked up the scent, leading through the grounds of 
St Lukeôs Hospice into the playing fields behind it.  Brennan 
began growling, which means that suspects are close.  In the 
distance I saw two figures hiding.  As I approached them they ran 
away.  I identified myself as a police officer with a dog but they 
continued to run, so I released Brennan who took up the chase.ò 
 Unfortunately the men climbed a five foot fence into a field.  
When Pc Finch reached Brennan he had to lift him over the fence, 
which is no mean feat as he weighs 48 kilos. 
 PC Finch said: ñHe took up the trail again and led me to a 
dark wooded area where he found two men hiding in the 
undergrowth.  Brennan is trained to bark and contain when he 
locates a suspect, but if he is shown aggression or resistance he 
can bite to detain.  Some people think that if you push the dog 
away or cause them pain it will distract them, with Brennan this is 
not the case.  One of the men attacked Brennan by grabbing his 
ears, but Brennan took a hold of the manôs arm, and a struggle 
ensued with Brennan being pulled about aggressively by his ears 
while the man was threatening to hurt the dog further.  This was a 
test of his courage and he proved his worth, and dedication in 
apprehending a criminal.ò  Back-up arrived and the men were 
arrested. 
 Pc Finch has been Brennanôs handler since 2004 when he 
was 18 months old.  He said, ñBrennan is and always has been 
very keen to work.  He has done extremely well in all aspects of 
general police duties and has been responsible for more than 100 
arrests in the past two years, which were purely down to Brennan 
alone.  He has a great óindividual personalityô and is larger than 
life.ò 
 Pc Finch added: ñPolice dogs are very loyal to their 
handlers, and will protect them to the extreme.  It is a bond which 
only a dog handler can truly understand, as shown more recently 
when myself and a colleague were violently attacked in a different 
incident causing serious injuries to us both.  Brennan was also 
attacked, and suffered a vicious beating but held on and even 
when thrown off and kicked, he did not back down.ò 
 Mick Thwaites, Chief Superintended of the Mobile Support 
Division, said, ñI consider this award to be rightful recognition for 
the bravery and dedication shown by police dog Brennan, this is 
yet another example of the quality of both dogs and handlers in 
Essex.ò 
 Pc Finch has also received a commendation but for a 
different incident.  He was commended for giving first aid to a 
man who had lost a significant amount of blood when he was 
called out to an incident at Pitsea in November.   Pc Finch applied 
immediate first aid which contributed to the full recovery of the 
man. 
  

From:   Nicola Bastendorff - Essex Police 

PC Mick Finch 

with Brennan 

 

Sadly Mick and Brennan were hurt the 
evening of the commendations while on 
duty, but they are okay and recovering. 
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MOBILE POLICE UNIT  
 

Tuesday 12th February 

Tuesday 26th February 

9.30am to 10.30am 

Outside the Plough Inn 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Cottage Suite 
2 seater settee 

2 armchairs 
colour óRoseô 

winged back (good for snoozing) 

Good clean condition 

£200.00 

Please ring 01206 252173 

_________________ 

SHED CLEARANCE 

A scaffold tower with planks and 
a wooden extending ladder. 

Georgian wired glass: one 7 foot 6ò by 2 foot 4ò  
and six sheets a bit smaller. 

a 2-bike rack that simply clamps onto the tow ball. 

No charge, just a contribution to the 
Lifeboat Association 

 

Dave Kirby 01206 250585 

____________ 
 

Beautiful Real Teak veneer with solid wood 
edging WALL UNIT comprising: 

 
2 Base units each with drop down front and  
2 drawers providing ample storage space. 

4 TOP UNITS with 4 cupboards, space for TV and 
open shelving and a drink/glass cupboard  

with drop down door. 

All units can be arranged for personal preference. 
Overall length is 10ft and the height is 6ft 8 ins. 

Purchased from Hatfields in Colchester and is in 
excellent condition and must be  

seen to be appreciated. 
 

Reason for sale is that we are converting  
to oak finish to match flooring. 

 
For sale at £250 and can be viewed 

by telephoning 01206 251095 
 
 

FRIENDS  
OF THE GREEN 

 
The Great Bentley Open Gardens Day 
is Sunday the 15

th
 June 2008. It also happens to be 

ñFatherôs Dayò so our younger citizens could well make 
it very special by taking Dad around the open 
gardenséééThe Friends of the Green committee 
members are already quite busy arranging and setting 
up the details of a very special day for the village so 
please put the  date in your diary and enjoy a visit to 
some lovely gardens. 
 
BSH. 

Great Bentley  
Primary School 

 
Year 3 and Year 4  

Production Premiere 
 
We ran a competition over the summer to write the 
production.  This was won by Imogen and Georgina in 
Year 5.  We are going to put our production on DVD 
and we are incredibly excited to offer a ñpremiereò 
showing of the childrenôs production at Flickôs Cinema, 
Clacton on Tuesday 29

th
 January 2008 at 10.00am.   

 
Staff, children and their families will be dressing up as 
film stars for the showing. There will be a limo there 

offering excellent photography 
opportunities and hopefully the 
local press will be joining us. 
 
Tickets are still available and on 
sale in the school office for £5.00. 

 
Tel: 01206 250331 

 
 

SURELY THIS CANôT BE TRUE? 
 

Sunday 30th December.  All is quiet in the village, even 
in Plough Road.  For once there are no cars parked 
outside Tesco or the Chinese.  Except one Police Car 
on double yellow lines, right outside the double doors. 
 
Was there an emergency, we wondered? 
 
Apparently no - just two police officers buying 
sandwiches to take away! 
 
This letter was posted anonymously through my 
door under cover of darkness.  Surely it canôt be 
true! 
 
ED 
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB 
 
 
It seems quite a while ago now, but back in mid-December we had our Christmas get-together, this year at the 
Kingôs Arms, Frating.  As well as enjoying a good night out, we use this occasion to present our annual 
awards.   There were many excellent performances in 2007, and Great Bentley runners took part in events 
from Philadelphia to Krakow by way of Lapland, Salzburg, Glasgow, Box Hill and Wix!   

Male Runner of the Year award went to Dave Green and the Female Runner of the Year was Joanne McKay.  
Male and Female Veteran runners were Geoff Tomlinson and Nikki Bennett, and the awards for the most 
improved male and female runners went to Chris Green and Nicky Brown.   Dave Green must be pleased to 
see that his Dad is still improving!  

How are your New Year resolutions going?  If you are trying to improve your fitness, donôt forget óWalk, Jog, 
Run! Tendringô.  These groups are aimed at people with no previous experience of jogging or running, and will 
provide a gentle, structured introduction to exercise.  For more information on local groups call Barbara on 
01206 241780 or Peter on 01255 870770.  
 
Local Races 
The race calendar gets a little thin at this time of the year, but Boxing Day events at Witham and Friday Woods 
provided just the post-Christmas Day exercise required to burn off those extra festive calories.  The Witham 
Boxing Day 5 has always been popular with Bentley runners and 17 turned out for the 24

th
 running of this 

event.  Dave Green was the first Bentley runner (8
th
 overall) to cross the line in the splendid time of 27min 

03secs, followed by his Dad, Chris, in 32min 26sec and Bob Watt in 35min 41sec.  Lara Townsend was the 
first Bentley lady in 37min 59secs with Nicky Brown second in 40min 18secs. 

The other local regular Boxing Day event is ñMan v Bikeò in Friday Woods, Colchester.  This is a 3 lap, 4 mile 
race, running through the woods in muddy terrain.   6 Bentley runners lined up against the mountain-bikers.  
Dave Wright was first Bentley runner, finishing in 26min 41secs, closely followed by Kevin Jeffries, Kevin Cox, 
Jon Bolton, Nikki Bennett and Kim Chatting.  Needless to say, the bikers won! 

Andy Cable was the sole Bentley representative at the City of Norwich Half Marathon in December.  Despite 
the name the race is actually run round country lanes close to the Norfolk Show Ground.  In 2006 the event 
was held in June and the runners had to cope with temperatures of 32°C, but this year it was rather different 
with strong winds, rain and temperatures around 8°C.  Andy had a good race, finishing in 1h 38min 08secs, 
298

th
 overall out of 1770 finishers. 

 
Off-Road 
The Cross Country season continued with a race at Harwich.  A good all-round performance from both men 
and women gave us a 4

th
 place finish, maintaining our advantage over rivals Witham.  As ever, there was 

plenty of cake consumed after the race!  I must confess that I took part in this event ï my first Cross Country 
race for 10 years.  I remember now why I donôt do them! 
 
 
Marathon News 
Keith continued to clock up the marathons, the Luton Marathon in December being his 95

th
.   This event was 

run in atrocious weather, Keith complaining that he was still cold despite wearing hat, gloves, long trousers, a 
long sleeve T-shirt, a short sleeve T-shirt and a waterproof body warmer.  It doesnôt seem that long ago that he 
was complaining about the heat in Salzburg!  
 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about Great Bentley Running Club, take a look at our website, 
www.gbrc.org.uk, or contact Clive Jones or Tom Geddes.   

 

 
 
Tom Geddes 
Secretary, GBRC 

Chairman Secretary 

Clive Jones Tom Geddes 

tel:  01206 252331 tel:  01206 392226 

email: clive400@btinternet.com email: tom.geddes@btinternet.com 

http://www.gbrc.org.uk/
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LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
It was lovely to see the colour 
photos in the magazine.  You could always say how 
much it is to have colour photos (put it in the 
magazine) and ask societies, clubs etc. to sponsor 
one a month.  They might if one picture was of their 
organisation doing something, eg. Carnival, Village 
Show, Remembrance Day, or maybe a business if 
their place had a colour photo.  If you had 5-6 on one 
page each sponsor would pay 20% or less for that 
month.  Just an idea. 
 
Eunice Payne 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I would like to thank the resident who took the trouble 
to write in expressing praise for the condition of the 
Green and I am sure that Helen will join me in this. I 
would like to say however that cutting is not the only 
factor that made the Green so superb over the last 
year. 
 
Much of this quality is down to Parish Councillor 
George Wright for his testing of the soil in various 
areas and applying the necessary nutrients to 
stimulate growth.  Add to this the work carried out by 
Bentley Contracts with weed control on certain areas 
and the wet season and you find that altogether 
these contributed to the condition of the Green. 
 
A downside to work carried out on the green during 
winter is a few people with cars who persist with the 
continuous driving and parking on the Green whilst it 
is wet.  I am not suggesting that it is deliberate ï just 
thoughtless and in most cases when this is 
mentioned to the people concerned, they do respond.  
One or two exceptions have recently been dealt with 
by the Parish Council. 
 
One person who is rarely mentioned and puts much 
back into the village and especially onto the Green, is 
Councillor Bill Herbert, Chairman of the Green 
Committee.  Anyone who has concerns in this area 
should contact him. 
 
The Parish Council have agreed once again for more 
work to be carried out in the spring on the area where 
the youngsters now play on a regular basis. 
 
Michael Dorling 
 
 
 

                             Thorrington  
                Pre-School News           
 

 

 

 

Welcome back everyone we all hope you enjoyed your 
Christmas break and would like to wish you a Very 
Happy New Year. 

This term we welcome Edward Belcher, Chloe 
Burch, Harrison Doo and Archie Tilstone to our Pre-
School. We begin this term with the topics of Colour, 
Shape and Festivals, during our sessions we will be 
providing many opportunities for the children to 
develop colour recognition and how colours can be 
used and changed when they are mixed together. We 
will also be looking at shape and patterns incorporating 
colour to enhance their learning further. 

Our topic of festivals will firstly be celebrated with 
Pancake Day; during the morning we will be making, 
cooking and eating our pancakes for snack. Following 
this we will be looking at the festival of Chinese New 
Year, during the week beginning 5

th
 February .we will 

be making lanterns and dragons, tasting some Chinese 
cuisine and bring it all together with a Chinese dance. 

Thank you to all of you who came along to our 
Christmas Fayre it was a lovely afternoon, a big thank 
you to Donna Morphew who helped me organise this 
event and to all the parents who came on the day to 
run a stall. 

Last September we welcomed the opportunity from 
Mrs Cleaver to set up a programme that supports 
children and their parents/carers with the transition 
from Pre-School to Primary School. Every Monday 
morning children who were due to go up to school the 
following term went along to the school for a visit. 
During their session they engaged in many activities 
that promoted learning opportunities that were planned 
according to their stage of development, individual 
interests and needs. We worked in the library, 
computer suite and hall, they soon became familiar 
with their new environment and by the end of this 
programme they had gained confidence ready to start 
their next step in education.  

This programme will commence again after Easter, 
and if you would like your child to take part please 
contact Laura on 01206 302435 or 07814043242 for 
further information. 

Thank you for your continued support  

Laura (Pre-School Owner/Manager) 

                                                                             


