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EDITORIAL

The date on the calendar for Easter is determined by the spring
equinox. We will not have to worry about this exceptionally early
Easter event happening again in our lifetime as the next time that it
falls on the third week of March will be in over 100 year’s time. On
Easter Sunday the first real covering of snow for this year reminded
us that wintery conditions still prevail. The first official day of spring
is March 21st which also happened to be Good Friday and
traditionally this was the day to plant potatoes. | never quite
understood why people adhered to this old wives tale as Easter can
vary by about six weeks! Needless to say my potatoes are still
awaiting some dry conditions with warm soil for good measure, but
for those who have never planted their own, children of all ages are
encouraged to “give it a go” on page 24.

We have had several new advertisers over the past month or two
and there are just 2 small spaces available for the rest of 2008,
unless of course anyone drops out. We have published a few notes
to enlighten you on the nature of these new additions, which add a
new dimension to our already broad range of crafts and skills, on
page 17. Thank you to all of our loyal advertisers for their support.

Welcome news for rail users in that the ticket office will now be
open on weekdays and full details are recorded in the Parish
Council Notes on pagel9. | am sure this heralds a positive step for
many passengers. More good news on travel and transport with an
incredibly simple solution to parking problems at the surgery,
included in Hugh'’s notes. Why didn’t anyone think of this before?

We continue our recycling theme with an article on Martins Farm
Recycling Centre (see front cover) and Country Park. The opening
date for the latter will be welcomed as work here has been ongoing
for many years with no visible sign of public access on the horizon.
The views over the creek and down towards Brightlingsea should
be amazing with plenty of wildlife to watch.

As finalists in the Parish Magazine Competition in 2007 we have
been offered the chance to write about our village in Essex Life. My
deadline is the first week in June to be incorporated in the August
edition. | am going to concentrate on the Village Show and
wondered if you had any old photographs going back to the 1920’s
and more importantly any memories of the show and its history. |
would be really pleased to hear from you if you can help.

Mary Maskell

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council,
nor the Editor take responsibility for the information given or
views expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any
culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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‘Those Pens’
David’s Deliberations

“Bavister” the teacher would bark “ your writing looks like a load of flies have crawled across your
page when the ink was wet”. My writing needless to say has not improved since.

| could never get on with those horrible school pens. These pens were the ones you dipped in an
inkwell ( Not quills). The only good thing us boys could find to do with the pens was to fire them into
the classroom ceiling and then watch to see how long it was for gravity to take over and watch them
fall from the ceiling to the ground in the hope that they might hit someone.

When a Pastor confesses a past sin everyone really takes notice so imagine when the President of
the Methodist Conference confessed a past folly.

At our conference the other week Rev. Martyn Atkins told us a story during a marvellous plenary that
he gave.

‘When Martyn was a boy of twelve his mother and father saved up enough hard earned money to
decorate the living room with lovely wallpaper etc. On the day it was complete his parents went into
the kitchen for a well earned cup of tea. Martyn decided that he would be extremely good this day
and got out his homework. He reached in his school bag for a fountain pen and noticed it was empty
of ink. So he took a pen cartridge and went to inject it into the pen, when it got stuck. With an extra
effort he pushed it into the pen with such force that the ink shot all over the new wallpaper. Now what
was he to do? If he tried to wash the stain off it might make it worse and so he decided to own up and
quietly went into the kitchen and told his father and mother what had happened. His mother just cried
and put her arms around him’.

Because of what Jesus did for us on the cross at Easter time it means that all our guilty stains are
completely washed away and our heavenly Father puts his arms around us and cries with us.

Pastor David

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 2008 MAGAZINE

Monday 14th April 2008
ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524
Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”
EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED

e-mail: carole@pncallington.co.uk

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk




ST MARY'S CHURCH

SEEKERS

Every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30 - 4.30pm

BELL RINGING PRACTICE -

w A1 GREAT BENTLEY
2@ - METHODIST
#/] CHURCH NEWS

Every Monday - 7.30pm

We welcome you to worship with us during April.

CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday 7.30pm Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL -  1st and 3rd Sunday during term The leaders of worship are set out below:-
time 9.30am - 10.30am
April 6 " Preacher from Colchester
_ April 13™ Tom Hamblett
Wed 2nd 10.00am Holy Communion ) " ) )
2.15pm Bentley Bears April 20 Pastor David Bavister
Thur 3°  1.45pm Mothers Union in the Vestry  April 27 " Rev Roger Parsons -
Room Sacrament
SUN. 6" EASTER3 EVENTS IN APRIL
8.00am Holy Communion th ono s
9.30am Sung Eucharist Pr{;\yer Breakfast 12 ™ April 8.15am_ _
lebrati t Erint Join us for prayer and start the day right with God
h 6.30pm Dear,‘er}’ Celebration at Frinton Our next Coffee morning will be on Friday April 11 ™
Mon. 7 2.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at  10am to 12 noon. Look forward to seeing you, Cakes,
Windsor, Clacton Road Raffle etc. in aid of church funds. Our last coffee
3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday = morning in aid of the St Helena Hospice raised £200.
Wed. ¢ 10.00am Holy Communion Many thanks to all who supported this event.
Fri 11" 7.00pm Ladies Supper in the Vestry
Room C:AM:E:O.
. On Monday 7" April at 6.30pm we shall have a meal
SUN 13" EASTER4 together and a DIY concert.
8.00am Holy Communion Annual Church Meeting 20 ™ April After morning
9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist service we will gather to elect our leadership and
Tue 1% 10.30am Churches Together in the discuss the future of the Church followed by a meal
Vicarage together. _ _
Wed. 168" 10.00am Holy Communion Clrcur;l (;eI%blratlon C_We_ are rt]o g(())t%tAou_rl fnzngg from
. -around the Clacton Circuit on the pril at 6.30pm
Thur 17 7.30pm Annual Parochial Church Meeti Mncheon Club 4™ & 18" April
SUN 20" EASTERS5 If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
8.00am Holy Communion please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
School yourself to coming each time. Transport can be
3.00pm Public Baptism arranged to help those unable to get to the Methodist
Wed 2% 10.00am Holy Communion Church. = :
i ' _ .Brownie Visitors From the 3 to the 6" April we
Thur. 24" 7.30pm _Annual Parochial Church Meetif@come the 1st Brownies from Tiptree to our
in the Vestry Room premises.
H
SUN 27 g'gg;iR 6 Holy Communion Each week the following events are held at our
' . Church ring these numbers for more information
9.30am All Age Word and Worship Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Service _ Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Wed 30" 10.00am  Holy Communion Adventurers  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.

For children in school year 3 and older.
We host the Village Teen Youth Club on alternate
Thursdays. Leader Mel Harding 250014.



SIDESPERSON'S ROTA

Sunday 6th April - 3rd Sunday of Easter

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Jennie & John Moss
Nicky Justice
Sunday 13th April - 4th Sunday of Easter

Sidespersons - Linda & Nick Hayes

Sunday 20th April - 5th Sunday of Easter

Pat & Peter Nunn
Maida Brown

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Sunday 27th April - 6th Sunday of Easter

Wendy Smith & Karen Williams
(Mandy Miles to read)

COFFEE ROTA

6th  Jackie & David Thimbleby ?
13th Graham & Auriol Thornton f ‘
20th  Sybil & Dennis Curry

27th Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden

Sidespersons -

CLEANING ROTA

5th  Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden
12th Edna Black

19th Penny Metcalfe

26th  Auriol Thornton

BAPTISM

20th April
George William Wright

FUNERALS

20th February
Archibald McMillan
20th March

Adrian Michael Howland

MOTHERS UNION

We look forward to welcoming Debbie Taylor - Quaker
Chaplain at Bullwood Hall Prison as our speaker on
Thursday 3rd April in the Vestry Room at 1.45pm.
Everyone will be most welcome.

On Wednesday 16th April at 10am prayers for the
dioceses of Asaba, Jos, Makurdi and Yola in Nigeria;
Lahore in Pakistan; Sudanese members who have fled
from their own country to the safety of Cairo and Guildford
in our own country.

How privileged we are to be in contact with so many
people of different countries united in prayer, worship and
service enabling us to help in many ways.

On Thursday 24th April at 2.00pm our Deanery Festival
Service will be held in Thorpe le Soken Parish Church at
which Mrs Jill Evans our Diocesan President will be the
speaker. It would be wonderful if our branch was well
represented. We do have a lot to celebrate.

Love

Myrtle Clayton

250725 I ]
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ST MARY'S CHURCH FAYRE

Our Medieval May Fayre will be on May 17th in the church and grounds of St Mary’s Church in Great Bentley. See
poster for details. We would be grateful for donations for the Fayre. Cakes and biscuits to sell with the teas. Anything
homemade, including cakes, preserves and sweets, for the produce stall, and any surplus vegetables or cut flowers
from your allotment or garden. All these items can be brought to the Church any time on the morning of the 17th. We
would also like any books, nearly new toys or items suitable for the tombola. If possible, we would like to have these at
least a week before the event, please. They can be left at the back of the church, on a Sunday morning or at any

event in the church. We can also collect.

We are hoping that our stallholders and those who attend the Fayre will enter into the spirit of the day and dress in

medieval style clothes.

Please contact us if you want further information or have a donation that needs collecting.

Thank you.
Nicky Justice -
Maria Pagram -

01255 821334
01206 250280



Thank Yo

A. McMillan (Mack)

Dorothy, Jan and Scott would like to thank everyone
for their kindness and support through the sad loss
of Mack.

Also thanks for the many cards, letters,
donations and flowers.

Please accept this as our most sincere
acknowledgement.

Animal Bedding

Bedding for rescued pets at the many centres that
Judy and | are able to help has been arriving at the
house in a steady stream and we have been able to
add the Tendring Dog Warden to the list. The
warden, although based in Suffolk, responds to calls
about stray dogs in our area. If no identification can
be found and the dog is not known locally it will be
held at the pound awaiting the call from its owner or
eventual re-homing.  Blankets, towels, sleeping
bags, sheets, covers and curtains are used at all the
centres. Regrettably we do not take duvets, pillows
or cushions but all the other bedding is most
welcome. We are aware that sometimes donations
of bedding are made by folk who have recently lost a
loved family member or a cherished pet and we are
most grateful for these thoughtful deeds at what is
perhaps a most difficult time. Thank you very much.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, Tel: 251702

| would like to thank everyone who has brought me
foil and cans for recycling on behalf of Guide Dogs
for the Blind. Over the last 17 years this has raised
over £815 for their funds.

Sadly | am no longer able to continue doing
this due to my present health problems SO NO
MORE FOIL PLEASE. Once again many thanks for
all your support.

John Walters

N.B. You can RECYCLE your foil by taking it to
the drink can/food tin recycling bin on Station
Road. Ed

JAMES - SON OF VIC AND FRANCES SMITH

Vic, Frances, Anthony, Nicola and James’ wife
Lynne would like to thank all their friends and
neighbours for their kind words of sympathy on the
death of James. Your support and love have helped
us at this sad time.

Happy 18th Birthday
STEWART
Love and Best Wishes
from
Dave, Gill & Sarah X
Happy 50th Birthday
GILL

Love from Dave & Sarah XX

Look who's 40
LAURA SMITH

Happy Birthday
Have a great day

from all your friends in the village

THE
GREAT BENTLEY
SHOW

The Show Committee met on Wednesday 20th
February and were delighted to welcome the new Hon.
Secretary of the Great Bentley Show, Mrs Jackie
Plummer.

There has been an unfortunate delay, due to
technical problems, in the production of the 2008
Show Schedule, but as soon as this is rectified they
will be available at the Post Office. A new
programme will also facilitate the production of data on
Show day and should be a great help for the members
involved in the prize giving.

There was much discussion on many items and
improvements, one which will surely be welcomed by
Vice Presidents, Members, Stall Holders, Exhibitors,
Visitors even passers-by, is to provide new advertising
boards and place stakes.

The Vice Presidents provide the little extra
security that a totally voluntary organisation, which the
Show most certainly is, needs. If you are interested
why not contact the Hon. Treasurer, Ted Drake,

Tel: 01206 257373 who will be pleased to hear from
you.

BSH.(Hon. Press Officer)



FOR SALE

Beautiful real TEAK veneer wall unit with solid wood
edging. Comprising of two base units 5’ x 19% each
with a drop down front cupboard and two drawers.

Three top units with cupboards. Two x one cupboard
and one which is a two door. The two door top is over
a drop down drinks/glass cupboard. Space 39" x 25"
for a TV and plenty of shelving. (No lighting). All units
can be arranged to personal preference. Overall length
is 10 foot with an overall height of 6 foot 8 inches.

Purchased from HATFIELDS OF COLCHESTER and is
in an excellent condition.

Must sell A.S.A.P. For £100 only. To be viewed.

Telephone: 01206 251095

TENDRING PETS REUNITED

for tracing animals lost and found - a free service

Phone 01255 814172
email: michael.danielsl@tesco.net

We have become somewhat concerned at receiving
reports of cats mysteriously disappearing from homes
adjacent to fields and farmland.

After an absence in Essex of some 130 years,
the near eagle size Buzzard has returned to the county
and according to records we have at least six pairs now
breeding in Tendring. This bird of prey usually feeds
on rabbits, but our worry is that, especially now
approaching nesting time, this predator may not
discriminate in its daily fare between wild animals and
domestic pets. So a kitten, puppy of a small breed,
guinea pigs, when the latter say are kept outside in
open pens etc. could prove vulnerable to attack.

Not only the Buzzard is seen as a possible
hazard, foxes of course, readily spring to mind, but
another, the small, but fierce Mink should be regarded
as a potential danger especially in rural areas. This
unpleasant alien predator is now well established
across Britain, and has extended its range into parts of
Essex and there have been sightings in Tendring, for
instance, seen locally frequenting Holland Marsh.

This is not intended as a scare story, but voicing
our concerns we see as a precautionary warning to all
animal lovers. Better, we think, to be vigilant for our
pet's safety and, where practical, it may be wise to
restrict the outdoor movement of the very young. Take
care.

Michael Daniels

Buzzards have been
present in our area for at
least the past 10 years and really are considerably
smaller than eagles and are highly unlikely to
attack cats. In the year ending December 2007 over
600 mink have been caught in the Tendring
peninsular. The culprit is most likely to be a fox
ED

COUNCIL TAX

In the chair | meant to relax
Postman'’s just come with the Council Tax.
That long envelope fell on the mat
Supposed to cheer me as | sat.
Those nice Council Chaps
Have sent me this now on my lap.
“Oh no, they cannot?

Put it up by such a lot!”
Supporting figures are quoted
By various Departments, | noted.
Each gives its total, a bit more
Than the total, the year before.

The money I'd saved for house repairs
Must go to pay, this extra tax, they couldn’t care
Oh, if only they knew, how | despair.

! D. Gibbs

W

CALMNESS IN OUR LIVES

Heard on the TV -

“The way to inner peace is to finish all the
things you have started and have never
finished.”

So, | looked around my house to see all the
things | started and hadn't finished, and before
leaving the house this morning,

| finished off a bottle of Merlot

a bottle of White wine

a bottle of Bailey's Irish Cream

a packet of chocolate biscuits

the remainder of my old Prozac prescription,
the rest of the cheesecake,

some crisps,

a bowl of M & M’s and a box of chocolates

You have no idea how good | feel!




HISTORY SOCIETY
“Welcome to Butlinland”

To the strains of “Roll out of bed with a smile”, sung
by an anonymous group of Redcoats, and on the
screen above the title that used to welcome
holidaymakers to the camp, Norman Jacobs began
his detailed but, at the same time, delightfully
personalised history of Butlin’s at Clacton. And
clearly it was a subject of great local interest, given
the large number of visitors at the society’s March
presentation.

Norman explained that the talk was so
personalised because from the age of three in 1950,
for his first ever holiday and for the next six years, his
family came to this famous, local holiday destination:
and he projected nostalgic black and white pictures
of himself and family happily enjoying times he still
fondly remembers. Though he added that in those
memories “Brown Windsor Soup” still looms large, for
it seemed always to be part of the evening meal.

Moving on to facts of the Butlin history, he
showed first a picture of the site in the 1920s, when
what was called the Jetty Site had a form of camp
that consisted of row upon row of tents in which
people stayed long before Billy Butlin had any
connection. But having successfully set up the first
of what was his concept of the family holiday of the
future (in Skegness), Butlin purchased the West
Clacton Estate when it came up for sale in the mid
1930s.

Mixed feelings in the area about his plan for a
holiday camp meant that he had to work hard to
convince councillors of its value, and this he did by
taking the councillors to show them his Skegness
enterprise and hopefully gain their approval. Also
promising to use only local labour to build it and to
use produce solely from local suppliers, he gained
planning permission and went ahead. One of our
speaker's great assets was his collection of oral
history recording he has made of people who were
around at that time and who could give first hand
recollections of how the arrival of such a set-up was
viewed. Needless to say, opinions were very
divided.

Opened first was the Pleasure Park on 12th
May 1937, with, among other things, a motor race.
Of the other attractions the most bizarre was,
perhaps, the one-legged diver who dived from a 65ft
high platform into a tank only 8 ft deep and
enveloped by fire.

A picture of the workers who built the place
introduced the completed camp, opened on June
11th 1938. The great boost to the success of this
holiday concept was that it was introduced at the
same time as the Government's newly passed
“Holiday With Pay Act” that entitled all workers to a
week’s paid holiday every year. And the cost of a
week’s stay? £3.10 shillings (£3.50) per week, which
coincided with the average weekly wage at the time.
A piece of marketing genius! Added to this was an

7

agreement with LNER, the railway company which
operated the East Coast line, to share advertising
costs to their mutual benefit.

Norman now gave a vivid picture of what
Butlin’s holidays were like from those early days on,
and how customs grew. Redcoats, for example,
were not originally entertainers but simply workers on
the site who encouraged people to join in the
activities available. Well-known to campers was the
“Penny on the Drum” song, which accompanied a
conga-like chain at the end of an evening; this was
originally a spur of the moment invention of two bar
workers who couldn’t clear their bar; so, with a drum
they led a procession around from their bar to others,
each bar closing as the campers joined the line. It
became a tradition.

War, of course, soon brought a temporary,
enforced closure, and it was used first to house
POWs then as an Army camp, but it was ready to
reopen by the summer of 1946. Famous faces and
personalities were soon the order of the day to
encourage visitors. The then famous British
Champion boxer, Len Harvey was a regular, and
responsible for fitness training activities there. Other
famous entertainers too numerous to list appeared
there over the next four decades, CIliff Richard being
especially noteworthy, however, as it was here that
he performed his first professional engagement.

Taken over by the Rank Organisation in 1972,
with Bobbie Butlin still in charge (Billy having retired
in 1968), styles changed, like the scrapping of the
Wake Up song. Vastly improved facilities had seen
the growth from 1,000 visitors originally in 1938 to
6,500 in 1980. Nevertheless economic
rationalisation resulted in its closure in 1983 despite
earlier assurances to the contrary. Norman’s
recordings of the memories of this period and others,
by one of his older relatives who had worked there,
revealed the sad end to a happy place.

Appropriately, with a recording of the famous
“Goodnight Campers”, Norman brought our evening
to an end just as it had done each night at Butlins.
Judging by the warm applause from the audience,
both regulars and visitors
for this particular evening, /‘
many had enjoyed holidays
there and had had pleasant D’N
memories evoked by \/
Norman’s beautifully
constructed talk.

Reg Allington

An enforced change means that next month’s talk on
“S.S. Great Britain” has been postponed and we will
be pleased to welcome Norman Jacobs back to
follow up this month’s talk with a sequel on “The
East Coast Holiday Trade” This will be at 8.00 pm on
Thursday 10th April.



BRIGHTLINGSEA
FERRY TIMETABLE 2008

Seasonal Opening Times

31st March - 18th July
Weekends and Bank Holidays Scheduled Service
(see below)

Monday - Friday Dial a Ferry

Daily Operating Times:

10-12.30 and 13.00-17.30

NB. There will be no service between 12.30 and
13.00 daily (Lunch Break)

Scheduled Service

Brightlingsea-Point Clear-Brightlingsea

On demand (crossing time 3 minutes) except during
the following times when the ferry is crossing to East
Mersea.

11.00-11.30
13.30-14.00

12.30-13.00 (Lunch break)
16.00 - 16.30

Brightlingsea-East Mersea-Brightlingsea

Three scheduled crossings each day, although
additional crossings will be provided at busy times.
Last trip to East Mersea 16.00. Scheduled trips will
run as follows:

11.00: 13.30 & 16.00
11.15:13.45 & 16.15

Depart from Brightlingsea at
Depart from East Mersea at

Fares:

Brightlingsea - Point Clear (each way)
Adults £1.50

Child 50p

Senior Citizen £1.00
Cycles/Dogs 50p

Brightlingsea or Point Clear - East Mersea
(each way)

Adult £2.00

Child £1.50

Senior Citizen £1.50
Cycles/Dogs £1.00

THORRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL

This month we welcome Beau Butcher, Corey Jones,
Hannah Marns, Callum Mayers and Beth Webb to our Pre-
School. We also begin our Monday morning programme
at Great Bentley Primary School. Over the next term we
will be supporting the children and parents/carers with their
transition and next stage in their Early Year's Education. If
you have a child who is due to start Great Bentley Primary
school in September 2008 and does not attend one of the
pre-schools fortunate enough to offer this facility we would
welcome them to come along with our group. (For further
details please contact me).

We return to pre-school on Tuesday 15th April. Our
topic for this month is All About Animals. Through play
and various activities we will be looking at where animals
live, what they eat, how they move, what sounds they
make and most of all which is our favourite animal of all
and why?

We are now counting down to the implementation
of the new Early Year's Foundation Stage (EYFS); this is a
great opportunity to reflect on practices. This framework
becomes statutory in all Early Years Settings from
September so we are now preparing to ensure we are
ready to deliver with confidence. The EYFS is
underpinned by principles that we will put into practice
through play and activities that are purely centred around
each child’s individual needs, interests, achievements and
stage/age of development.

The principles which guide us are grouped into four
themes:

A Unique Child - every child is a competent learner from
birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-
assured.

Positive Relationships - Children learn to be strong and
independent from a base of loving and secure
relationships with parents and/or a key person.

Enabling Environments - The environment plays a key
role in supporting and extending children’s learning and
development.

Learning and Development - Children develop and learn
in different ways and at different rates and all areas of
learning and development are equally important and are
inter-connected.

As practitioners we have a huge responsibility to
our children and our parents/carers and it is imperative we
are confident in what we are delivering. Firstly we must
make and form positive relationships with children and
parents/carers, this enables us to work together to support
the child’s learning and development.

Every day we use observational skills without
knowing it; this is the most important skill we use of all.
“Observation is a professional necessity not a luxury”.
This is the key message of the EYFS, by observing our
children it enables us to provide Early Years Education
that is appropriate to each child’s needs, it creates a
picture of each child and no picture will be the same!

Thank you for your continuous support.

Laura (Manager/Owner)
01206 302435/078124043242

www.thorringtonpre-school.co.uk

o



MARTINS FARM
RE-CYCLING CENTRE

We always used to say “I'm just taking this rubbish
off to The Tip”, but now of course things have
changed immensely. Martins Farm, Colchester
Road, St. Osyth, is now a Recycling Centre for
Household Waste, a new name for the old ‘Civic
Amenity site’. Carefully looked after by the staff in
charge it is possible to deposit; car batteries, paint,
glass, engine oil, hardcore, clothing, white goods,
cooking oil, garden waste, metal, cans, paper,
cardboard etc. An ideal way to dispose of our
unwanted goods that can then be recycled or

re-used as feedstock for some other process. One
example of this is the manufacture of garden
furniture from waste plastic milk bottles.

During the last financial year the following amounts
of waste were recycled at the centre, all expressed
in Tonnes:

Green Waste 1582
Glass 97
Paper & Card 192
Textiles & Shoes 32
Plastics 12
Can & Scrap Metal 235
Fridges 52
Televisions etc 28
Car Batteries 22
Tyres 8
Engine & Cooking Oil 7
Timber 325
Hardcore 444

They also sent 1619 tonnes to be land filled. This
produced a recycling rate of 65% of the total waste
taken by residents to the site! A very good result for
the County Council, who run the centre.

This recycling rate does not count towards the
government set targets for Tendring District Council
who has to recycle 25% of the total waste collected
on the doorstep and from the 76 ‘Bring Sites’
around the district. 1 am reliably informed that
Tendring is now exceeding that target.

From March 1st to October 15th the centre is
open from 8am to 5pm.

MARTINS FARM
COUNTRY PARK

| reported last month that a group of Councillors were
invited to the park to see how much progress ECC
have made in turning the old landfill site into a country
park. Apart from the visit, we had a talk given by
Andrew Brown the ECC landfill restoration Manager,
who told us that ECC will need to keep ownership of
the park for several years so that they can draw off
and monitor the gases caused by the rotting
vegetation below. However, the 60 acre site (and it is
only half of the final site) will be available for use as a
country park in the near future. The site will provide
an ideal place for walkers, cyclists and horse riders
and provide magnificent views down towards the
Colne to Brightlingsea. Pedestrian access will be
from the corner of the junction of Martins Farm/
Colchester Road. The entrance to the car park will be
from halfway down Martins Farm Lane. As councillors
have pointed out, Colchester Road at this point is the
most dangerous road in the Parish (with the most
recent fatal accident happening only 50 yards from the
entrance). However, as | write this report ECC
Highways department are investigating various
solutions to make this corner safer. It is now
proposed that the “Official Opening” will be on
Saturday 31st May. It is hoped that several displays
will be laid on by ECC and other organisations
showing the possible uses for the park. The question
of “stewarding” the site has not been agreed yet but
we hope that various organisations might come
together and form a working group. The sort of
problem that we shall need to sort out quite quickly is,
who can open the park in the morning and close it at
night, to stop any travellers setting up camp. It would
also be very handy to have a system of wardens who
are knowledgeable about the type of birds or wildlife
to be found on the site.

John White
Chairman St Osyth Parish Council
Thank you to St Osyth Parish News for this article

N.B. Front cover. Just to prove what a caring bunch
of people the workers at Martins Farm really are this
photograph on the front cover, taken a year ago,
captures "feeding time” for the mallard family. This
was a regular occurrence which the ducks came to
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love and expect.

THORRINGTON HALL WOODS OPEN DAY

Saturday 3rd May. (Full details in next months magazine.)
A rare chance to see the carpets of bluebells this ancient woodland.
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB

Local Races

There have been plenty of local races in the build-up to the London Marathon. Twenty runners from Great
Bentley took part in the Essex 20 Mile Championship, run round the country lanes of Great Bromley on 17"
February. Jo McKay was first Bentley lady to finish in a new personal best time of 2h 43mins. Barbara Law
also managed to dip under 3 hours finishing in 2h 58mins. Lyn Foster continued her good form and crossed
the line in 3h 08mins. The first three GBRC male runners were Geoff Tomlinson in 2h 09mins, Clive Thomas
in 2h 13mins and Kevin Jeffries in 2h 15mins.

The following week there was another 20 miler at Bury St Edmunds. Not daunted by having run under 3
hours for the Essex 20 the week before, Paul Blackwell was at it again, completing the tough Bury course in 3h
03mins. Sean Whatling and Cherie Hipkins completed the ‘Nearly 10’ race at Bury in 1h 15mins and 1lh
21mins respectively.

Paul made it three in a row at the Wymondham 20 on 2™ March, this time finishing in 3h 04mins. Cherie
opted for the ‘10’, finishing in 1h 28mins.

Off-Road
Our good form in the Cross Country League continued at Springfield Park, Chelmsford. Despite a couple of
injuries we still managed to maintain fourth position in the League above Witham and CATS.

Three Great Bentley runners made the trip down to North Devon to run in the appropriately named
‘Grizzly’. This run is approximately 18 miles, over a mixture of hills, mud, scree and beach. Paul Blackwell
had a great run, finishing in 3h 45mins, with Larry Wise and Keith Scrivener not far behind.

Jon Bolton and Nikki Bennett travelled across to Shropshire to take part in the Mercia Fell Runners
‘Long Mynd Fell Run’. Not only do you have to be able to run up and down hills for this race, (11.5miles,
4500ft of climbing), but you also need to be able to navigate, as the course is not marked. Jon and Nikki
navigated the route successfully, completed the race and enjoyed it enough to want to go back!

Marathon News
Keith Scrivener completed his 97" marathon on a hot day in Malta. On an undulating course, Keith finished in
the splendid time of 4h 48mins. Only three to go!

Fit 4 Life — The University of Essex

The University of Essex, together with the Physiological Society, is offering an opportunity for members of the
public to explore what a healthy lifestyle is, and how it can be achieved.

The day will provide participants with a hands-on opportunity to test their fitness levels and health status - and
find out how both can be improved. In addition some of the UK's leading health and fitness experts will be on
hand to offer advice and guidance, and participants will get the chance to explore some of the physical activity
options available in their area as well as try out different sports in a range of taster sessions, from yoga to
climbing.

‘Fit 4 Life’ is a free event and takes place on the Colchester Campus on Friday 4 April, 10am to 4pm.
Suitable for the over 12s, the day also links in with the national science curriculum at GCSE and A-Level.
Individuals, families, schools, sports clubs and youth groups are all welcome to attend. To find out more visit
the website www.fit4lifeday.org.uk.

‘Walk, Jog, Run! Tendring’ continues. For more information on local groups call Barbara on 01206 241780 or
Peter on 01255 870770.

If you are interested in finding out more about Great Bentley Running Club, take a look at our website,
www.gbrc.org.uk, or contact Clive Jones or Tom Geddes.

Chairman Secretary

Clive Jones Tom Geddes

tel: 01206 252331 tel: 01206 392226

email: clive400@btinternet.com email: tom.geddes@btinternet.com
Tom Geddes

Secretary, GBRC
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LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

As one who has stood in the cold
east wind and sometimes rain waiting for the
Wednesday morning Brightlingsea or Colchester bus,
can | through you thank the Parish Clerk Mrs Karen
Paradise for putting my suggestion to the Parish
Council for a bus shelter. This to be at Hall Corner. |
thank the Parish Council for considering it.

Mrs Paradise rang me later to say some
progress had been made towards having a shelter.

Yours sincerely,

D. Gibbs

Dear Editor,

Can | “Thank” the man driving the red Citroen
on 6th March 2008 at 0710 hours for nearly running
me over in order to get his paper from Tesco.

| was walking to the train station and suddenly
became aware of this vehicle driving towards me on
the pavement outside the garage. The elderly male
had no intention of waiting for me to pass and | had
no choice but to walk in the road to pass the garage
in order to get to the station. He commits two
offences in my eyes, unnecessary obstruction, and
careless and inconsiderate driving.

Perhaps knowing that the whole of our village
and others can read this, will put him to shame and
make him think twice about his standard of driving.
Remember, PAVEMENTS are for PEDESTRIANS
and ROADS are for vehicles, not rocket science is
it?

Thank goodness it was not a child walking to
school!!!!
drivers

Fed up with inconsiderate

resident.

village

Dear Parish News,

| am an 11 year old girl who goes to Great Bentley
Primary and | live in the village. | was just walking
home today from school and | found one of my 11
month old kittens dead in the road. His eye-ball was
bulging out and my mum had only just fed ‘Biggles
and Zorrow'. | cannot understand it as Biggles never
liked the road, and what makes me sad is that it was
nearly their birthday (6th April). So, if somebody was
driving down Sturrick Lane at about 15.15pm on
March 13th and you accidently ran over Biggles
please just tell me. It would put my mind at rest and
me and my family miss him so much, as I'm sure his
older twin does.

Thank you
Lorna Simpson - My numer is 252051
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Great Bentley Pre-school

| would like to welcome all our new children to our
group, Toby Young, Jacob Clarke, Hannah Langford ,
Oscar Crampton, Beth Webb and Kian Morris.

I hope you all had a wonderful Easter break.

We have been busy with our Countries, we have
explored Holland and Australia through various craft
and exploration activities.

At the time of printing the children and parents
are eagerly making their Easter Bonnets for our
Parade and Easter Service with Rev. Bernard
Metcalfe, | will report next month on who has won.
Thank you Bernard for your time and contribution you
give to Great Bentley Pre-school.

| attended my first Locality Meeting with the
Children’s Service last month. Tendring Children
Service is doing a fantastic job securing funding and
resources for all Early Years settings to use. The
Locality Group Meetings include, Health Visitors, Early
Years settings, Sure Start, Essex County Council,
Child Minders Society Groups and other Governing
Bodies. This enables everybody to sit around the table
and discuss ideas and ways in which we can all
support our young children to develop in a positive,
stimulating environment.

One of the key features for us was the idea that
we can ‘loan’ out toys for a month or two at a time and
use them within our own settings. | have hired some
children’s digital cameras for the children to explore
and experiment with, we will use them to engage in our
outside environment and encourage children to use
technology. Please come in and have a look at the
work we have achieved.

Another key element is that the Children’s
Service have secured funding for a qualified teacher to
support all Early Years settings within the Tendring
area, which is fantastic news! | will look forward to
working with them in the near future and will value the
support this will bring.

I would like to congratulate, Louise Shaw, Jenny
Bass, Laura Gethen and Hayley Perry in completing
their level 1 course and wish Louise, Laura and Hayley
good luck as they head onto their level 2. Jenny will
begin her level 3 in September with Dionne Fulcher.

Our September registering has already begun, if you
wish to put your child’s name down for the Winter term,
please pop in and see us and see what we can offer
your child as spaces are filling up fast already.

(Names are already being added for January 2009, so
be quick!!)

Thank you for your time.
Allison Hunt — Manager .
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BLUEBELLS

What better scene to epitomise spring, than a carpet of
wild bluebells, (scilla non-scripta). A typical woodland
species which carpets the ground beneath the trees,
and sometimes appears in hedgerows.

The bluebell leaves are twice as long as the leaf-stalk,
broad, smooth and shining and they fall backwards with
their own weight. It is interesting to note that the plants
can survive without their flowers but destroying their
leaves eg. by trampling on them, starves them of food
and can destroy them. The flowers are a deep blue on a
solitary flowering stem. The scent from these dainty
flowers is amazing and insects are attracted to them.
The fruit is a capsule which splits open and releases the
ripe seed around the parent plant. It prefers to grow in a
humus soil, which is usually light and sandy. In times
gone by the white bulbs were used for making glue. The
bulbs also contain starch, which was used to stiffen the
elaborate ruffs worn by gentlefolk in Elizabethan times.
It is now an offence to dig bluebells up.

It has many nicknames including, Bell-bottle, Hare Bell,
Wood Bells, Blue Rocket, Cuckoo’s Stockings and Ring
0’ Bells, to name but a few. The latter refers to the
flowers resemblance to a symphonia or ring of bells,
which is a number of tuned bells hung on a stick and
struck with a hammer.

As with so many plants, there has been an introduction
from abroad, the Spanish bluebell, a larger variety,
which threatens our native species.

FOR THE BEST PLACES TO SEE BLUEBELLS IN
APRIL see page 23 & IN MAY see page 9

“

Welcome to summer visitors
Look out for the arrival of swallows and house martins.
Any time now...........
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WATER VOLES

Water voles are the most highly threatened of all
our British mammals. Immortalised by Ratty in
Wind in the Willows they are having a very tough
time. A shy quiet creature living along the edge of
our river banks they really only ask for is food,
peace, and a home. It was noted in the 1980’s that
their numbers were in decline and a survey
published in 1993 revealed that the animal had
disappeared from two-thirds of sites where it had
been known at the start of the century. Based on
these findings experts estimate that only 6 per cent
of its original sites are now occupied.

What do they look like?

: Chestnut brown fur
Short rounded ears
Blunt snout, chubby face
Long hair covered tail
Body length of up to 20cm
Four toes on the fore paw
and five on the hind

What has caused this decline?

Loss of waterside habitat due to agricultural
intensification, with often just leaves a narrow strip
of vegetation by the waters edge.

Heavy use of pesticide in the 1950’s and 60's.
Severity of flooding on many flood plains.

Mink, many of which escaped or were released
from fur farms. They are the only predator fast
enough to catch them in the water and the female
is small enough to get into their burrows.

Where do you find them?

They occur on rivers, ditches, dykes, reed beds,
lakes and ponds. They prefer low flowing water
where the level does not fluctuate greatly.

They need banks to burrow into and create
extensive tunnel systems. They have entrances
above and below the water level, the latter for
emergency escape routes.

What do they eat?

They are vegetarians and eat a wide variety of
plants on the riverbank and in the water(227 plant
species have been identified in their diet). In winter
they will store food underground in stock piles.

How do you know they are present?

Walking by the waters edge you may hear the
distinctive “plop” of the vole as it noisily leaps into
the water to warn other voles of danger.

Its droppings are about 1-1.5cm long and are
rounded at each end. Often left in piles known as
latrines.

There may be a hole on top of a bank and the voles
graze around this entrance creating little circular
“lawns”.



Pet's
corner

DANGEROUS DOGS -
ARE ASBOS THE ANSWER?

| did an article last year about dog bites, but it still hits
the news. The debate more recently revolves around
the Dangerous Dogs Act. This Act revolves around the
supposition that all dogs of a particular breed are likely
to be aggressive, and was a response to certain
breeds such as American Pit Bull Terriers.

The problem is that any breed of dog can bite, and
small children are more vulnerable because of the
similarity in size of the dog and child, and the power of
the dog’s jaw. Small children also are not aware of a
dog’s body language and so carry on regardless with
actions that can lead to being bitten — tails are seen as
fantastic devices to a young mind to just pull.
Research has shown that children are most likely
bitten by the dog of a relative or friend. But on the
other hand, living with a dog is good for children. They
grow up to be more caring and responsible and are
less likely to suffer from asthma (contrary to popular
belief!). They are less likely to visit their GP and their
parents are more likely to survive a heart attack, if
they own a dog. So there are many benefits to dog
ownership.

The problem is the few rogue dogs that are out there.
If the Dangerous Dogs Act was successful, we should
be seeing less people bitten since the Act came in in
1991. The casualty departments in hospitals have not
seen any change in the numbers of bite wounds.

Certainly there are breed traits — collies like to herd
and German Shepherd Dogs like to guard — but this is
a starting point only. Indifferent breeding, poor early
exposure to new experiences before the age of 3-4
months and owner reinforcement of bad behaviour are
all added on to this blank canvas. Rescue dogs are
particularly unknown quantities and are best taken
from vet checked charities such as the Dogs Trust
who check the behaviour before re-homing. Education
is the key and all the animal welfare charities and the
Kennel Club have schemes to try and achieve this.
But the law should have a place for dogs showing
unprovoked aggression. Many people are suggesting
a legal obligation to dogs based on individual traits like
an ASBO. This would be much better, rather than
label all animals of specific, hard to define breeds (a
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Pit Bull Terrier can look much like Staffordshire
terriers to both the trained and untrained eye) that
are rarely seen in public (anyone seen a Japanese
Tosa recently?). These could force muzzling in
public, keeping them on a lead, visiting a reputable
animal behaviouralist or having the animal re-homed
or destroyed. Maybe we might then see the numbers
of bite wounds falling, and the enjoyment that we
should have with our pets increasing for all.

MARK ALLINGTON
B.Sc Vet Med (Hons)
BVM & S: MRCVS

News from The Friends of
Great Bentley Primary School

Our first event of 2008 was our Fancy Dress Key
Stage 1 Disco and our Key Stage 2 Diamonds and
Tiara’s for the girls and Suited and Booted for the
boys Disco.

We would like to thank all the pupils and
parents for making such a great effort in their
costumes and outfits on the evening.

It was a very difficult task to choose a winner
from all the fabulous outfits. Congratulations to our
Key Stage 1 winners who were David Sturley as
Sportacus from Lazy Town, Danny Eldridge as The
Thing from Fantastic Four, Anastasia Bayliss as a
Disney Princess and Jessica Radford as a Butterfly
Princess.

Our Key Stage 2 Disco was just as hard to
judge because there were so many boys in smart
suits and girls in gorgeous outfits with wonderful
tiaras.  Congratulations to Alice Gamby, Emily
Baverstock, Joshua Parrott and Harvey Welham-
Cobb.

Thanks to all the Friends members for all their
help at the disco and to all the teachers for giving up
their free time to be at the disco.

Our next fundraising event is our adult magic
cabaret evening with Michael J Fitch, star of Channel
Fours Freaky Friday on Saturday 26™ April 2008.
Tickets are still on sale, please call Pauline on 01206
250517. SEE PAGE 15.

As always we thank everyone for their support of our
events.

Pauline Lifton
Chairperson

=1
5 Great Bentey
Primary School
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LOCAL W.E.A. COURSES A GREAT SUCCESS

The Great Bentley branch of the national adult
education association known as the WEA feel they
can congratulate themselves after their first set of
one-day courses brought people to the village hall
from all over Essex on Saturday 1st March.

Those attending voted it a virtually unqualified
success. Both topics - “The Natural History of the
Tendring Peninsula” and “Aspects of the History of
Colchester” proved popular crowd pullers with over
30 students cramming tables in the Mitchell Room
for the first of these; while almost 50 in the Main Hall
were entertained to a most original look at
Colchester’s history. With over half the total sitting
down to lunch together, the gathering was a social
as well as intellectual hit.

The lecturers could hardly have been
bettered. Well-known local historian Patrick Denney
showed why he is such a popular speaker. For
those locals who thought they had a good
knowledge of Colchester's past there were many
surprises, with much that was less familiar material.

For example, even those who'd lived many
years in the area were unaware of how, nationally,
the mass, ready-made suit industry was virtually
invented there by an ex-pawnbroker named Hyam
Hyam, long before anyone had heard of Burtons and
other such companies. Patrick explained how Hyam
replaced the small tailors in the town by delivering
ready-cut garment pieces to women “outworkers” in
villages like this one, for assembly and machining.
Hence the reason why, in C19th censuses, many
villagers gave “tailoress” as their occupation.

Similarly popular was Tricia Moxey, a wildlife
expert from Chelmsford, who had her group “hands-
on” examining samples of various trees and plants,
and looking at the changing nature of our local
environment.

Hoping to boost its local profile, the WEA were
pleased to see so many new faces from around the
Gt Bentley area, a number of whom had never been
to our lectures before. And for those from further
afield, we were pleased to show off our excellent
local facilities at the hall. The additional financial lift
we had aimed at was also achieved with over £300
profit that will guarantee we can continue to provide
lectures on a wide range of topics of general interest,
like the superb course on “Art in East Anglia” that
we've enjoyed this term. - LOOK OUT FOR
ADVERTISMENTS OF OUR COURSES FOR NEXT
SEPTEMBER.

Need to get to the hospital?

Tendring Community Transport
Hopper Bus
Ring 01255 436962
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The Friends of Great Bentley School
invites you to an adults only
MAGIC CABARET EVENING
WITH
MICHAEL J. FITCH

Saturday 26th April
Great Bentley Village Hall

7.30pm
Award winning magician and @
star of Channel 4's brilliant C
‘Freaky Magic’
©)

Michael J. Fitch is one of Britain’s
most exciting magicians

Michael will make it an event to remember and
will entertain the guests in his own unique way.
With his trademark charming cheeky personality
and an astonishing array of baffling magic he not
only has people in fits of laughter, he ‘fools the
pants off them’.

Michael will be performing from 8.00pm to
9.00pm and the evening will then finish with a
Disco until 11.30pm.

Tickets are £8.00 per person (over 16’s only)
Please bring your own drinks and food

Ticket order forms can be collected
from Great Bentley Primary School Reception
or call
Pauline Lifton on 01206 250517 for tickets
or further details.

We are looking forward to a great night and hope
you can join us to help raise funds for
Great Bentley School

R = e R = R e L = e R e R = = e = R R e R e Y = R R e

PIGEON SHOOTING

My name is Kevin and | moved to Great Bentley 8
years ago. | have been shooting for 35 years, and |
have been looking for somewhere to go pigeon
shooting, but as | don’t know anyone | don’'t know
who to ask. If you have any land or know anyone
who does please contact me.

01206 252313 or email me on
kmklworzel@tiscali.co.uk

Kevin

Thank you
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LADIES DAY
Saturday 26th April

Vestry Room
St Mary’'s Church

10am - 4pm

Jewellery: Hats: Flowers: Makeup:
Dresses: Cards: Shoes
and many more ladies accessories

and get some fantastic ideas
for that special event!

The Races, Wedding, Prom Night.

For further information
contact
Alex/Goldie

LA\
01206 251747 S
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SPRING FAYRE

5

17th May

10am - 12 noon
to be held at the
Clacton & District Stroke Association
85 Frinton Road, Holland on Sea

|

|
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|

|

|

|
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|

|
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|

|

|
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I Home made cakes and produce

1 Our famous grand raffle

| Jewellery and gifts

! Plants, gardening items

! Books and hand crafted celebration cards
: Nearly new cloths and household items
. Bottle stall

I (bottles of all sizes and contents to be won)
I Tea, Coffee & Cakes

l Guess the right amount of coins in a jar
| and win the contents

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

For further information phone
01255 815905

We would very much appreciate any
items for this event.

Brightlingsea Hospice Support Group
JUMBLE SALE
Saturday 12th April
YMCA Hall Brightlingsea
10am - 12 noon
in aid of St Helena’s Hospice

GARDENING CLUB PLANT SALE

Saturday 26th April

</ 10am
A
</ Village Hall

Flower, foliage and vegetable plants,
gardening books, various gardening tools
and miscellaneous items

Coffee, Cake Stall, Raffle

Don't forget the Annual
Plant Sale and Coffee Morning
in aid of

St Helena Hospice
on
Saturday 10th May
at the Village Hall

Donation of plants, cakes, produce,

raffle prizes etc. very gratefully received.

Barbara Ticker 250145

Brightlingsea All Saints & St James

A Parish Coffee Morning and
Spring Open Garden

Saturday 5th April
46 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea
Admission £1
Cakes - Books - Raffle



ADVERTISEMENTS

As we complete our April magazine we have just 2
small spaces available for the rest of the year.
We really have some very interesting adverts and
include a little about some of our unusual/latest ads
on this page.

SCRAP BOOKING

| expect many of you may have overlooked
the craft advert tucked away on page N. Maybe the
name conjures up childhood memories of large
books full of plain paper on which you stuck coloured
pictures that were bought in sheets, cut and glued
and known as “scraps”. Well forget all of that.
Needless to say the more modern version, popular
across “the pond” is how catching on fast here and
combines a mixture of crafts and we are so lucky to
have a scrap booking class right here on our
doorstep at Cedars Hall, Frating

First of all don't worry if you are a beginner
because we all help each other and have various
levels of skill. Caroline and Jackie prepare a new kit
each month that contains everything you will need
from the card, paper, ribbon etc so that all you will
have to do is add your photographs. There is room
for originality or you an just follow the full set of
instructions which come with the pack. New
techniques are introduced every month which
Caroline demonstrates to us all. You don’t have to
buy the kit you can just come along and do your own
thing. You can learn so much and everyone will give
you help or advice if you ask. The great thing is we
always have a laugh, a cup of tea or coffee and of
course a hiscuit, not to mention quite a lot of
chatting!

We have our own area to work in which we
lovingly call “our scrap shed” which houses all the
equipment you need to use. There is always a good
selection of card, paper, embellishments etc. so you
can shop for any extras you need whilst attending
the class and there are machines to cut out lettering,
shapes etc. It really is a wonderful way to bring
together family memories, photos and memorabilia,
to keep for posterity. Classes are held fortnightly so
why not come along and join us on a Tuesday
evening. (Friday morning sessions are currently
full.) You will be made most welcome.

Manor House Photographers

is a local Clacton based family firm of
photographers who believe in good service and
honest prices. Trevor, Stephen and Sandra have
over 10 years experience in photography around the
UK in holiday parks and studios.

It is their abilty to mix and match IT,
photography and general entertainment which
produces an all round tailored and polished service
for any family and fund raising event.
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THE FAT GOOSE, Heath

Road, Tendring, now open for
Lunch and Dinner
Tuesday - Sunday.

Try our special LUNCH WITH CHEF

2 course £10.00 or 3 course £12.00

Tuesday to Friday 12.-2.30pm.

Everything is made using fresh, seasonal and locally
sourced products.

Tel: 01255 870060

NEW ADVERTISERS
INNOV8 GARDENS {:"
01206 306117 or 07712532007.

Innov8 Gardens is a locally based

firm, which centres itself upon

catering for a total range of needs. We recognise
that everyone has different ideas, tastes and
budgets, and always treat these areas with the
utmost care and diligence as we wish you to be
satisfied with the end product.

The staff are well versed in the design;
construction and maintenance of the garden and are
always seeking to provide the best possible finish.

From the removal of an unwanted tree stump,
through to regular maintenance and on to a
personally tailored, innovative design scheme and its
implementation - whatever we do is specifically
geared to the clients needs. INNOV8 GARDENS
are here to provide the solutions for your gardening
issues, whatever they may be ..... (see p. 35)

BED LINEN DIRECT
Hayley Taylor 01206 251968

Pillows, Duvet sets, towels, pillowcases, quilted
throw sets and much more. Delivered to your door.
(see p. 35)

STEEPLECHASE

This unique “shop” is based at The Lodge at Aingers
Green. (Turn right off Plough Road and follow the
road down to the house). As well as selling ladies
silk shoes there are lots of gifts suitable for both men
and ladies, items for the home and all with a good
range of prices. The shop is open on Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10am till 4pm.

DIGITECH AERIALS

For a full digital TV, or to upgrade your aerial to
digital see page 35.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS PAGE A
NEW PHONE NO. 01255 823119



Peter’s

Potterings

This month | want to talk about container gardening. The
first thing of course that you need is a container. So
what is a container garden? Well it's anything that you
can put soil into and grow plants in. Almost anything can
be used from the vast selection of pots etc. in any of the
DIY shops to something a bit more unusual such as
children’s seaside buckets, old sinks, baskets, old
wellington boots ... the list is endless.

Apart from using your imagination the main thing
that must be done is to ensure that the soil in the
container keeps in good condition so the plants flourish.
If the container is a bucket or anything that holds water
you need to make a number of holes in the bottom,
otherwise your arrangements will turn into a wet soggy
water garden and most of the plants will rot off. This,
with some drainage material in the bottom inch or so,
before adding the soil or compost will let the soil drain
satisfactorily. The traditional drainage material was
broken pieces of clay pots, but | often use a few larger
stones followed by a selection of smaller stones or pea
grit. This stops the soil from washing down between the
larger stones and reducing the drainage. The opposite
to getting rid of excess water is to keep it in the
container. This mainly applies to things such as baskets
which have porous sides which allows the moisture to
evaporate out very quickly. (The basket may be a wicker
work type basket or a traditional wire hanging basket
lined with moss). If you are using a traditional wire
hanging basket you may be able to get a special water
retaining liner to place in the basket before you add the
soil. The other alternative is to cut a large piece of
plastic from the side of your compost bag (I turn it inside
out and use the black side outside) and use this to line
the container. Don't forget to cut drainage holes in the
plastic before filling. | usually cut the drainage holes a
little way up the container, say 1 inch, which means
when you water, the very bottom of the container acts
like a small dish and saves a small reserve of water
which helps keep the plants happy on a very hot day, or
if you have forgotten to water them.

So what type of plants can one use? The first
thing that springs to mind is probably flowers. The object
usually is to produce a nice lot of “Summer Colour”. The
choice of flowering plants for Summer is amazing. You
need to bear in mind the size to which the plant will grow
and the colour combination that you hope to achieve.
You can have just one variety such as geraniums or
fuchsia, and they will produce a stunning display.
Alternatively you can try mixing the varieties. Not just a
variation in colour but add in contrasting foliage plants,
maybe one a bit taller and of a different colour. Last year
| used one called Centradenia. This is a combination of
upright and semi trailing with dark red and green leaves
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and small mauve flowers. The flowers are fairly
insignificant but once it starts growing you get red
tips pushing through the other plants as a pleasing
contrast. The list of plants you can use is endless
and it is best to take a walk around a garden centre
and select your favourite varieties. One thing to
watch out for is to check the plant label and keep like
plants together. Don’t mix shade loving with those
best in full sun, or put drought resistant plants such
as geraniums with those that needs lots of moisture
like fuchsias. Yes they will both survive and flower
but will not give the best display.

Vegetables are becoming more popular for
containers - tomatoes have been grown in grow
bags for years. We have all seen or heard of
strawberries grown in containers but mostly these
are grown in the greenhouse. There are now a
number of varieties which are dwarf and ideal for
container growing and these include miniature bush
tomatoes, dwarf French beans and dwarf runner
beans. (Hesta is a variety that springs to mind or
perhaps normal runners grown in a circle and
growing up canes set round the edge of the
container tied at the top like a wigwam). Also small
peppers, chillis and cucumbers can be grown
outside if you position them in nice warm places on
the patio. Oh and | almost forgot you can grow lots
and lots of herbs very easily.

Finally just a word about compost. It is
essential to use a good quality compost as
everything depends on what the plants can get from
their roots. As they say for us humans, you are what
you eat. There are a number of composts available.
The most common is a multi purpose compost,
mainly peat based but there are now many
alternatives made from coir (coconut husks)
shredded bark, leaf mould etc. The main point with
all of these is that as they are soilless they tend to
dry out. Once dried out they are more difficult to
rehydrate, and they also need regular feeding as the
nutrients are used up quickly. Using a special water
retaining gel and a slow release fertiliser will help.
The other variety of composts are soil or loam
based, commonly known as John Innes types.
These are a mixture of sterilised soil, sand and
fertiliser. It is much heavier than soilless types and
retains moisture much better. It is most suitable for
containers growing permanent plants such as
shrubs. There are also a number of specialised
composts which vary the chemical make up such as
the acidity of the mixture for heathers, fine
composition with low fertiliser for seed sowing etc.

Whatever you do, think about what you want
to achieve, look after the containers, especially
watering, and enjoy the end results

PETER ALLINGTON



Great Bentley Parish Council

Hollybush Hill to Flag Hill

Concerned residents have written to the Parish Council regarding the 40 mph speed
limit from Hollybush Hill to Flag Hill. Essex County Councillor Derek Robinson reported
at the Parish Council meeting that he is trying to have a 30mph speed limit along this
stretch of the B1027 and also between Alresford and Thorrington. However the central
government transport department has issued guide lines to local authorities that no
speed limits should be imposed until after surveys have been carried out and then put
in place by the end of 2011. In the mean time no ad hoc changes should be made. He
has asked that both stretches be placed in the top priorities when consideration takes
place. He has asked for ‘Pedestrian on Highway’ signs to be erected at Hollybush Hill
and Flag Hill as a priority. District Councillor Lynda McWilliams and the Parish Council
are all putting pressure on the Highways department to get the speed limit changed.

2008 Calor Essex Village of the Year and Best Kept  Village Competion

Great Bentley has entered once again. Please help to keep the village tidy and litter free.

Concessionary Bus Passes

In Essex, the 12 District and Borough Councils and Southend have joined together to form the Essex
Countywide Concessionary Travel Scheme, allowing holders free travel on local bus services anywhere in
Essex from 0930 to 2300 (Maldon DC 0900) effective from 1% April 2008. Concessionary Bus Passes are
available for older people and those with disabilities.

Railway Station Ticket Office

National Express, the new name for ‘One’, has taken over the Great Bentley railway ticket office from Network
Rail and will initially be open Monday to Friday 0710 -1330.

Beat Surgery
PCSO Sally Boyden is holding her beat surgery at the Resource Centre on Monday 14™ April 7.30pm to 9pm.

Tendring District Council has no green recycling bi ns at present. | have a few without lids at
the Resource Centre. TDC does not expect to obtain any more before early May and will
deliver more to the Resource Centre shortly aftert  his.

Parish Council Meetings

Thursday  3rd April 2008 7.30pm
Thursday 1% May 2008 7.30pm

Resource Centre opening Times

Thursday  3rd April 2pm - 4pm
Wednesday 9™ April 12pm to 2pm
Thursday 17" April 10am — 12pm
Friday 25" April 11am — 1pm
Wednesday 30" April 3pm to 5pm

Other times leave a message on the answer-phone at the resource centre (01206 256410) Email
clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk (both checked regularly). | will contact you as soon as possible. It can
also be arranged for the office to be open to view plans etc if required.

Mrs Karen Paradise
Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council
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SMOKE ALARMS

Essex Fire and Rescue Service are taking an active
part in a Government financed scheme to cut fire
deaths. A trained Fire Fighter will make an appointment
to call and carry out a Fire Safety visit in your own
home. Even if you have smoke detectors they may be
old or poorly sited. During this visit they will give Home
Fire safety advice, answering questions. Plus if
required will:

SUPPLY and FIT BRAND NEW SMOKE ALARMS
WITH ATEN YEAR BATTERY

COMPLETELY FREE OF CHARE
There is no catch you have already paid
for this service in your taxes

To take advantage of this FREE scheme »
please phone
574255 and leave your details so an
appointment can be made.

Les Nicoll on 01206 ~
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SURGERY NOTES

| suspect that one or two people might have
spotted a surveyor’s van in the distinctive livery of
a prominent national car park company, parked
outside “The Hollies” a few days ago. | might as
well come clean with the fantastic news that we
might at last have come up with a solution to the
parking problem around the surgery.

The brainwave for solving the problem came from
an employee of the company whose daughter we
treated for jellyfish stings when they were on
holiday at a local caravan park last summer. He
had to park down beyond the pharmacy and
asked why we hadn't put a car park on the
Green. When it was explained that this would be
illegal his incredibly simple solution was to put a
car park UNDER the Green. Why haven't we
thought of this before?

The suggestion is that the entrance should be via
a tunnel constructed down the driveway of the
surgery. The main chamber of the car park will
then be beneath the children’s play area. As
there will be no buildings to worry about above,
the surveyor tells us that this will make the whole
construction very simple. There may have to be
some ventilation equipment, but apparently this
can easily be disguised as another slide.

The real beauty of the project is that it will cost
the surgery — and the village — nothing at all. The
company will get mineral rights to the huge, rich
seam of gravel which runs through the area and
which someone tried unsuccessfully to get
planning permission to access, up near the
Clacton road last year. In return for keeping the
profits from mining the gravel, they will construct
the car park for free.

All of this is subject, of course, to planning
consent and the outline application will go in
shortly. I'm sure it would help a great deal if as
many people as possible could write in support of
the application. If letters are addressed to Mary
Maskell at the usual address, she will collect
them all together and we will arrange to deliver
them to Tendring District Council in time for the
relevant Planning Committee meeting, which we
feel sure will rubber stamp the proposal.

This simple idea should permanently solve the
parking problem at a stroke and mean that
everyone can drive to the surgery, even from
within the village, safe in the knowledge that
there will be space available and that they won't
have to walk far from their car.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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.y Cookery Corper

| +=i¢ Riddle solved

Now we know the answer to the perennial question which comes first the chicken or the egg.

A few years ago St. Delia told the nation how to boil an egg and Lo and Behold, eggs flew off the supermarket
shelves - and by the way, isn’'t her new book just awful? Now the super-television-star chefs Jamie and Hugh
have shown us (apparently, | didn’'t see the programme) in no uncertain terms, the nasty practice of producing
cheap factory farmed tasteless chickens, so, as far as the exposé industry goes, eggs first, chickens after.

I'm all in favour of enlightening the public about the factory farming business, but now | can't buy a free range
or organic chicken for love or money, at this rate we’ll have to put our name on a chicken as soon as it has
hatched, just as one does if one wants the son of one to go to Eaton. Well of course it's a good thing (free
range chickens that is, not sons to Eaton), but | do feel a little miffed that | can’t buy one of my favourite foods.
Indeed, as | have written before, and am about to do so again, a decently reared chicken, smothered in butter
and fresh herbs, with lemon shoved up its bum is celestial food. But if you live on your own a roast chicken is
not exactly practical, unless you want to eat cold roast chicken for days on end. Nonetheless, | rarely buy
chicken portions, as they are such bad value for money, and of course you don't get the carcass, thereby
denying yourself of the wonders of chicken stock. So, buy a whole free-range and, if possible, organic
chicken, and if you don’t want to cook the whole bird joint it, | assure it is not at all difficult.

Jointing the bird

Cut all the trussing string, if any, then with either poultry shears or a short-bladed kitchen knife detach the legs
from the bird and cut through the joint if it is a large chicken divide the leg joint into the thigh and the drumstick.
Do the same with the wings. Turn the chicken on its back and cut the two breasts from carcass. Thus you
should have 6 or 8 joints these can be frozen and the carcass made into stock.

Recipes

One of the simplest recipes imaginable is to fry the seasoned breasts in foaming butter adding a little finely
chopped garlic, a smattering of parsley, and if you are feeling very decadent a splash of white wine and a
dollop of cream. The whole takes less time than Delia’s so called fast recipes, and tastes much better.

For something a little more complicated (but not much) try Poulet Sauté Au Vinaigre, a dish that originates
from Lyon. This version of it comes from that excellent book, Roast Chicken And Other Stories by Simon
Hopkinson.

Ingredients: 1.8kg/4lb chicken cut into 8 pieces (this recipe can be reduced for a smaller chicken or adapted
for one or two joints); salt and pepper; 110g/40z of unsalted butter (it is always better to use unsalted butter for
cooking as it doesn't ‘catch’ so easily); 2 tbsp of olive oil; 6 very ripe tomatoes, skinned, deseeded and
chopped; 300ml/¥2 pint best quality red wine vinegar; 300ml/%%pint chicken stock; 2 heaped tbsp of finely
chopped parsley.

Method: Season the joints of chicken with salt and pepper. Heat 50g/20z of the butter and the olive oil in a
flameproof casserole until turning just nut brown. Add the chicken and fry gently turning from time to time, until
golden brown all over. Add the chopped tomatoes, and carry on frying and stewing until the tomato has lost its
moisture and is dark red and sticky. Pour in the vinegar and reduce by simmering until almost disappeared.
Add the stock, and simmer again until reduced by half. Remove the chicken to a serving dish and keep warm.
Whisk the remaining butter into the sauce to give a glossy appearance. Add 1 tbsp of the chopped parsley to
the sauce, pour over the chicken and sprinkle with the remaining

parsley. Serve with boiled potatoes and accompany the dish with a

plain green salad

G.R. \
A\Q S
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W.I.

Mr Gallop, who is a Blue Badge National Trust Tourist
Guide at Flatford gave a talk and slideshow at our
March meeting about ‘Flatford Mill and Constable
Country’. He set up two parallel screens and showed
us Constable’s paintings on one and the view of the
same place as it is today on the other. It was
extremely interesting to see the differences, although
many of the scenes remained almost the same,
including Willy Lotts house and the Millpond. Today,
trees grow near the river bank but, as depicted by
Constable in his day, this area was clear so the barge
horses could walk along the towpath whilst pulling up
to 26 ton loads from Manningtree to Sudbury. The
journey took 14 hours going up river and 12 returning.
During this 24 mile long journey, these horses had to
jump over approximately 120 three foot high fences
which were across the towpath and essential to keep
the cows in the fields. In addition, the horses had to
negotiate 17 locks and had to be transported across
on the barges 33 times during the journey to reach
clear towpath which unbelievably was not all on the
same side of the river! These barges delivered bricks
and cereals to Sudbury en route to London and night
soil (raw sewage) was brought back as well as olil,
iron, coal and lime. The invention of the railway
eventually superseded these barges during WW1 but
this system was successful for about 200 years!

Our next meeting at 8pm on Tuesday April 1st will
be a Microwave Cookery demonstraton.

As always visitors and new members are very
welcome.

ART CLUB

Tuesday 8th April, 7.30pm
Painting for Exhibition

Tuesday 22nd April, 7.30pm
Critique by Howard Leyshon (bring your own work)

S
D

W

&

Tuesday 29th April
Still Life
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GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

We had a most enjoyable meeting in the Village Hall on the
27th February when we were entertained by Elaine Barker
who sang and played Folk Music and read old country
poems. We also took part in the singing.

Diary of Events for April

Wednesday 16th April - Visit to Perrywood Garden
Centre

Wednesday 23rd April - AGM followed by a social
afternoon.

Competition - Who is it? Childhood photos of members.

GARDENING CLUB

Mr Claydon and his wife, both National and County show
judges, gave us lots of hints and tips regarding ‘What the
Judges are Looking For’ when exhibiting plants, flowers,
vegetables etc. | would share the advice with you, but as a
fairly new gardener, and a complete novice in showing my
produce, | feel the need to have an advantage for the
Summer Show!!! (That leaves only the rest of the
Gardening Club to compete with!) One little tip I'll give you
though, Judges turn vases of flower exhibits around to look
at the back! The meeting was most informative for all of
us, as we have our own club Spring Show next month and
I'm sure some of the tips will help us with our exhibits.

Our next meeting is at 8pm on Tuesday 15th April in
the Village Hall. This is our Spring Show and soci  al
evening. The staging of exhibits starts at 7pm.

You are very welcome to come and take a look and see
what we get up to!

Liz Harry Tel: 250511

HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 10th April
Village Hall, 8.00pm
The East Coast Holiday Trade
Norman Jacobs

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Sunday 13th April
Barnes Spinney Primrose Open Day &
Plant Sale 11.00am - 4pm
Sunday 27th April
Weeley Hall Woods

Bluebell Open Day
11lam - 4.00pm.



Children’s Page K ijﬁ\m

POTATOES IN ABUCKET
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Cricket Club News

New Season - New Committee.

The 2007 AGM saw an increase in the
numbers on the club committee. It is
now well represented by both
Cricketers and social members. The
full committee now is:

Chairman - Richard Morton, Secretary
- Pete Bodily, Treasurer - Donna
Wright, First Team Skipper - Rod
Fowler, Second Team Skipper - Rupert
Haxell, Fixtures Secretary - Neil
Morton, Child Welfare Officer - Allison

Hunt, Bar Manager - Jeff Wright,
General Committee Mitchell Hunt,
Dennis Curry, Len Clayden, Paul

Hamilton, Carrie Kemp,

Membership

Membership will again run from the 1st
April for 12 months with the same
grade of membership as last season.
One change this season is that new
members will not need to be proposed
and seconded by existing members
and the applications will be decided
only by the committee.

It was also decided that the
Membership Fees should not be
increased and they remain as follows:

Playing Membership £25
Family Membership £10

Social Membership £5
Junior Membership £2

Pre Season Social
Event 13th April 2008
The committee are
planning to hold an
Open Day on Sunday
13th April. This is to
zl have a bit of a get
together prior to the
start of the season,
make a start on filling
out the mandatory
forms, pay membership fees
and to meet the coaches and
the new committee.  Jeff
Wright will be opening
the bar for the first
time as the new Bar
Manager. Please
come along and join
us for a drink.

Junior Coaching
Nights

Junior Coaching Night will
start after the Open Day on

Thursday 17th April.
Due to regulations on coach/
child ratios, and our

aspiration to get Clubmark
this year, we are unable to
open the coaching to all ages
and can only take children of
8 years old and over. We
also ask that you make the
effort to be there on time as it
can be very disruptive to the
session when children turn
up late.

We will again be making a
small charge of £1 per child.
Allison Hunt and Carrie
Kemp will be there to book in
the children and to ensure
their safety, so please give

them your support and
ensure your child is
registered, booked in and

medical forms have been
filled in and returned.

25

Cricket Force 2008
April 5th/6th

Once again the Cricket Club
is going to kick off the season
with a big effort to improve
the clubhouse facilities for
the coming year. Some of
the projects this year include;
A sliding door to expand the
bar area once the changing
room is cleared post match;
Replacement of the Kitchen
Windows; New shelving for
the bar; Painting the interior
and exterior of the
clubhouse; Replace the Bar
flooring; Improve the storage
facilities for the wicket
equipment and preparing the
wicket for the coming year.

If you have any
specialist skills or just
bundles of enthusiasm
to improve your club,
then please let Pete
Bodily (251058) or Jeff
Wright  (250127) know
how you can help.

Sponsorship

If you feel you could help out
by sponsoring, as an
individual or as a business
looking to fulfil Corporate and
Social Responsibility, please
get in touch with any member
of the committee.

Check out our Website @
www.gbcc.play-cricket.com



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

We are constantly hearing about various scams designed to relieve us of our hard earned cash. Some of the most
common ones are emails or phone calls which purport to come from a bank, stating they are running a security
check on customers accounts, and asking for confirmation of your on-line banking details. Another might say your
account is overdrawn and ask you to key in certain numbers on your keypad.

Some of these scams look or sound very genuine and are very professionally presented. Two such recent
ones were supposedly from Lloyds TSB Fraud Prevention Unit (cheekily stating that customers had complained
about unauthorised use of their on-line accounts!) and Nationwide, saying they needed to meet protection
requirements of the Financial Services Authority.

Needless to say, no banking organisation will ask for your details on-line or over the phone. You should
NEVER divulge them to anyone in such circumstances.

FREE HOLIDAY OFFERS

Occasionally, a phone call might advise that, as the result of a survey you completed (which you undoubtedly will
not recall doing!) you have won a free holiday or flights. There may well be one of these on offer, BUT this will only
pay for part of the holiday. To qualify for the free offer you will be required to pay the donor for the rest of the
holiday, ie flights or accommodation. | don't have to tell you this is going to cost a fortune, or you may have to
endure hours of unwanted sales pitch from a time-share company. BE WARNED.

LOTTERY PRIZES

It is an unfortunate fact that lottery scams are evolving at an increasing rate, principally because there are so many
people willing to believe they have won money, even though they haven’t entered the lottery in question! If you do
receive an email from some obscure lottery that you know nothing about, DO NOT answer it. You will be asked for
personal details which obviously should not be given out.

INTERNET BUGS

One of the latest bugbears on the ‘net is a really bad worm’ which can enter your pc via a so-called picture folder
and ruin the hard-drive. Advice .... if you are not expecting a picture or other specific information from a friend or
known contact, DO NOT OPEN IT. Simply delete it and empty your recycle bin immediately.

CASH MACHINE SKIMMING

It has been reported recently that there may have been ‘skimming’ incidents at cash machines at a bank in Harwich
and other local areas. These ‘skimmers’ are usually very sophisticated pieces of equipment that fit over the
machine face, so that it is difficult to tell the difference. They have something such as a leaflet holder attached to
the side of the machine, that will hold a mini camera which will record your pin number (but don't rely simply on
seeing this example to be suspicious). If you see anything at all odd with a cash machine, do not use it, but report
it to the bank, or the police, if the bank is closed.

Finally |1 agree with Dave Kirby (On Scams, December issue) that it is so sad that we have to be warned so often
about the many unscrupulous people out to take advantage of the unwary. It's an unfortunate by-product of
modern times, whereby there are so many opportunities presented for such nefarious activities.

Nevertheless, if we all heed these warnings, and regularly stay aware of these scams and ploys, we can
safeguard ourselves, and help those more vulnerable friends and neighbours.

Paul Manwaring
Great Bentley Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

EASTER FUN AT ESSEX POLICE MUSEUM

Essex Police Museum is holding a police-themed Easter Trail on Wednesday April 2nd and 9th. Come along any
time between 11am and 4pm. There will be chocolate prizes for everyone. The event is suitable for ages 3 and
over, admission is free but a voluntary £1 donation for each child welcome. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. No booking required. For more information visit www.essexpolice.uk/museum or call 01245 457150.

YV <

The museum is based at Essex Police Headquarters in Springfield, Chelmsford. There is no
parking available at headquarters during weekday working hours. We recommend you park
at the public car parks in Wharf Road or at Riverside Ice and Leisure (Victoria Road)

Nicola Bastendorff - Essex Police PR
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GREAT BENTLEY SHOW

RECIPE FOR FRUIT CAKE
(CLASS 109)

8 0z butter or margarine

8 0z caster sugar

4 eggs, beaten

8 0z seedless raisins

8 0z mixed currants & sultanas
4 0z glacé cherries, halved

8 oz plain flour

% level tsp salt

% level tsp mixed spice

Method

Line an 8" cake tin with double greaseproof paper.
Cream the fat and sugar together until pale and fluffy.
Add the eggs a little at a time, beating well after each
addition. Mix the fruit, flour, salt and spice and fold into
the creamed mixture, using a tablespoon. If necessary,
add a little milk to give a soft dropping consistency. Put
the mixture in the tin and level the top. Bake for 2 hours
at 110°C (time given is for fan oven - adjust cooking time
to suit type of oven).

PLEASE NOTE SIZE OF TIN REQUIRED
APPROXIMATE.

After judging last year's show, the new cookery judge
thought that the cake recipe needed to be revised. We
agreed with her and asked her to supply a new recipe.
She tried and tested this new recipe several times before
sending it to us.

IS

| am not usually twisted and bitter
But what makes me cross, is picking up litter
Not mine you understand, it's left on the Green
And where is the culprit, nowhere to be seen.

It's bottles and paper and cans of drink
And all this rubbish has made me think
It's not any old trash or bits of fluff
These are containers of high energy stuff

Red Bull, Lucozade and Orangeade too
High energy drinks that are good for you
Full of vitamins and zing they give you a kick
But they also make you a little bit thick

Thick, stupid or possibly blind
Cos where is the rubbish we always find?
In the road or the hedge? No on the Green
Three feet from a bin that couldn’t be seen!!

So next time you've finished your high energy drink
Let some go to your brain and please have a think
Look for the nearest bin that comes into view
And use it please, it's your Green too.

Anon

27

COACH TRIPS
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Great Bentley Art Club is arranging a coach trip to
GREENWICH
Saturday May 31st
Cost £13

Leave Village Hall 9.00am
Leave Greenwich 5.00pm

Attractions include:

The Old Royal Naval College
Cutty Sark
Royal Observatory
National Maritime Museum
The Fan Museum
The Queen’s House
Thames Path Walk to View The Thames Barrier

To book seats please ring
Mary Pilgrim Brightlingsea 302992

Coach Trip to Perrywoods Garden Centre

Wednesday April 16th
5 seats available
Leave Aingers Green at 11.00am
with pick-ups in the village
Depart Perrywoods at 3.00pm
Fare £5.00

Coach trip to

Dunwich for lunch and then on to
Woodbridge

Wednesday June 18th
10 seats available

Leave Aingers Green at 10.00am
with pick-ups in the village

Arrive back in Great Bentley at 6.00pm
Fare plus lunch - £14

Please ring 01206 250808
if interested in either of these trips.



MEMORIES

Pages from the Past

Yes | too have memories of seeing the Queen when
she was on her way to Harwich and stopping in Hare
Green, Great Bromley to see Mrs Locke. | went with
my late Aunt and Uncle (Mr and Mrs Phil Gosling) -
my son was 1 years old and so my step-mother
looked after him. Rev Ranson’s car pulled up right
opposite to where we were standing and | was able
to see the Queen get out of her car to walk to Rev
Ransom’s car to greet Mrs Locke. I'm not too certain
what the Queen was wearing but think she wore a
tan outfit.

Joyce Butler

Reading the March edition of the Parish Magazine, |
have put pen to paper as requested. Firstly
regarding the Queen’s visit to Gt Bromley to see Mrs
Locke. YES | was there, but did | see her? NO.
The excursion did not get off to a good start. At the
time | was at Gt Bentley Primary School, and as |
went home on the school bus, was told to go to a
particular queue by my teacher. | misunderstood her
request and went to the wrong place, which
warranted a ‘telling off by a rather annoyed and
harassed Miss Newman. When we arrived we were
told where to stand, and when the roar went up
“she’s here, she’s here” all the adults rushed to the
front and totally blocked my view!! It didn't help on
my return home to be told by my mum “What a pity
you weren’t with me, | was so close | could have
touched her”.

Secondly, Primroses, one of many treasured
childhood memories. Every year we, my sister
Jennie and |, went into the fields in Shair Lane where
my Dad worked, to pick lots of these dear little
flowers, whereupon Mum would wrap them in wet
tissue paper and place them in small boxes to be
posted to our Aunts in London, what a lovely gesture
wasn't it? But sadly not something that can be done
now. These excursions were not without high jinks,
as | was a messy ‘little bod’, and usually delighted in
making sure Jennie returned home as muddy as |
did, by jumping into the ditches and splashing us
both with muddy water. She was quite a fastidious
little soul at the time, and used to get a bit feisty,
which | hasten to add did not last long. But oh we
did have so much fun on our forays into the
countryside, always the best of pals.

Margaret Greenland

NEW NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER
FOR ESSEX POLICE

A new non-emergency number for Essex Police went
live on Thursday, March 6, 2008. The new number is
0300 333 4444. It is a 24 hour, seven days a week
service that will connect callers from across the county
to the switchboard at Essex Police. Calls will then be
directed to the most appropriate person, department or
station.

The non-emergency number should be used for
all enquiries to Essex Police but does not replace the
emergency number 999. If there is a crime or serious
incident in progress, a serious risk of injury or a risk of
serious damage to property you should always dial
999.

Deputy Chief Constable Andy Bliss said: “The
non-emergency number will improve telephone access
to the police ensuring that all calls are dealt with
quickly and effectively.

“By having a memorable, low cost, non-
emergency telephone number for the whole county it
will be easier to contact Essex Police even when you
are away from home. You can still contact your local
neighbourhood police officer on their mobile telephone
number, which can be found on our website
www.essex.police.uk or by texting your postcode to
07624 800 101.”

Mr Robert Chambers, chairman of the Essex
Police Authority, said: “Having a non-emergency
number provides convenient access to Essex Police 24
hours a day, a service members of the public have
asked for. | urge everyone across the county to
remember the new non-emergency phone number,
keep one of the handy business card reminders or
save it to their mobile phone.”

Callers to the non-emergency number will be
charged the same or less than calls to 01 (eg 01245)
and 02 (eg 0208) prefixed numbers and will be
included as part of any inclusive minutes or discount
package.

Bentley Green Players

Present the Comedy

To be held at
Great Bentley Methodist Church Hall

Thursday 15th, Friday 16th and
Saturday 17th May 2008

Starting at 7.45 p.m.

Tickets available at The Post Office
from Monday 21st April 2008

SHIAD

Price £5.00 each ¢,
\
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WHO IS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
SPECIALIST OFFICER?

If you want to find out a little more about what is
going on where you live or work then have a look at
the Neighbourhood Policing pages of our website.
Go to the Essex Police website
(www.essex.police.uk) and enter your postcode in
the ‘find your neighbourhood police officer’ box. This
will take you straight to your neighbourhood page.

You will be able to find the name, contact details and
a picture of your Neighbourhood specialist officer.
You will also be able to see Essex Police’s priorities
for your area, recent news and updates and
opportunities to meet your local neighbourhood
team. On this page there is also the chance to sign
up for Upbeat - a free email-based newsletter, which
contains local policing and crime prevention
information.

The Prime Minister, Gordon Brown said recently:
“We know people want more say about their
community and a visible and accessible police
service that deals with local problems and anti-social
behaviour. Whilst crime is falling, too many people
have a real fear about their communities and feel
detached from their police service. That is why we
have been working with the police on a new style of
policing to address local priorities, improve public
confidence and make neighbourhoods safer.
Neighbourhood policing is about giving local people
power over how their streets are policed. It is a
major step towards a new kind of policing - one in
which the citizen has real influence.”

Nicola Bastendorff
Essex Police

HEALTHLY LIVING & CRAFT FAYRE
Sunday 4th May
10.30am - 5.00pm
Village Hall
Entry £1.50
Accompanied child under 14, free
Come, relax and try therapies such as Reiki,
Reflexology and Indian Head Massage.
Handcrafted gifts, books, Home Made food, etc.
Free workshops
Raffle in Aid of Gt Bentley Conservation Group
For further information 01255 880731
Sponsored by Stour Valley Organic Lavender Co.

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS

Murder Mystery Evening
THANK YOU

THANK YOU
THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who came along to the
evening, we really appreciated the support that we
received, and are pleased to have made a profit of
£742 to put toward the cost of scaffolding towers we
desperately need for our January productions.

Our grateful thanks also go to those unsung heroes
who are always in the background doing a most
valuable job in helping the group.

Thank you to Donald Walker, who put together a
script for the cast to perform. We consider ourselves
very fortunate to have such a good friend to the
group in Donald, and really appreciate his help.
Thank you to Kevin Plummer who always takes care
of our electricity requirements, we would be totally
lost without you Kevin, and we are truly grateful to
you for your help. Thank you to Matthew Plummer
who operated the lighting with great efficiency.

Thank you to John Moss for stepping in to his
familiar role as front of house and assisting with the
playlet. Thank you to Dave Ross who always does a
fantastic job with the raffle. And thank you to the cast
and committee members of the group for your hard
work in making the evening a success.

We must mention how pleased we were with
SCOOBY SNAX of Brightlingsea, who supplied the
supper. The reports we have received from those
who attended the evening have been nothing but
praise for the quality of the food.

It was great to see so many people willingly helping
us clear up the hall at the end of the evening; our
sincere thanks go to you all.

Lynda

Chairman
On behalf of Bentley Green Players
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY/JUNE/JULY 2008

MAY

1st  Ascension Day & Hymns sung from church tower, followed by breakfast 7am o0
6th  W.I. Resolutions, Ploughmans Supper, Village Hall 3 Ml?
8th History Society, Paul Harman, The Electric Railway Village Hall, 7.30pm

10th  Plant Sale in aid of Hospice, Village Hall

17th St Mary’s Church Spring Fayre, Archery plus medieval games and crafts.

18th  Gardening Club visit to Kew Gardens

20th  Gardening Club, Propogation workshop - bring your own items! Mr Melvyn Prentice. Village Hall, 8pm

23rd  Great Bentley school half term

28th  Evergreen Friendship Club, Village Hall

JUNE

3rd W.I. Mrs Barbara Faulkner, Ladies Day at Ascot, Dress up and wear a hat!

3rd  Return to School

7th  Great Bentley Primary School Summer Fayre

12th  School class photos

12th  History Society, Talk on the Electric Palace Village Hall, 7.30pm

15th  Open Gardens Day

20th  School Summer Concert

21st  Gardening Club Outing to Glen Chantry

23rd to 27th  School PGL

25th  Evergreen Friendship Club, Village Hall

26th  School Key Stage 2 London Trip

28th GREAT BENTLEY CARNIVAL

28th RBL Veteran's Awareness Day, (at Carnival) Military Vehicles, etc.

JULY

1st  W.I. Strawberry Fayre at the Vestry Room, wear something pink!

3rd  Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea, Vestry Room

5th & 6th Methodist Church Flower Festival

10th  History Society, Captain Jan Kramer, Packet Boats and Postal Service scheme,
Village Hall, 7.30pm

11th  Running Club 5 mile race

15th  School Athletics Day Colne (Year 6)

15th  Garden Club outing

23rd Evergreen Friendship Club, Village Hall

23rd Great Bentley School End of Term

QUIZ NIGHT SUCCESS FOR ST HELENA HOSPICE

Thank you to all of you who came along to my Quiz Night in aid of St Helena Hospice on Saturday 23rd Feb-
ruary. The evening was a great success with over 190 people attending and the Village Hall was jam
packed. We even had to seat the last person in on a piano stool! Well done to Louise and team for winning
the Quiz with so much competition.

After running 16 miles that morning | was a little weary but the excitement of the evening got me
through a very busy night. | was thrilled to drive into St Helena’s fundraising office the following Monday to
hand over cash totalling £1,340! Heather and Chris at the office were really pleased. | would like to say a
HUGE thank you to all of you who contributed to the evening, by spending your hard earned cash on raffle
tickets and wine, and also to all those who contributed a raffle prize. The village businesses were very gen-
erous. The main raffle prize was won by Jo Willers, and she informs me that she enjoyed a wonderful 3
course Sunday lunch for two at the new restaurant in Tendring - The Fat Goose. | would also like to say a
special thank you to Plough Road Fitness Centre who contributed prizes worth over £120.

I have enjoyed much support for my running endeavours and especially from my Toddler Group. Bar-
bara Fookes and team, at Toddlers, also held a Coffee Morning on 7th March in aid of St Helena Hospice. |
was delighted to receive a cheque for £200 to pass on to this wonderful cause. Many thanks to all those who
contributed to the event. If this cause is close to your heart and you have missed my fundraising so far, |
have a donations website where you can make a donation which goes straight to the Hospice. The website
is www.justgiving.co.uk/amywatts. The London Marathon is looming now. | have a couple of long runs left,
18 and 20 miles, so if you see me out and about running please say hello as the long runs can be a little
mind numbing!

More Fundraising ....

St Helena Hospice have asked me if there are any Great Bentley residents who would like to form a team for
their “It's a Knockout” fun day on 25th May. We need a team of 10 people (or more teams if possible). There
is a minimum fundraising target of £75 per person. If you are interested, please contact me on 01206
250519 or email amyvwatts@live.co.uk. The event will be held at Colchester Rugby Club and | can supply
further information and sponsor forms to those who are interested. Neil and | are also planning another Quiz
Night later in the year, hopefully Neil will make it a little easier this time!

Amy Watts
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A few notes from Your District Councillor

B 1027 Flag Hill to Holly Bush Hill

Recently, Sally our PCSO, carried out her door to door questionnaire with residents who live along the B 1027. She
reported to me that many residents had concerns regarding traffic speed in the area where there is presently a 40
mph speed limit.

I highlighted the concerns to your Essex County Councillor Cllr Derek Robinson, and the Parish Council at its
meeting in February, and suggested that we all look to approaching the Highways Authority and ask for a reduction
of the speed limit to 30 mph. This was agreed. The Parish Council discussed the matter at its March meeting and is
contacting Highways with its support for a speed reduction. Cllr. Robinson and | have both contacted the relevant
Highways Department and have been informed that due to a government directive all A and B roads with speed
limits must be reviewed by 2011, and that the B 1027 is on the list for review.

As a member of The Tendring Rural South Neighbourhood Action Panel (NAP) I put the concerns to a recent
meeting held in March and it was agreed by other members that we needed to pursue with the speed reduction to
30 mph as there is no indication as to when the B 1027 is to be reviewed, also 2011 is a long way off. With the
support of NAP and our local police, | have written to the Police Department responsible for road traffic matters,
who liaise with the Highways Authority, for their assistance to try and bring forward the review for the B 1027.

Clir. Derek Robinson meanwhile has taken on the responsibility to liaise with the Highways Authority for the
provision of road safety signs, to be sited where parents and children need to frequently cross the road to access
their vehicles, and where the children cross the road to and from the school bus. He is also pursuing the need for
the speed reduction.

Railway Sidings

Thank you to all the residents who have written to Network Rail relating to the car parking issues of rail travellers
and the need to utilise the sidings as a car park. | have also written to Network Rail and National Express (formerly
ONE) and spoken to our MP Bernard Jenkin regarding this matter.

Clacton Animal Aid

It is pleasing to note that Tendring District Council’'s Environmental Services is not taking any action against
Clacton Animal Aid regarding the complaints that were made of noise from barking dogs, and that the actions taken
to reduce the noise by the charity has proved acceptable to the residents who made the complaints. Animal lovers
throughout the local area were extremely concerned that we could have lost this very caring charitable service that
is provided for unwanted and abandoned pets, and this was shown by the huge support the charity received
throughout a very worrying time for all concerned.

Tendring District Council goes MAD
Recently | attended a briefing given by Tendring District Council’s Benefits and Revenues team and they are going
MAD, not literally, but they wish to

Make A Difference

Did you know that there are 40 + ways in which you may be entitled to pay less council tax?

Officers are pleased to assist you, and they definitely want to Make A Difference to you.

If a village organisation believes that its members could benefit from a talk given by the officers, the officers
are more than willing to oblige.

Listed below are the contact details. | can promise you they are a very friendly team and extremely willing to assist
you.

Tendring District Council Tel: 01255 686811

Benefits and Revenues Service e-mail benefits@tendringdc.gov.uk
88-90 Pier Avenue

Clacton on Sea Essex CO15 1TN

Opening Times: Monday to Thursday 9 am —4.30 pm
Friday 9am - 4pm

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns, | am always more than pleased to hear from you.

Lynda
ClIr. Lynda McWilliams e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk
Tendring District Councillor Telephone number 01206 250732
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TREES IN GREAT BENTLEY

A few people have spoken to me regarding the pruning of the
willow trees behind the flats in the area where Wades Pond once
was. A brief history first.

These trees were planted by a village organisation to take up the
surplus water where Wades Pond once was and of course to
also enhance the area. During the 1987 gales, two of the
willows were blown over with half the roots broken and exposed.
The Parish Council was of a mind to remove them. However |
was able to persuade them to attempt to dig away one side, cut
off the exposed roots and pull them upwards with a JCB digger.
Posts were put into the ground and wire ropes were used to hold
the trees upright for several years. This work was carried out by
Bob Christmas and myself with advice from Mellor Jansma. This
work was very successful but left a weakened root system.

As the size and spread of these trees has increased over the
years, a small amount of tidying up - broken branches, low
branches etc., has taken place. With the age of the trees in mind
and the massive weight of the top branches and leaves, |
monitored the movement of the trees at ground level and branch
joints during several high winds last year. Last autumn, because
of concern of the danger of large branches splitting off and with
one tree having the possibility of splitting the trunk, | contacted
the Tendring Tree Officer after which | reported the possible
problems to the Parish Council. After discussion the Parish
Council contacted the TDC to request permission to remove
extended growth and the many damaged and rotten branches
within the trees. This was agreed at Parish Council level and
passed with TDC planners as the trees are in a conservation
area. This work was carried out as many of you saw by a local
contractor during February. People were surprised with the
amount of growth removed and the rather sad sight of the
finished trees with no small branches but the reason for the hard
cut back was that in addition to the known damage many main
branches at the top and the sides were split which made it
necessary to cut back further than anticipated. However, a
couple of years on and | am sure that much growth will have
returned and the trees will be there for many more years for
people to enjoy. | am sure many people will remember a
weeping willow at the east end of the green that received similar
treatment but returned to a beautiful tree within a couple of
years. This tree however did eventually rot and had to be
removed. It has now been replaced and this tree is well on the
way to becoming a fine focal point at the end of the Green. A
second such tree that receives a similar cut back on a regular
basis is beside The Fusiliers Public House and for those who are
concerned of the pruning of our trees on the Green, | would
advise them to take a ride past the public house and look at the
amount of growth on that tree during the past year.

Whilst taking up so much of the Parish Magazine's space on
trees, | will take advantage and add a few more tree notes.
During the winter | have planted a few more trees as part of the
Parish Council's ongoing tree planting plan. The amount
allocated for planting is helped by a yearly tree grant from TDC.
This year the trees were mostly replacements as two years ago
there were several failures. Add to this the normal losses, ie
vandalised trees, vehicle damage and lack of water etc. and
unfortunately due to a different person clearing hedgerows and
banks along Tye Road this year, four or five young oak trees
grown by an ex Great Bentley person and donated for planting in
the village have fallen foul to the flail. This unfortunately does
happen and so all the more reason to continue planting.

The final loss of trees this year will be when two oak trees
opposite Tye Cottage are felled. It would appear that the cottage
owner's insurance company are insistent on this happening and

although the owners have no wish for this to happen, they have
no choice. The request to fell these trees was thoroughly
investigated by the Parish Council and the tree officer for the
planning department at Tendring. At the last Parish Council
meeting it was reported that the owners of the property have
offered to donate two new oaks to be planted within the village.
Well done to Doug and Anne Laithwaite.

Finally for fourteen years | have enjoyed the role of tree warden
for Great Bentley and | would now really like some help from a
person who has a similar outlook on trees and hedges as myself
and possibly someone with a little less arthritis in their joints!! A
tree warden’s work is purely voluntary with no financial rewards
and we are nominated by the Parish Council and approved by
the Tendring Tree Officer. There are several interesting talks
and visits arranged by TDC and always an expert to seek advice
from when needed. Tree wardens have no powers and all
decisions on trees and hedges are made by TDC. On many
occasions (for instance the recent pruning of the willow trees)
some people will disagree with what has
been done but as a general rule there
are many in the village who support and
encourage the maintaining of the
balance of trees and hedges in the
village. So if anyone fancies helping with
a view to becoming a tree warden - or
not - please contact me on the number
below.

R4

Michael J. Dorling
250799

Don’t forget

the Annual
Plant Sale and Coffee Morning
in aid of
St Helena Hospice
on

Saturday 10th May
at the Village Hall

Donation of plants, cakes, produce, raffle
prizes etc. very gratefully received.

Barbara Tricker 250145

MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 8th April

Tuesday 22nd April
9.30am to 10.30am
Outside the Plough Inn
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YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

As promised last month, the details for the end of season presentations - This will be on Saturday May 3" at
Brightlingsea Football Club, North Road, Brightlingsea. We will start at 3pm and have the hall and bar at the club
and will have the speed shot out on the pitch which will be available for the kids to have a kick around on. We'll
have a BBQ on the go and the presentations will start at about 5pm, a disco at about 6pm and we’ll be looking to
wrap up about 9pm. We are hoping that it'll be a nice day so that we can take full advantage of the pitch, there is
plenty of parking space at the ground and is not too far away so taxis can be ordered! Tickets will be £2.50 each
and are available from me. If you'd like tickets give me a call on 07762572035.

The plans for the Football Festival are coming along nicely as well, we have 5 schools that have agreed to take
part and it will be on Sunday 15" June. This will follow a similar format to what we did last time around, food,
drink, entertainment (bouncy castle etc.) will be out on the Green. Again, weather permitting this should be a
great day.

We are on the look out for anyone who would like to be a referee, this could be a parent, son, daughter, niece,
nephew — anyone. We would like to get anyone interested trained as a referee and pay them to referee our
youth matches on a Sunday. It'll be a great way for someone to earn some extra money and take away the need
for the coaches to be refs as well. If you know anyone who would be interested in becoming a referee please
ask them to give me a call.

The league season for the Under 9's and 10’s is coming to an end, however, the Under 7’s continue until April.
Cliff's under 9's have had a great season and currently sit second in their league, however, the third placed team
Oyster have some games to finish and can leapfrog them. However, Cliff, Charlie and Frank should be
congratulated for an excellent season. Alan’s Under 10's have also shown an improvement and sit in mid table
with only the run away winners of the league Harwich scoring a few goals against them. Other than that the boys
are hard to beat and very competitive. Alan and Andrew are now preparing for the big step up to 11 a side
football.

The Under 7’'s played their first game a couple of weeks ago and had a trip to Cornard where they enjoyed a
really competitive game against a team who have a number of games under their belts. Jon, Conkers and
Shaun are looking forward to their first season in the summer.

Finally the Under 8's, both Blues and Reds, have been playing really well since Christmas with some excellent
results. The improvement in their play is there for everyone to see.

That's about it, thanks for reading.
Scott.

The final Unders 8’s fixtures are:

06/04/2008 Holland away
13/04/2008 Colchester Athletic home
20/04/2008 Lawford Juniors away

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Not much to report this month. Our next event will be at the Great Bentley Carnival (last Saturday in June) at
which we will once again be holding an awareness day in our area adjoining the main arena.

The purpose of this day is two fold. The first is to celebrate Veteran's Day and at the same time raise
awareness of the work of the Royal British Legion for ex servicemen and their widows. We have had
confirmation that the Para Regiment will be in attendance once again with various pieces of equipment and
hopefully members of the Cadet services

We shall extend a welcome to all ex servicemen and their families and as an ex serviceman you are all
entitled to a Veteran's badge. If you have not got yours then our secretary can probably help.

Michael J. Dorling
' Flag Raising
/*

21st April  Birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth (Uni  on Flag)
23rd April St George’s Day (England’s National Fla  g) (St George Cross Flag)

N
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Tues 1st
Wed 2nd
Thurs 3rd
Thurs 3rd
Thurs 3rd
Sat  5th

DIARY FOR APRIL 2008
W.I. Microwave Cookery Demo. Village Hall
BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm
MOTHERS’ UNION, Vestry Room, 1.45pm, p. 4
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, Village Hall, 2-4pm
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall, 7.30pm
NSPCC QUIZ NIGHT, Vestry Room, 7.30pm, p. 16

Sat/Sun 5/6tICRICKET CLUB IMPROVEMENTS, See p. 25

Tues 8th
Tues 8th

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, The Plough Inn, 9.30-10.15am
ART CLUB, Painting for exhibition, Village Hall

Tues 8th/9thEASTER TRAIL, Police Headquarters, 11-4pm, see p. 26

Wed 9th

Thurs 10th
Fri  11th
Fri  11th
Sat  12th
Sun 13th
Sun 13th
Mon 14th
Tues 15th
Wed 16th
Thurs 17th
Thurs 17th

RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN, Village Hall, 12 noon—2pm
HISTORY SOCIETY, The East Coast Holiday Trade, V.Hall, 8pm
COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10-12 noon

LADIES SUPPER, Vestry Room, 7.00pm

JUMBLE SALE, YMCA Hall, Brightlingsea, 10-12 noon
CRICKET CLUB OPEN DAY, p. 25

BARNES SPINNEY PRIMROSE DAY, see p. 23

MAGAZINE DEADLINE

GARDENING CLUB Spring Show & Social evening, p. 23

VISIT TO PERRYWOOD GARDEN CENTRE, p. 23
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN,Village Hall, 10-2pm

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING, Vestry Room, p.3

Tues 22nd ART CLUB, Critique by Howard Leyshon, Village Hall,
Tues 22nd MOBILE POLICE UNIT, The Plough Inn, 9.30-10.15am

Wed 23rd
Fri ~ 25th

Fri ~ 25th

Sat  26th
Sun 27th
Sat  26th
Sat  26th
Tues 29th
Wed 30th

EVERGREEN CLUB - AGM followed by a Social Afternoon
MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am
RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN,11-1pm

LADIES DAY, Vestry Room, 10-4pm, p. 16

WEELEY HALL WOODS BLUEBELL DAY, seep. 23
GARDENING CLUB PLANT SALE, Village Hall, 10am
MAGIC CABARET EVENING, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 15
ART CLUB, Still Life, Village Hall

RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN,3-5pm



