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Cover printed by Apex - 01255 42850(

METHODIST LAY WORKER:
David Bavister, 2 Richmond Drive, Clacton-on-Sea
01255 427874

DOCTOR’S SURGERY:
Drs Cavenagh, Hunt, Letton & Bhatti,
The Hollies, The Green - 250691

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL:
Mrs D. McMillan, “Pendee”, Weeley Road, Aingers Green
Home visits - 251773

POLICE:

Clacton 01255 221312

PCSO Sally Boyden 07798 602268 or Weeley 01255 862843
PC. Hughes 07967 466876

PARISH COUNCIL:
Chairman - Jonathan Hills,
Grange Farm, Heckfords Rd, CO78RR - 798666

Clerk to the Council - Karen Paradise

Correspondence to: The Clerk, Community Resource Centre,
Village Hall, Plough Road, Great Bentley, CO7 8LD
Telephone - 256410

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR:
Lynda McWilliams, Boblyn, St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green -
01206 250732

TENDRING RURAL WEST:
Derek Robinson, Brentor, Brightlingsea Road,
Thorrington, CO7 8JH - 01206 250557

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Paul Manwaring - 250966

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT:

Dreena Williamson - 250679 or if unavailable

Deputy: Anne Griffiths - 251605 (evenings & weekends only)
or Dennis Curry - 251717

MEDICAL AIDS:
Sylvia Adams 250160

TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME:
Rocket House, Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton:
01255 476068

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS:
Shelley Pizzey, 5 Keeble Court - 252385

VILLAGE HALL DAYTIME KEYHOLDER:
Sharon Smith 250471

VILLAGE HALL NUMBER - 251603

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS:
Robert & Janet Taylor, Dominica, Moors Close - 250087

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL: - 250331
COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL: - 303511

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER:
Heather Taylor, Granville, Plough Road - 251004

COLCHESTER HOSPITALS: 01206 747474
CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717
FOOTPATH REP: Dave Kirby 250585

VILLAGE CARETAKER: David Tyler - 251095

DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE:
Judy & Alan Bishop - 23 Cedar Way, 251702

CATS CRADLE: Beryl Gilbert - 250995
VILLAGE TRANSPORT REP: Peter Harry - 250511



EDITORIAL

| feel a bit like Arkwright....."it's been a funny sort of day”. In fact it's
been a funny or maybe | should say, unusual, sort of month.

Three of us attended the presentation evening for the Parish Magazine
Competition which was held at Le Talbooth. A stunning venue.
Congratulations to St Osyth who won the best “monthly” category and
to Theydon Bois who won best quarterly and also best overall
magazine. | would be less than honest if | said we were disappointed
not to at least win a merit award. | rather felt we'd let the village down.
However we scored only one point less than St Osyth so | guess we
are maintaining a comparable standard. (Judges comments on page
28) We would love to hear your views too. There’s always room for
improvement) Thank you to Essex Life who sponsored this year’'s
competition which attracted over 90 entries of which just 13 made it to
the finals. Our next event is on 1st November when Carole and | will
attend a master class on editing.

The newspaper article on the Atthill dolls/models was spotted by
Anglia TV who subsequently came out to film some of the dolls on
display. Having had to do just a short interview | really am in awe of
TV presenters who find themselves in the spotlight every day and
make it look so effortless. Wonderful news that a permanent display
case can be constructed for these dolls, at the Village Hall. Funding
will be needed so if you wish to consider making a donation or
organising a fund raising event, please let us know. There will of
course be a full report in next months magazine.

The 2008 Calendar is now available at the cost of £4. It really looks
good and hopefully a lot of money will be raised for the church and the
Sick Children’s Trust see page 19. Special thanks to Gary at DNA
Printing Solutions for all his help.

As a result of our appeal some new collators came along to help.
However last month we were a little short of manpower. Date for next
month’s collating day is in the diary at the back of the magazine. We'd
love to see you.

Finishing the month on a real high in every sense of the word and
thanks to the beautiful autumnal weather we took a hot air balloon ride
from Gosfield, a little village just outside Halstead. | would have loved
to do an article but we ran out of magazine space. It was amazing.

It really has been an unusual month. What will November bring for all
of us | wonder?

Mary Maskell

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council,
nor the Editor take responsibility for the information given or
views expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any
culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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Dear Friends,

My memory isn’t what it was. Senior moments are on the increase and | have to keep a close eye on my diary
and the lists of jobs that | make, otherwise things might get overlooked. And yet, ironically, the older | get the
more | value my memories. Memories are important and November is a month for remembering.

“Remember, remember, the fifth of November!” goes the children’s rhyme. Bonfire night is a timely reminder of
how nasty things can get when people let religion become a cause for hatred. The test of a real relationship
with God should be that it leads people to peace and love. So it's good and healthy to see how closely
Christians now work together in this community.

Then, of course, there’'s Remembrance Sunday on 11" November, when we recall generations of wartime
courage and sacrifice and remember not to take the gift of peace for granted. Our United Service will begin in
St. Mary’s Church, at 10.00am. We shall then move to the War Memorial on the Green at 10.45am for the RBL
Act of Remembrance. There will also be a simple Act of Remembrance in Frating Memorial Hall that afternoon
at 3.00pm.

Then there’s the Christian Festival of All Saints. Let's not confuse this with the superstitious rubbish of the
secular Halloween. There’s nothing spooky about All Saints. It's a time to celebrate the gift of new and eternal
life which opens up to all those who follow Jesus.

We shall therefore be holding a United Service of Remembering at 3.00pm in St. Mary’s, Great Bentley on
Sunday 4™ November. In it we shall remember with thanksgiving the lives of all those whose memories we
treasure and celebrate our faith that we and they belong together in the eternal love, peace and joy of heaven.

So don't forget to remember this November. It's important.

Yours sincerely,
Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar)

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER 2007 MAGAZINE

Monday 12th November 2007
ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”
EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED
e-mail: carole@pncallington.co.uk

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk




Every Monday - 7.30pm

ST MARY’'S CHURCH

SEEKERS
Every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30 - 4.30pm
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Every Thursday 7.30pm

1st and 3rd Sunday during term
time 9.30am - 10.30am

10.00am

1.00pm

Mothers Union Quiet Time in St
Mary’s, Thorrington
Wedding

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

8.00am
9.30am
3.00pm
2.30pm

10.00am
2.15pm
All Day

Holy Communion

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during November.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

November 4" Rev Ray Thompson
Sacrament

November 11"  Remembrance service St Mary’s
10am followed by service at the War
Memorial

November 18"  Robert Taylor

November 28" Maimie Beach

Events in November

Autumn Fayre 10" November

All the usual stalls open from 10am to 12 noon
Prayer Breakfast 10" November 8.15

Sung Eucharist and Sunday Schooljoin us for prayer and start the day right with God

Service of Remembering

Circuit Celebration of Charles Wesley 308 Anniversary

Meditative Prayer Group at Windsof,5" & 16" November at Trinity Church Clacton 7.30pm A

Clacton Road, Thorrington
Holy Communion
Bentley Bears

Chelmsford Diocesan Synod

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

8.00am
10.00am

10.00am
11.00am
8.00pm

Holy Communion

United Service of Remembrance
followed by 10.45am
R.B.L. Act of Remembrance at the
War Memorial

Holy Communion.

Holy Communion at the Oaks
PCC in the Vestry Room

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

8.00am
9.30pm
10.00am
11.00am

Holy Communion

Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
Holy Communion

Holy Communion at Quenby

SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT —

8.00am
9.30am
10.30am
10.00am
7.30pm

CHRIST THE KING
Holy Communion
All Age Word and Worship Service

play and singing about the life of our great hynmitev.

C:A:M:E:O (Come and meet each other) On the first
Monday evening of each month we have a meal togethe
followed by a fun activity. Last month we reallyjeyed our
Tramps Supper. The best dressed tramp was Marie @ibh
Anne Good as runner up. This month ofi Bovember at
6.30pm there will be a supper and firework displafl
welcome. If you need a lift please ring 250979.

Church Anniversary We had a really good day. Our thanks to
Pastor David for planning and leading the serviog t Sweet
Success for preparing and serving such a good meal

October Coffee Morning. Thank you to everyone who worked
so hard to prepare for the Coffee Morning and tws¢hwho
supported the event. We raised £204 for the Pd3torald
Kenyon Village and Royal Association for the Degtfiere will

be no coffee morning in November because we angapirey for
the Autumn Fayre. The Coffee morning ofi Becember will
raise money for the Clacton Soup Run and Shelter

Luncheon Club 13" & 27" November

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon iChlease

ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see ifgrgay the
meal and company before you commit yourself to cgnaiach
time. Transport can be arranged to help those aertaliet to

the Methodist Church.

Churches Together in the Vicaragegach week the following events are held at our Cheh ring

Holy Communion
Deanery Synod at Walton

these numbers for more information

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Adventurers  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For childreschool

year 3 and older.



SIDESPERSON'S ROTA

Sunday 4th November - All Saints Sunday

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Carole & Peter Allington
Myrtle Clayton

Sunday 11th November - Remembrance Sunday

Sidespersons - Royal British Legion

Sunday 18th November - 2nd Sunday before Advent

Pat & Peter Nunn
Mike Brown

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Sunday 25th November - Christ the King

Sidespersons - Wendy Smith & Karen Williams

COFFEE ROTA

4th  Graham & Auriol Thornton

11th Remembrance Sunday f g ‘
18th Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden @
25th  Wendy Smith/Karen Williams u

CLEANING ROTA

3rd  Olive Wright/Chris Aplin
10th
17th
24th

John & Jennie Moss
Clare White

Sylvia Adams & Dreena Williamson

BAPTISMS

7th October
Evlyn Grace Clouting-Young

14th October
Grace Goldie Black

WEDDINGS

13th October
John William Godleman &
Ashley Jane Fitzgerald

V)

3rd November
Dean George Welch &
Sarah Jane Gallagher

FUNERALS

Percy Harris

4th October
5th October
8th October
15th October
18th October
19th October
22nd October
29th October

Isabel Lewis

Winifred Kathleen Stevenson

Raymond Purdy

Barbara Giddings

Ray Walter Cramphorn
- Terry Sadler

George Cole

MOTHERS UNION

On Thursday 1st November Valerie Catchpole will be
guiding us through a Quiet Morning in Thorrington
Church starting at 10am.

We have always found these times very helpful,
giving us an opportunity for thought and refreshment.

It would be good to have other friends join us -
please come.

At the 10am service on Wednesday 14th we shall
join in prayers for the Church and the world thinking
especially of members and their families in Bujumbura,
Burundi, Saskatoon in Canada and Tuam Killala and
Achonry in Ireland.

Please keep praying for our members and the
whole population of Burma.

Thank you.
Myrtle Clacton - 250725
* Advent Supper

Vestry Room
Saturday 1st December



Thank Yo

RAYMOND PURDY

Marie and Alf Cole would like to thank all who helped
Raymond over the past few years. He would not
have been able to stay in his own home without you
all. We appreciated this very much. Thank you to
Great Bentley Football Club who observed a minutes
silence before their match in memory of Raymond.

It was so nice to see so many of you at his
funeral. Thank you for coming.

* Kk %

Dennis & Sybil Curry would like to thank all those
people who helped to make our recent wedding day
so special. For the greetings cards, gifts and
donations to our chosen charities, and all the help
we received from our very many friends. Our
sincere thanks to all.

Dennis & Sybil Curry

* K* *

Colin Hill and family would like to thank everybody
for the get well cards, and kind thoughts, during his
recent stay in hospital following a heart attack.
These were very much appreciated.

* * %

To family, friends and neighbours
Please accept my sincere thanks for all your support,
words, kindness and sympathy during my husband
John’s long illness and recent death. This will be my
only acknowledgement.
Yours sincerely
Mrs 1.O. Beer

Winifred Kathleen Stevenson
My thanks to neighbours and friends for their kind

words, cards and donations to the Stroke
Association. Also thanks to the Reverend Bernard
Metcalfe for a very moving service.

George

THANK YOU

More bedding for the animals in the rescue centres
that Judy and | are able to support has been
delivered to the house. We are very grateful to all
those who have over recent weeks taken the time
and effort to bring along many of the following items
which include: old towels, blankets, -curtains,
bedcovers, sheets, and sleeping bags. Regrettably
we are no longer able to take in duvets, cushions
and pillows as these items are not used at the
centres. We will be grateful for any of the other
items however as this will allow us to continue our
work for the animals.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way - 251702

Colin and Maureen would like to give a huge thank you
to everyone who got together - in the most terrible
weather - for a cuppa and chat for the MacMillan
Biggest Coffee Morning in September.

It was a great morning - 101 people enjoyed
themselves with friends to help make a difference to
people living with Cancer. With £413 being raised on
the day and donations still coming in. Thank you to
Clacton on Sea Lions Club for sponsoring us and all the
Lions families who helped on the day. What would we
have done without them?

* * %

A very big Thank You to Bentley in Bloom for the
excellent flower displays this year. There always
seems to be something new and bright to cheer up the
bad weather. It must take a lot of dedicated work to
keep it all in tip top condition. The hanging baskets
been particularly good and have lasted really well. We
are all so grateful to the team for their efforts. Very well
done!

Barbara and Stan Tricker

Wi,

Happy 5th Birthday

ZAK SHAW

Lots of Love
Mummy, Daddy, Taylor and Libby xx

Happy 2nd Birthday
LIBBY SHAW

Lots of Love
Mummy, Daddy, Taylor and Zak xx

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
DADDY

Lots of Love
Taylor, Zak and Libby xxx

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
UNCLE STEVE
Lots of Love

Taylor, Zak & Libby xx




THE GREAT BENTLEY
SHOW

The show, or perhaps more precisely the show
committee, is very much a throughout the year
activity. A very pleasant activity, of that there is no
doubt, but very demanding if the standard set in
2007 is to be equalled or exceeded in 2008.

The committee met on the 19" September and
carried out a comprehensive review of the 2007
Show. A few minor adjustments were discussed and
some will be implemented but there was a general
consensus that this year we had the right people in
the right places doing the right things to ensure a
good show.

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the
Vestry Room at St. Mary’'s Church on Wednesday
21% November commencing at 8.00pm. Why not
come along and see and hear what is going on first
hand. You will be very welcome.

BSH.(Hon. Press Officer)

GREAT BENTLEY ART CLUB

The Club have organised a coach trip to London on
Saturday 10th November 2007, leaving Gt Bentley
Village Hall at 9.00am and returning at 5.00pm. The
drop-off point will be in the vicinity of Trafalgar
Square

We have arranged a small coach and
therefore tickets will be sold on a “first come first
serve” basis.

If you are interested please contact

&) &) [¢) (=) (=)
e O

FRIENDS OF THE GREEN

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the
Vestry Room at St. Mary’'s Church on Wednesday
21" November commencing at 7.30pm. Why not
come along and see and hear what is going on first
hand . You will be very welcome.

Mary Pilgrim,
57 Colne Road
Brightlingsea, CO7 ODU

01206 302992

Comprehensive planning and arrangements for the
“Open Gardens Day” will commence in January
and the committee are always pleased to receive
and consider suggestions and ideas to improve this
village day.

BSH.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

SHOE BOX APPEAL

Our 2007 appeal is well and truly up and running. |
already have a large amount of hats, mitts, scarves
and filled boxes. It is good that this year | am back
going out and about meeting people and talking
about the appeal. | am very grateful to those who,
although they cannot fill a box, provide me with
toiletries and other items which can be added to
boxes. These ‘fillers’ are essential when | go into the
warehouse. Most boxes are beautifully packed but
on occasions we receive some which do not come
up to the standard we like. That is when fillers’
come into their own and we can add items.

Reminder please that completed boxes should be
with us by Sunday 4th November 2007, when they
can be brought to the morning service at St Mary's
Parish Church or the Methodist Church, Great
Bentley.

I look forward to thanking everyone and announcing
our total next month.

Maida S. Brown
(Tel: 252287)

A

CONSERVATION GROUP
SPECIAL ESSEX ROADSIDE
VERGES

We will collect the rubbish in the Special Essex
Roadside Verges and ditches in the village on
Saturday 24 November. All volunteers will be
most welcome to assist with this task. Would all
those willing to help, please meet at the Village
Hall Car Park at 9am on Saturday 24
November. Please wear protective clothing and
remember that roadside verges are dangerous
places.

For more information please phone

David Gollifer at 250309




CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL, ST MARY’S CHURCH
Saturday 8 "™ and Sunday 9 "' DECEMBER

DECORATED CHRISTMAS TREES

Would you like to join in the fun of entering a Christmas Tree in our Christmas Tree Festival this year? We
would like to invite individuals, families, clubs and businesses to decorate a tree for the Christmas Tree
Festival. The theme this year is Christmas past and present. Trees can be real or artifical and should be
approximately 1 metre high (or by arrangement if larger). Lights can be included. We would need trees to be
brought to the Church week commencing 2" December. If you would like to take part and would like further
details please contact Rita Coles, 01206 251506, Nicky Justice, 01255 821334 or Peter Allington 251086

TOMBOLA

I will be running the Tombola Stall at the Christmas Tree Festival. If you have any suitable items to donate
PLEASE CAN | HAVE THEM BY 15 " NOVEMBER.

I can then decide if there is a need to purchase any extra goods.
Thank you very much.
Audrey Meaden, Larkrise,

2 Wents Close 01206 251466 CH R I STMAS TR EE
or leave at the back of the church FESTIVAL

!
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Come and see a display of Christmas Trees

MISSING
CAN YOU HELP?

Christmas Food Stall , Tombola, Raffle etc.
Light Lunches & Refreshments
FELIX All proceeds to St Mary’s Church

Male Black and White Cat
not wearing a collar

8 years old APOLOGIES

Small hole in one of his ears

The winner of the Flower Festival
Competition was missed out of last

Went missing on month’s magazine in error.

Saturday 6th October
from the Green The Winners were

Tel: 01206 250103 /
Graham & Judy Houghton

Many Congratulations




CASUALTIES SUSTAINED OVER
24 HOUR PERIOD OF D-DAY ASSAULT

Estimated at between 10,000 and 12,000

US FORCES - 6,603 of which 1,465 killed, 3,184 wounded, 1,928 missing, 26 captured.
Included in these figures U.S. 82nd and 101st Airborne losses estimated at 2,499.

CANADIAN FORCES - 946 of which 335 killed

BRITISH FORCES - No figures ever issued, but it is estimated that casualties were at least 2,500 to 3,000 of which 6th
Airborne suffered losses of 650.

GERMANS - Estimates range between 4,000 and 9,000.
N.B. By the end of June, Rommel reported his casualties for the month as - 28 Generals, 354 Commanders and
approximately 250,000 men.

Allied Casualties by 30th June reached 62,000 dead and wounded.

BY 21st JUNE 1944 CASUALTIES 50 (TT) DIVISION

Since D-Day the 50th Division had suffered 312 Officers and 3,662 other rank casualties, the highest of any Division in
Normandy. Including 2 Brigadiers and 12 Commanding Officers.

Officers 65.9% wounded. Other Ranks 50%: Officers 16.5% killed. Other Ranks 8.7%

61st RECONNAISSANCE REGIMENT CASUALTIES

D-Day losses amounted to 50% in first 24 hours. Total losses incurred up to January 1945 amounted to almost 76% out of
their original numbers either killed, wounded or missing.

N.B. Figures published in “The Sharp End of War” by John Ellis and “Decision in Normandy” by Carle D’Este.

D DAY TO VICTORY

In Normandy the rain did fall Then to Ardennes we had to go
It soaked the soldiers one and all To try and stop the Boche
Never mind the rain we cried The Battle of the Bulge its called
It's all the soldiers that have died. With ice and snow and slosh.
The shelling was incessant But living rough was hard to bear
It came most every day We couldn’t even smile
But we had to put up with it Day by day we pushed ahead
For we were here to stay. To gain another mile.
At last we managed to get to Caen The river Rhine was the last big gain
The fighting was intense It certainly caused a lot of pain
With many thousands that have died Over the Rhine we had to go
Does all of this make sense. With Ducks and swimming tanks.
Mile by mile we gain some ground With thousands of guns giving covering fire
Until the Falaise Gap It caused a lot of angst.
The Jerries caught a packet here
They'd made a big mishap. Then on the way to Brehmen
The Jerries were in flight
Then came Arnhem what a flop At last through all the darkest days
Monty's big mistake We're beginning to see the light.
A bridge too far or so its said On and on to Hamburg and then to Lubec too
It's all that we could take. This is where we finally stop
We had to get the Para’s out The journey’s nearly through.
For that they could rely
8,000 lost in just ten days Tony Rampling
A price we had to pay. Gunner, Wireless Operator on an armoured car

1944 was Normandy’s wettest recorded summer. Over a thousand civilians were killed at Caen due to our bombing and
shelling. Many thousands of Germans killed in the Falaise Gap. This area was surrounded by allies and blitzes from all
around and above. When we had to go through the area the roads were full of wrecked vehicles along with bodies, both
human and horses.

Brehmen and Hamburg were so decimated by bombing that it was difficult to get through. From the landings to
the war ending, most soldiers had to live rough, either in holes in the ground, barns, cattle yards, even pig sties.

In January 1945 after the Battle of the Bulge (Ardennes) the 50th Division was disbanded. The 61st
Reconnaissance Regiment, suffered casualties amounting to 76% killed, wounded, prisoners and missing.



MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Wednesday 7th Novembe
Wednesday 21st November

9.00am to 10.00am
Outside the Plough Inn

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

HOPPER BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

COST £3.10 single
£6.20 RETURN

9.37 11.57 15.17
9.58 12.18 15.38

L Village Hall
* Colchester General

10.15 13.35 15.55
10.38 13.58 16.18

Colchester General
: Village Hall

: If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County
: or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
= please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD

THURSDAY 22nd November
9.00am - 1.00pm

BRIGHTLINGSEA POLICE STATION
Station Road, Brightlingsea

OPENING TIMES

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
9am - 12.45pm.
Closed on Sundays

BLOOD DONORS

Colchester
Town House, 39/42 East Stockwell St
Friday 2nd November
14.00-16.00: 17.00-19.15

St Johns & Highwoods Com Ctr
Friday 23rd November
14.00-16.00; 17.00-19.30

St Andrews School Weeley
Saturday 3% November

Big Bonfire
Spectacular Fireworks

Scrumptious Food

Tickets
Adults £4 Children £2

Buy in advance from School Office
£10 (family ticket)
In the event of rain, ring 01255 830234
Do bring torches.

Don't bring sparklers or extra fireworks

Gate opens 6pm

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

We would like to notify you that we will be
putting up the village Christmas lights on the
weekend of 17th/18th and/or 24th/25th
November and apologise in advance for any
inconvenience caused.

Kevin Plummer




GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB

I'm sure many of you enjoyed the Great North Run on television last month. Every year thousands of runners
make the journey to Newcastle and on the Sunday morning run 13.1 miles from Newcastle to South Shields,
raising hundreds of thousands of pounds for charity. Five Great Bentley runners made the journey this year
and for Karen Dawson it was her debut at the distance. Karen had a splendid run, finishing in just over 2 hours
30 minutes. Kevin Cox, Larry Wise and John and Sue McKay made up the Bentley contingent. All were ably
supported by Paula Radcliffe in her come-back race! If you were inspired to give it a go next year we would be
delighted to see you on a Wednesday night at the Village Hall.

Newcastle wasn't the farthest outpost that Bentley runners visited last month. Paul and Lyn Foster crossed that
Atlantic to combine a holiday in the USA with competing in the Philadelphia Half Marathon. Both enjoyed good
runs finishing in under 2 hours on a flat course, taking in local landmarks familiar to ‘Rocky’ movie aficionados.

At this time of year there are plenty of runs closer to home, and Mick Ruth led twelve Bentley runners home at
the Felixstowe half marathon in the splendid time of 1h 32mins. Lara Townsend was the first Bentley lady to
finish in a personal best time of 1h 51m. The Dedham 10K has always been a popular run with the Club, and
17 runners competed in this year's event where Dave Green finished third, Clive Thomas ninth, Chris Green
(Dad!) was tenth and Nikki Bennett was seventh lady.

Nikki Bennett confirmed her good form by winning her age group prize in the Saffron Waldon 10K. Barbara
Law added to the Bentley trophy count by also winning her age group. Jon Bolton, Bob Watt and Vicki Law all
had good runs. Clive Thomas had an excellent run at Halstead where he won the local 5 mile race.

We incorporated our Club Championship 10K into the local race at Manuden. There was a disappointing turn
out, (so many races, so little time), but Clive Jones, Gary Eldred, Geoff Tomlinson and Cherie Hipkins all
enjoyed their runs on an undulating, rural course.

And what of marathons? Keith Scrivener completed his 92" marathon at Mabelthorpe and Barbara Law
finished as third lady in her age group in the New Forest marathon.

The cross country season is now on the horizon, but first we have the annual road-running challenge with
Harwich Runners. This year the gauntlet has been thrown down at the Wix 5, and we expect to have 50 Great
Bentley runners turning out on the day — a record for the Club. If it came down to numbers we would win
easily, but let's see what happens on the day!

‘Walk, Jog, Run! Tendring’

Walk, Jog, Run is up and running, (or walking or jogging — your choice!), so if you are interested please contact
Tom Geddes at Great Bentley Running Club or call Colchester and Tendring Athletic Club on 0800 083 6687
(free call). Walking and jogging groups are being set up across the Tendring area in workplaces, villages and
towns. Sessions are aimed at beginners, with no previous experience necessary, and all fitness levels are
catered for.

If you are a beginner, or are interested in jogging or running to keep fit, come and see us at 7.15pm on a
Wednesday night, visit our website, www.gbrc.org.uk, or contact one of the following:

Chairman Secretary

Clive Jones Tom Geddes

tel: 01206 252331 tel: 01206 392226

email: clive400@btinternet.com email: tom.geddes@btinternet.com
Tom Geddes
Secretary
GBRC
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RAYMOND PURDY

What makes our village special? The Green, the community spirit, clubs and organisations?
| believe that it is all of these things, but it is also village characters. If you asked the majority
of villagers if they knew Ray Purdy they would probably say “no”. If you rephrased the
question “Do you know Ray who grows the Dahlias” there would be a resounding “yes”.

Ray was born and bred in Great Bentley. Born on 14th February 1937 to the late Tom
and Ethel Purdy he was the third son of four boys, he also had a foster sister Ann for three
years, until she returned to her birth mother. Born at number 5, Plough Road he did not stray
far, in fact he lived there all his life. He attended Great Bentley school from the age of 5 until
he was 15, when he left and began his working life.

Ray worked for the late Mr George Mitchell at St. Mary’s Farm and then for his son
Michael Mitchell. In 1995 he was recommended by Michael to receive, and | quote “The long
service gold award to the agricultural worker employed by a member of the Tendring
Hundred Farmer’s Club who has worked for 40 years and upwards with one employer”. Ray

had completed 40 years and at the same event his brother Freddy also received the Gold Award for 51 years service
both at the same farm. Freddy and Ray lived together at Plough Road until Freddy’s death in 1995. Work on the farm
was interrupted by three years National Service with the Royal Signals, when he spent time in Germany and then in
Korea where he met up with his older brother Billy.

Ray had a passion for football. He first played for the Colts, which was in effect the third team, playing in the adult
Colchester & East Essex League Division 1V. Records show he made his debut as a raw 14 year old at home to
Coggeshall Town Reserves on 29th September 1951 and played in various outfield positions that season but played in
goal for the Colts for most of 1952-3. Ray progressed to the reserves in 1953 -1954 again playing in outfield positions.
In 1954-1955 Ray had an extended run on the right wing for the first team. He only played one game in 1955-6, none in
1956-7 and a handful in 1957-58 while he was in the army. After playing for his unit in Germany, he returned to become
the first team goalkeeper from 1958-59, and for the next ten years. Raymond was renowned as one of the most fearless
goalkeepers in the Border League. He never flinched from a challenge, and if he was knocked down, he just got up, and
carried on. He never retaliated and once an opponent had charged into him, he rarely tried it again, as it was like
charging a brick outhouse. After playing a few final games at full back for the reserves Ray hung up his boots in the
early 1970’s. He was a wonderful goalkeeper and an even better sportsman and club member. In one particular match
he broke one of his fingers and his mother forbade him to play again. Well, she tried but it didn't work. He was so good
that he even had a trial for Colchester United.

His cousin Marie is certain that he would have made a wonderful nurse, as he cared for both his mother and
father throughout their illnesses and later did the same for his brother Freddy.

In retirement Ray helped to tend the large garden for Mary Fox at St. Mary’'s Hall, he also did various other
gardening jobs and delighted in walking the two dogs, “my friends”, from The Old Rectory. Any spare time which he had
was spent on his allotment and latterly in his own garden. As well as the fresh vegetables which he cultivated, exhibited
and cooked his speciality was growing chrysanthemums and later his beloved dahlias. Over recent years Ray would
order his plants from the renowned expert Robert Porter at Halstead and grow them on to perfection in time for the
Great Bentley Show.

Ray served on The Show committee from the time it reformed in 1970 and was able to offer advice regarding the
Dahlia section of the schedule. He recommended that The Show should be affiliated to the Dahlia Society and to apply
for the much prized Banksian Medal. He won this medal on many occasions and also silver and bronze medals as well
as numerous cups. Having never owned his own car Ray would often be seen on his push bike delivering bunches of
flowers to various village residents. On Sundays he would often have a day out with Alf Cole at various Steam Engine
Rallies which he loved.

Ray was generous with his time and advice and | learnt so much from him. He would often walk up to the
allotments to have a chat and see what we were up to. He wasted no time in telling us when we were falling short of his
high expectations. | remember him chastising me on several occasions, “You ladies don’t stake your dahlias,” and |
must try to make more effort with my plants next year. If | am honest | was a little sceptical when he told me to add
sugar and bleach to the water in the vases. By Ray’'s standards mine looked rather pathetic to start with. Of course Ray
was ahead of his time and Sarah Raven and the other trendy gardeners are imparting this same advice to give a longer
life to cut flowers. Come Show Day he would help the novices with “setting up” their vases of flowers and then act as a
steward to accompany the judges in the flower and vegetable section.

| think it true to say that he lived a very simple life which many in today's modern society could envy. He lived for
his work and his garden and needed none of the sophisticated trappings of 20th/21st Century living.

In the last few months of his life Ray joined the Evergreen Friendship Club, History Society and Gardening Club
and enjoyed the monthly meetings. He was also a member of the RBL. During his illness he always remained cheerful.
He was blessed with exceptionally good and kind neighbours and friends who helped him in so many ways, enabling
him to stay in his own home for as long as possible. He was a true Great Bentley resident who will be sorely missed. A
real village character. He leaves 1 nephew and 3 nieces.

Mary Maskell

Having completed this article | learn that he hated to be called Ray and insisted on being called Raymond. Sorry
Raymond.
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Surgery News

Since last month, there has been a change in the provision of emergency treatment needed
outside normal surgery hours. An organisation called Harmoni (that's really what they call
themselves, my spelling isn’t that bad!) has taken over responsibility for treating people when
the surgery is shut. The changeover appears to have been fairly seamless as patients
requiring attention still only need to ring the surgery number to speak to the doctors on duty.
This is all done by the magic of an automatic BT transfer and costs the same as a local call.
However, it is worth refreshing everyone’s memories on how the out of hours service works

anyway.

The surgery is manned — or should | say “personned”? — by the practice’s own staff from
8.00am until 6.30pm each weekday. During those hours, for routine things like booking appointments, or if you are
unfortunate enough to need urgent treatment, simply ring the surgery telephone number, 01206 250691, and we
will look after you.

Outside these hours, including at weekends, if you need straightforward medical advice, you can get it by ringing
NHS Direct on 0845 46 47. NHS Direct is a nurse-led service which will advise on most medical issues that crop
up when the surgery is closed.

If you feel you need urgent medical attention when we are shut, Harmoni will step in to look after you. They might
be able to advise you over the ‘phone, but if not can arrange to see you at one of the local walk-in treatment
centres that they run. If you really are too ill to go to them, they will either visit you at home, suggest a trip to your
local A&E Department, or in an extreme emergency, send an ambulance out to you. Please note, however, that
they won't visit you or send an ambulance just because you have transport problems. Getting yourself to where
medical care is available is your responsibility unless you are genuinely too sick to do so.

Harmoni is manned by fully trained and qualified GPs who, for urgent matters, will look after you just as well as our
own GPs would. So, there is no need to worry about the standard of care that you or your family will receive. They
will send the practice a report of anything they do for you so that your records here are up to date.

Having said all that, please only use Harmoni if your problem genuinely can’t wait until the surgery is open again.
Their service really is intended for urgent matters. Think of it this way: if they are dealing with something minor and
non-urgent for you, they might just be too late getting to a heart attack or stroke victim.

On a seasonal note, and with no apology if I'm repeating myself, the flu jab clinics are in full swing at the moment.
By the end of September, just under a thousand people had bared an arm to a nurse or doctor, thus protecting
themselves against the worst ravages of a dose of winter flu.

Anyone aged 65 or over by 31% March 2008, or who suffers from diabetes, chronic heart, lung or kidney disease,
or whose immune system is suppressed is entitled to a free flu jab. Book yours now to avoid disappointment,
because if there is an epidemic this winter all our stocks may well be gone, and they can be hard to get hold of
later in the season. Incidentally, if you don’t qualify for a free jab, | understand that local pharmacies can supply
them fairly easily and at a reasonable price to people with private prescriptions this year. Our nurses will
administer privately purchased jabs to our patients at no cost if you bring one in, and | expect the situation will be
the same at other surgeries. Please ask at reception if you want a private prescription.

Talking of prescriptions, | know that a few people have asked recently if they may have more than 28 days’ supply
of their medication at a time on their repeat prescription. I'm afraid that the short answer is “no”. The Department
of Health has told us to restrict supplies to 28 days and we have to follow their directive. It is much safer to
dispense smaller amounts, but the main aim of this strategy is to cut wastage. Apparently, the evidence is that if
people get a larger supply there is more of a tendency to hoard medicines and, of course, more is thrown away if
medication changes. You may not know that pharmacies aren't allowed to reissue unwanted medicines that are
returned and they have to be destroyed. The cost of wasted medicines is still huge to the NHS, so | would ask
again that before you order your repeat each month, please check that you need everything you are about to ask
for, or whether you have enough stashed away for the next month. We would never want you to go without your
medication, but every small saving on the area’s drugs budget can be put towards another hip-replacement or
cataract operation. Who knows? One day it might be yours.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet's
corner

Scared? Who me??

It is always a frightening time of year for our pets as
they do not see the fun in earth shattering
explosions, however colourful, to brighten up their
day. There are a large number of genuinely noise-
phobic dogs and cats out there. It is a true phobia, a
bit like spiders or flying for us.

So a few tips to help reduce the anxiety for your pet:

Prepare a “den” for your pet so it can feel protected
e.g. under some of your old clothes, in the wardrobe,
under a table or behind a chair when the fireworks
start.

If your pet does pace around, whines or miaows and
tries to hide, then leave it alone and do not try to
coax it out. It is just trying to find safety and should
not be disturbed.

Do not fuss or soothe your pet as this rewards and
reinforces the nervous behaviour, so encouraging it
next time! Think of them as the “invisible” dog — can’t
see him, hear him or feel him. Lots of fuss when
normality has been resumed is in order. Stay calm
and act normally.

Consider anxiolytic drugs in consultation with your
vet. There are several drugs available that can
reduce the fear factor and reduce the memory of bad
experiences. These can be mildly sedative, but their
primary aim is not to sedate. The old fashioned
sedatives we used to use, we now realise were
probably doing more harm than good. They did stop
the dog reacting but they did nothing to address the
fear factor. So they are extremely worried dogs who
cannot move too well to do anything about it — what
the behavioralists call a chemical strait-jacket. We do
not use these anymore

Another anxiolytic is the use of artificial “appeasing”
pheromones — these are not the solution but ease
the stress levels- a collar is probably the best form to
use (only available this year), and a plug-in version
is available for home. Best to use both if you can!
These work well with the drugs above.
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Long-term the only solution for
fear is to gradually desensitise § g
them. There are many sound CDs {
available now with instructions on
how to carry this out, but the most
success comes when doing this
under the guidance of a good
behaviouralist. Never do during a ¢
risk period and allow 9 months to
achieve success!

MARK ALLINGTON
(B.Sc Vet Med (Hons)
BVM&S: MRCVS

(See New Ads page 15) - ED
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It is an offence for the under 18s to possess
fireworks in a public place and for anyone to let
fireworks off during night hours (11pm to 7am).
As from 11th October 2004 police also have the
power to issue penalty notices for disorder for
these offences.

FIREWORKS
AND THE LAW

RAY PURDY

I've known Ray most of my life and we had been
neighbours for 34 years. Ray was a very good friend
to me and my family, nothing was too much trouble
for him. If he could help he would. He always had
time to pass the time of day with anyone. He was
the local garden expert, also a kind and generous
man and was always giving away plants, veg and
flowers to people of the village.

| played football with Ray many times for Great
Bentley in the 70s and 80s, he in goal and myself at
left back. He was the same person on the pitch as
he was at home, mild mannered and would never
lose his temper.

| have lost a very dear friend in Ray, but God has
gained a true gentleman, and I'm sure if there is a
garden in heaven it will be very

well cared for with Ray there.

God bless you Ray,
Your friend and neighbour
Peter Hooper
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NEW ADS

CANINE BEHAVIOUR SPECIALIST
ANDREW BLAKE A.Dip CBM

Dog owners may be confused about who can help
them with their dog’s behaviour. Although many
dog trainers take an active interest in the causes of
canine behaviour, there are many differences
between the approach of dog trainers and canine
behaviour counsellors. A counsellor looks
backwards to find the root cause of the behaviour
and explores every possible reason for the
behaviour, examining chains of events and acting
as a detective. Dog training tends to look forward to
a goal, e.g. getting a dog to obey commands such
as ‘sit’ or ‘stay’ and then work towards that. When
dealing with problem behaviour, it may be a case of
trying to prevent a dog from doing something, for
example showing aggression, inappropriate toileting
and so on, and it is necessary to find triggers for the
behaviour before modifications can be made. A
one-to-one consultation to understand why your dog
is behaving as it does allows me to develop a
tailored behaviour modification programme.

To discuss your dog’s behaviour problem please call

me on 01206 250057

qrnrnrTRITRIRTRIRIRRRRRRRRRR

Brightlingsea Garden Club
present
Television & Radio presenter
(“Christines Garden”, and
BBC Essex “Down to Earth”)

CHRISTINE WALKDEN

will be joining us at
Brightlingsea Community Centre
on
Wednesday November 28th

Talking on
How to grow two thousand plants
in a 20 x 30 foot garden?

Tickets £3.00

Non members welcome.

Numbers are limited so please book in advance

to avoid disappointment.

Phone 01206 303157

(e ofefeofefeofefefefefojefofefofedo]
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Tai Chi — Make that ‘Can’t’ into a ‘Can Do’

Hi again. One thing | would like to concentrate on in this article is the power of positive
thinking and the way that you can encourage this through the practice of Tai Chi.

One of the most common reasons for people dropping out of classes is that they
convince themselves they cannot remember or perform the set of movements correctly.

They look at other students in the class and try to measure their progress against that of

their peers. This is a bad mistake; for one thing the very people they are looking at have

already been training with me for a number of years and make the form look effortless and although their
movements may not be correct, to the untrained eye it looks so easy. Therefore, one of the first things you must
do when you begin Tai Chi is to have a good ‘mind set’. Repeat to yourself that you can and will remember the
moves — get into the frame of mind that says that you cannot fail. This doesn’t mean to say that you don’t have to
practice — | have said many times that five or ten minutes of practice each morning is all it takes to start receiving
the benefits of Tai Chi.

While on the subject of practice it never ceases to amaze the amount of people saying ‘my schedule is so
busy I just don’t have the time!’ | always say that you should look at your time and you will probably find that
more often than not it is ‘mismanagement’ of time and not lack of time that is the culprit!!! Of course, you could
always get up fifteen minutes earlier (GASP!!!) — Just five minutes of Chi Kung practice and a few exercises and
the short form is all it will take to enhance your day.

Also, it is vital that you attend regular classes — The Studio is full time and opens every evening and
Monday and Sunday mornings so everyone should be able to get in at least one training session a week.

So there you have it — regular classes, daily practice and positive thinking and you will reap great rewards
from Tai Chi. | have seen many lives change over the years through regular practice that | know that it cannot be
coincidence.

We are half way through the new ten-week courses now but why not make an early New Year resolution
and bring yourself to the next batch of courses that will start around mid January 2008. Exact dates will be found
on the website www.taichi4all.co.uk and of course there will be posters and adverts in local shops and papers. If
you have any further enquiries please contact me:- Dave Allen at the studio 01206-255007 or mobile 07734-
982438 or e-mail daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk

You can also read some reviews of the studio if you go the www.thebestofclacton.co.uk and click on the
health and beauty link and then Tai Chi in Clacton.

Hope to see some of you in the new year (or before) and to all those individuals who already use the
studio a big thank you.

Dave Allen

THORRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL

Over the past seven weeks some of our children have enjoyed their weekly session at the Great
Bentley Primary School. Mrs Cleaver has been extremely kind in letting us take part in this scheme,
one we are truly grateful for.
During these sessions children have the opportunity to become familiar with their new environment.
It is a small group which enables us as practioners to work closely with each child. | have watched the children’s
confidence increase and am so proud of them all for approaching this experience positively.
Well done Jessica, Madi, Millie and Robert.

This programme is offered to children a term before they are due to start school, during these sessions we aim to

prepare, support them and most of all promote oppOrtUNIties for suuumsurmmsmmmsirrssiimm sy
them to continue to reinforce and develop new skills in all six: Thorrington Pre-School

areas of learning and development using the curriculum : CHRISTMAS FAYRE

guidance for the foundation stage that works towards the Early : Saturday 15th December

Learning goals. : 5.00pm at Thorrington Village Hall

As a mum | know how stressful this time can be for youé
and the child, | believe in working closely with the local schools :
and feel that it is my role to support children and their parents/§

Come along and join in a fun afternoon
for all the family

carers as much as | can with this transition. : Admission 50p
As always thank you to all parents/carers and my brilliant staff: :

. L . : Children free
who demonstrate commitment and dedication at all times.
Thank you

Laura (pre-school supervisor and owner)
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LandyRally 14th - 22nd of September 2007
France-Belgium-Luxembourg-Germany-Switzerland-ltaly =~ -Spain-Andorra

WE MADE IT......... , all the way down through 4 Countries, across the Swiss/Italian Alps, into the French Alps, then down
through France, into the Pyrenees, Andorra and then back up to Calais.

14th Ipswich — Calais (Travel to Start)

An uneventful drive from Ipswich to Dover via Neil's house in Great Bentley, to collect my co-driver, then on to the Channel
Tunnel. We boarded the train to Calais and arrived at the campsite. 274 miles

15th Calais — Luxembourg (Day 1)

Left Calais at noon in a large convoy of over 30 land rovers of all flavours and headed for Belgium. | think this was the
most poignant time of the whole trip. As for Luxembourg, pretty villages, virtually litter-free and the cheapest fuel yet.
Camped at a lovely site, near Bettembourg. 274 miles

16th Luxembourg - Aosta, Italy (Day 2)

Ouir first, really, long day. We briefly hopped into France, then into Germany and back into France before heading south to
Switzerland. There were some stunning sights along the way. 400 miles

17th Aosta, Italy - Val d'Isere France (Day 3)

Leaving Aosta escorted by the local police we headed on the S26, through absolutely stunning scenery, beautiful little
villages nestled into the rock faces; we started our long ascent into the French Alps. There were a huge amount of
switchbacks, with sheer rock faces on one side, and awesome views. Before we set-up camp, there was some off-
roading organised, and hosted by the Club Des Aigles Val d’Isere, near Val Claret. www.4x4valdisere.com

67 miles

18th Val d'Isere France — Andorra (Day 4)

The longest day in terms of miles and hours driven. Dropped out of the French Alps, stunning scenery, carried on along the
N91 towards Grenoble, N85 towards Gap, and picked the A51/A54/A9 heading south. We had been driving a massive 18
hours to what turned out to be the best site on our trip. But it wasn't until the morning; the beauty of the place became
apparent. 609 miles

19th Andorra - Pamplona, Spain (Day 5)

We tried to do some shopping in the morning, not very successfully as it appeared Andorra was closed on Wednesdays, at
least in the morning. So we tanked up, and headed south . 300 miles

20th Pamplona, Spain - Poitiers, France (Day 6)
The long drive north, however we decided to go over the top via forest tracks to Biarritz, and then into France. Another late
night. 400 miles

21st Poitiers, France — Calais (Day 7 & Finish)

This is it, our last day! We wanted to start as early as possible and take the toll routes, purely for speed to arrive in
daylight in Calais. Followed the sat nav through Paris, brilliant, carefully avoiding the lunatic, and sometimes suicidal
locals, we had already hit one earlier in the week! Just saw the Eiffel tower amongst the smog, before heading North on the
A1/E15 towards Arras, and finally heading northwest to Calais along the A26/E15. Arrived at Calais not only in daylight but
at around 16:30, we set up tent. And relaxed! The evening ended with a great dinner and prize giving party for all the
teams that had competed. Sadly 2 teams did not finish due to breakdowns etc. Bed 03:00 very happy. 400 miles

22nd Calais — Ipswich

Breakfast and we had plenty of time to go shopping. Had a superb evening meal and caught the 9pm train for home. 180
miles

Would we do it again?

In fact both | and Neil are already looking for Co-Drivers for next year. | will again be taking the defender and Neil will be
taking the fire tender. Good luck Neil. (Applications welcome)

2,904 miles — The defender did not miss a beat in the Alps, Pyrenees and cruising at around 65 mph for very long periods
on the motorways.

Donation/sponsorship still welcome for the Clacton & District Stoke Association. Contact Neil Warden at 6 De Vere Estate,
Great Bentley. 01206 251606.

SO FAR OVER £500 HAS BEEN RAISED FOR THIS WORTHY
CAUSE.

If anyone wishes to do this on their own, we do have a copy of all route maps and routes
as taken on this great holiday.
Tony Williamson and Neil Warden
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Peter’s

Potterings

Eventually Autumn is arriving. The leaves are turning
brown and starting to fall off the trees. Do not forget
to pick up the leaves and use them for compost. One
way to pick up the leaves, when they are on the lawn,
is to run your lawnmower over them. The leaves get
chopped up by the cutting blades and then wizzed into
the collecting basket. You will probably get a little bit
of grass in with them and the mix of green and brown
vegetable matter is ideal for composting.

Now is the ideal time to start your compost heap.
Actually if you already have a compost heap or bin it's
a great time to empty it, and mix it in with the soil as
you dig, ready for the winter frosts to break it up. |
mentioned leaves, which if left on their own, either in a
compost heap, or alternatively sealed in a black
polythene bags (with a few knife cuts made for
ventilation) will take 2 years to produce leaf mould. If
however you mix them with green waste you can have
useable compost in 6-9 months. Why do you need to
mix different waste types?

If you use all green waste, eg. lawn mowings, you will
end up with a slimy, sludgy, smelly, mess. |Initially it
starts to rot down and gets very hot. Then it turns into
a wet mess and compacts down. This stops the air
getting in and this stops the bug action. The answer is
to use a fork to empty the bin into say your
wheelbarrow and break up any soggy masses. Then
start to refill the compost bin adding lots of brown type
material, e.g. leaves, twigs, stalks and mix the two
together. If you are patient and leave the bin for a few
months (except for an occasional stir) the compost
should turn out okay. The opposite reaction takes
place if you use just brown waste like leaves. These
are dry and hard and take a long time to break down.
If you can stand the next few comments | will explain
what your compost bin should look like. Starting with
your mixture of green and brown waste plus potato
peelings, general vegetable waste (not cooked),
eggshells etc. Mix and leave for a few weeks. The
level will drop down small clumps of green and brown
will be visible plus bits that are obviously starting to
look rotten. There will probably be a few interested
insects like fruit flies, worms etc., these are necessary
to continue the decomposition. It will probably smell a
bit pongy at this stage. Occasionally stir the bin and
this process will continue until about 6 months later
when there should be no smell, maybe a few worms
etc. but the compost should be dark brown and
crumbly, just right to put on the garden.
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November is a traditional time to clear up the garden. It
is an ideal time to have a bonfire to celebrate Guy
Fawkes. Obviously any compostable material should
go on the compost heap but dry woody material such
as branches make an ideal bonfire. The ashes from a
bonfire make an ideal top dressing for plants as it
contains potash which helps root development. Ideally
keep it dry over winter and use in the spring.

DON'T FORGET TO CHECK FOR HEDGEHOGS
which may have crawled into the heap ready to
hibernate for the winter. (See Wildlives page 14)

SLUG BARRIERS

LET THE PLANTS FIGHT BACK

There are certain plants that slugs hate.

1 Choose the following from your local garden
centre: mint, chives, garlic, geraniums,
foxgloves and fennel.

2 Plant a selection around the edge of your
garden. Slugs really dislike the strong smell
of these plants, which means they’ll act as a
barrier and stop gastropod infiltration.



Terry Sadler

We were all sorry to receive the sad news that Terry died on Wednesday 10" October 2007. Because Terry
braved his illness so well you would never have been aware that he was so seriously ill.

Terry and Stephanie moved into Rose Cottage when Terry took over as manager at the then Paper
Chain shop, where Evans is now located, sixteen years ago. Under Terry’s management the shop was soon
catering for everyone’s needs with Terry’s determination to give the customer exactly what they wanted. Terry
actually enjoyed getting up early to prepare the newspapers for the rounds, which Stephanie said was a habit
that was hard to shake off when he was away on holiday. He enjoyed treating his staff to an outing at Christ-
mas time. The one outing that | think sticks in all our minds most is when he treated us to Ten Pin Bowling, this
was, we discovered, a favourite past-time of Terry’s which became apparent with the high scores he achieved.
He also treated the newspaper boys to an annual outing and one of the favourites was when he arranged a trip
for them to go to Ipswich Town FC for the day.

Terry and Stephanie very soon became involved in village life. Bentley Green Players was very fortunate
that they decided to join the group; Terry so enjoyed acting in our plays, especially Pantomime. He played
many parts for the group and all were very well portrayed with great versatility, from a cuddly bear to, and not
forgetting, this year’s production of “Christmas Carol” when he played the very loveable Mr Fezziwig. Terry
was a great asset to the group and he is going to be greatly missed.

Terry enjoyed a challenge and as a 50" Birthday present Stephanie treated him to a trip to Brands
Hatch Race Course, giving him the dream of driving a sports car around the circuit. More recently he took on
the ultimate challenge of facing up to Anne Robinson on The Weakest Link, and as he reported in the Parish
Magazine, enjoyed every moment.

Another challenge came when Terry left Tesco. Tesco would no longer be providing a newspaper deliv-
ery service when he left. Terry took on the initiative to provide the much needed Bentley Home Delivery Ser-
vice, which not only incorporated the delivery of newspapers and magazines, but provided a door to door dry
cleaning service. This efficient service with Terry’'s drive has now extended to other villages throughout the
District.

Our thoughts must go to Terry’s family and apart from Stephanie, Terry leaves two children, his Son
Andy and Daughter Janet, and his grandchildren, and with no disrespect to Stephanie, Andy and Janet it was
always plain to see that his love for his grandchildren, who were his pride and joy, was paramount in his life
and could be seen by all, the world stopped when they were around, as he enjoyed their company so much.

If you met Terry he always had a cheery, happy and kind word to say; willing to listen and talk to you, no
matter how busy he was at the time. Nothing was ever too much trouble for him, and he would help if he could.
As a community we have lost a delightful man whose ultimate aim in life was to give people what they wanted,
we will all greatly miss you Terry for your wonderful dedication to this village.

Lynda McWilliams

r I I N D I D I D B D B B B . 1
GOOD LUCK ! GREAT BENTLEY !
' CALENDAR 2008 I
ELLA : :
GOOD LUCK AND BEST WISHES FOR NOW AVAILABLE
YOUR FUTURE IN THE
LR I CARPENTERS FARM SHOP I
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU. I POST OFFICE I
ALL OUR LOVE ALWAYS I EVANS I
MUM & DAD X I I
GOOD LUCK ELLA! i PRICE £4 i
WE WILL ALL MISS YOU, I I
BUT WILL COME DOWN PROCEEDS TO
TO PARTY ON WITH YOU IN CORNWALL. 1 1
LOTS & LOTS OF LOVE, AIMEE & EDDIE. j THE SICK CHILDREN'S TRUST
(DOUGAL, CHARLIE, BUMBLE & MILLIE) I ST. MARY'S CHURCH I
X
L I I N D I D I D B D B B B . ‘
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BEWARE

The Trading Standards Office are making people aware of the following scam:

A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they
were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a premium rate number).

DO NOT call this number, as this is a scam originating from Belize.

If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will already have been billed £15 for the
phone call. If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on 02072 396655
or ICSTIS (the premium rate service regulator) at www.icstis.org.uk.http://www.icstis.org.uk/.

If you receive a phone call on your mobile from any person, saying that he or she is a company engineer, or
telling you that they’re checking your mobile line, and you have to press #90 or #09 or any other number, end
this call immediately without pressing any numbers. This is a fraud company using a device that once you
press #90 or #09 they can access your “SIM” card and make calls at your expense. Please forward this
message to all family and friends with mobile phones.

Halloween is fast approaching ... fun for some, not for others. This year the PCSOs are going into schools to
attempt to make the children aware of calling on elderly and vulnerable people which can be extremely
distressing for them. Many parents are now coming around with their young children also. If you have small
children in the street who really enjoy this time of the year, don't spoil their fun, get a few sweets to pass to
them, earlier if you don’t want any evening callers.

HALLOWEEN & FIREWORKS

In October | gave a talk to all the children in Great Bentley Primary School about the
firework and sparklers safety clues and Halloween safety. | had a great time with the
children and | hope that | got the message over to them about the firework safety clues.

.
_ . 1] 1A
We also talked about Halloween and the safety rules and | asked the children to design

and colour a SORRY NO TRICK OR TREATER'’S poster for me. The reason for me asking the children to
design a poster was to get them involved with other members of the community as | was hoping to photocopy
one of the winning posters to put in the magazine as a flyer so that they can be displayed on doors or windows
on Halloween night.

| told them | would come back in a week’s time and look at the poster they had done and | would pick one from
each class and give them a prize. It was very hard for me to pick the winning posters as they were all so very
good and | would like to thank all the children for their hard work.

The Winners are:

Eva Herbert: Rory Watson: Summer Collier: Arthur Pa  yne: Sarah Crowson: Luke
o °) Barry, Charlotte Cory and Yasmin Clouting.

N\g.k . Many thanks to Mrs Cleaver and all the staff for their help and time they gave me.
1 w PCSO Sally Boyden

J
J
(=
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Cookery Corper

Apples: The Best of British

It is extremely unlikely, apparently, that the fruit which Eve so disastrously offered to Adam, back in the Garden
of Eden was an apple. According to some of the sources | have read, the downfall of mankind was more likely
to have been caused by a pomegranate. Nontheless, the poor old apple has had a bad press - the apple of
discord - and all that, but | also believe that its poor press has been compounded by the tasteless, imported,
blemish-free things that adorn the supermarket shelves for most of the year. Whoever decided to call the
Golden Delicious by that name? For it is neither golden nor delicious.

However things seem to be looking up in the apple world; not only is this the proper season for British apples,
there seems to be a renaissance of the older or heritage varieties. There was an article in The Guardian
Weekend on the 6™ of October about a man called lan Sturrock, who revives old orchards and rescues old,
near extinct varieties. How about an apple named Anglesey Pig's Snout or, indeed, this romantic story? Back
in 1998 a birdwatcher told Sturrock about an isolated tree on the island of Bardsey off the coast of North
Wales. It turned out to be an apple tree of a very great age, possibly the only survivor from an orchard tended
by monks over 1000 years ago. Moreover, legend has it Bardsey Island is the site of Avalon, King Arthur's
burial place. It is nice to think he might have eaten a Bardsey apple (also known as the Afal Enlli) before he
died. Well, that's no more fanciful than the Bardsey apple being the fateful one in the Garden of Eden, which
is another story about this ancient variety.

But enough fantasy: the mother tree is still going strong, and Sturrock has sold more than 2,500 of the old
tree’s progeny. Luckily for us, Ken Muir (Honeypot Farm, Rectory Road, Weeley Heath) offers for sale the
Bardsey tree as part of their Heritage stock. According to the nursery’s catalogue, the tree fruits from October
to late November and the apple is striped pink with a lemon scent. It can be eaten as a dessert apple or used
for cooking. Even if you haven't got the space for a full sized apple tree, it is well worth paying the nursery a
visit for they stock a large variety of trees, both apple and pear, which have been trained in the traditional
shapes of cordons, fans, espaliers stopovers etc which are all perfectly suited to the modern small garden. In
addition they sell the more recent Minarettes, which can even be grown in a large pot. Of course they stock a
lot more than apples and pears, so | do urge you to pay a visit; they’re only down the road.

Well, as this is meant to be a cookery column | suppose I'd better give you a recipe. I'm afraid I'm not a fan of
apple pie, | love French apple tart, but I'm trying to be British this month and anyway I've given that recipe
before (I think). So, other than eating them raw, one of my favourite things to do with apples is to combine
them with black pudding. | am fortunate that | have a friend from the north who supplies me with black pudding,
but they can be bought from Carpenter's Farm Shop. As usual with my recipes the quantities are a bit vague,
but allow a medium sized dessert apple per person, as much black pudding as you think people can eat, (it's a
bit difficult to be exact as they come in different sizes, but a rough calculation would be the equivalent amount
of black pudding to ordinary sized sausages), a good lump of butter, salt and pepper.

Cut each apple into 6 slices and remove the seed and core. Melt the butter in a heavy-bottomed frying pan (or
a non-stick one). Add the salt and pepper then gently fry the apples on one side until a light golden brown,
then turn them and repeat. Remove from the pan and keep warm. Slice the black pudding into thick slices and
cook for around 2 minutes. Serve with the apples. If a more substantial meal is required, buttery mashed
potato can be added.

| know that the idea of black pudding makes some people feel slightly squeamish and if you are one of those
unfortunates, sausages can be substituted. | also like fried apples with pork chops
and fatty birds like duck and goose.

G.R.
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W.I.

The October meeting was our AGM and Fish and Chip
Supper and was extremely well attended by the
majority of our 35 members.

After being our President for 5.5 years, from
when we re-formed in 2002, Chris Aplin was obliged to
stand down this year, in accordance with W.I. rules.
We would like to thank her for her commitment and
dedication and look forward to her staying on the
committee in a new role in the future. Manya Barrow
was voted as the new President and we look forward
to welcoming her to her first meeting in the Chair. We
are also sadly losing Barbara Kettles from the
Committee this year, who has successfully run the
raffle for the last few years. Thank you Barbara!

When the business of the evening was
concluded, we eagerly attended to the final matter of
the evening - delicious fish and chips, a natter, a quiz
and raffle!

The next meeting is entitled ‘Underwater World’
by Sue Allen. This will take place on Tuesday 6th
November at 8pm in the Village Hall. New members
and visitors are most welcome.

Liz Harry, Publicity Rep - 250511

ART CLUB

Saturday 10th November

Coach outing to London

Tuesday 13th November

Village Hall, 7.30pm
Masterpiece

Tuesday 27th November

Village Hall, 7.30pm
Painting a costume Model

HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 8th November
Village Hall - 7.30pm
Ron Hutton
Local Victoria Cross Winners
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GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Our monthly meeting was held in the Village Hall on the
26th September when we had our Harvest Festival.
Wendee and Ernie Stephenson kindly took part in the
Service and accepted our gifts for the Salvation Army.
After the service we had a silly auction to make money for
the Club. It was a well attended meeting.

Diary of Events for November

Wednesday 28th November - Village Hall, 2.00pm
“The Day Timers”
Competition - a holiday souvenir

GARDENING CLUB

Our September meeting was our AGM and Autumn Show.
Whilst the produce, flowers, pot plants and floral art
classes were being judged, approximately 40 members
attended the AGM in another room. The results of a very
well supported show are as follows:

The Harvest Cup Winner - Maurice Bacon
(Fruit and Vegetable Section) Runner up - Mary Maskell

The Floral Trophy Winner - Mick Baxter
(Flowers and Pot Plants) Runner up - Mary Maskell
The Rose Cup Winner - Mick Baxter
(Best Exhibit in above) Runner up - Mary Maskell
The Floral Art Trophy Winner - Jan Turner
Runner up - Wendy Foster
Bentley Trophy Winners - Mary Maskell and
(Best Overall in Show) Mick Baxter (jointly)

Runner up - Jan Turner

Our next meeting is on 20th November and entitled
‘Cornish Treasures - Eden and Heligan by Mr Robin
Carsberg. Visitors most welcome.

Liz Harry - Secretary

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Biodiversity
in Essex Country Parks
by
Dougal Urquhart

at the Village Hall
Beaumont-cum-Moze

Wednesday 21st November
7.30pm

Admission Free
Donations welcomed
Light Refreshments
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Great Bentley Parish Council

The matter of congestion outside the Surgery was discussed at the Parish Council Meeting on 4th October.
The proposed road plan was in the September magazine and on the Parish Notice Board. Members of the
public were asked to comment on the proposal. All letters received were read out by Clir Herbert. There was
not a favourable response. It was also pointed out that Highways are not prepared to stop traffic turning in from
Thorrington Road. Therefore it was proposed not to go any further with the plan. It was then suggested that the
idea has merit but should be implemented elsewhere in the village to gain extra car parking. This will be
discussed at the December meeting.

Discussions have also been on going regarding the Cricket Clubs’ proposal of an all weather pitch being laid
on The Green alongside the existing wicket. The proposal was in the September magazine. One objection was
received and read out at the meeting. It was decided that the plan may go ahead. The all weather pitch will be
a strip of green matting measuring approximately 25-30 yards long by 2 yards wide. This allows for practice
sessions, coaching, junior and friendly games when the natural wicket is too wet to be used. It also preserves
the main wicket for all senior league matches.

Starting on 10th October, the Clacton and District Volunteer Bureau from Tendring Voluntary

Community Services will be at the Resource Centre e  ach Wednesday from 10am to 12pm to
provide an advice service for the village. A volunt  eer will be there to give advice on a wide
range of matters. No appointment is required. This is a wonderful service they aim to provide

for the community, please don’t hesitate to drop in and meet up for a chat .

Parish Council Meetings

Thursday 1st November 7.30pm
Thursday 6th December 7.30pm

Resource Centre Opening Times

Tuesday 13th November 1pm to 3pm
Wednesday 21st November  4pm to 6pm
Friday 30th November 12pm to 2pm
Thursday 6th December 12pm to 2pm

Other times leave a message on the answer-phone at the resource centre (01206 256410) or between 27th
October to 10th November contact Chris Finn, the Weeley Parish Council Clerk on 01255 679608.

Email clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk (checked regularly). We will contact you as soon as possible. It
can also be arranged for the office to be open to view plans etc if required.

Mrs Karen Paradise
Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council

ADVERTISING IN GT. BENTLEY PARISH NEWS
2008

NEED A SPACE IN NEXT YEARS MAGAZINE?

DON'T DELAY

CONTACT MARY MASKELL
01206 250524

Costs: £45: £73: and £100 per year




HISTORY SOCIETY

WHEELS OF IPSWICH

The Society has had many good talks this year and it was
good that we had a large attendance for our October
speaker on Thursday 11th, as it was one of the very best
we have had. Alick Barnett from the Ipswich Transport
Museum treated us to much more than an outline of that
establishment.

What we got was an expertly planned overview of
the town’s history, in particular how central to this growth
was the development of its transport; for example, in the
case of its early bus service, it was the trips available for
weekend outings into green areas outside the town that
encouraged developers to build on out of town sites,
extending the town’s borders, with a transport system
already in place.

Ipswich grew up as a town in around 600AD at the
nearest point to the sea where the River Orwell could be
crossed, developing as a port in mediaeval times. This
was based on the local pottery industry, “Ipswich ware”
being exported throughout Europe.

Alick was able to illustrate from the first maps of the
town that its early grid system of roads remains
essentially the same even to this day, and places like St
Mary le Tower were there from early times. The
flourishing Suffolk wool trade aided the port’s growth, the
export of wool being balanced with the import of Bordeaux
wines. A 1778 map showed how shipbuilding, too, soon
accompanied the port's trade, at one stage eight
shipyards existing there.

Against this background, he went on to show first
how horse drawn vehicles served the local population,
joined by the arrival of the “Eastern Counties” railway in
1846. Here the museum’s copious collection of
photographs came into its own as Alick took us through
the Victorian era. Horses dominated, with a network of
door-to-door delivery carts for all supplies, milk, grocery,
greengrocery, coal etc., and public bus services all
dependant on a horse’s pulling power.

Far too detailed to outline here, the talk took us
through the history of modern transport against the
Ipswich background, especially the part played locally by
Ransomes engineering company. The speaker was able
to show photographs of the whole development of
wheeled vehicles, from animal and human powered to
steam, electric and petrol driven. Lorries, trams, trolley-
buses, fire engines, steam rollers - the whole range were
included. But the vividness and originality of the pictures
from those times was to have a surprising follow up that
brought this captivating talk into its surprising final section.

A picture of a coach, owned by the Bickers of
Caddenham and left to decay in a field along with others
from this company, was the starting point of the finale. It
was this vehicle that one Eric Mouser obtained at the
setting up of the Ipswich Preservation Society. And the
next picture? -the same coach splendidly restored in its
full livery. Thus began the restoration of hundreds of
vehicles that now form the collection that is the Ipswich
Transport Museum.
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Remarkably, Alick was now able to take us through
a whole range of those very vehicles we had seen earlier
in their original role, but now photographed restored to
their former glory. Interim pictures, too, of the state they
had often sunk into before rescue were a testimony to the
loving skill that was required for their refurbishment, some
of it quite amazing. They rounded off this cleverly crafted
talk so appropriately.

The Society agreed, as we thanked our speaker for
a great evening, that we'd certainly be visiting the
Museum, soon!

Our speaker at the next meeting on Thursday 8th
November is Ron Hutton, whose talk - “Local Victori a
Cross Winners! - should have great appeal.

THE INQUISITIVE MIND
OF A CHILD

Why are they selling poppies, mummy?
Selling poppies in town today
The poppies, child are flowers of love
For the men who marched away
But, why have they chosen a poppy mummy?
Why not a beautiful rose?
Because, my child, men fought and died
In the fields where the poppies grow
But why are the poppies so red, mummy?
why are the poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child
The blood our soldiers shed
The heart of the poppy is black mummy
Why does it have to be black?
Black my child, is the symbol of grief
For the men who never came back
But, why mummy, are you crying so?
Your tears are giving you pain
Tears are my fears for you my child
The world is - FORGETTING AGAIN

\\,/
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OPEN DAY

JOIN THE ADVENTURE ....
SCOUTS - BE PREPARED ......

If you are interested in joining or seeing and taking part in some of the activities we do, then you can pop along

to our open day. 17th November 2007 - 1-4pm.

Open to all past members of the groups, and public to come and see what we do and what we have been up
to. Help us Celebrate Great Bentley Scout Group’s 50th Birthday with a reunion of everyone who has made

our Scout Group so successful over the years.

BEAVERS - Boys and girls aged 6-8

Easily recognised by their distinctive turquoise
sweatshirts, Beaver Scouts enjoy making friends,
playing games, crafts, going on visits and helping
others. Beavers also take part in one night
sleepovers and outdoor activities.

Forthcoming event: Sleepover at Thorrington
scout camp.

Great Bentley Beavers meet every Monday
evening 6-7pm at The Scout HQ.

For more details and information about joining
please contact Liz Bennett on 01255 830499 or
email: lizzybennett@btopenworld.com

SCOUTS - Male and female aged 10%2 - 14

Scouts take part in a balanced programme that
helps them to find out about the world in which they
live, encourages them to know their own abilities
and the importance of keeping fit and helps develop
their creative talents. It also provides opportunities
to explore their own values and personal attitudes.
Being outdoors is important and half the programme
is given over to taking part in both the traditional
Scouting skills, such as camping, survival and
cooking as well as the wide range of adventurous
activities, anything from abseiling to yachting.
Scouting is about being with friends, as part of a
team, participating fully in the adventure and
opportunities of life.

Essex International

Forthcoming event:

Jamboree

Great Bentley Scouts meet every Monday
evening 7.15-9pm at the Scout HQ.

For more details and information about joining

please contact Jan Bovingdon on 01206 250877 or
email: janbov@tiscali.co.uk

For more information on any of the sections or if y

scoutbase.org.uk or essexscouts.org.uk

CUBS - Boys and girls aged 8-10%:

There are loads of fun things that you can do as a
Cub Scout. You will get a chance to try lots of
different activities like swimming, music, exploring,
computing and collecting. Also you’ll get to go on
trips and days out and you will be able to go
camping to do loads of outdoor activities. While
taking part in these activities you can gain challenge
and activity badges which you can wear on your
uniform.

Forthcoming event: Harry Potter Science camp

Great Bentley Cubs meet every Tuesday evening
7-8.15pm at the Scout HQ.

For more details and information about joining
please contact Karen Pigram on 01206 845577 or
email: karenpigram@btinternet.com

EXPLORER - Male and female aged 14 - 18
Explorer Scouts take part in much the same as
Scouts but because you will often be out and about
at weekends or in the holidays doing other activities,
there will be times when you will be busy doing
other things such as exams, and being an Explorer
Scout will have to fit around these. As an Explorer
Scout, you will get the chance to work with other
Explorer Scouts in your District, not just your Unit.
By doing this, you will get the chance to do many
more activities, not just the ones your Unit
organises.

Forthcoming event: International Jamboree

Great Bentley Explorers meet every Monday
evening 7.15pm - 9pm at the Scout HQ.

For more details and information about joining
please contact Matt Bovingdon on 07725 950525 or
email: mattbov@tiscali.co.uk

ou have any photos or information about the groups
past please contact Jan Bovingdon on 01206 250877 o

r email janbov@tiscali.co.uk or take a look at
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Great Bentley Pre-school

| would like to welcome our new children, Libby Shaw, Clarice Olsen, Samuel Milnes
and Ryan Shepherd.

Our committee are working really hard arranging various fundraisers for both children and adults to enjoy.
Please support these events as all monies raised will go towards new equipment for your children.

On the 1% November we will be hosting another Pampered Chef Evening, this is always a popular event, as it
gives parents the opportunity to get together over a glass of wine and have a chat. This will begin at 7 for 7.30 at
the Village Hall. If you cannot make this evening but would like to place an order, | have order forms and a
catalogue.

Our Christmas Fayre will be on the 8" December 2007, we will have quality craft stalls, cake stalls, Father
Christmas, activities for the children and much more. Lots of fun for all the family so make a note of the date in
your diary.

Great Bentley Pre-school will be turning on the Christmas Lights in the Village. The date has not been decided
yet however it will be at the beginning of December. The children will be singing some songs and we will be
serving hot drinks/soup. It would be lovely to see lots of you there, supporting the village and appreciating just
how much effort goes into making our village a beautiful place.

Our Pre-school is moving from strength to strength and waiting lists are reflecting our good practice. If you are
thinking of sending your child to Pre-school, please
come in and have a look around and pick up one of

our new welcome packs or call Allison on 07743 Great Benﬂey Pre-School
758352 to avoid disappointment.
| would like to welcome our new members of staff, CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Laura Gethen, Louise Shaw and Kayleigh Weaver.
All 3 ladies have been parent helpers over the last Saturday 8th December
few months and have enrolled onto their Level 1
courses. | wish them well in their new roles and \’.Qf) .
look forward to working with them in the future. \F) ¢ Village Hall
* .

s Father Christmas

Thank you for your continued support q*\/) Crafts: Cakes and lots more

Allison Hunt — Pre-school Manager

good effort.

Total: 38

I |
[ VILLAGE MAGAZINES COMPETITION 2007 I
I |
l JUDGES REMARKS - GREAT BENTLEY I
ontent wonderful and wide ranging collection of interesting articles
l C 16 A derful and wid i llecti fi [ icl
I (Maximum Mark 20) clearly produced with great enthusiasm. | would like to have seen I
more photographs to illustrate some of the items.
I |
I Layout 11 It is completely a matter of taste but | would tend not to bulk all the
aximum Mar adverts at either end but spread them through the magazine whic
Maxi Mark 15 d ith db d th h h th [ hich l
| gives it more vibrancy. Otherwise good layout. |
| Design/Production 11 Very good use of colour on front cover. Rest of the magazine appears |
aximum Mar a bit'sprawly’ and it is really too big to use staples in this way. A very
Maxi Mark 15 bit* ly’ and it i Il bi les in thi A |
I I
I |
1 1
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Royal British Legion

This coming month sees the arrival of the most important
day in the RBL calendar. The 11" of the 11" at 11.00am
is the time and day that the country honours those that
gave their lives in all wars.

The Great Bentley & Thorrington Branch invites
everyone to join us, firstly in St. Mary’s Church for the
service and after at the village war memorial at 11.00am.
The Legion members will be marching (slowly)!!! across
the Green from the Church to the Memorial and invites
everyone to join them to follow the RBL Standard.
Following the short service, we invite the members and
the public to join us in a tent near the pond for tea, coffee
and biscuits (free) and hopefully enjoy a chat with friends
and neighbours. This is the first time that this has been
attempted and hopefully it will be successful. For those
that prefer something stronger the landlord of The
Plough Public House will open immediately after the
service this year.

The branch at this time is mourning the passing of
Raymond Purdy. Raymond was a member since the
reforming of the branch in 1990. His funeral, which took
place on the 15™ October, included the RBL Standard
and escort.

The Autumn Raffle has now been launched.
Books have been sent to all members in the hope that
they will be able to sell tickets to help boost branch
funds. The tickets will also be available from various
points in the village.

The main sponsor of this raffle is Eastern Counties
Home Improvements, Thorrington Road, Great Bentley
and we are most grateful for their participation.

.Do try and support this raffle and attempt to land one of
the main prizes which are as follows:

£200 of holiday travel vouchers plus free insurance
(Travel Care, Clacton)

£50 of Meat for Christmas
Brightlingsea)

Flight for 3 from Clacton Airfield (Clacton Aero Club)

£50 towards Coach holiday (Crusader Coaches,
Clacton)

Approximately 15 other prizes including a DVD Recorder,
Digital Camera, Spirits etc.

(T. Stobbs, Butchers of

The draw will take place at the RBL Social Evening in the
Village Hall on the 8" December, doors open 7.00pm. A
percentage of this raffle will go to the Great Bentley
Football Club, whose premises we use for our meetings.

Don't forget the branch AGM at the Great Bentley
Football Club on the 2™ November, 7.00pm for 7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

The new base at the War Memorial is imminent,
funding etc is in place however, depending on the
builders commitments, work may now be put on hold
until after the Memorial service to avoid any disruption.

Michael J. Dorling
Vice Chairman of the Great Bentley & Thorrington
Branches.

GREAT BENTLEY

CRICKET CLUB AGM
Friday 9th November
Cricket Pavilion
Starts 8.00pm

The Great Bentley Cricket Club Annual General
Meeting will take place on Friday 9th November in the
Pavilion commencing at 8.00pm. All members are
encouraged to attend and have your say in who you
want to represent your club over the next 12 months.
The bar will be open before and after the meeting so
please come along and have your say.

The club did not have too good a finish to the season
and after spending most of the season in the top half
of the table the first team finished a disappointing 7th,
and the second team 8th in their respective divisions.
We did party well though and the End of Season
Presentation went off well despite conflicting with the
Rugby World Cup final.

The awards this year went to:
Best Fielder

First Team -
Second Team -

Michael Giles
Steve Manson

Batsman

First Team - Len Clayden
Second Team - Rod Fowler
Bowler

First Team - Andy Burbidge

Second Team - Andy Everett

All Rounder
First Team - Pete Bodily
Second Team - Matt Fowler

Young Player - Nathan Cooper

Colt - Joe Fowler
Best Performance Joe Fowler
Clubman - Jeff Wright

Great Bentley CC Committee would like to thank all
the members for their support over the season and
look forward to next season with great expectation.
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LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Reading the article in October's magazine has
prompted me to write to you with my reminiscences
of my childhood growing up in Gt Bentley.

Yes! It is me | was born in 1940 and can
remember very well my happy childhood in Great
Bentley. Life was simple back then, even if we did
have to get by without computer games, TV, DVD’s |
pods and holidays abroad etc. We walked to school
[no cars blocking Plough Road by the school gates]
School holidays didn't have our parents wondering
what we would get up to, we amused ourselves,
rarely causing trouble, vandalism was almost non
existent.

Did the sun always shine during the long
summer holidays? It always seemed to. In the late
40’s [if my memory serves me right] when De Vere
Estate was being built, we would play among the
bricks and building equipment, which was not fenced
in, or guarded by a huge Alsatian; without coming to
any harm!

Many sunny days were spent by the brook,
accessed through the churchyard and the footpath
through Black’s fields. We often drank the clear
water from the stream, and paddled in it. And so did
the cows!!

Visits to the doctor's surgery were rare, we
had no jabs against child diseases, cuts and scrapes
were treated with germolene or neat peroxide [which
was supposed to stop infection, but stung like hell!!]
As a young married woman [moving into the 60’s
now], | visited the surgery, which was beside the
post office then, for those who don’t go back that far,
to inform the doctor that | was expecting. No physical
examination followed, just a voucher to claim my free
orange juice, cod-liver-oil and a free pint of milk a
day from the milkman. No hospital visits for a regular
scan was required, and 9 times out of 10, a healthy
child was born, without the mother being too much
aware of any possible problems; or maybe | was just
lucky.

When | tell my children and grandchildren
about the way we lived, with no hot running water,
no bathroom, no indoor loo [ours was at the bottom
of the garden] my indoor pursuits were, reading Enid
Blyton, knitting, sewing and listening to the wireless
[not radio], they turn up their noses and feel sorry for
me. | don’t!!!

My Good old Days really were good!

Pearl Sams - Chelmsford
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A few notes from Your
District Councillor

Clear up day

Thank you to all the residents who contacted to me
to say they approved the suggestion for a clear up
day. | am now in the process of liaising with Tendring
District Council’s Environmental Services
Department as to when this service could be
provided and will keep you informed of progress.

Tesco Corner

There has been a delay with progress regarding the
railings outside Tesco as Essex County Highways
Authority has no designer at present and needs to
provide a design to the TDC Conservation Officer
and Parish Council for the scheme. Highways hope
that the problem is remedied in the near future.

Advertising events for 2008

Tendring District Council is working on an event
guide for next year. If you have a village event that
you are organising and would like advertised in the
guide please contact Sarah Daniels on 01255
686654. The advertising is free of charge.

Local Development Plan

We are expecting, any time now, the report from the
Inspectorate regarding the Local Development Plan.
One of the concerns for many residents has been
the possible development of the new town at Frating.
It is expected that the report should be finalised in
time for it to be adopted at the next full Tendrin%
District Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 11
December 2007.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
concerns, | am always more than pleased to hear
from you.

Lynda

Clir. Lynda McWilliams
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk
Tendring District Councillor
Telephone number 01206 250732




National Service Memories

National Service has been called a ‘rite of passage’ or a growing up ritual. It affected over 5 million young men from 1939
through to 1960 when the last batch were caught up by the system. Every ex Serviceman has a story to tell. Many tried to
dodge the ‘call up’ but few succeeded. At the start no one wanted to go, yet at the end of it, most were glad they did, with the
exception of course with the war years. Any man now approaching his three score years and ten will have a vivid memory of his
National Service or as was more commonly known ‘two years in the mob’.

My experience started as many with a fear of the dreaded buff envelope dropping on the mat and this fear probably
started six months in advance of receiving the Royal Command. Upon receipt of the letter a hundred ways of ‘how to get out of
it’ flash through your mind however in reality not one of them would convince Her Majesty that you should be exempt. Finally the
day arrives before you report to the call up centre to discuss what you would like to do for two years. An interview with each of
the Services was arranged after a quick medical by the doctors. | won't dwell on this suffice to say it involved a sharp cough and
a touch your toes exercise and after this most were immediately passed fit.

A chat with the Army rep decided me instantly that the Army life for me was not an option. | requested to be involved with
driving but was told that it would be impossible as they already had a surplus but there were many vacancies in the cook house
and ‘how would you fancy that'? | envisaged months of peeling spuds and beat a hasty retreat. My next stop was the Navy who
asked what | thought of life at sea. | replied that | got quite queasy looking into a bath at which point they decided that life on the
ocean wave was not for me. Finally came the RAF. Were they looking for pilots | wondered? | did actually ask!!!! After a
deflating reply and further discussions | established that they were looking for drivers but only if you became a regular and signed
on for three years. As the pay was an extra few shillings a week and you only served 11 months of the last year, it seemed the
best option. So | duly signed on the dotted line.

This was the start of the most drastic change in a young man’s life at that time — away from the serious business of
growing into adulthood and for me at that particular time away from my personal recreation area of Clacton i.e. Butlins holiday
camp with an outside juke-box, the pictures at the week-end, a must visit to Naps Coffee Bar with its new frothy coffee and
invariably the girls with their hula skirts and ankle socks — all part of the wonderful rock and roll era in which | was growing up.

On a cold winters morning in January with snow falling, | caught the bus to Colchester and walked along Cowdray Avenue
with suitcase to Colchester Station and from there by train to Ipswich where | met up with other conscripts. Our destination was
Cardington (the home of the barrage balloon) to be kitted out. The bus dropped us off at a receiving centre where we were
allocated blankets and sheets etc for our two night stay and we were shown to our sleeping quarters ready to be kitted out the
next day. All very pleasant and civil. The next day was the time honoured kitting out ritual (all service members will remember
this) which entailed about 100 new recruits in a long line, passing along a long counter collecting a mass of kit from experts that
knew your size by just looking at you. On arrival at the end of the counter the last item handed out was the beret. Having both
arms full this was ceremoniously jammed on your head, usually half over your eyes. After staggering back to accommodation
the afternoon was taken up with packing your civilian clothes into a suitcase to be returned home. The last connection with the
outside world!

Next morning was the train journey to training camp and in my case at Wilmslow in Cheshire. Cold, damp and miserable.
We arrived with much expectation having been helped through the first two days by reasonable human beings. Alighting from
the train brought the taste of the next eight weeks. Three or four NCO’s spitting and snarling and with bulging eyes attempting to
form a column in rows of three’s to march the mile or so to the camp. They knew they had no chance — all part of the ritual!
Complete chaos reigned as we tripped, staggered and sweated during the march to camp, much to their delight.

And so started the worst part of your life — or so you thought! Endless marching, blanco and brasso, polishing, ironing
clothes, cleaning boots which did include spit and polish and a hot spoon every single day and probably worst of all was the
continual ear bashing and humiliation from the NCO'’s. After four weeks or so a week-end pass was granted and supposedly one
had to stay in uniform which as you could imagine — everyone obeyed! The next four weeks seemed an improvement. Rifles,
Bren guns and Sten guns training for drivers began to provide an interest with the NCQO’s appearing to be a bit more humane and
talking about the passing out parade. Marching and drill after that became something that was looked forward to and dare | say
it; pride began to come to the fore. No more so than the Passing Out Parade which wouldn’t have been out of place on the
Queen’s birthday? Trade training followed for the next eight weeks and in my case a posting to Germany for two and a half
years.

Looking back to that time in my life, | feel that we were partially prepared. We may not have been so worldly or so widely
travelled as today’s youth but we entered our twenties more equipped to deal with adult life. We were in the main disciplined and
this meant that after the initial shock and baptism, most conscripts took to service life and made the most of it. For my part, | look
upon my service life as something that completely changed my outlook on life. Taught me self discipline with the ability to look
after myself and gave me the opportunity to travel to various parts of the world at Her Majesty’s expense. Quite a change from
today! It was possible at that time to have completed two years service and be back into normal civilian life by the time you
reached twenty. Today’s young people seem to be at college or university until their early 20’s interspersed by gap years and
breaks to earn money and at the end of all those years, start work with a massive debt and little pride in the country.

You may be asking what brought all this on. A few months ago | attended a second reunion of RAF Members with whom
| served during the late 50's. Some | had kept in touch with and others who | had not seen since that time. | found that the
people | became firm friends with were much the same as in their younger days and in the main had the same outlook in life,
then and now. Nothing much had changed except the ilinesses and aches and pains of some and the inevitable deaths of a few.
Three years ago, seven of us revisited our old camp — now civilian — in Germany where we were treated like returning heroes. A
trip had been arranged around the radar station where we had been stationed by a member of the German Air Force. The camp
owners had arranged for us to visit any building we wished to which enabled us to go into our old rooms (same curtains still
hanging — really!) mess hall, naffi etc., wallow in nostalgia for a few hours and complete the day walking through the village
looking for familiar landmarks. The evening was spent in a local hostelry where the same landlord, who was in residence at that
time, welcomed us with open arms and a good time was had by all. The whole trip with photos was featured in the local papers
(in Germany). | suppose all of this wanted me to try and share with other people what life was like at that time in the Services
and the friendships that last a life time.

Hope | haven't bored you too much!!  MJD
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CHRISTMAS POSTING DATES

SURFACE MAIL

~d
. N
Friday 16th November - Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Malta and Iceland :l
Friday 30th November - Western Europe

INTERNATIONAL AIRMAIL

Friday 7th December - South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa,
Middle East, Asia, Far East (except Japan), Australia
and New Zealand

Monday 10th December - USA, Canada, Japan and Eastern Europe

Thursday 13th December - Western Europe

UK LAST POSTING DATES

Friday 14th December Standard Parcels
Monday 17th December Second Class
Thursday 20th December First Class

DOG FOULING

Twice recently | have returned home to find that an inconsiderate, and irresponsible, owner(s) has failed to
clear up after their dog when it has fouled the footpath outside our house and drive.

By the time | have discovered the deposits (and not just one pile but 3 or 4 each time) they have stuck to the
pavement like chewing gum and it has taken much scraping and scrubbing with buckets of bleach to remove.

As an owner of dogs myself, my pockets are always bulging with bags; next time they get caught short | will be
only too pleased to give them some.

G. Baker, Birch Avenue

PS. | have just picked up someone else’s dog’'s freshly made deposit smack bang in the middle of the
footpath, outside Nil Desperandum.

Could this be the same dog owner who allowed the same “crime” to be committed directly outside Rambler
Cottage (next door to the Plough Inn). This fouled the path that is used for accessing Tesco, the Station,
School etc. ED

HALLOWEEN
Thank you” FARMERS MARKET

Due to the generosity and baking skills of our Saturday 27th October
members and villagers, we were able to deliver

35 delicious cakes to the St Helena Hospice. 10am - 2.00pm
Our sincere thanks to all concerned.

Frowick Hall Farm,
Frowick Lane
St Osyth

Chris Aplin )

Wi ({:%)
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GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL

The season has started really well for all our teams. The Under 8 Blues are showing some
encourging performances against some real tough opposition. The Reds have found things
a little harder but hit the mark last time out at Brightlingsea which was really good to see.

Cliff's Under 9's have had some hard games early in the season but again had an excellent
result last time out against unbeaten Colchester Villa. The Under 10’s have started much
more positively than last season which shows how much they learnt from last season. Alan
and Andrew are also going great guns in training and the improvement is vast. Hopefully all
the teams will continue in the same vein.

Off the pitch the committee continue to work hard and we are delighted to have arranged what we hope will be
an excellent family Christmas night. We have arranged for entertainment for the kids as well as having a live
singer in the main hall for the adults. The aim is to make sure that everyone can enjoy a good night out. This
will take place on the 24™ November in the village hall at Great Bentley tickets are £7 for adults and £3 for
children, under 5’s go free. Everyone is welcome the more the merrier, tickets are available from your coaches.

We also have some excellent raffle prizes first prize being a signed Frank Lampard England shirt — thanks to
Gary Lancaster for arranging this, second prize is a new Ipod Nano, 3" prize £25 in cash as well as other
prizes available. Tickets are 50p each, your help in selling these to friends and family would be greatly
appreciated. Again, tickets are available from your coach.

We are pleased to announce we have been given the go ahead by Tendring District Council to demolish and
replace the old changing rooms and refurbish the existing bar area. The plans are now out to tender with the
work to be carried out in the close season next year. This will make a big difference to the club as it continues
to progress — we'll keep you informed as things develop.

That's about it, thanks for reading,

Scott.

Under 8 (Red & Blue)

4th  November Home - Tempest Under 9

11th November Away - Colchester Villa 4th  November Home - Rowhedge Juniors
18" November Home - Holland 11th November Away - Stanway Villa

25" November Away - Colchester Athletic 18" November Home - Reed Hall

25" November Away - Lexden Saints

Under 10

4th  November Home - Team Player Youth
11th November Home - Holland FC Yellows
18" November Away - Lawford Juniors Yellow
25" November - No Game

FRINTON AND WALTON FOOTBALL CLUB
As there is no longer an Under 15’s Football Club in Great Bentley | would like to offer those players
who wish to, a chance to play for Frinton and Walton Football Club please to contact me on email:
chrisbyland@gmail.com for information.

Chris Byland - Frinton and Walton Under 15’'s Manage r
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2007-08

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE PREMIER DIVIS ION RESULTS AND FIXTURES

Sat 29 Sept H University of Essex 1-2 K. Young

Sat 13 Oct A Kirby Athletic 6-1 K. Young, S. Young, S. Oldhamstead 1 o.g., J. Smith, S. Spires,
Friendly

Sat 20 Oct H Team Bury 1-5 D. Gray

Thurs 25 Oct A Harwich & Parkeston Res Harwich Intermediate Charity Cup, Rd 1 @
Sat 27 Oct A Walton Town

Sat 3 Nov H Little Oakley

Sat 10 Nov H Basildon United Res Essex Premier Cup, Rd 1

Sat 17 Nov H Coggeshall Town

Sat 24 Nov A Dedham Old Boys

Sat 1 Dec H Earls Colne

RESERVE TEAM BORDER LEAGUE PREMIER RESERVE DIVISION :-

Sat 29 Sept A West Bergholt Res A-A 31 minutes, player injury

Sat 6 Oct H West Bergholt Res 3-1 A Neilson, T. O'Hara, J. Smith, Tommy Thompson Cup, Rd 1
Sat 13 Oct H Weeley Athletic Res 2-4  N. French, T. O'Hara

Sat 27 Oct H Mistley United Res

Sat 3 Nov A Coggeshall Town Res Essex Junior Cup, Rd 1

Sat 10 Nov A West Bergholt Res

Sat 17 Nov A Coggeshall Town Res

Sat 1 Dec A Earls Colne Res

A TEAM COLCHESTER & EAST ESSEX LEAGUE DIVISION THRE E:

Sat 29 Sept A University 3rd XI 1-0 R. Seward, Amos Cup, Rd 2

Sat 13 Oct H Beacon Hill Rovers A 1-1 S.Cardy

Sat 20 Oct A New Field 5-3  S. Tesfaldet 2, J. Coles, 2, M. Donegan, Amos Cup, Rd 3
Sat 27 Oct H Brightlingsea Regent A

Sat 3 Nov H St Ives Essex Junior Trophy Rd 1

Sat 10 Nov H Tollesbury Amos Cup Quarter-Final

Sat 10 Nov H Sudbury Athletic Res

Sat 24 Nov H Wormingford Ws Res

Sat 1 Dec H Bradfield Rovers Res

PROJECT BENTICA. Further progress was made with the new changing-room scheme following the latest meeting with
the Football Foundation. Our fund-raising efforts have passed the £15,000 mark, but we still need another £10,000 to
reach our goal. We have other grant applications in the pipeline, which will, hopefully, raise a considerable amount
towards that figure, and we are confident of reaching our target through further events and pledges.

A BRICK IN THE WALL. We are inviting players, new and old, and supporters to sponsor a brick in the wall of the new
building. Each brick costs £10, and individuals or groups and businesses can sponsor one or more bricks. A board,
inscribed with every sponsor’s name, will be hung in the new building. We are most grateful to the relatives of Raymond
Purdy, who have donated Ray’'s Draw prize money to this new initiative. Anyone wishing to sponsor a brick can contact
Doug Laithwaite on 01255 830240 or Tim Tricker on 250145. Thanks for your support.

Don't forget the CHRISTMAS DANCE on Saturday 1st December in the Village Hall. Admission £5. There will be a
Karaoke competition on the night, so come and test your lungs.

SEPTEMBER DRAW WINNERS: B. King £50, R. Purdy £25, G. Cox £20. Next draw 27 October.

SILVER SUPREME MAJORETTES

This new and exciting majorette troupe has started up in Great Bentley. Both girls and boys are welcome to join. There
are 3 sections; Tinies aged 5to 8

Juniors aged 9 to 13 and last but by no means least Seniors from 14 and over. Training takes place on Sunday
afternoons from 2.00pm till 6.00pm at the village hall. All of the adults running the troupe have had
police checks, and there is also a trained first aider on board.

It is hoped to take part in carnivals and fetes both locally and in surrounding areas. The aim
of the troupe is to have fun and to give all members a sense of pride.

The troupe is in the process of contacting local businesses for help with sponsorship or
donations to purchase equipment and uniforms.

If you are interested in joining the troupe or helping with sponsorship please contact
Jacqui on 07917156969.
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Thurs 1st PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Thurs 1st MOTHERS’ UNION, Quiet Morning Thorrington Church, 10am
Fro 2nd ROYAL BRITISH LEGION AGM, Football Club, 7.30pm
Sat 3rd ST ANDREW’'S SCHOOL Fireworks, see p. 9

Sun 4th SHOE BOXES COMPLETED, See p. 6

Tues 6th W.I. Village Hall, 8pm, see p. 23

Wed 7th BENTLEY BEARS, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church

Wed 7th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside the Plough, 9-10am
Thurs 8th HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23

Friday 9th CRICKET AGM, Pavilion, 8pm

Sat  10th AUTUMN FAYRE, Methodist Church 10am

Sat 10th ART CLUB Trip to London see p. 6

Sun 11th REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, St Mary's Church 10am,
followed by 10.45pm at the War Memorial
Mon 12th MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Tues 13th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN1pm-3pm

Tues 13th ART CLUB, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Sat 17th SCOUT OPEN DAY, See detalils, p. 27

Tues 20th GARDENING CLUB, 8pm, Village Hall, p. 23

Wed 21st FRIENDS OF THE GREEN AGM, Vestry Room, 7.30pm
Wed 21st BENTLEY SHOW AGM, Vestry Room, 8.00pm

Wed 21st MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside the Plough, 9-10am

Wed 21st RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN,4-6pm

Wed 21st ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST , Beaumont Village Hall, p. 23
Thurs 22nd BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET , P. 9

Fri.  23rd MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am

Sat 24th COLLECT RUBBISH, Special Essex Roadside vergegp, 6
Sat 24th YOUTH FOOTBALL FAMILY CHRISTMAS NIGHT, p. 33
Tues 27th ART CLUB, 7.30pm, Village Hall

Wed 28th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm, p. 23
Wed 28th CHRISTINE WALKDEN, Brightlingsea Garden Club, p. 15
Fri.  30th RESOURCE CENTRE OPEN,12-2pm

Forthcoming Events
Sat 8/Sun 9 December St Mary’s Church Christmas Fesgval, p. 7

Sat 8th Pre-School Christmas Fayre, p. 28



