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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, 
nor the Editor take responsibility for the information given or 
views expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any 
culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2007 

EDITORIAL 

 

FRONT COVER  
 

Members of the Great Bentley Youth 
 Football Club, training on The Green.  

 See articles on Page 27 and 33. 
 

Thank you to Sue French for the  
front cover photograph 

 
 

 

I start this month’s editorial with a plea for help.  A young black 
Labrador has gone missing from Aingers Green and if you have 
any information please would you give me a call on 250524. 
 
Last month our front cover featured the youngsters from our 
village pre-school and this month members of the Great Bentley 
Youth Football Club practising on the green.  They are the future 
of the club and it would appear that there is no shortage of talent 
or enthusiasm.  We have lots of football news this month and in 
July they will be seeking our support when fund rai sing 
continues in earnest…..see pages 27 and 34.  Football reports 
on pages 33 and 34. 
 
After the District Council elections we say thank you to Robert 
Taylor for his years of service representing our village on 
Tendring District Council and welcome to Lynda McWilliams.  
There are two vacancies on our Parish Council and if you feel 
that you could fill this role see article on page 30. 
 
There are lots of events taking place during June in our village 
and also the massive Garden Show at Little Bentley.  This is only 
held every three years and promises to be hugely successful. 
 
Thank you for all of the articles submitted this month.  We are 
especially delighted to receive copy regarding village life or any 
interests you the readers may have.  We try hard to publish a 
broad spectrum of text to interest people of all ages so do 
consider putting pen to paper (or finger to keyboard), as we 
would love to hear from you .  Also if you could spare an hour or 
two to help with collating the magazine a warm welcome awaits 
you in the Vestry Room on Friday 29th June at 9.00am. 
 
Despite living in a Conservation area with  preservation orders in 
force on many trees, you will see from the a letter on page 20 
that one famous tree has been felled.  Can you help to solve the 
mystery as to why this was deemed necessary?  Will Fir Tree 
Corner now be re-named “Fir Treeless Corner” or can a 
replacement be planted? I do have a lovely picture taken before 
the chain saws arrived but the cover had been printed a week or 
so before. 
 
Enjoy the summer, 
 
Mary Maskell  
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DEADLINE FOR THE JULY  2007  MAGAZINE 

Friday  15th June  2007    

ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524 

Please mark all material  - “Parish Magazine” 

EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED 

e-mail:  carole@pncallington.co.uk 
 

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  www.g reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

 
David’s Deliberations.   

 

Why Worry? 
 
My wife Gill will tell you that I am the worst worrier going. I don’t think I mean to worry but it just seems to 
happen. Our holiday recently across to the USA gave me great cause to worry. Will our cases arrive at the right 
destination? Will the flights be on time so as not to miss the connections? You know what I mean. I even dream 
some of my worries. I think I went through every scenario of our flight home in my dreams at least two nights 
before we flew home….. 
 
Others seem to drift along without a care in the world. 
 
There are several books on the subject of worry. ‘How to stop worrying and start living; How to kick the worry-
habit; Spiritual vitamins for worriers; How to trust more and worry less; How to cope when you’re as worried as a 
long- tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs. Worry is like a rocking chair – it’s something to do, but it won’t get 
you anywhere!  Stop stewing and start cooking.’ 
 
The Bible says, “ Do not worry about life, what you will eat or drink or about your body what you will wear….” 
Wait a minute, you can’t go around naked and expect others to feed you etc…. don’t we have responsibilities? 
 
James Moore in his book ‘’If you’re going the wrong way turn around” says, ‘The truth is we can’t stop worrying 
because God has put within us (for our own good) a certain amount of worry, energy or anxiety energy. We all 
have worry energy naturally within us. So, the question is not will we worry.  We will! We can count on that. The 
question is, how do we use our worry energy creatively? 
 
He goes on to suggest,  to worry creatively means to let our worries work for us rather than against us, to let our 
worries move us to action’. 
 
Planning for tomorrow is time well spent; worrying about tomorrow is time wasted. Sometimes it is difficult to split 
the difference. 
 
When worry comes knocking at your door, stop it on the porch; otherwise it will move in and take up residence. 
Let us use our creative worry energy for the important things in life, we might start to enjoy it. 
 
Pastor David  
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 

SEEKERS  
Every Monday during term time -  
   Church Vestry Room  3.30 - 4.30pm 
BELL RINGING PRACTICE -   
Every Monday - 7.30pm 
CHOIR PRACTICE  -  Every Thursday 7.30pm 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  - 1st and 3rd Sunday during term 
    time  9.30am - 10.30am 
 
 
Sat 2nd  2.00pm Wedding   

SUN 3RD   TRINITY SUNDAY 

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday  
    School. 
  3.00pm Public Baptism 
Mon 4th 7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at  
    Windsor, Clacton Road,   
    Thorrington. 
Wed. 6th 10.00am Holy Communion 
  2.15pm Bentley Bears 
Thur 7th 1.45pm Mothers Union in the Vestry  
    Room 
 
SUN. 10TH   TRINITY  1 

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist 
Wed. 13th     10.00am Holy Communion 
Sat 16th  All Day Diocesan Synod at Billericay 
  1.00pm Wedding 
 
SUN. 17TH    TRINITY 2 - FATHER’S DAY 

  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 
Wed. 20th     10.00am Holy Communion. 
 
SUN 24TH  TRINITY 3 – JOHN THE BAPTIST 

  8.00am Holy Communion by extension 
  9.30am All Age Word & Worship Service 
Wed 27th 10.00am Morning Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us during June.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
June 3rd   Pastor David Bavister 

June 10th   Debbie Dargan 

June 17th   Rev Ray Thompson 

June 24th  Maimie Beach 

 
EVENTS IN JUNE 
 
Luncheon Club 12th & 26th June 
 
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club  
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda.  
Come and see if you enjoy the meal and company  
before you commit yourself to coming each time.  
Transport can be arranged to help those unable to  
get to the Methodist Church. 
 
Outing  
Our barbeque and outing this year is to the Little 
Bentley Water Gardens on the 3rd June. Ask the 
Stewards for more details. 
 
Flower Festival This will take place on the 7th and 8th 
July. See Jackie Kilby for more details 
 
Each week the following events are held at our 
Church ring these numbers for more information 
 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
 
Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in 
school year 3 and older.  



SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 
 

Sunday 3rd June - Trinity Sunday 

Sidespersons - Myrtle Clayton &  
    Zonia Wood 
Intercessions - Maida Brown 
 
 
Sunday 10th June - Trinity 1 

Sidesperson  - Janet Strutt 
 
 
Sunday 17th June - Trinity 2 

Sidespersons - Graham & Auriol Thornton 
Intercessions - Penny Metcalfe 
 
 
Sunday 24th June - Trinity 3 

Sidespersons - Wendy Smith &  
    Karen Williams 

 
 

COFFEE ROTA 
 

3rd Philip & Jean Smith 

10th Peter & Carole Allington 

17th Myrtle Clayton 

24th Bev Adams 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
 

2nd Sylvia Adams/Dreena Williamson 

9th Wendy Smith/Karen Williams 

16th Bev Adams 

23rd Pat & Peter Nunn 

30th Linda Hayes 

�
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BAPTISMS 
 27th May 
 Freya Rose Battle 

 3rd June 
 Oliver Daniel Milnes 

 

WEDDINGS 

26th May  
Adrian Smith and Ruth Ford 

2nd June 
Edward Wright and Fiona Selleck 

16th June 
Edward Windmill and Julia Fox 

              FUNERAL 
  15th May  
  Pieterdina Jansma  

 

CONFIRMATIONS  

13th May Ben and Angela Wright:   
  Holly Hughes 
  Jackie Thimbleby 
 

4 

MOTHERS’ UNION  
 

Many thanks to everyone who helped make the Deanery 
Festival and Commissioning Service such a happy time.  I 
have had several cards of appreciation from other branch 
members in the deanery. 
 Another very enjoyable time was our visit to Audley 
End; the tour of the house was excellent and our thanks go to 
our two drivers for the transport. 
 We now look forward to Brenda Russell coming to 
speak about ‘Faith in action in the family’ in the Vestry Room 
on Thursday 7th June at 1.45pm.  I am sure we will enjoy the 
talk.  Wendy King and I will be travelling up to Liverpool for the 
Annual Meeting which begins with a service in the Cathedral 
on the evening of 20th June - the meeting itself to be held 
there the following day.  This event is a gathering of friends 
from all parts of the UK and overseas and is always an 
inspiring time.  Please pray for Rosemary Kempsall our World 
Wide President as she chairs the meeting for the first time.  
This means that I shall not be in Great Bentley Church on the 
day that prayers will be offered for M.U. but shall think of all 
our members on that day. 
 
Special Dates - Diocesan Festival in Chelmsford Cathedral 
10am on Monday 11th June. 
 
Bishop John and Lydia Gladwin have invited members, their 
children/grandchildren to spend the afternoon of Saturday 
23rd June in their garden (with use of the pool) 
from 12.30pm - 4.30pm.  (Packed lunches to be 
taken but tea served during the afternoon).  
Please have a word if you would like to attend. 
Myrtle - 250725 
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Thank you to all those people who bought all the bits we 
were selling.  All the money is going to Wildlives in 
Thorrington.  At the end of the event we managed to 
raise £46.00.  We are hoping to do the event again in the 
first week of June.  Thank you to all. 
Rachel Hird, Fay White, Sam Wright and Abbie Gould.  
 
THANK YOU - TANDEM RIDE 
I would like to thank everyone who supported me 
(including those who came to see me off) when I 
undertook the challenge to take part in a tandem ride of 
almost 20 miles.  Having been blind for 19 years, and not 
having ridden a bike for about 40 years it seemed a very 
daunting task.  However, with several practice runs, 
gradually increasing the distance covered, all went well 
on the day.  The ride took place on 15th April and we 
covered the distance in just under 2 hours, getting back 
to the Village Hall before it became too hot.  Terry and I 
were accompanied by one other tandem, and 3 bicycles 
plus support vehicles. 
 To date, I have raised just over £750 towards the 
Lions Club project Campaign Sightfirst II to treat causes 
of preventable blindness.  I thank everyone for their great 
generosity in sponsoring me. 
John Walters 
 
THANK YOU 
A great many items which are suitable as bedding for the 
animals at the rescue centres have continued to arrive at 
the house.  Judy and I often return home to find bags 
filled with blankets, towels and curtains etc. donated 
anonymously.  All received items are sorted and divided 
then when an adequate amount has been accumulated 
we arrange to deliver them to the appropriate centre.  All 
the Rescue Centres  that we help are extremely grateful 
for your kindness and with your help we will continue our 
work.  Additional items donated in recent weeks include 
pet food, raised feeding bowls and a cat bed.  Thank you 
very much. 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, Tel: 251702. 
 

 
The dance held in the Village Hall on Saturday 12th May 
raised £584.00 for St Helena Hospice. 
 Thanks to everyone who joined us and contributed 
in any way to raising this fantastic sum.  Thanks also to 
those who helped on the night 
Frances, Helen and Kay 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 
We held a Band Concert at St Mary’s Church on 
Saturday 12th May.  All the seats were full and 
everyone enjoyed the Boxted Methodist Silver Band 
who had everyone joining in with some well known 
songs. 
 On behalf of the Branch I would like to thank 
the following: 
Everyone who donated the many raffle prizes and 
Beverley Adams, Jo Adams, Ursula Dorling, Sybil 
Luck and Rose Spake and family for all their help 
with refreshments. 
 Barry Payne for doing the raffle and all our 
hard working Branch Committee for organising the 
event - Dennis Curry, Mick Dorling, David Taylor 
and Barry Spake. 
 Thank you to all who came and helped us to 
raise £200. 
Eunice Payne - Hon Sec 

 —————— 
I would like to thank all those who have supported 
me as your District Councillor over the past 
eighteen years. I have found the role of helping 
people with their problems and representing the 
village on Tendring District Council, most fulfilling. 

As Chairman of Tendring for this year, I have 
been able to represent the District at many events 
throughout Essex. Within Tendring I have enjoyed 
meeting and supporting many local voluntary 
workers who give their time and energy to the 
community. 

So the time has passed and you have selected 
a new District Councillor. May I give Lynda 
McWilliams my best wishes for a successful time 
working for you at Tendring District Council. 

Robert Taylor 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH FAYRE 
A huge thank you to all the people who came to the 
St Mary’s Church Fayre on Saturday 19th May.  
The bells were rung to start the first class musical 
programme which included entertainment from the 
Great Bentley school choir,  The Colne school 
band, St Mary’s Church choir, Fiona Bodmer and 
Luci Metcalfe.  A record number of people attended 
and enjoyed all that was on offer in our lovely 
church and churchyard.  A special thank you to all 
the people who manned the different stalls and 
helped to set up and clear away -  without you there 
would be no Fayre. 
A sum of £1,750 was raised, so well done to all. 
Maria Pagram and Organising Committee 

A very big THANK YOU to everyone involved with the Annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning for St Helena 
Hospice. 
 It was a magnificent effort.  The helpers worked like Trojans, especially outside in the far from perfect 
weather.  The customers gave very generously.  There were some lovely plants from individuals and from the 
Nurseries, Hilltop at Weeley, St Helier at Thorrington, Deans and Shrublands of Alresford.  Beth Chatto sent a 
season ticket to her gardens and lots of people gave cakes, books, preserves and produce.  The whole thing was 
a lovely team effort and social occasion.  I thank you all very much indeed.  We raised a wonderful £680.  The 
Hospice sends grateful thanks. 
Barbara 
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FOR SALE 
 

Vauxhall Agila 2000 W 
 Red. MOT Nov 07, Cheap tax, 

 Cheap insurance (Grp 2) 
Very low mileage, ideal first car 

in excellent condition 
 

£1,800  
 

Tel: 01206 251615 
 

Indoor Rabbit/Rat/Guinea Pig/Ferret Cage 
Plastic, easy to clean, complete with hay rack, 

sleeping quarters and bottle holder. 
In good clean condition 

 
£15 No offers 

 
Tel: 01206 251615 

 
Rover 400 Towbar 

All fixings 
Ring for more details 

 
Tel: 01206 251615 

 
 
 

SPOKE ’N’ WORD TOUR DATES FOR JUNE 
 

Sat 2nd By Bicycle to Bentley Green   11.30am 
Sun 3rd  By Bicycle to Bentley Green   11.30am 
Sat 9th Thorrington Tide Mill Walk      12.15pm 
Sun 10th Thorrington Tidemill Walk       12.15pm 
Sat 16th Walking Tour         11.30am 
Sun 17th Cycle Ride          11.30am 
Sat 23rd Thorrington Tidemill Walk       12.15pm 
Sun 24th Thorrington Tidemill Walk       12.15pm 
Sat 30th Walking Tour         11.30am 
Sun 1st Cycle Ride          11.30am 
 
All events last for approximately three hours ending 
back in Wivenhoe approximately 2.30pm (3.30pm for 
the Tidemill Walk).  All participants should be of 
moderate fitness, with suitable outdoor clothes and 
footwear. 
 
Ticket prices: Thorrington Tide Mill Tours Mill  £9. 
concessions £8 
a group of four £30 
 
All other tours—£8, Concession £7, a 
group of 4 £26 
 
Bookings:  Colchester Arts Centre, 
Church St, Colchester, CN1 1NF 
01206 500 900 

FAIR TRADE PRODUCTS 
 

Great Bentley Primary School, year 5 teacher Mrs 
Caffull, has spoken to a group of children in years 
3,4,5 and 6 about Fair Trade Chocolate. She told us 
about the sad tale of how children are being taken 
away from their families and sold as slaves to work 
up to nineteen hours a day picking cocoa beans to 
make chocolate. If they are lucky they only get one 
meal a day and their finger nails become worn away. 
Please help save these poor children from slavery 
by buying more Fair Trade chocolate and other 
products.  
 
Janet Taylor has been selling Traid Craft products at 
the Methodist Church for more than 15 years and 
she is the key contact in the area of Essex. Nicky 
Justice also sells Traid Craft products at the back of 
St. Mary’s Church on a Sunday after the morning 
service. 
 
By Nicholas Hanbury yr 6 and Adam Hanbury yr 
4p.  
 
There will be a special All Age Word and 
Worship Service at St Mary’s Church, Great 
Bentley on Sunday 24th June at 9.30a.m. 
with a Fair Trade theme involving local 
children. 
 
Please come and support this event.  There will 
be an opportunity to purchase Fair Trade 
products after the service as usual 
 
 
 

BOOK CLUB  
 

Do you enjoy reading? 
 
Would anyone in the Village be interested in joining 
a book club? 
 
It can be really good fun and a good way to meet 
new people. 
 
If you are interested in setting up a book club in the 
Village please contact: 
 
Ruth Wyllie 
4 New Cut 
 
Tel: 01206 250678 
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ART EXHIBITION 
 

All Saints Church 
Brightlingsea 

 
Saturday 30th June 

Sunday 1st July 
 

10am - 5pm both days 
 

Exhibitor information can 
be obtained from 
George Hopkins 
01206 303157 

 
 

BRIGHTLINGSEA OPEN GARDENS 
AND SCARECROW FESTIVAL 

 
Saturday 23rd June 
Sunday 24th June 

 
Over 30 gardens open over the 

weekend 
with proceeds in aid of St Helena 

Hospice 
 

Refreshments available  
from 10.00 - 5.00pm each day 

 
Entry by programme costing £4.00 per adult 

which covers all gardens over the  
whole weekend 

 
Information from George Hopkins 

01206 303157 

MAC THEATRE 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

June 21st - 23rd 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is mac Theatre’s 5th 
community ‘Shakespeare in the Park’ production. 
  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a romantic comedy  

 
Tickets now on sale at 
Maldon Tourist Centre,  

Coach Lane 
 

Maldon 01621 856503 
All performances at 7.30pm,  
tickets £6/£4 Concessions 

 

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS 
 

We will be holding our 
 

AGM  
 

on Monday 25th June 
in the Vestry Room 

at 7.30pm. 
 

Everybody is welcome 
 
 

GREAT BENTLEY  
GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

 
Our AGM will take place on 

Monday 11th June 
in the Village Hall 

at 8.00pm 
 

Everybody is welcome 
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LITTLE BENTLEY WATERWAYS & 
GARDEN SHOW 

Off A133 North of Colchester 

2nd/ 3rd June  

Little Bentley Hall, home of Christopher and Virginia 
Palmer-Tomkinson will again open its gates after a 3 
year break for the biggest Charity Garden Event in 
June.  When Little Bentley Hall last opened in 2004 
over 12,000 visitors took the opportunity to visit and 
over £60,000 was raised for local Charities. 
 
The Show will feature 10 Chelsea Style Show Gardens, 
a Schools ‘Grub in a Tub’ Competition.  There will also 
be a Fine Art Show and Sworders of Sudbury will be on 
hand to run an Antiques Roadshow so bring your 
Antiques along for appraisal.  Over 100 Trade Stands 
will grace the Gardens. 
 
Little Bentley Hall gardens cover fifty acres and have 
evolved over the past twenty-five years.  Formal box 
parteere-hedging fronts the Georgian house and 
furnishes the adjacent sunken garden highlighted by a 
rivulet at which standard specimens of Magnolia 
grandiflora stand guard. 
 
The house is luxuriously furnished with a wide range of 
plants, the walls home to wisterias, roses et al. the west 
facing terrace to the rear of the house opens a vista to 
a two acre lake, extracted in the early days, now 
clothed with alders,many dogwoods, viburnums and the 
Dawn Redwood.  A canal system encircles two islands, 
which abound with numerous rhododendron species 
and eucryphias.  While on the adjacent waterways 
massed colonies of candelabra primulas followed by 
astilbes and later hydrangeas provide a colour 
spectacle. 
 
BBC Essex’s Down to Earth programme will be 
roadcast live from the Gardens on Saturday lunchtime. 
 
There will be lots of Hot and Cold food available and 
Afternoon Teas will be served.  No picnics please. 
 
Little Bentley Show will be held on Saturday 2nd 
and Sunday 3rd June from 10am till 6pm and entry 
is £6 with children free.  For more details visit 
www.littlebentley.net or Tel: 01206 251790. 
 
The proceeds of the Little Bentley Waterways Garden 
Show are going to charity, principally Canine 
Companions which are dogs trained to assist disabled 
people.  Other funds are to support local charities.  We 
need home made cakes for the tea/cake stand.  If 
anyone would be prepared to bake a cake for the event, 
it would be much appreciated.  No fresh cream, but 
anything else would be great. 
 
Please contact Ros Tovell on 01206 251492 or email 
ros.tovell@btinternet.com 
 
 

THE GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 
Saturday 1st September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It goes without saying, so forgive me for saying it, 
the Great Bentley Show is something special. The 
village is rather special. The Green is very special. I 
have known these simple facts for some time but a 
little silver surfing  on the internet was the ultimate 
confirmation. Feed your Google with Great Bentley 
Show or Great Bentley Green and you will get well 
over a million items. Of course many items use 
Bentley or Green in a completely different context. 
There are an awful lot of references to Bentley Cars 
and no one  would dispute that they are special. A 
reference to “Bentley Green” an American rap 
singer, age six years, with his own web site and  a 
number of  tracks might  give you cause to doubt, 
but I think you may well remember a young boy, 
aged six or seven, called  Stevie Wonder making 
records and he certainly turned out to be rather 
special!  Another item refers to Linda’s local 
landslide victory in the recent elections!  There is an 
archive entry about damage by motor cars to the 
football pitch and many more items  on vandalism on 
and around the Green. However to me the standout 
item is the reference to the Victoria and Albert 
Museum  and the 1940 watercolour by  Walter 
Bayes  - Cricket Match on Great Bentley Green. That 
is very special 
 It is rather wonderful to look at the corner of 
the Green and the Church in that picture and realise 
that very little has changed it is still all rather special. 
The Great Bentley Show on 1st September  will be a 
special day, make you sure you have it in your diary! 
 
Ben Harris. 
Hon. Press Officer 
 

 
FLAG RAISING - JUNE  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 2nd June  
Coronation Day - Union Flag 

Saturday 9th June  
HM The Queen Official Birthday - Union Flag 

Sunday 10th June  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Birthday - Union Flag 
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
LOWER PARK ROAD 

 
THURSDAY  28th June 

9.00am - 1.00pm 

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
HOPPER BUS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
COST £5.50 RETURN 

 
Village Hall   9.37 11.57 15.17 
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38 
 
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55 
Village Hall   10.38 13.58 16.18 
 
If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County 
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but 
please state this when you book your place. 
 
Please ring 01255 436 962 
 
 

 
MOBILE POLICE UNIT 

 
Wednesday    6th June 
Wednesday 20th June 

 
9.00am to 10.00am 

Outside the Plough Inn 
 

GREAT BENTLEY 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

 
Wednesday 

13thJune 

Village Hall 

2.00pm - 4.00pm 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
 

Please note as from the 2nd July 
the  

Mobile Library will be  
every fortnight 

BRIGHTLINGSEA POLICE STATION 
Station Road, Brightlingsea 

OPENING TIMES 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  
Friday and Saturday 

9am - 12.45pm. 
Closed on Sundays 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOOD DONORS  
 

Mon 4th June  
 

Brightlingsea Community Centre 
14.00 - 16.00:  17.00 - 19.15: 
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB 
 
 
The spring marathon season is now in full swing, and although ‘London’ grabs most of the local attention, there 
are plenty of other marathons.  Undaunted by her London rejection, Becky McCorquodale had an excellent run 
at the Shakespeare Marathon in Stratford-on-Avon finishing her first ever marathon in 3h39min38sec, (a time 
that gives her guaranteed entry to the London Marathon next year).  Venturing further afield, Mick Ruth, Paul 
Blackwell and Andy Owen enjoyed their visit to Poland for the Krakow Marathon.    

 Our 15 ‘London’ runners found it tough in the heat, but they all finished in creditable times with tales to 
tell of celebrity encounters on the course – Matt Dawson, Gordon Ramsey, Nell McAndrew to name but a few.  
Keith Scrivener clocked up his 84th marathon at London and will be running his 85th at Salzburg on the 13th of 
May. 
 The Harwich 5K series is the perfect antidote to the long winter slog of marathon training, and the first 
round of this popular handicap series was held on Tuesday, 26th April.  Great Bentley was well represented 
with 10 runners turning out, and it proved to be a successful evening with Bentley runners Karen Dawson, 
Kevin Cox and Stuart Baggs finishing first, second and third respectively. 
 Races come thick and fast at this time of year, and Great Bentley vests have been to the fore with 
Cherie Hipkins running well at ‘Nicola’s 5’ on Canvey Island, and the ‘Hastingwood 10K’ in the North Weald.  
All three Great Bentley runners at the ‘Breckland 10K’ (Tom Clayton, Gary Eldred and Nicky Brown) finished in 
personal best times, and Ladies’ Captain Nicky improved her PB again at the ‘Langtoft 10K’ with Chairman and 
Men’s Captain Clive Jones finishing 21st in an excellent time of 39min38sec. 
 The Friday Night 5 series is one of the highlights of the summer season, and this year the series starts 
on Friday 1st June at Bury St Edmunds, continuing on the 8th June at Ipswich, 15th June at Kirton, 22nd June at 
Stowmarket and finishing at Great Bentley on Friday 13th July.   
 There is still plenty of time to train for the Great Bentley Friday night run, so if you would like to know 
more, please come and see us at 7.15pm on a Wednesday night at Great Bentley Village Hall, visit our web-
site, www.gbrc.org.uk, or contact one of the following: 
 

 
Tom Geddes 
Secretary 
GBRC 

Chairman  Secretary  
Clive Jones Tom Geddes 

tel:  01206 252331 tel:  01206 392226 

email: clive400@btinternet.com email: tom.geddes@btinternet.com 

 

POST OFFICE NEWS 
 

Just a reminder to let you know that we are now a Euro on-demand office.  You can get your euros instantly in 
one visit so it’s ideal for last minute or short breaks.  We offer competitive exchange rates and 0% commission.  
We are no longer able to accept cheques for any foreign exchange transactions but you can pay for your 
currency in cash or by debit or credit cards (although your card company may make a charge for this).  You will 
need to bring your Passport or driving licence if you are paying by card. 
 
From May there have been changes with regard to passport applications.  Adults applying for a first passport 
may need to attend an interview and should allow six weeks for their passport to be issued.  Customers are 
strongly advised not to book any travel arrangements until in receipt of a new passport. 
 
We do a checking service for all applications, first time and renewals, at a cost of £7 per passport.  
Straightforward renewals have a target turnaround for applications submitted via Post Office Ltd of two weeks 
excluding bank and public holidays.  However this service is not guaranteed and turnaround times may exceed 
2 weeks during periods of peak demand. 
 
Post Office Ltd will check your passport photographs for obvious errors but does not 
guarantee that the photographs will be accepted by the Passport Office. 
 
Ray and Julie 



11 

 

TAI CHI 
 
Hi Everyone – this month I thought I would tell you about a few things coming up for the 
summer. 
 At the Studio there will be more 10-week beginner courses starting around the end of 
June – I have yet to sort out exact dates but please look out for the notices. Also during the 
summer I will be conducting some workshops to introduce people to Tai Chi – these will be all 
day seminars and lunch will be provided (some say the lunch is better than the seminar!!!). 
Also if you would like to hire the studio to run a class or workshop (for example yoga, pilates 
or aerobics) please call for details. 
 Also over the weekend of June 15th 16th and 17th there will be a Tai Chi camp held in Ardleigh. This camp 
has been run by Ruth Anderson for several years now and apart from Tai Chi there are many other workshops and 
demonstrations – Chi Kung, Silat, Dragon and Tiger Chi Kung, Hsing I and Da Lu. You can also take part in Belly 
Dancing, Yoga, meditation and African drumming classes as well as learning more about crystal healing, 
aromatherapy and herbalism. Stalls include Shiatsu, Egyptian mythology, Indian head massage and lavender 
products from a local organic lavender farm. 
 The campsite is well equipped with showers and toilets and a café to provide tea and meals. 
 
For more information on the Tai Chi Camp visit Ruth’s website www.taichinights.co.uk 
 
Well that’s it from me and I hope you all have a good summer. 
Dave 
 
You can contact Dave at the studio on 01206-255007 or mobile 07734-982438  
or e-mail daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk 

GREEN ISLAND 
GARDENS AND NURSERY  

 
Visit this series of beautiful gardens, created in 20 
acres of woodland following the havoc wrought by the 
great storm of 1987.  The nursery offers many unusual 
perennials, with grasses, alpines, bulbs and shrubs 
available. 
 
· Home made teas available on Sundays and 

Bank Holidays 
· Garden design and photography exhibition 
· Guided tours and group bookings available 
· Suitable for wheelchair access 
 
Open dates and times 
Sundays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Bank Holidays 
Mondays.  10am - 5pm 
March 1st - October 12th 
2nd Sundays in February and November 
 
Adults £3.00 Children £1.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ST HELIER NURSERY 

St Helier, Church Road, Thorrington 
Jenny & Colin Dewell 

 
Last day of this season - Saturday 23rd June 

BRIGHTLINGSEA - POINT CLEAR 
EAST MERSEA FOOT FERRY  TIMETABLE 

 
April - July 18 Weekends & Bank Holidays -  
   Normal service 
   Weekdays Dial a Ferry 
Daily operating times 
10.00-12.30 (12.30-1300 No service) 1300-1730 

Brightlingsea - Point Clear - Brightlingsea (3 mins)  
On demand except during the following times: 
11-11.30: 1230-1300: 1330-1400: 1600-1630 

B’Sea - E. Mersea - B’Sea (approx 9 mins) 
Dep: B’Sea  1100, 1330, 1600 
Dep: E. Mersea 1115, 1345, 1615 
Adults:  £1.00 each way;  Children: 50p each way 
Senior Citizens: 75p each way:  
Cycles/dogs 50p each way 
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Sunday 8th July 

From 12 noon 

at 
White Lodge, The Green 

Tickets £10 each 

(children under 16 - £3) 

Available from 

Luke Berriman - 250474 
Graham Thornton - 250777 

Proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Church 
& the charity Hope & Homes for children 
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          Surgery News 
 
It’s an ideal time to stop smoking – if you are one of that dwindling band of addicts who still 
do. Not only is there now more help available than ever before for anyone who wants to kick 
the habit, but from July 1st it will be illegal to smoke in enclosed public places. You won’t be 
allowed to smoke in your office, or in places like restaurants, clubs or pubs. 
 
Imagine next winter having to stand outside your work-place on cold, wet, windy days just for 
the pleasure of filling your lungs with tar and a host of other poisonous substances. No more 
“staff smoking” rooms – they will be illegal. Also, can you really face leaving your friends 
enjoying the comforts of a decent restaurant while you snatch a quick fag, have a cough 
then sneak back in damp, half-frozen, hair in a mess and stinking of smoke? I’m an ex-
smoker and I know stopping is difficult, but everyone needs to draw the line somewhere. 

I can’t help feeling that slapping on nicotine patches for a few weeks and battling through the withdrawal 
symptoms is a small price to pay for getting rid of a habit that will cost you a fortune and almost certainly kill you 
early or at the very least, leave you with a crippling chronic disease. 
 To help you, we now have regular “stop-smoking” clinics here at the surgery. Patches and chewing gum 
are available on prescription, making them much cheaper than they used to be. All sorts of counselling services 
and support groups seem to be springing up to help smokers these days, so you would never need to feel alone 
or isolated as you take back control of your life and lungs. 
 Think about it, then ring and book that all-important first session with our smoking cessation adviser. It 
could be the start of a new you. 
 
On the prescription front, we’ve had a bit of an odd problem recently with people turning up to collect orders that 
they believe they have sent by fax, only to find that we haven’t actually received them. The cause has generally 
turned out to be that they have put their request form the wrong way up in their fax machine. All we then receive 
is a blank sheet, or at best a copy of the wording on the back of the request form. Occasionally, the situation is 
rescued by a remitting fax number being stamped on the blank sheet, however there is usually no hint as to 
whom it belongs. Frustration all round! 
 So, if you want to send prescription requests by fax – and we welcome them on 01206 252496 – please 
check your user’s manual first to avoid disappointment and a wasted trip. 
 Incidentally, we will shortly be able to receive requests for prescriptions via the internet, but more about 
that soon, hopefully next month. 
 I find I now have every sympathy with people who have moaned to me in the past about having to deal 
with VAT. I always used to think that they were making a terrific fuss about not very much. However, here at the 
surgery, we have just finished our first year of VAT registration and I HATE IT! It’s loads more work for absolutely 
no benefit. It confuses everyone, because we are what is called “partially exempt”, which means that we have to 
consider every amount of money that we pay out or take in, decide if it is subject to the dreaded VAT or not, and 
if so, whether we have to account to HM Customs and Revenue for it. 
 I’m afraid it’s had a knock-on effect for patients as well. We now have to add VAT to all sorts of non-NHS 
service charges, which makes them more expensive. So, if you notice that some of our charges have jumped, 
please don’t hold it against us – it’s all the government’s fault. 
 Finally this month, I’ve read today that a good long walk in the country is a far better treatment for 
depression than taking pills. After all that talk of VAT, I’m off to find my walking boots! I wonder if I could get a trip 
to the Lake District on prescription. 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager 
 

HELP 
DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS CAT?? 

 
She is black and white and the local children who she follows to school have named her “Sox” (or 
Soxina).  Sox is a friendly, thick set cat who looks well fed.  She hangs around the vicinity of Birch 
Avenue/Sycamore Place.  Is she yours?  Does anybody know who she belongs to?  If you have any 
information please call Donna - 251018. 
 
OR is Sox actually the mysterious BLACK CAT prowlin g the Great Bentley area?!!!! 
 
 

 



Pet’s 
corner 

MRSA in pets 
 
The rapid rise in the MRSA (so-called “superbug”) in 
the worldwide human population is well known and 
publicised on a daily basis in all the newspapers. 
Indeed in a recent article on the European level we 
are about the worst of 31 countries, equal in status 
to Greece with 44% of all blood born infections due 
to MRSA. Only Romania is higher with 60%. 
However, the countries that have adopted an 
aggressive approach to control by “searching and 
destroying” (i.e. screening, isolation and treatment) 
such as The Netherlands and Norway have levels of 
just 1-2%. This reflects a vast difference in attitude, 
and something that has now in this country got 
beyond the search and destroy possibilities. 
 
The problem is that such large numbers of normal 
healthy people will carry MRSA (probably a third of 
people carry the normal Staphylococcus aureus and 
possibly a third of these may be MRSA, in health 
care and possibly in veterinary healthcare 
professional there may be as much as 20-30% of 
people carrying it), mostly of the so-called 
community strains where the resistance pattern is 
nowhere near as severe as the hospital acquired 
MRSA including the recently reported PVL strains 
that also destroy white blood cells. In healthy 
individuals generally it is carried without anything 
undue being noted, however if you are immunoc-
ompromised, long-term in-patients especially 
undergoing major surgery, have catheters or 
implants or open wounds, then this can be more of 
an issue, as in hospitals. 
 
We have, over the last 2-3 years, gradually seen this 
overspill into our pets almost always from contact 
with their human owners. This again has been a 
worldwide phenomenon. We have seen it in birds, 
dogs, horses, cats, rabbits and rodents. There is 
occasional evidence of reverse transmission back to 
humans but this is very rare. As a practice, we have 
seen a few cases in cats and dogs. These have 
generally been linked to problems acquired from the 
owner, and have all been treated satisfactorily with 
normal antibiotic regimes. However, we are not 
complacent and have increased our prevention 
measures to reduce any potential spread. 
Handwashing between patients is vital, as is the use 
of alcohol handscrubs. All surgery is carried out 
wearing newly laundered scrub suits, theatre shoes, 
sterile gloves, hair nets and masks – even for cat 
spays! This includes all the theatre staff, which is a 
restricted area. All open wounds are handled with 
gloves, our keyboards have wipeable covers, we 

procedures and no longer give them for e.g. dog 
castrations and we actively swab any potential 
wound at the very beginning. Hopefully much more 
along the search and destroy policy. 
 
So if your pet unfortunately does gets infected with 
MRSA then don’t panic! Very rarely does it cause a 
major problem for your pet or for you if treated, but 
we will always refer you to your GP for guidance, 
although most seem to be of 
the opinion that as long as you 
are healthy then it will be 
thrown off in good time. It is an 
issue that the profession is 
actively addressing, but sadly, 
because of the levels of 
infection out there, I don’t think 
it will go away for a long time 
to come. 
 
MARK ALLINGTON  
B.Sc Vet Med (Hons)  
BVM & MRCVS 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

The band concert held in St Mary’s Church was quite 
successful.  The venue is excellent for band music.  
The Boxted Silver Band were in top form with a nice 
varied programme, well received by the audience.  
One small let down was that so few RBL members 
attended.  Another 30 or 40 people would have 
added to the occasion.  However a good time was 
had by all who attended and enabled the RBL to 
record a profit of around £200.  Thanks to all who 
attended and those that helped with teas etc. on the 
night. 
 
On the 30th June (Carnival Day) the local branch of 
the RBL will be present on the Green hoping to raise 
awareness of the Legion and the armed services.  
We are hoping for the cadet forces of the three 
services to be attending.  We shall have our own tent 
for information.  We have also asked the Colchester 
Garrison for a few uniformed people to support their 
recruitment area.  A few military vehicles and 
displays within the area by the visiting cadet forces.  
Do come and visit us there is no charge. 
 
Another date to note is the 25th August at the Village 
Hall - a 40s style dance featuring ‘The Sweeting 
Swing Band’.  This event is now confirmed - full 
details in future copies of the Parish Magazine. 
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A LOCAL BUILDING WE TAKE FOR GRANTED 
But Well Worth the Visit! 

 
Any silhouette of Colchester is obviously dominated by its 
own twin towers, those of “Jumbo” and the Town Hall, and 
because of their familiarity, it is easy to pass the latter and 
think of it only as an administrative centre; though its eye-
catching array of carved statues surely make that unlikely.  
The History Society’s visit there on 18th April showed that 
not only has it the striking exterior we see even from far 
off, but its interior has a splendour that makes a tour there 
very worthwhile.  It is fortunate, too, that a set-up is in 
place to ensure that groups interested may be taken on a 
tour of the building with a knowledgeable guide, as well as 
meeting the Mayor who is only too pleased to explain his 
various duties as well as displaying the regalia and 
silverware that is part of the town’s heritage and all his 
various robes. 
 In fact, while it was expected that we would meet 
the Mayor, it was a pleasant surprise to learn on arrival 
that an element of his duty is to play a full role in showing 
groups like ours around not just the mayor’s parlour but 
the whole building.  An interesting side feature, in our 
case, was that the Mayor at the time of our visit was about 
to come to the end of his year of office and his deputy and 
incumbent Mayor had not received his full training in this 
aspect of his duties.  He therefore accompanied us as 
part of his learning course, ironically, in that our appointed 
guide was Great Bentley villager, Ann Turner. 
 We also had the advantage that, as much of the 
interior has recently been redecorated and refurbished,  
we were able to see at its very best the suite of three 
adjoining rooms that comprise the Mayor’s Parlour.  Of 
note here and in the Chamber are two narrative pictures 
of Sir William Gilberd, and we were reminded proudly that 
this local scientist’s work on magnetics much preceded 
that of Edison in this field and should have conferred on 
Gilberd, instead, the title of the father of electricity. 
 Perhaps the most attractive of the rooms is the 
Council Chamber for the splendour of its décor.  Two 
magnificent stained glass windows (fortunately on this 
occasion brightly backlit by a blazing sun) dominate one 
side, one depicting the Emperor Caludius, the other a 
similar image of St Helena.  Above is a beautifully painted 
ceiling consisting of dancing female figures, once naked, 
we were told, not now repainted clothed so as to keep 
councillors’ minds firmly on Council business. 
 The Moot Hall on the floor above and the many 
statues and plaques all about add to the interest of this 
lovely building.  I finally signed the visitors’ book on behalf 
of the group, noting on the previous two pages the 
extensive but to our eyes, strange signatures of a large 
party from China; and only a page or so further back two 
visitors who had signed Elizabeth R and Philip - wonder 
who they were! 
 We thanked the Mayor and Lady Mayoress for the 
wonderfully warm reception they both gave us. We 
recommend the visit to any groups seeking an interesting 
two hours. 
 
Reg Allington 

GREAT BENTLEY - SCHOOL LIFE 
Written by Thomas Upston and Liam Olding 

 
Amongst the buckets of SATs revision that we have 
been doing in Year 6 we have still managed to squeeze 
in fun here at Great Bentley. 
 
SATs 
In Science lessons we have been learning about all 
kinds of things.  Mrs Nerg is one such topic.  She is the 
mother of life (Move, Respire, Senses, Nutrition, 
Excretion, Reproduce and Growth).  Although SATs 
revision has been quite hard we have managed to have 
fun and realise it will all be worth it in the end! 
 
MASTERMIND 
Mrs Cleaver has started so she’ll finish with Round 2 of 
Master Mind.  Well done, Rhys Howard for winning the 
Year 6 - Round 1. 
 
NEW TEACHER ABOARD 
Year 6 has a new teacher, Miss Griffith.  She is from 
Wales.  Mae hi’n wych! (She is great!)  She has been 
helping us to revise and teach us to believe that we can 
do well if we try our best!  We are looking forward to 
working with her on our Summer production, as she has 
promised that it will be a hoot! 
 
REVOLTING RECIPES 
In Literacy we have been learning how to write in 
different styles.  Our favourite style was writing a set of 
instructions in the style of a recipe.  Here is a sample of 
the Revolting Recipes. 
 

SNAKE STEW FEEDS 5 WICKED WITCHES 
 

Ingredients 
1 pint of human blood 
4 frog’s legs 
½ pint of sour milk 
10g of mushed brains 
a pinch of crushed toe nails 
handful of pigs’ hearts 
 
Equipment 
a cauldron 
a small knife 
a set of weighing scales 

 
Method 
1 Gather all your ingredients and equipment 

together.  Remember not to wash your hands 
before cooking. 

2 Firstly measure out all the ingredients 
3 Begin pouring the blood and sour milk into the 

cauldron. 
4 Gently add the frogs’ legs, one at a time.  Empty 

out the mashed brains into the stew. 
5 After that add the pigs’ hearts in then stir the stew. 
6 Lastly, add the crushed toe nails into the mixture.  

Stir the stew until boiling. 
7 Take off the heat and enjoy!! 
 
By Lily Roberts 



 16 

 
CHILDHOOD 
 

Out to play went the kids 
Banging loud on dustbin lids, 
Such noisy brats, they scare the cats, 
Yelling and running off their puppy fat. 
 
Each other they do dare 
To scare old folks, they couldn’t care. 
Let’s tease old Granny Brown, 
When she calls; “Sh”.  Shout her down! 
 
Let’s ring a door bell and run, 
The joy of youth, is such fun. 
Enjoy it now while you can, 
The coming years will quickly span. 
 
But remember, you too were once young, 
Many a door bell you have rung. 
Skipped, hopped and ran away 
Laughing, enjoying life every day. 
 
Oh the spell of youth with its puppy fat 
All gone, now in old age here I’m sat. 
No longer laughing, noisy, now wheezing maybe. 
Another, moaning old Biddy Brown of seventy three. 
 
D. Gibbs 
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GREAT BENTLEY  

ART CLUB 
 
 

36th  
ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION 

 
Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd June 

 
10.00am - 5.00pm 

 
Entry fee 50p 

 
Tombola Stall:   

Refreshments Available 

BENTLEY  
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 

 
We have a vacancy for a relief in Great Bentley to 
deliver papers and magazines when our regular staff 
are on holiday. 
 
Applicants should be reliable and accurate and be 
prepared to start at 7am seven days a week when 
required. 
 
Payment varies according to the 
number of deliveries done.  The 
position is likely to become 
permanent for the right person. 
 
If interested please phone  
Terry on 001206 791839 



17 

 

 
 

��������	
����
����
�������
�������������������� �
���������	

���	
��	���
�
���
�����������	��������� ���������	����	���

���������
����
���������
��
�	� ��
�������
�
�	
������
�����
	�����������
����
�����������������
������������
	�������
���
����	
� ������������	�����

����
���
���
����
���������������	�����
�� ������������� ��
����!	���������������
����	����������"�
�����	�����������������
��
�#
�
���$�

���%�	�
���� &�������'����
����
�	������
������(��	
�'��
������� ��)
����
����*��

�	��+	���
��,�	
����	���(��	
�'������ ������

����	������	���	
�
�
����
��

�	��������	�� �����
�����
	�
��

��
�
�	
�	����
����"�
�
������	����

�	�����
������������
������
�������� ����
��
�������������������	���	�
�)
���	�����	���� ��)�
	��������
��	������
���������

��������	��"�
�����	��������
���
����

�	���	����	����
���	�
��	� 	����

�	���
�
���
����
�
�	
���������
����	���	��� �)
���
���
��
���	���
�������������	��"�
*	����	�������
�


���������
��
	
���
����
�������� ��
��������
	���	���

	
�
���������
�	������	��
	
� ��
�
��

���	����
���	���	��	��	�������
����
���"�
�����	����������*

�-�!������.*	

����/���
���0���� �	�
���
������
��
������������%�����	���/�
������!	 �
)
���
���"�
����	����
�
����������	��	�
������	��
����	����
��
 ����������
�����
������	����������
��
���	
�	���	�� ������

����

�������

	��������
��	�	���
��(��	
�'��
���� (������	�
�������������
"�#
���
��	���
	���������)

	�������
�
��������
������	���
���
����
��
����	�� ��������
�
�������	�������
�������	���
���	���
"�
�����	�����
������
����
�
������
���
������������
	 ���

��
�	����
�
�

�������	��	��	����
����	������� ����
������������	�����

��"����
����������������
������ �
�,�-���!��	�
�� �
���
�
����������
"�
���
��
�	�������
���
������	�����
����

�
����
���� ������	���������	���	���	�������������
��
�����1�	� �
����������
	������������
�����
�����

���
�

������������ ����������������������������� !�����"!#$���"������� �%�"!��� �
&�����
�#��$�'�$$�%�������"!( #)�*+���,"����#��-.��#�����$ �)���"�&�$���#�%�!/�
�
�

�)��������!�(�� ����#���� �������(���������(��"$ � &���#&����%�!���#)$�!0�
*122+-���!�#�$���/�

��� !�����"!#$���"���



18 

Peter’s  Potterings 

18 

That’s it!  someone has swapped the calendar 
around.  May was actually a month of April showers 
and April’s sunshine was just like May.  In actual fact 
we have had quite a lot of rain in the last month and 
to date my rain gauge shows just over 1½ inches.  
This will I expect cheer up all the gardeners and 
farmers but not those who have taken early holidays.  
As I mentioned last month my early potatoes have 
continued to grow and I thought I would just see 
what they are like and lifted a couple of roots on the 
1st May.  It had to be two roots as it took that to get 
enough larger tubers for a meal for two, but I can say 
I ate my first new potatoes grown outside in the 
garden on the 1st May.  Nearer the end of the month 
yield is getting to one root provides two dinners, and 
the flavour is better than any bought in the shops. 
 I was recently up the allotment and watched 
lots of bees buzzing around a row of raspberry 
canes.  They were of course visiting the flowers and 
pollinating for the fruit to come.  What was most 
interesting is that nearly all of them were our old 
friend the bumble bee.  I say old friend because I 
have always found them to be friendly.  So what is 
the difference between a bumble bee and her distant 
cousin the honey bee.  The bumble bee is gentle 
and slow and the honey bee always seems to be in a 
great hurry buzzing about from flower to flower.  This 
fits in with the shape as the bumble bee is rounder 
and furry and the honey bee is much thinner and 
streamlined.  Like other animals there are a number 
of species, 6 types in all denoted by different strips 
of coloured bands, but to most of us they are just a 
bumble bee.  They live in colonies of just a few 
hundred as opposed to thousands in the case of a 
honey bee.  They build their home in nests on the 
ground, old bird nests, or similar habitat.  Each nest 
is used for 1 year only and near the end of the 
season specially fertilised females are produced, 
who leave the nest and find a nice cosy over 
wintering place such as under the bark of a tree of 
anywhere nice and dry where they stay until they 
emerge in Spring and produce their own nest.  The 
bees left in the old nest die over the winter from cold 
or frost.  Bumble bees are much less aggressive 
than honey bees.  Generally they will not attack 
humans, unless their life is under threat.  Don’t move 
your arms about, stand quietly and once they decide 
you are not a flower they will gently fly away. 
 
If you grow asparagus I hope you have enjoyed a 
good crop.  I think they are best with melted butter, 
but also taste good with balsamic vinegar.  Stop 
cutting the spears in mid June so that a few good 
strong shoots can mature into ferns.  This is not only 
useful for flower arranging but helps the plant to put 
goodness back into the roots ready for next year. 

Watch out for Gooseberry Sawfly caterpillars.  They 
will strip all the leaves off a plant in a couple of days.  
This leaves the berries on their own on the 
branches.  They are then easier to see and pick 
when ripe, but without leaves the plant cannot 
photosynthesise and so will not be so strong next 
year and hence a lower crop. 
 
Tip:  When picking gooseberries.  The thorns curve 
towards the tip of the plant so I place a polythene 
sheet on the ground under the branches, and 
starting at the base of one branch carefully put your 
hands together so the fingers go either side of the 
stem.  Gently pull your hands towards the tip, 
wiggling your fingers and pulling off the 
gooseberries.  Some leaves will come as well but 
these are easily sorted out afterwards.  Sorry I forgot 
to say wear a stout pair of gloves - I use thick rubber 
gloves.  To make access 
to any one branch easier 
use two garden forks and 
pin the branches either 
side back and keep them 
in place by pushing the 
prongs into the ground. 
 
PETER ALLINGTON  
 

����
Great Bentley Youth 

Club 
Methodist Hall 

Opening on the following dates: 
Thursday 21st June  

Thursday  5th and  19th July 
 

11 – 16 years old 
7-9pm 

£1 per session 
Refreshments available 

 
If you would like to volunteer to assist 

on these or other  
sessions, please contact 01206 250014 

(evenings) 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

A Century of Farming Relived 
 

A good audience was present for Dick Hayward’s 
delightful recreation of the world of farming from the 
end of the Victorian era to almost the close of the 
twentieth century.  Such a beautifully fluent journey 
through such changing times was a difficult one to 
make notes on for this article; I found myself 
listening too intently, fascinated by the worlds he 
described. 
 Dick’s family farmed the Badley Hall Farm in 
Great Bromley from 1898 when they first rented its 
near 400 acres of land and the state of the art farm 
buildings on it.  The family remained there till Dick 
himself gave up in 1982 though he still lives next 
door and loves still to be able to look over onto his 
former home. 
 Displaying the architects’ drawings, he was 
able to show this model farm originally created by 
Lord Ashburton and partially financed by Barings 
Merchant Bank.  In these circumstances it might 
have been expected that great prosperity would 
have been automatic.  Curiously, considering such a 
bank’s support, this seemingly wonderful investment 
was not to flourish as well as expected, for farming 
was already to hit a degree of depression lasting till 
1914 that put many families out of business.  It was 
when Lord Ashburton decided to dispose of his 
investment that John Hayward, until then a Devon 
man, decided to farm here. 
 The drawings showed what a fine place it was 
with its 12 stable block for working horses forming 
the very heart of the farm’s life.  Its foundations built 
on aggregate from nearby fields, it has remained so 
firm that even up to today the slates on its roof have 
not shifted.  It lacked for nothing in farming facilities. 
 In those days, with a large work force toiling 6 
till 6 every weekday and 6 till 5 on Saturday, it was in 
total contrast to the mechanised single man 
enterprises common now.  Dick’s recreation of that 
bygone era when they drove fat cattle up East Hill to 
Colchester Market was tinged with nostalgia.  But 
when he told of how, in 1909, 115 man days were 
spent merely carting pit stone to construct and repair 
roads, harsher less pleasant memories were evoked. 
 And likewise, after guaranteed prices from 
1917 to 1920 gave some respite, there came what 
was called the “Geddes axe”.  Such depression fell 
that Dick recalled sadly the harsh reality sacking of 
employees on 46 shillings a week and re-employing 
them at 28 shillings. 
 His vast array of figures to show and compare 
farm prices and the buying power of wages 
throughout the whole century was anything but dry 
mathematics; indeed they aroused much interest, 
especially from those present who had, years ago, 
worked on farms and hadn’t realised just how low 
had been their wages. 
�

Having such a wealth of experience, his comparison 
of the old, hands-on farming with the modern 
mechanised methods was an entertainment in itself; 
in particular his humorous contrast of the strenuous 
hand-picking of sugar beet of yesteryear with that of 
the massive machinery now employed.  Some 
present at the talk could recall at first hand the 
former method, but not fondly.  As someone who 
lived in a city, I just found myself spellbound by Mr 
Hayward’s vivid recreation of a whole range of 
bygone worlds.  The audience thanked him 
appropriately for a splendid evening. 

 
 

FIRST YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T. 
WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR TREE AND 

MORE’S THE POINT 
WHY DID IT HAPPEN? 

 
On Thursday 10th May 2007, we witnessed the 
death and destruction of the beautiful fir tree on the 
corner of Weeley Road and Plough Road, Aingers 
Green.  Present were Suffolk Tree Services and 
E.D.F. Energy, neither of which appeared to have a 
clue why they were performing such an evil act.  
Was it our imagination, or were they exceptionally 
fast at reducing this wonderful old landmark, to just a 
mere bump in the grass? 
 
I have spoken to many people including the owner of 
the adjacent house and no-one seems able to 
answer the question, “why has yet another 
seemingly healthy and attractive tree had to be 
destroyed?” 
 
I shall miss it greatly, as will many other tree lovers, 
not to mention the many birds, bats and owls said to 
frequent it.  Plus the many local dogs who use it as a 
scenting post. 
 
Can anyone shed any light on this appalling 
incident? 
 
Marion 
The Old Schoolhouse 
Aingers Green 



21 

6 

 



22  22 

Moroccan Inspirations 
 
For the early May Bank Holiday one of my close friends took me to Marrakech for a late birthday present. I had 
never been to North Africa before, so it was quite an experience.  
 We stayed in a Raid in the Medina: it was a gorgeous and shady, quiet retreat in the midst of the 
exciting, hot, noisy and crowded city. An unpretentious door from the street lead into various interconnecting, 
lushly planted shady tiled courtyards with free-ranging tortoises. Then tiled steps ascended to a swimming pool 
on an intermediate level and continued up on to a high terrace dripping with bougainvillea, with views over the 
roof-tops of the city (wrecked by wretched satellite dishes) to the snow-capped Atlas Mountains.  
The staff were charming, and supplied us with endless glasses of the local rosé which we sipped around the 
pool. Even the weather was just right; not too hot, but certainly warm enough to want to sit in the shade at mid-
day, (sorry, I know the weather at home was awful over the Bank Holiday). 
 Unfortunately, I saw far too many sights which shocked my sensibilities. Why, oh why, do Northern 
Europeans think that as soon as the sun shines they have ‘A God Given Right’ to walk around cities as though 
they were dressed for the beach? It is bad enough in Colchester, when a visit to the town on a hot, sunny day 
is a revolting sartorial experience, but in a Muslim country? Every Guide Book on Morocco which we looked at 
warned that men should wear long trousers and that women should have their legs and shoulders covered. 
Can’t people read? Thin strapped tops, very short shorts on women and those hideous brightly coloured cotton 
shorts (which always look like escaped underpants) on men, were all too common. I think we were spared the 
ultimate disgusting sight of a bare male torso, but I might have averted my eyes at the critical point. Such 
behaviour is disrespectful, vulgar and crass. What must the people of Marrakech think about us? I shudder to 
think.   
 Right, I shall now climb off my soap box and address the issue of food which is what this column is 
meant to be about. 
 Now I did know a little bit about Moroccan food, before I actually went there, as one of my late 
husband’s colleagues is a Moroccan and can cook a very good couscous. But, although I like it when done 
well, it is not a dish I want very often and I can’t say I was that struck on tajine or the Moroccan hors d’oeuvre 
of various cooked vegetables, which tended to be slightly overcooked for my taste and were often spiced with 
too much cumin. I couldn’t even face the famous dish of pastilla, as the combination of flaky pastry, shredded 
pigeon (or chicken), almonds, cinnamon and sugar does not sound like my cup of tea at all, and no, I didn’t 
even try Moroccan tea as I don’t like tea, mint or sugar. (Oh dear, it does make me sound very 
unadventurous). Fortunately, there were many French restaurants which were good and reasonably priced, so 
we didn’t starve. 
 However, what was wonderful, was the fresh orange juice, there were mountains of oranges all over the 
place and the juice they yielded was millions of miles away - in taste - from the so called ‘freshly squeezed’ 
cartons of orange juice which adorn our supermarket shelves. So that set me thinking about other ways to use 
oranges and I remembered a Moroccan recipe I do like, which is the refreshing Salata al-burtuqal or Orange 
Salad.  (Serves 4) 
 4 oranges, peeled; 2 grapefruit, peeled; 2 tomatoes, ½ small glass orange flower water (I couldn’t find 
any so I left it out and used orange juice instead*);  juice of ½ a lemon; 1 tbls sugar; black olives; olive oil; 
lightly toasted sesame seeds; spring onion; cinnamon. 
 Slice one of the oranges into thin rounds and reserve for decoration. Finely chop the other 3 oranges, 
the grapefruit and the tomatoes and mix all the chopped ingredients in a bowl. Sprinkle with sugar and add the 
lemon juice and orange flower water or orange juice. Then add the olives and sliced orange, sprinkle with 
ground cinnamon and leave to marinate for approx. 15 minutes. To serve, dribble over a little olive oil, and 
sprinkle with the chopped spring onion and sesame seeds. Or you could arrange the orange slices on a 
serving dish and heap all the other ingredients on top, which looks better, I think.  
 *But try the food hall at Marks Tey. 
 Another very successful salad is the combination of finely sliced oranges and fennel, dressed with olive 
oil and vinegar with a liberal sprinkling of Maldon salt and lots of freshly ground pepper and parsley. This is 
particularly good if served after something rich and fatty like roast pork or chicken roasted in an indecent 
amount of butter. 
 Finally, as the strawberry season is upon us, instead of the usual strawberries and cream, you could try 
strawberries and diced oranges mixed together and sprinkled with black pepper. I assure you the combination 
is very good. 
G.R. 
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GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

 
The AGM was held in the Village Hall on April 26th.  
There being no nominations the current officers and 
committee were returned to serve for 2007/08.  Then 
followed a most enjoyable hour with Kate Griffiths at the 
keyboard playing many old favourites to which members 
could sing-a-long. 
 
Diary of events for June 
Wed 27th June - Village Hall, 2pm.  Heather Taylor 
History of Great Bentley.  Competition:  A Doll. 
 
Friday 6th July - Coach outing to Southend.  Non 
members are welcome to join us.  Please ring Joye 
250808 if you are interested. 
 

GARDENING CLUB 
Our last meeting consisted of our Spring Show, which 
involved various selections and arrangements of spring 
flowers, plants, shrubs, vegetables and house plants.  
These were judged by an independent horticultural judge.  
Club members as usual, put a lot of effort into this show 
with a huge amount of entries.  Whilst waiting for the 
results, we had a quiz, organised by Billie, and 
refreshments. 
 Our annual Spring Plant Sale took place on 5th 
May outside the Village Hall in chilly and blustery 
weather.  However, our spirits were high and thanks to a 
lot of hard working members, with great support from our 
customers, we raised £224 for funds.  A great 
achievement!  This will go towards paying for Speakers 
for next year’s meetings. 
 Our next meeting is on Tuesday 19th June where 
we gather at the Car Park at 6pm for an outing to 
Wickham Place Farm Garden near Witham.  If you would 
like to join us, please contact Liz Harry on 250511. 
 

FUTURE OUTINGS 
 
17th July Moverons £3.50.  Meet 6.30pm in the 
    village hall car park. 
 

WE STILL HAVE A FEW SEATS REMAINING 
ON THE COACH GOING TO 

R.H.S. WISLEY 
ON  

Sunday 1st July 
Leaves Village Hall 8.00am 

Departs Wisley 4.00pm 
 

The Cost is £12.50 for non members 
and £10 if affiliated to the RHS. 

 
OPEN TO ALL 

 
If you are interested in going  

please contact 
Janette Weller 251337 

 

W.I. 
This month’s meeting was our annual Resolutions, 
where all the WIs in the country discuss and vote on 
a National concern.  This year’s campaign is ‘Calling 
for an End to the Closure of Community Hospitals’.  
After hearing that more than 120 hospitals are 
currently under ‘review’ and 20 have already closed, 
we voted unanimously to save them.  This vote from 
our own WI will be added to the votes from all over 
the country and ultimately, to the Government 
departments.  We hope they listen to our voices.  
After voting, we got down to some fun with a Beetle 
Drive, Quiz and refreshments. 
 
Our next meeting is on 5th June at 8pm in the Village 
Hall and entitled: ‘Catering the Royal Way’ a talk 
given by Mr P. Thompson who used to work at the 
Palace.  You are all very welcome to attend. 
 
 

ART CLUB  
 

Tuesday 12th June 
Painting at Thorrington Mill 

 
Tuesday 26th June 

Painting at Wivenhoe (harbour) 
 
 

 
ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Open Day and Pond-Dipping 

at Great Holland Pits 

Sunday 10th June 

11am - 4.00pm 

Children of all ages welcomed 
 
 

 
HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
Thursday 14th June 

Brian Alderman (Earls Colne Museum) 
Earls Colne in Wartime 1899-1945 

 
Village Hall, 7.30pm 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
 

 

 

 

Maureen Johnson 

 1st June 

 
Happy 70th Birthday 
to a wonderful wife 

All my love 
Colin 
XXX 

 
——————— 

 
Happy 70th Birthday Mum 

Although we are not with you 
we will be thinking of you. 

Hope you have a lovely day 

With all our love 
from 

Susan, Michael, 
Christopher, Ryan and Chelsea 

xxxxx 

—————- 

Happy Birthday 

Maureen 
Enjoy your special Day 

Lots of love 
Lesley, Doug, Paula & Carl 

Jennie and Sean 
Drew, Marcus, Aaren & Marnie 

XXXXX 
—————— 

 
Happy 70th Birthday 

to a wonderful Mum and Nana 
All our love 

Helen, Adrian,  
Nicholas and Adam 

XXX 

KEVIN KING  
 

Happy 60th Birthday 
27th June 

 
All my love as always 

Barbara 
XX 

KATHARINE EDWARDS 
Happy 18th Birthday 

on the 18th June 

Good luck with your A2’s and 
wishing you happiness always 

Lots of Love 

Mum, Dad, Matthew 
Luke and Hannah 

XXXX 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
On June 15th 

Raymond & Delma Woodward 
will celebrate 50 years 

of happy marriage, 
surrounded by their family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Raymond & Delma 

on your Golden Wedding Anniversary 
15th June 

 
All our love  

from Shirley & family 
 

Thanks for all you have done in 
our hour of need 

XXXX 
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WELCOME …. AND RELOCATION, RELOCATION, RELOCATION 
 

We have fallen badly behind on the welcoming/relocation front.  So, good luck in your new homes to the Hare 
and Justice families who have relocated to new dwellings within the parish.  Glad you are still with us.  
Farewell to the Stebbing and Buchan family as they start a new life in the South of England. 
 
We welcome new residents to Stepping Stones The Green, Bouverie St. Mary’s Road, Aingers Green and to 
Sally and Mike Hicks who have moved into The Poplars, The Green.  Special congratulations to Sally who has 
just won national acclaim for her  business “Simply Nails”, see article below.  
 
Please keep us posted if someone new has moved into the village, thanks. 
 
ED. 

                            TOP SALON OF THE YEAR 
 

We are delighted to announce that Sally Hicks owner of Simply Nails in Colchester has been nominated as  
Top Salon of the year. 
 Sally has been in the nail industry for 24 years.  Her wealth of knowledge and experience encompasses 
the full spectrum of nail technology including teaching and judging nail competitions.  She previously trained 
with us at Lena White, as well as at Creative Nail Design and Natural Glass in the US. 
 Her salon Simply Nails has been established for 10 years and prides itself in providing ladies with 
beautifully manicured hands, perfectly pedicured feet and gorgeous nails.  Not only is Sally’s salon popular 
with us at Lena White it has also been Colchester’s most successful nail salon for the last ten years.  Top 
marks for Sally! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS SALLY - ED. 

 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
SCAMS A GENERAL WARNING 

 
New scams are constantly arising, but some basic precautions are applicable to all. 
 If you haven’t entered a competition you will not win a prize, so don’t react to any notifications of your 
having done so. 
 Be wary of any incoming communication be it by letter, telephone call, personal call or email, which 
seeks confirmation of any personal information, numbers of utilities accounts, confirmation of Bank or Building 
Society details, or gives you a telephone number to call for an award or other monetary gain. 
 If you feel you need to check on these enquiries, contact your local Branch on the number of which you 
have kept a personal record, not through a number you may have just been given.  If possible call in at your 
local branch. 
 Do not allow anyone into your home if they are not expected and always ask for identification. 
Gill Burmby - Watch Co-ordinator for Tendring, Esse x Police.  Clacton 01255 221312  Ext. 16162 
 

 

CARNIVAL & FETE - Saturday 30th June 
 

Don’t forget the above date!  Anybody wanting to enter the procession please contact me for an entry form or 
give details over the phone.  12.30pm start from the Plough Road Industrial Centre. 
 
WANTED:  Crockery, books, tombola items, cakes and help with running stalls or with road stewarding the 
procession route and any time that can be spared from 7am onwards with setting up. 
 On the day we have the usual stalls, refreshments, barbecues, Punch & Judy, 
Tendring Tailwaggers (Dog Display) RBL section, 4 bands, arena displays and 
hopefully the Colchester Gladiators American football team.   
 Please support us as this is our main fundraiser for the year.  Fingers crossed for 
a sunny day - see you on the Green! 
 
Bev Adams 250724 
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CHILDREN’S VIEWS ON ANGELS  
 

 
It’s not easy to become an angel!  First, you die.  Then you go to heaven, then there’s still the 
flight training to go through.  And then you got to agree to wear those angel clothes. Matthew, 9 
 
I only know the names of two angels:  Hark and Harold. Gregory, 5 
 
Everybody’s got it all wrong.  Angels don’t wear halos anymore.  I forget why, but scientists know 
all about it now - Olive, 9 
 
Angels work for God and watch over kids when God has to go to do something else. Mitchell, 7 
 
My guardian angel helps me with maths, but he’s not much good for science. Henry, 8 
 
Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from holy cows. Scooter, 6 
 
Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up to heaven.  The basic message is where you went wrong before 
you got dead. Daniel, 7  
 
When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath and counts to ten, and when he lets out his breath, somewhere 
there’s a tornado. Regan, 5  
 
Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy.  If you lose a tooth, an angel comes in through your window and 
leaves money under your pillow.  Then when it gets cold, angels go north for winter. Sara, 6 
 
Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his son, who’s a very good carpenter. Jared, 8 
 
All angels are girls because they got to wear dresses and boys don’t go for it. Antonia, 9 
 
Some of the angels are in charge of helping heal sick animals and pets.  And if they don’t make the animals get 
better, they help the kid get over it. Vicki, 8 
 
What I don’t get about angels is why, when someone is in love, they shoot arrows at them. Sarah, 7 

 
 

GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH AND SENIOR FOOTBALL CLUBS 
 

We would like to announce the completion of the most successful season in this history of 
the club.  The senior section of the club have this season had over 60+ players signed on 
for 3 teams as well as over 24 local residents on the committee of the club.  The 1st team 
managed by David Gray has just finished its highest position in over 118 years and this is 
thanks to the dedicated work of the manager, players and committee.  It is important to note 
that no other club in the Essex and Suffolk Border league has the level of support that Great 
Bentley enjoys.  In fact at times during this season Great Bentley 1st team have had more 
spectators 100+, than the so-called senior teams such as Clacton Town, Harwich and 

Parkeston and Stanway Rovers. 
 Just over 18 months ago Great Bentley Football Club was set up and since this point has gone from 
strength to strength.  Past and present players as well as local fathers now help train and organise the club.  This 
is well managed by Chairman Scott Young and Secretary Cliff Warder.  Great Bentley Youth Football Club now 
organising training and run teams for all age ranges from year 1 to U16.   
 The two organisations joined forces in the summer of 2006 and recognised the need for new community 
facilities that could benefit everyone in Great Bentley.  The ambitious plan has involved fund raising since 
Christmas 2006 and thus far we have raised upwards of £10,000.  We need to raise £30,000 by Christmas 2007 
and therefore we really need the local communities’ support in Summer fundraising events. 
 
Wednesday 25th July Collection at the bikers rally and 28th July - Great Bentley Village walk around.  Senior, 
youth players as well as parents will be walking round the whole of Great Bentley asking for a small contribution 
towards the fundraising of the new club house.  It is clear that Great Bentley Football Club and Great Bentley 
Youth Football Club have made fantastic strides in the last few years and we are providing fantastic opportunities 
for our children to enjoy themselves and learn new skills.  Your support would be gratefully received. 
 



GREAT BENTLEY PRE-SCHOOL  
 

I would like to welcome Crystal Stanley and Juliet Pettitt to our very friendly staffing team.  
Crystal is Level 3 qualified and has had experience within a Pre-School setting and Juliet is 
Level 2 trained and was a past member of staff.  I wish them both good luck in their new 
posts and look forward to working closely with them. 
 A big thank you to the Parish News for featuring our sun flowers and children on last month’s front cover.  
The children were very excited to see themselves. 
 We are currently working very hard to improve the Pre-School profile and would like to draw your attention 
to our new notice board in the Village Hall reception area.  Lots of information is stored on there weekly, so 
please make sure you have a look to find out what we are doing. 
 Carnival is fast approaching and as always we would like some help.  Carnival is a fantastic day and the 
Pre-School earn a great deal of money, which we use to buy new toys and equipment for your children.  
Committee members and parents are busy cutting out and sewing costumes (our theme is Fruit and Vegetables) 
and I would like to express my thanks to Tasmin McCulloch for the time and help that she has given.  If you can 
help with costumes or on the day with the stall/setting up please speak to Hayley Perry on 01206 251227. 
 After half term we have been invited to use the school’s facilities.  Myself and Carrie will be joined by 10 
children, all will be attending Great Bentley Primary School in the next year, on a Tuesday afternoon from 1-3pm.  
We have use of the Library, Hall and Gym equipment, ICT suite, playground and play houses all of which will 
encourage your child to develop a healthy, independent start to school life.  This is a very exciting initative, which 
has been wholeheartedly supported by Mrs Cleaver and I thank her for her time over the past month in helping to 
prepare the necessary paperwork to begin this new project.  This will be open to all children who attend Great 
Bentley Pre-School and certain criteria will apply.  For further details please speak to myself, Carrie or a 
dedicated member of staff. 
 On Saturday 7th July we are celebrating our 20 Years Anniversary and would love everyone to come who 
has been involved in Pre-School over the years, without all of your support, help and guidance Pre-School would 
not be where it is now.  So please, please come and celebrate your achievements!.  (See advert below)  
Thank you. 
 
Allison Hunt - Pre-School Manager  
 
We at Great Bentley Pre-School Management Committee are pleased to inform everyone that Mrs Allison Hunt 
has successfully been appointed as the new Pre-School Manager.  Allison has worked within Pre-School for 
many years and will be fantastic for Pre-School with the vision, drive and dedication to move the group to a 
higher level.  Good luck Allison in creating that caring friendly and educational childcare environment we all know 
you so want. 
 
Hayley Perry - Chairlady, Great Bentley Management Committee 

 20 YEARS CELEBRATION!!  
 

GREAT BENTLEY PRE-SCHOOL 

Saturday 7th July 
 

           Top, Professional Children’s Entertainment in the afternoon 
 

£2.50 per Child 
 

Dance the night away with excellent DJ 
for all adults 

 
                                               £5.00 per adult 

(Licensed Bar) 
 

 Come and support and celebrate your local Pre-School 

Games 

 
 
BBQ 

Fun 
 

 Stalls 
 

28 
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THORRINGTON  
GOOD COMPANIONS CLUB  

 
Outings Wednesdays 

 
June 6th  Wroxham Broads 

July 4th  Chelmer River Trip 

August 1st  Somerleyton Hall 

September 5th Wickstead Park Concert 
 

 

 

 

Holiday 13th - 17th September 

Bridlington, Yorkshire 

Seafront Hotel half board 

3 outings - £250.00 
 

All pick up in Great Bentley 
 

Anyone welcome 

Ring:  251715 

  

KIAI JUDOKWAI 
  

I would like to extend an invite to all the young 
people of Great Bentley, and to any adults who 
would like a new challenge, to come along to the 
village hall on Friday evenings. Once there I, along 
with my support coaches, promise to provide a fun 
and stimulating environment in which you can learn 
Judo. As a sport it will help Co-ordination, Muscular 
Endurance, Balance, Self-Confidence, Discipline and 
Self Esteem. As a team we welcome all ages and 
abilities from 5yrs up. Since starting in March we 
have welcomed players from around Great Bentley 
as well as some from the village, but we would love 
to see more local people taking the opportunity to 
learn a new sport. You can come down in a tracksuit 
and the first lesson is free, and then it’s £2 a 
session. 
  
Mark Smith.  
British Judo Association 
Senior Coach. 
 

Could I please through the Parish Magazine, say how proud and privileged I feel I am to have been 
elected as the District Councillor for Great Bentley and to give my appreciation and grateful thanks to 
all the wonderful folks who voted, helped and supported me to achieve this amazing success. Also 
thank you so much for all the kind messages and cards that I have received 
 
Obviously, being the Councillor representing Great Bentley on Tendring District Council is the 
beginning of something very new for me and I am already enjoying the new role that I have been 
fortunate enough to be given. With the training that is provided to all new councillors due to start 
soon, I look forward to giving Great Bentley the best possible representation. 
 
Again, thank you all very much for giving me this opportunity, to represent this great village. 
 
Lynda 
 
 
Cllr. Lynda McWilliams 

Tel No 01206250732 

e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk 
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Great Bentley Parish Council  
 

Thursday 10th May was the date for the Annual Great Bentley Parish Council Meeting followed by the Annual 
Parish Meeting. 
 
Great Bentley did not hold a Parish Council Election as there were only 7 nomination papers received.  
 
Therefore Councillors for 2007-2008 are: 
 
Chairman  Cllr Jonathan Hills 

Vice Chairman Cllr Bill Herbert 

   Cllr Peter De Vaux Balbirnie 

   Cllr David Gibbon 

   Cllr Ian Morton 

   Cllr Robert Taylor 

   Cllr George Wright 

 
This means there are two vacancies for new Parish Councillors. If you are interested please contact one of the 
above for more information or attend the next Parish Council Meeting. 
 
There will no longer be ‘Councillor Surgeries’ held on the second Saturday after Parish Council Meetings each 
month due to minimal response from members of the public. 
 
The Parish Council Minutes from each meeting are posted on the Web Site. To speed this process up it is 
proposed that UNAPPROVED minutes be posted as soon as possible after the meetings on the Web Site and 
held at the Post Office. After the minutes have been approved at the next meeting, they will be held at the 
Resource Centre.  
 
The Passenger Transport Representatives Meeting was held on 9th May. Bus contracts were discussed; there 
are no foreseeable changes for Great Bentley. Buses 85 and 86 are under review - the use of these is going 
up slowly. Unfortunately a route has to be viable for a service to run. Concessionary tickets can be used on 
bus services but not on train services.  
 
Diary Dates for June  
 
Thursday   7th   7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 
 
Resource Centre opening times: 
 
Thursday  7th  12pm - 2pm               (Any other date or time to suit - 
Wednesday  20th    8am - 10am  please contact the clerk.) 
Tuesday           26th     1pm - 3pm  
 
Apart from the times above, if you need to contact me at any time please leave a message on the answer-
phone at the Resource Centre (01206 256410) or send an e-mail to clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
(both checked regularly). I will deal with your query or contact you as soon as I can. 
 
I am unavailable 11th – 15th June but Chris Finn, the Weeley Parish Council Clerk will be standing in for me. 
Contact him on 01255 679608. 
 
Mrs Karen Paradise 
Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council 
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Chairman’s Report made at the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 10th May by  
Cllr Jonathan Hills: 

 
Great Bentley Parish Council 

 
Chairman’s Report  

 
There has been a big change in the last year since your previous Chairman’s report. I will be the 3rd Chairman since this time last 
year and we have had an extremely busy year serving and responding to the needs and wishes of the village. 
 However, one of the first jobs that had to be sorted out was the management and financial reporting of the Parish Council 
which had not been properly concluded in the past. This has now been finalised, and the finances are now up-to-date, which 
looking back through the records and speaking to other Councillors is something that has not been achieved in the past for many 
years. Therefore it is with a strong financial base, and with clear reporting that we move forward. 
 As a Parish Council we also had considerable problems with the previous Clerk and it was my responsibility to deal with 
this and find a replacement. That replacement is Karen Paradise and I look forward to a more stable and professional form of 
reporting and recording in order that the Council’s business can be carried out as efficiently and in an as open way as possible. 
 
Farewells  
During the year we have said goodbye to four Councillors; George Flint, Roger Adams, Lynda McWilliams and Ted Fox. All four 
Councillors have served the Parish well and will be greatly missed. Particular note to Ted Fox who, as many of you are aware, 
has been very unwell and has had to retire due to ill health. However, I understand that he is now recovering and we wish him 
well in the future.  This of course leads to welcomes... 
 
Welcomes 
A new Councillor has been appointed during the year and this is Ian Morton, and we welcome him to the Council.  Ian has already 
helped in a most beneficial way in dealing with the issues with regard to the Green insurance and I will report more on this later.  
We are pleased to have most of the other Parish Councillors retain their seats and I look forward to another worthwhile year.  
Incidentally, we have 2 vacant seats with the departure of Ted Fox and Roger Adams and we are therefore looking for Parish 
Councillors. 
 We have a new District Councillor in Lynda McWilliams who has recently been elected.  Congratulations to Lynda and we 
look forward to a close working relationship with her and seeing her make her mark in instigating many of the positive things that 
she put forward in her campaign agenda.  She takes over from Robert Taylor who has had an outstanding year as Chairman of 
the District Council and has represented the wishes and needs of Great Bentley for 17 years.  Lynda, we welcome you and 
Robert we thank you for your services. 
 
On to the business of the Parish Council itself. 
Street Lighting 
During the year many street lights have been repaired and we hope that we have maintained these to the best of our ability and 
removed most of the worst dark spots in and around the village.  As always, if parishioners have further requests for street 
lighting we would ask you to write in to the Parish Clerk. 
 
Affordable Housing 
This time last year the Rural Housing Trust put forward an exhibition on housing at St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green. However, 
their efforts were thwarted by lack of finance from the Housing Corporation. With the support of the PC they now have the finance 
in place and we have discussed the planning application that has been submitted.  I have had discussions with the Rural Housing 
Trust on the actual design itself and have tried to put forward the wishes of the Parish in order to make the look and feel of the 
housing more rural and more in keeping with the surroundings of Great Bentley. I am pleased to say they have come a significant 
way towards this, but we must remember that affordable housing needs to remain affordable and they cannot always take on 
board all of our wishes.  However, if the application is successful, I am told that construction of these houses will be starting 
before the end of this year and that hopefully by the time of the next Annual Parish Meeting, the houses will be installed with 
people of Great Bentley who require help to get on the housing ladder. 
 
The Parish Community Resource Centre 
Over the last year the success of this Centre to my mind has been questionable. This has possibly been due to the management 
difficulties in the past. However if the centre stands any chance of success, the appointment of the new Clerk and new opening 
times that make the Centre more available will give it the best opportunity. 
 With different times of opening we hope that members of the public will be able to take greater advantage of the Centre if 
they so wish. These opening times are listed in the Parish Magazine and on the main Parish notice board outside the Post Office. 
However the cost effectiveness of the centre needs to be closely monitored over the next 6-12 months. 
 
Young People and Activities 
The play area continues to be a popular attraction for the people of the village as does the junior size goal posts that have been 
erected on the green.  The Parish Council has been particularly pleased and supportive of the youth football training in the village 
and we are all aware of the tremendous success this has been when we look at how many children are playing football over the 
weekends. This, to my mind, is to be encouraged. However, with the extra use of the green come management difficulties. These 
difficulties need to be overcome for the benefit of all, and the Parish Council is endeavouring to overcome these. 
 In addition to the football we of course have the cricket club which is expanding rapidly. I am particularly pleased to see 
the club encouraging youngsters to play the game and the PC is working closely with the club to try and improve the facilities 
available. 
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Bikers on the Green 
A meeting was held with members of the Police, Highways and Bernard Jenkin MP to discuss the problems that the Parish 
Council have with bikers using the Green. The Parish Council’s position needs to be set out clearly and I believe we did this at 
our open meeting.  I would like to take this opportunity to address some of the concerns of local people. 
 The Parish Council is not opposed to bikers per se. What we have to be opposed to is unmanaged gatherings of such 
a huge size that our insurer becomes concerned. If there is an accident on the Green, the Parish Council could be liable if they 
have not taken sufficient steps to stop the illegal activity. The problem comes of course insofar as where do you draw the line 
between the bikers, the football club, the cricket club, the fair, the village show, etc.  The bikers are potentially a problem 
because there are so many of them; it is such a widely publicised event with absolutely no control and no one person in 
charge. Generally, all the other activities that go on the Green are controlled, have their own insurance and therefore require 
little input from the Parish Council itself and are not a concern to the insurers or indeed anyone else. 
 The bikers are a significant concern because they are unmanaged. The Police recognise their liability as just to 
manage this event alone and the surrounding roads; they put forward the resources of more than 20 officers, per Wednesday 
night as well as on occasion the Police helicopter. The Parish Council don’t have these resources. 
 With the help of Councillor Morton, we have now received correspondence from the insurers saying they are satisfied 
that we do all that we can to manage the situation and therefore the Parish Council, although they discourage the bikers, will 
not be taking any further steps at this time to have them removed. A body of people have approached the Council and have 
asked that they be allowed to try and manage the bikers in a passive way and once we have full details, this will hopefully be 
brought up at the next Parish Meeting. 
 
PCSO 
You will have seen our PCSO Sarah around the village on numerous occasions. The Parish Council believes this is a positive 
aspect and that visual policing helps not only to deter crime but also offers a level of community support within the village. 
Sarah has now moved on and we welcome our new PCSO Sally Boyden. 
 

Tesco’s  
The Parish Council have had several complaints about Tesco over the last year and has tried to negotiate with the Manager of 
Tesco and indeed with the District Council itself, but to little effect. People are still stopping on double yellow lines and lorries 
are still blocking up The Cut.  District Councillor McWilliams has made a pledge within her manifesto that she will try to deal 
with this and we wish her luck on this issue and give her our full support. 
 As a Parish Council we are trying to organise a railing be put up on the pathway at the back of the kerb along the area 
of double yellow lines outside the main entrance to the shop and then around the corner towards the cash point. I believe the 
benefits could be great insofar as it will stop children running directly out of Tesco onto a busy road, and it will greatly 
discourage people parking on the double yellow lines and blocking site lines of The Cut if they then have to walk all the way 
around the barriers. Any help that Lynda can give us will be greatly appreciated. 

 
The Pond 
After a great deal of pond cleaning last year, the pond has recovered and looks relatively healthy. 
 
Surgery Parking 
A long debate was had over Surgery parking and I suggested that we re-look at a previous decision of the Parish Council to 
use double kerbs to stop people parking on the green. This previous decision was left to a tied vote as to whether this should 
continue. As your Chairman, I decided that we should not do this work and we should review it in a further 6 months. This 
review will take place in another 2 months. Various options have been discussed on how to deal with the Surgery parking 
including the cutting into the green for extra parking immediately opposite the Surgery. However, this would require the 
removal of parking elsewhere along the green and this will be open to debate once the 6 months trial comes to an end in a few 
months’ time. 
 
Fly Tipping 
This past year has seen a further increase in the amount of fly tipping. However, because our caretaker has been very prompt 
in getting things reported as well as having assistance from the general public, these things have been cleared up very 
quickly. 
 
Mineral Extraction 
The extraction plan will hopefully be with us shortly when we will hear whether sites promoted in this area will be forthcoming 
or not. 
 
Highways Verges 
The Parish Council still successfully cuts the highways verges and other areas of land for the County Council. This means that 
the verges are cut more often and at appropriate times to suit the village. 
 
License for use of  the Green for entertainment 
Following the change in the law in November 2005, the green has to be licensed if entertainment such as public performance 
of music is required. Anyone using the green for organised events must have written permission and sign up to the conditions 
the Council has to apply. 
 
This concludes my annual report. If you wish to get involved with the working of the PC please attend our monthly meeting, of 
even better put yourself forward for election. 
 
JONATHAN HILLS 
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 GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL 
 
Well the Awards Night went off very well, I think that the children all enjoyed it and as for everything else there was 
food, drink and entertainment so not bad all round.  This is the first time that we have done an end of season awards 
night so any feedback that you have (what was good and what was not so good) would be really valuable for us so that 
next time we can make it even better. As for the awards a quick run through of all the major winners for you:- 
 
Under 7s    Under 8’s    Under 9’s    Under 14’s 
Most improved—Ryan Grace    Most Improved - Callum Durrell Most Improved - Tom Finkin  Most Improved - 
Clubman - Harry Broomfield    Clubman - Scott Bevis  Goalkeeper - Luke Barry  Clubman - Jack Thompson 
Players Player - Kieran Jones    Players Player -  Callum Lee  Players Player - Dean Addison  Players Player - Mark Smith 
Parents Player - Ben Hartley    Parents Player - Callum Lee  Parents Player - Tyler Grieg  Parents  Player - Lee Kerridge 
Coaches Player - Louis Skeggs    Coahces Player - Harvey Dorling Coaches Player - Max Woodhouse Coaches Player - Lee Kerridge 
              Top Goalscorer - Matt Sage French 
 
Finally I would just like to thank a few people, Sam Dorling who did a sterling job with the food (ably assisted by Sue 
Warder and Sue Lee), the football club for doing the bar, Jody Parrish for the excellent entertainment and all the 
coaches for setting up/organisation etc. 
 Some of our Under 7’s represented us in a weekend tournament at the beginning of May.  They had an excellent 
weekend playing some great football, I was very proud of the way that they performed.  The weekend was topped off 
with a presentation by Alan Curbishley at the Princes Theatre.  We saw one team play which we needed to learn from 
although quite a number of their players were at Chelsea and West Ham’s academy – it’s unbelievable what they have 
coached 7 year olds to do! 
 We will be having a proper close season this year – I think all the coaches, players and parents alike will 
appreciate the rest.  So our final training session will be on June 2nd (Saturday) and we will return on the 4th August 
(again a Saturday).  However, in between we have our Football Festival (weekend of the 14th/15th July) and some 5 a 
sides arranged by the team coaches who’ll let you know when they are. 
 As we have more teams entering the league we need a fixture secretary – I don’t think this 
will take up much time – maybe a couple of hours a week at the most. The job will be to collate the 
kick off times for the teams and make sure that we haven’t double booked and then inform the 
league.  If you would like to get involved at the club either coaching (this could be just an additional 
pair of hands at training) or on the admin side then let me know, we need as much help as possible 
as the club grows.  I can say that we have a good laugh and it is very rewarding – any time that you 
could spare on a weekly or monthly basis would be appreciated. 
 
Thanks for reading, 
Scott– 251002 
 

GREAT BENTLEY CONSERVATIVES 
 

What a result!  I know we all congratulate Lynda McWilliams for 
achieving what she so richly deserves: a seat on Tendring 
District Council.  It will be hard work and involve some 
adjustments to life-style no doubt but Lynda is well up to the 
challenge and we wish her all the luck in the world.   
 Now we look forward to our next event in the village:  The 
Garden Party at White Oak, Zena and Stewart Went’s house in 
Thorrington Road on Sunday June 10th.  There will be a plant 
stall, a raffle, a cake stall… and we would be most grateful for 
contributions for that from any willing bakers.  The party starts 
at 3.30pm and tickets (£6) are available from Donald Walker at 
Wellers, Thorrington Rd (250172).  Priority booking for 
members of the association is now over but general booking is 
in full swing.  And you don’t have to be a voting Conservative to 
come to our events: they are open to all and you will be most 
welcome.  Zena’s garden is lovely at any time of the year but 
particularly in June so we hope that we can do it full justice with 
a really full turn-out. 
 Unless a new Prime Minister throws another Election at 
us, all should be quiet during the summer holidays.  Meanwhile 
your committee will be busy preparing for the big event of the 
year: the Barn dance at Coppice Farm in the Autumn: Saturday 
September 15th.  Make sure you’ve got the date in your diary. 
Donald Walker - Secretary 
Secretary 

GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 
Proudly present 

STRICTLY COME DANCING 
 

 
 
 
 
 

28th July 
7.00 pm - Village Hall 

 
6 members of Great Bentley Football team have  

been professionally trained to dance thanks to the 
JULIA SPENCER SCHOOL OF DANCING 

 
They are to perform a ballroom and latin dance  

accompanied by a member of the 
JULIA SPENCER SCHOOL OF DANCING 

 
YOUR VOTE DECIDES THE WINNER 

 
Tickets £10 inc. buffet 
Children under 14 free 

Programmes available on the night 
£1 each with voting slips attached 
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2006-07 
 

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE PREMIER DIVIS ION 
 

Tues 24 April A Walton Town  3-2 D. Gray, P. Woolf, S. Oldhamstead 
Sat 28 April A Alresford Colne Rang 1-1 J. Murray 
Tues 1 May H Weeley Athletic  3-3 D. Gray, J. Smith, S. Oldhamstead 
Sat 5 May H Alresford Colne Rang 2-3 S. Oldhamstead 2 
Wed 9 May H Mistley United  0-1 Harwich Intermediate Charity Cup Rd 1 
 

RESERVE TEAM BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
 

Thurs 3 May H Holland F.C.   0-2 
Tues 8 May H Dedham Old Boys Rs 1-1  J. Murray, Harwich Junior Charity Cup 
         (7-8 on pens) 
 

A TEAM COLCHESTER & EAST ESSEX LEAGUE DIVISION THRE E 
 

Mon 7 May A Real Ravensdale  1-5 M. Hesketh 
 
If Bentley had a set of targets for season 2006-07, No. 1 would have been to stay in the Premier Division, No. 
2 the reserves to consolidate in Division 2, No. 3, the newly formed A team to give a good account of 
themselves in the Colchester League and, as a bonus, the Firsts to achieve the highest league position in the 
Club’s history.  All those boxes can be ticked as Great Bentley Football Club continues its steady progression 
since the Millennium.  As a tail piece to a splendid playing season, I would like to offer my congratulations to 
the three managers, David Gray, Richie Herbert and Julian Coles, who have maximised our resources, and 
given the Club an excellent platform from which to build.  It has also been a terrific first competitive season for 
our three youth teams, see the Youth Section notes for details. 
 

PROJECT BENTICA 

Looking ahead, the Club must focus on its fund raising efforts towards the new changing rooms project.  We 
got off to a good start, and now have a number of events coming up throughout the Summer. 
 
Saturday 9 June  Coaches versus Parents.  A football match between these two teams of mixed ability will 
   Kick-off at 3pm.  The bar will be open with a BBQ outside, so come along and support your 
   favourites. 
 
Saturday 23 June Annual Dinner/Dance.  Back in the Village Hall this year, it should be a great night.  Check 
   with Graham McCormick on 250669 for availability and menu. 
 
Saturday 30 June Annual Five-a-Side Competition.  With up to twenty teams playing for the Mick Taylor  
   Memorial Trophy, this has become a popular local competition.  As ever, the clubhouse will 
   be open with hot food on sale outside.  Ring Julian Coles on 07989 830381 if you’d like to 
   enter a team. 
 
Sunday 8 July Table-Top Sale.  The adult and youth football clubs are combining to hold a Table-Top  
   Sale in the Village Hall between 10 and 12 on the Sunday morning.  There will be a whole 
   range of items on sale, with light refreshments available from the tea bar and a host of good 
   prizes in the raffle.  There will be an entry fee of 50p, and tables, at £7 each, can be  
   booked by ringing Tim Tricker on 250145. 
 
Saturday 14 July Youth Five-a-Side Tournament.  Following the success of their first 5-a-side, last year, the  
& Sun 15 July youth section will be holding a two day tournament this year.  See youth page. 
 
Saturday 28 July Strictly Come Dancing.  Based on the format of the TV series, the men’s football club has 
   had six of its members professionally trained to take part in an exhilarating evening of  
   dance competition.  This will take place in the Village Hall, doors open at 7pm.  Tickets are 
   £10, which includes a buffet, under 14’s free entry.  There will be a programme to help you 
   cast your vote on sale at £1 on the night.  Ring Julian Coles on 07989 830381 for tickets  
   and details. 
 
Other events will be published as we finalise dates.  Please help the Club’s quest for new changing rooms by 
supporting these varied entertainments.  The May Draw will be made on Saturday 26th May. 



  

 

 
  

DIARY FOR JUNE 2007 

 

Sat /Sun 2nd/3rd  LT BENTLEY WATERWAYS & GARDEN SHOW, p. 8 

2nd & 3rd ART CLUB EXHIBITION, 10-5pm, Village Hall 

Mon 4th BLOOD DONORS,  Brightlingsea, p. 9 

Tues 5th W.I. Catering the Royal Way, p. 23 

Wed 6th BENTLEY BEARS, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Wed 6th MOBILE POLICE UNIT,  Outside Plough, 9-10am 

Wed 6th THORRINGTON GOOD COMPANIONS OUTING, p. 29 

Thurs 7th MOTHERS UNION, Vestry Room, 1.45pm, see p. 4 

Thurs 7th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,  Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 8th GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL SUMMER FAYRE,  p. 7 

Sun 10th OPEN DAY & POND DIPPING, see p. 23 

Sun 10th CONSERVATIVES GARDEN PARTY, see p. 33 

Mon 11th GOOD NEIGHBOURS AGM, Village Hall, 8pm 

Tues 12th ART CLUB, Painting at Thorrington Mill 

Wed 13th FARMERS’ MARKET,  Village Hall, 2-4pm 

Thurs 14th HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Fri 15th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 19th GARDENING CLUB  OUTING, Village Hall car park, , 6pm 

Wed 20th MOBILE POLICE UNIT,  Outside Plough, 9-10am 

Thurs 21st YOUTH CLUB, see p. 18 

21st/23rd MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, Maldon, p. 7 

Fri 22nd PAMPER EVENING, Thorrington Village Hall, p. 16 

Sat 23/Sun 24 th OPEN GARDENS & SCARECROW FESTIVAL, B’Sea, p. 7 

Sun 24th ALL AGE WORD & WORSHIP SERVICE, St Mary’s Church 
  Fair Trade theme, p.6 

Mon 25th BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS AGM, Vestry Room, 7.30pm 

Tues 26th ART CLUB,  Painting at Wivenhoe Harbour 

Wed 27th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm 

Thurs 28th FARMERS’ MARKET,  Brightlingsea, 9-1pm 

Thurs 28th TENDRING RURAL SOUTH MEETING, see details p. 17 

Fri 29th MAGAZINE COLLATING,  9am Vestry Room 

Sat 30th/Sun 1st July ART EXHIBITION,  All Saints Church, Brightlingsea, p. 7 

Sat 30th CARNIVAL DAY 


