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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, 
nor the Editor take responsibility for the information given or 
views expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any 
culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2007 

EDITORIAL 

 

FRONT COVER  
Photography by an employee of 

Elan Creative Marketing see page L 
 

Great Bentley from the 
Church Tower 
See page 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed articles for this 
months magazine.  I hope you will  find that we have an 
interesting and varied range of information for our April edition. 
 
Hugh’s Surgery Notes inform us that our doctors and indeed all 
who work at the Hollies have, once again, received excellent 
results in the recent patient survey.  Well done and thank you to 
everyone concerned.  How fortunate we are to have the surgery, 
pharmacy and many associated services based here in our 
village.  Hugh does point out some very simple measures which 
patients can easily implement both for their convenience and also 
to improve the way in which the surgery operates, on page 12.  
Perhaps we can all help to improve the results for next year. 
 
Jan Turner is appealing for baby and children's clothing which will 
be transported to help those less fortunate living in Malawi (see 
page 8).  She will be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Kerrie includes some information regarding the Farmers Market.  
It is hoped that there will be “Taster Sessions” at the next event.  
Please remember that as with all village facilities, if we do not 
use them, we will definitely lose them. 
 
It is hoped to re-start a Youth Club in the village, the relevant 
information is included this month.  If you are willing to give any 
voluntary help the organisers would love to hear from you.  The 
youngsters deserve somewhere to meet on a regular basis so 
again, thank you and good luck with this venture. 
 
One thing sadly lacking in Great Bentley is low cost housing.  
This issue is being addressed by the Parish Council.  In my 
opinion, equally important is the provision of sheltered housing.  
Could the Simmons development possibly offer a solution to both 
of these problems?  That would be wonderful. 
 
You will have noticed that we often distribute leaflets, flyers etc. 
inside this magazine.  We make a charge of £30 for this, and 
obviously the money goes to St. Mary’s Church.  Please note that 
our disclaimer applies not only to our magazine articles and 
advertisers but also to the inserts. 
 
I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Easter. 
 
Mary Maskell 
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DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 2007  MAGAZINE 

Monday  16th April  2006    
ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 

250524 

Please mark all material  - “Parish Magazine” 

EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED 

e-mail:  carole@pncallington.co.uk 
 

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  

www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

 
David’s Deliberations.     

Surprise, surprise 
 

A dear friend of mine the Reverend Reg Taylor served on H.M.S. Clacton, a minesweeper, during the Second 
World War. 
 
H.M.S. Clacton’s duties were to escort convoys from England  through the Mediterranean to Malta sweeping 
for mines along the way. On a return journey from Malta the ship was torpedoed or hit a mine. The outcome 
was that the ship caught fire and started to sink. Reg helped several sailors over the side of the ship before he 
too jumped over into the sea. Reg survived whilst others perished in the watery grave. 
 
Forty years later, in the 1980’s, Reg and his wife Marjorie were on holiday at a Christian Guild Hotel. They 
were relaxing in the lounge, talking to another couple of similar age, when the conversation got around to the 
Second World War.  It came to pass that it was Reg who had put this man over the side of H.M.S. Clacton. 
 
Reg said “I thought you had died because you told me you couldn’t swim.”  To which he replied, “ I thought you 
didn’t make it either, and here you are alive.”  What a surprise after all those years. 
 
Can you imagine when the disciples saw Jesus on that first Easter day how surprised they would have been? 
“You’re alive, we thought you were dead, in fact we knew you were dead. We saw them take down your body 
from the cross and that Roman Centurion said ‘ he’s dead alright’. We saw Joseph take your body to the tomb 
and seal the entrance with that large stone. Now you are alive.” 
 
One or two couldn’t believe it. Thomas had to prove it for himself by placing his hands in Jesus’ side where the 
soldier’s spear had pierced it and see the nail marks on Jesus’ hands. 
 
This Easter, 2007 years later we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. May we have that assurance that Jesus 
is alive to day in our hearts. He might just surprise us in what he can do in your lives and mine if we let him. 
 
  HE IS ALIVE,     HALLELUJAH. 
 
Pastor David. 

CONFIRMATION 
 

If you are interested in being  
Confirmed this Spring 

Please contact the Vicar: 
 

Revd Canon Bernard Metcalfe 
The Vicarage, Moors Close 
Great Bentley, CO7 8QL 

 
Tel:  01206 250476 

or 
email: 

Bernard.metcalfe@btinternet.com 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 

 SEEKERS  
 Every Monday during term time -  
 Church Vestry Room  3.30 - 4.30pm 

 BELL RINGING PRACTICE  
 Every Monday - 7.30pm 

 CHOIR PRACTICE  
 Every Thursday 7.30pm 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL   
 1st and 3rd Sunday during term time 
 9.30am - 10.30am 
 
SUN. 1ST   PALM SUNDAY  
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist with the Procession 
    of Palm and the dramatic reading of 
    the Passion 
Mon 2nd 2.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at   
    Windsor, Clacton Road 
Tue 3rd   7.30pm Stations of the Cross 
Wed 4th   10.00am Holy Communion 
    2.15pm Bentley Bears 

THUR 5TH  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  7.00pm Solemn Sung Eucharist 

FRI 6TH  GOOD FRIDAY 
 Morning Seekers 

  2.00pm-3.00pm A Service of Meditation at   
     the Foot of the Cross 

SUN. 8TH     EASTER SUNDAY 
  7.00pm Ecumenical Easter Sunrise   
    Breakfast in the Methodist Church  
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Easter Eucharist  
Mon. 9th   3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday 
Wed. 11th   10.00am Holy Communion 

SUN 15TH  EASTER 2 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
Wed. 18th 10.00am Holy Communion 
Sat 21st  3.00pm Wedding 

SUN 22ND  EASTER 3 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Word and Worship 
Wed 25th  10.00am Holy Communion 
  2.00pm MU Deanery Festival 
Thur. 26th 7.30pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
    in the Vestry Room 

SUN 29TH  EASTER 4 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  11.00am United Benefice Service at   
    Thorrington  
 

We welcome you to worship with us during April.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
April 1 st  Rev John Robinson 

April 8 th  Rev Ray Thompson Sacrament 

April 15 th    Ourselves 

April 22 nd   Valerie Carter from Colchester 

April 29 th   Pastor David Bavister 

 

Events in April 
 
Easter Morning Celebration and Breakfast. 
Sunday 8th April 7am. We celebrate the risen Saviour  
on Easter morning sharing with friends from St Mary’s. 
 
Luncheon Club 3rd & 17th April 
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club  
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see  
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit  
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged  
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 
 
Flower Festival  
 
Please note that the dates for this are  
the 7th and 8th July and not August as shown in  
the Parish Diary. 
 
Each week the following events are held at our Church  
ring these numbers for more information 
 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 

Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 

Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  



SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 
 

Sunday 1st April - Palm Sunday 

Sidesperson  - Donald Walker 
 
Thursday 5th April - Maundy Thursday 

Sidespersons - Myrtle Clayton 
 
Sunday 8th April - Easter Day 

Sidespersons - Mike & Maida Brown 
Intercessions - Myrtle Clayton 
 
Sunday 15th April - 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - Peter & Judith Clayton 
 
Sunday 22nd April - 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - John & Jennie Moss 
Intercessions - Mike Brown 
 
Sunday 29th April - 4th Sunday of Easter 
United Service at Thorrington 
 

COFFEE ROTA 
 

1st Philip & Jean Smith 

8th Ben & Hilary Harris 

15th Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles 

22nd Bev Adams 

29th Thorrington 

 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
 

7th Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden 

14th Edna Black 

21st Penny Metcalfe 

28th Auriol Thornton 

�

��	���
���	��

	�
��
��	


��	��

����


BAPTISM 
25th March  Megan Rosie Watts 

         WEDDING 

21st April Mark David Sturley and 
  Sharon June Bowen-Davies 

         FUNERALS 
20th February Arthur Ronald William Lucas 
21st February Enid May Jones 
27th February Marjorie Isobel Taylor 
28th February Norman Charles Fuller 
6th March  Phyllis Lambert 
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MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
It was a great joy to attend Diocesan Council on 12th 
March, to meet with members from many areas and to be 
present for the commissioning of our new Diocesan 
President; Jill Evans as well as the new Chaplain.  Bishop 
John preached an inspiring sermon and was the celebrant 
at the Eucharist.  The remaining members of the executive 
will be commissioned at the Festival Service in June.  It 
would be good if a group of our members could be 
present. 
 We will not have a branch meeting this month but 
take part in Maundy Thursday services in our own 
parishes.  We have the opportunity to pray together for our 
world wide work at the service of Holy Communion at 
10am on Wednesday 18th April. 
 Our own Deanery festival will be held in our church 
here in Great Bentley on Wednesday 25th April beginning 
at 2pm.  I shall be commissioned as Deanery Chairman 
during that service; possibly also our Chaplain, Rev’d 
Hilary le Sève; Mrs Lydia Gladwin will speak.  (Help with 
providing refreshments would be welcome!)  The 
Mothering Sunday project ‘Make a Mother’s Day’ has 
already passed its hoped for result which is splendid.  The 
proceeds will pay for mosquito nets, parenting groups, 
help for grandmas supporting their orphaned 
grandchildren, women in prison, families who literally have 
nothing; (providing tools and seeds and other essential 
items) helping to prevent childbirth deaths, schemes to 
raise awareness of HIV/AIDS and literacy projects which 
change people’s lives. 
 May I wish you all a Happy and Blessed Easter. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Eileen Staffiere after 
the death of her husband. 
 
The outing to Audley End will take place on Thursday 3rd 
May, we shall look forward to a day out 
together with fellow members and friends. 
 
Myrtle Clayton - 250725 
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THANK  
YOU 

 
I would like to say a big “Thank you” to everyone for 
their kind wishes and get well cards received during 
my operation, and afterwards. 
 I wish also to say a special thank you to my 
family and close friends who have been so 
supportive.  Your kindness has been overwhelming. 
 
Joan Smith 

*   *   * 
 
Judy and I have been able to make several 
deliveries to the rescue centres with bedding for the 
animals currently in care.  Over the past few weeks 
we have taken your donated bedding and towels to 
the following:  The Colne Valley Animal Rescue at 
White Colne, The Greyhound Trust at Clarkes Farm 
in Little Totham and Clacton Animal Aid in Little 
Clacton.  Items donated by so many kind village folk 
have included blankets, towels of all sizes, old 
curtains, sheets, bedcovers, duvets, throws, sleeping 
bags.  As always these will be used exclusively to 
ensure that the animals have a clean, dry 
environment and a warm comfortable bed.  
Additional donations have included pet food, bowls, 
dog leads, toys, cat litter and a small amount of 
cash.  We will continue now to collect and already 
have a good stock in preparation for the next round 
of deliveries. 
 We are aware that some donations come to 
us following the sad loss of a family pet and our 
sympathy and understanding is extended to those 
who, at such a sad time remember the work that we 
do for the animals.  Thank you all very much. 
 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702 
 

*   *   * 
 

Hugh and Gay Culley would like to thank everyone 
who sent ‘Get Well’ cards, and enquired about 
Hugh’s progress following his recent operation.  We 
would also like to thank everyone for the prayers in 
both Churches.  The knowledge of all this love and 
support has meant a great deal to both of us. 
 Hugh was signed off from the London Chest 
Hospital on March 1st and is progressing well, and 
would like to pay tribute to the care, attention and 
skill that he has received from the NHS, starting from 
our own surgery then Colchester Hospital and the 
London Chest Hospital. 

Jean Acutt would like to pass on her sincere thanks 
to all the people who have visited her in Hospital, 
and at home and for those who have sent cards and 
flowers following her recent accident.  I would like to 
pass on my grateful thanks to Mary Beard for her 
kindness, patience and support during this time.  
Also to Jean Jones for getting me back on my feet 
again and last but not least to Dennis and Sybil for 
transporting me many times via the Good 
Neighbours scheme. 
 

*   *   * 
A massive thank you to everyone who attended the 
fun morning in February half term.  The total raised 
was £200 which we used to purchase some new 
ethnic dolls and books for the children on behalf of 
Great Bentley Pre-School and Management 
Committee. 
 
Hayley Perry - Chairlady 
 
 

NORMAN CHARLES FULLER 
3.3.29 - 11.2.07 

 
Many thanks to all the kind neighbours and friends 
within the village and beyond who offered 
condolences, sympathy and support at the sad 
passing of Norman.  He really enjoyed participating 
in village life. 
 Thanks also go to the many relatives, friends 
and ex colleagues who gave generous donations to 
Essex Air Ambulance in his memory.  Norman 
would have been delighted. 
 Jean and family would like to offer thanks to 
Eileen and May who kindly helped with 
refreshments on the 28th February.  It was much 
appreciated. 
 

*   *   * 
 
A very big thank you to all those who help publicise 
village events by displaying our notices and posters.  
Julie and Ray at the Post Office, Anne of Aingers 
Green, who sorts their notice board, the staff at 
China Palace and Tesco, the Village Hall and last 
but by no means least our friendly lads at the 
Station. 
 Did you know - did you know - that there is a 
very good community board at the Station?  It’s 
large and clear and can be seen by everyone on the 
platform and travelling by.  Do make use of it.  Tony 
and the others are only too ready to help, and we’re 
very grateful to them.  We don’t want to lose this 
facility. 
 My thanks again to everyone mentioned and 
anyone else involved. 
 
Barbara Tricker 
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THE GREAT BENTLEY 
SHOW 

 
Spring is here, it’s the time to start planting that entry 
for the show….the one you meant to do last year or 
was it the year before! No problem, this is the year to 
do it.  Join with all the other exhibitors in the many 
different sections and help to make the 2007 show the 
best ever.. The Show Schedules are available at the 
usual outlets, and there will be no charge for the 
Schedule this year. If you experience a problem in 
obtaining a schedule please telephone the entries 
secretary, Mrs Wyn Longcroft on 01206 251052 who 
will be pleased to help you. 
 
The Show Committee met on the 28th February and 
there was full and frank discussion on changes and 
innovations for this years show. Some changes will be 
reflected in the 2007 Schedule. The committee were 
pleased also to agree to an increase in prize moneys. 
The amounts are quite small but it was felt that they 
would be particularly appreciated by entrants in the 
children’s sections.  
 
Your village show is widely regarded as the best 
village show in the County and visitors from far a field 
go out of their way to tell us this on show day. 
It is your village show so start planting, organise your 
exhibit, plan your stall, design your display  or offer to 
help  with pre-show preparation. 
 
Let’s make Saturday, September 1st   THE GREAT 
BENTLEY SHOW DAY a day to remember. 
 
Ben Harris    
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENT 
 

SUNDAY 8TH JULY 2007 
 

A Hog Roast will be held at lunch time  
at White Lodge, The Green. 

 
Proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Church and the charity 

Hope & Homes for Children. 
 

Please put the date in your diary and further details 
will be available nearer the time. 

 
Thank you 

 
Graham Thornton 

250777 

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank everyone who contributed so 
generously to my retirement present (Williams & Griffin 
Vouchers and a garden chair). I shall put these to very 
good use.  I have enjoyed my years at the Great Bentley 
Practice and will return occasionally to provide cover at 
the surgery at certain times.  Thank you all once again. 
Dr Nick Steiner 

 
MARJORIE TAYLOR 

22.21916 - 18.2.2007 
 

Frank and family would like to thank everyone who 
attended Marjorie’s funeral service and for the generous 
donations to St Mary’s Church 
 Thanks also for the lovely cards and letters with 
the many shared memories of Marjorie. 
 Special thanks go to Canon Rev’d Bernard 
Metcalfe. 
 

THE VILLAGE 
 

I crossed the Green quite late the other night, 
The moon and stars glittered in the frosty air, 

From shop and inn and house the warm lights shone, 
And I was glad to see a sight so fair. 

I stood there looking upward to the sky. 
And thought how those same awesome galaxies 

Had hung above this clearing made by early man, 
Beside a sparkling stream among the trees. 

Remote and secret must have been their ways, 
Hazardous and brief and yet they lived and bred, 

Hearing perhaps from some outlying scout, 
When Roman legions passed with martial tread. 

The Saxon settlers built their wattle huts, 
Tilled the rich soil, and tended byre and pen 

The Church was built, and law and learning came 
While Saxon and Norman merged as Englishmen. 

Brave humble folk were martyred from this place 
By evil persecution and religious strife. 
So men left here for lands across the sea 

To seek for freedom and a better life. 

I thought too, how men from here have gone, 
Leaving the plough, to fight in dreadful war. 

Some lived to tell of battles lost and won 
To round-eyed children at the cottage door. 

So, of the very stuff of history is Great Bentley made, 
Peasant and knight, soldier and priest are seen, 

Smugglers and excisemen, farmer and parson, all 
Woven as threads upon the background of the Green. 

Now, native and newcomer, young and old alike, 
The village draws us in for good or ill, 

Laughter and tears, birth and life and death 
We are the pattern that is weaving still. 

MARJORIE TAYLOR  
Taken from  ‘More Poems by Bentley Folk,’1988. 
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KIAI JUDOKWAI  

Great Bentley Village Hall 

Learn the Olympic Sport of Judo the fun way while 
improving strength, co-ordination, muscular 

endurance, balance, self-confidence, self esteem 
and discipline 

 
Run by Qualified British Judo Association Coach 

Mark Smith 2nd Dan Senior Coach 

Friday nights 

Mitchell Room 

5-11 year olds 7.15-8.15 

12+ year olds 8.30-9.30 

 

For more information call 

Mark 01255 870525 
email:  judo_ka2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Royal British Legion 
 
You will gradually see a change in the nature of our branch.  We began as exclusive ex service personnel following 
standard ways to help the welfare of ex service members and their dependents.  Now the branch committee is 
younger and we welcome anyone who wishes to join us in the promotion of welfare, without having to reminisce on 
past heroics!  Please support or come along and join us.  The demand for welfare assistance is growing and we 
really do need your help and support.  Reading your newspapers you will see the numbers of young men who are 
suffering both physically and mentally because of war. 
 
Quiz Night – This was very successful and made £250 shared between branch funds and Essex Air Ambulance.  
Thank you to all those who attended. 
 
Mid Summer Dance/ Saturday 25 th  August – Last month we announced a possible August Dance with the 
Locarno Big Band playing swing music with a 40’s theme.  Unfortunately having provisionally booked the band they 
then informed us that at least 8 members will be on holiday and therefore they have had to cancel.  We have 
however booked them to come next year on Carnival Day evening (2008).  We have been fortunate enough to 
obtain The Sweeting Swingers and all other arrangements for the evening remain the same. i.e. 40’s theme (a 40’s 
dress would be encouraged but not compulsory), full bar facilities and snacks mid evening and tickets will be £9.00.  
Further details nearer the date but please make a note now. 
 
Carnival Day – We are proposing to take part in the Carnival procession and also put on an awareness arena, 
hopefully to be attended by members of the three services.  A display of military vehicles and one or two other 
attractions are planned.  This is in addition to the usual bric-a-brac stall around the main arena. 
 
Joining our Branch – Come along to any of our functions, chat to our members.  We would be delighted if you 
would join us particularly if you have any promotional ideas. 
 

BOXTED METHODIST SILVER BAND 
CONCERT 

 
Saturday 12th May 7.30pm 

At 
St. Mary’s Church, Great Bentley 

Refreshments provided 
£6  

Royal British Legion Members £5 
Tickets from David Taylor 251 004 

Proceeds to Branch funds 

Royal British Legion Diary – 2007 
  
 

June 30th – Carnival Day celebrating Veterans Day (27th June) 
Attendance on Green by Great Bentley & Thorrington Branch 

Participation in procession – details to follow 
  

August 12th – Attendance of members at the Brightlingsea VJ 
Anniversary with the Brightlingsea Legion branch. 

Details from Terry Newell 250 029 
  

September 1st – Attendance at the Great Bentley Show. 
Details to follow 

  
October 27th – Table Top Sale at the Village Hall. 

This takes the place of the rather cramped 
Coffee mornings of the past. 

Book tables with Eunice Payne 01255 820374 
  

November 2nd – Annual Branch AGM 
Football Club 7.30pm 

  
November 11th – Remembrance Day Service 

The War Memorial 11.00am 
Following St. Mary’s Church service 

A marquee will be on the Green for teas and coffees. 
  

December 8th – Social Evening 
Village Hall with our excellent entertainer from last year 

Don’t miss this enjoyable evening – details to follow 
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POST STROKE INFORMATION DAY 
 

Carer’s Group Launch 
Tuesday 24th April 

10am - 2pm  

After stroke -  how we can make a difference 

We help stroke survivors adjust 

Rebuild their lives: Reinforce daily living skills:  
Develop effective communication: Promote self confidence: 
Increase independence and encourage social integration: 

Reduce social isolation: Enhance mobility:  
Maintain community living: Counselling Service 

 
We support carers 

Provision of daily respite: Stroke Family Support Service: 
Emotional support & free Counselling service 

Home visits: Telephone helpline: Carers’ Group 
Provision of longer respite breaks 

Stroke Prevention: Signposting 
 

Also in attendance 
Specialist Nurse for the Post Stroke 

Multidisciplinary Clinic 
Health Community Services 

Benefits Agency 
Leisure Centre for tailored exercise programmes 

Volunteer Centre - Helping Hands & Guiding Hands 
Schemes 

 
Clacton & District Stroke Association, 

85 Frinton Road, Holland on Sea 
01255 815905 

email: cdsa@freeola.com 
 

LITTLE BENTLEY WATERWAYS & 
GARDEN SHOW 

Off A133 North of Colchester 

1st - 3rd June  

Garden Show set to become new  
Chelsea of East Anglia  

Little Bentley Hall Garden Show is set to become the 
biggest Garden Event in East Anglia in June; plans are 
already well in hand for this two day event.  The 
magnificent private gardens of Little Bentley Hall and 
Waterways will be open for the public to visit, and the 
show will also feature 10 show gardens, a primary 
schools ‘Grub in a Tub’ competition, a fine art show and 
antiques roadshow by Sworders of Sudbury.  There will 
be hot and cold food available all day, so everything 
looks set for a major event in this beautiful setting. 
 Christopher Palmer-Tomkinson said ‘We are 
expecting between 12-15,000 visitors to our gardens for 
this weekend which I hope to beat the £60,000 raised 
for Charity at our last event in 2004’. 
 The event held at Little Bentley Hall will be held 
Saturday 2nd June and Sunday 3rd June from 10am 
till 6pm.  These beautifully restored waterways and 
gardens, owned by Chris & Virginia Palmer-Tomkinson, 
will be the setting for this charity gardening event this 
year.  The main charities the show is supporting are 
Canine Partners, local Churches and charities 
supported by the local Rotary and Young Farmers 
Clubs.  These gardens are rarely open to the public and 
have not been shown publicly since 2004.  The stew 
ponds date to medieval times. 
Over 25 acres of the beautiful gardens and lakes of  
Lt Bentley Hall. 
The gardens have been laid out around a 2 acre lake, 
and the extensive medieval waterways.  They have 
been intensively planted up with acid and water loving 
plants and shrubs which include varieties of Acers, 
Rhododendrons, Azaleas and Hostas.  Around the 
house itself, which sits in a beautiful parkland setting, 
there are smaller more formal gardens. 
 Visitors will have the opportunity of visiting 100 
quality gardening trade stands, bookings for which are 
now almost full. 
 
Entry is going to be kept very reasonable £6 each 
(children under 16 free). 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to view a gem of East 
Anglia which is not usually open to the public. 
 
Visit our web site www.littlebentley.net or call 01206 
251790. 
 
*If anyone in Great Bentley would like to attend the 
private Gala Evening on Friday 1st June from 6-9pm, 
tickets can be obtained at £15 each from Nigel Dyson 
on 251790. 

WANTED 

CLOTHES FOR BABIES & YOUNG 
CHILDREN 

 
A young nurse of my acquaintance, Sarah, is 
leaving for Malawi in June/July to work in a 
children’s hospital. The hospital has many 
premature babies and many of the children are 
suffering from HIV AIDS. The hospital is always 
short of clothing for the children, particularly for the 
young babies. There is never enough to clothe 
them all. Sarah hopes to take with her several 
crates of  clothes for the children. It does not need 
to be new but obviously it needs to be clean.  
 If you  have any such clothing which your 
children no longer need, I should be grateful to 
receive it and will pass it on. 
 
Jan Turner, 10, Elm Close.  Tel: 250836. 
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
LOWER PARK ROAD 

 
THURSDAY  26th APRIL 

9.00am - 1.00pm 

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
HOPPER BUS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
COST £5.50 RETURN 

 
Village Hall   9.37 11.57 15.17 
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38 
 
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55 
Village Hall   10.38 13.58 16.18 
 
If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County 
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but 
please state this when you book your place. 
 
Please ring 01255 436 962 
 
 

 
MOBILE POLICE UNIT 

 
Wednesday  11th April 
Wednesday 25th April 

 
9.00am to 10.00am 

Outside the Plough Inn 
 

GREAT BENTLEY 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

 
Wednesday 

11th April 

Village Hall 

2.00pm - 4.00pm 

 

ROB and HETTIE POOLE  
Congratulations of your 

60th Wedding Anniversary 

7th April 

           All our love on 
           your Special Day 

from Maureen, Les, Steve,  
Soo, Mandy, Andrew, Helen,  

James, Natalie, Amelia and Jake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARNI ANN HOOPER 

Our little fairy princess is 3 
on 16th April 

Happy Birthday 
Lots of love 

Mummy, Daddy and Austin 
 

XXX 
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TAI CHI 
Ten Week Beginner Courses at 

the Studio 
Hello once again. I would just like to thank 
all of you ‘Gt. Bentlyites’ who came along to 
the last ten week beginner courses at the studio and 
hopefully you will decide to carry on practising Tai Chi at 
the Studio. I am sure you will agree that although Tai Chi 
is a lot tougher than it looks we still managed to have 
some fun over the ten weeks. 
 The next set of ten week beginner courses at the 
studio will begin:- 
 
April 11th Wednesday evening 7.30-9.00pm 
April 13th Friday evening         7.30-9.00pm and 
April 14th Saturday morning   10.30-12.00 
 
Over the course of ten weeks you will have an introduction 
into Chi Kung (standing meditation) and learn a set of 
basic breathing, relaxation and stretching exercises and 
learn a short form based on the Yang style of Tai Chi. 
 For more information or to book a place on a 
course call me at the studio 01206-255007 or mobile 
07734-982438 or email daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk 
 Apart from the ten week courses there are also 
places available on the Monday morning class 1030-1200. 
 Look forward to meeting you in April and I hope you 
have a happy Easter break. 
 
Dave Allen 

 

Free 
Youth Club Taster Session 

In conjunction with Tendring District Council 
Thursday 26th April 2007 

Methodist Hall, Great Bentley 

7 - 9 pm 
11-16 year olds - Mum /and or Dad welcome too! 

Refreshments available 
Pool - table tennis - nail painting and make up 

 - chocolate fountain - 
card making, 

If  enough adults volunteer to help on a rota basis,we  
can make this session a regular feature! 
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Robert Taylor District Councillor for Great Bentley  
 

 
My work as Chairman of Tendring District 

 
In Bloomers   It was really good to welcome the In Bloom groups from all round Tendring to a reception in 
the Chairman’s Parlour to recognise the work they do all year round in looking after their parts of the District. 
Members of the group from Great Bentley who enhance our village so much were particularly welcome. Of 
course 2006 was the year when Brightlingsea did so well in the local and national competitions and we 
recognised that success. It was interesting to hear members of different groups chatting about their plans for 
this year’s displays. 
 
Special Awards  
This month I have been pleased to present awards to a number of different people.  
 
1) Sports Personality of the Year  This was an event when sports people from all over the District gathered 
in the Princes Theatre to receive their awards. An old friend of mine Colin Stiff of Elmstead Market who is now 
Chairman of the Tendring Athletics society did the commentary and I presented many awards for all sorts of 
achievement from school sports to individual adult awards. It was good to see their efforts rewarded 
 
2) Princes Trust 21 of our young unemployed people were sponsored by the Princes Trust to go on a 
lifeguarding course with the aim of getting jobs in the Leisure industry. I was pleased to present awards to 
those who successfully passed the course and to hear that most of them had already found jobs. 
 
3) Bravery Award I was delighted that eventually Council officers tracked down a local hero. This man had 
gone for a quiet fish on the sea front at Clacton and very bravely helped in the rescue of a grandmother and 
grand daughter who were being swept out to sea by the currents. After it was all over, he quietly went home 
and no one knew his name. The lifeboat crew were very keen that he be traced and eventually he answered 
an advert in the paper. So he and his family were received and awarded the certificate in the Town Hall.  We 
have lifeguards on duty on these beaches but quick thinking members of the public can speed up and assist 
the rescue considerably. 
 
Talking to clubs and groups  As Chairman of the Council I have been talking with groups about the work the 
Council does. This month I visited the Salvation Army Cameo Club in Clacton and we had a very good 
discussion on the work of the Council. There is still time to invite me to talk to your group or ask for a reception 
in the Chairman’s parlour. My year of office ends in May, so you only have a few weeks left. 
 
Dancing   Tickets for my Chairman’s Charity Ball on the 20th April are going well. There are just a few places 
left so if you would like to come please make contact quickly. The evening comprises a dinner, dancing to the 
Sweeting Swing band who have a big local following and entertainment in the break by the Cavender Singers. 
All proceeds go to my Chairman’s Charity “Training for Diabetics”. Tickets £35 each. 
 
Meanwhile the work in the village continues 
 
Teenagers  
There are several groups for teenagers in the village but no Youth Club. Together with a keen local parent I 
have engaged the assistance of Tendring Council staff members to help us to get a Club for Teenagers off the 
ground. You will see an advert elsewhere in these pages for a taster evening which will establish the need and 
to see what our young people would like. However we do need help from local adult volunteers once or twice a 
month to make it run.  See page 10 
 
Affordable Housing  
You will recall the hope last year that soon we would have some affordable housing built in our village. During 
the year I have been involved in many discussions between the Rural Housing Trust and other authorities 
behind the scenes to make this provision for us. I hope that soon we will have more positive news. 
               
 
Robert Taylor 
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Surgery News 
 

Most importantly this month, a big “thank you” to everyone who took part recently in our patient 
survey. The survey seems to have become an annual feature and for us the results always make 
interesting reading. We were really pleased to see that in the vast majority of categories we scored 
above the national average. However, there is one area where we didn’t do quite so well and know 
that we shall have to improve. You might be interested in some of the findings. 
 
Satisfaction with Receptionists 96% of respondents felt that our receptionists were either good, 
very good or excellent. Congratulations to the receptionists on these results. They do a difficult job, 
sometimes under extreme pressure. However, there were some pertinent comments from a few peo-
ple who obviously felt they had been less than well looked after and we are taking those very much 
to heart. We will be talking through these comments at a meeting very soon to ensure that we learn 
from them and we’ll be trying hard to achieve a higher mark next year. 

 
Access to doctors’ appointments For several years now, we have promised to offer everyone a routine appointment 
within two working days. 92% of patients responding said that they had been able to see a doctor within the target time. 
(We don’t know whether the other 8% felt that they had been let down or whether they had actually wanted an appoint-
ment further ahead.) Over 97% of people had been able to get an urgent appointment to see a doctor the same day when 
they needed to. Again, these results are encouraging but we will not be complacent about them. They will be also be dis-
cussed at our forthcoming review meeting and we will be trying for closer to 100% next year. 
 
Waiting for your appointment  50% of respondents had to wait more than 10 minutes past their appointment time before 
they were seen and 32% thought their experience rated as less than good. I completely agree with that view, but you can 
help us to improve. When booking your appointment, please always warn the receptionist if you have more than one prob-
lem to discuss or if you simply feel that 10 minutes might not be enough time on this occasion. We can then allocate you a 
longer slot which will help the doctor or nurse run closer to schedule. 
 
Satisfaction with your doctor I’m glad to say that our doctors scored well above average for looking after you during 
your appointment. They evidently listen to your problems properly, explain things well and then involve you in any deci-
sions about treatment. However, rather disappointingly, a lower percentage of patients than the national average felt better 
able to understand and cope with their problems, or to keep healthy following their visit to the doctor. This is the area that 
the GPs will definitely be working on. 
 
Telephones Although our results were above average, we have to acknowledge that we still sometimes don’t answer the 
telephone quickly enough and that too often patients get the “engaged” tone. We are going to do another comprehensive 
review of our telephone system and how we use it, but again you can help us to improve our performance. The quietest 
time for the ‘phones tends to be between 1.30pm and 3.00pm each day, so if your call is not urgent, why not try getting 
through then? If you avoid peak times you stand a much better chance of getting a swift response at first time of asking. 
 
In conclusion, the overall impression gained from the survey is that you are generally happy with what we do and how we 
do it. However, there are a few wake-up calls indicating areas where we must try do better next year. 
 
To this end, we will always welcome and be open to constructive criticism and suggestions about how we can take things 
forward. If you think of a way in which we can improve, please let us know. 
 
Finally, and changing the subject completely, have you spotted in the press that the NHS will very soon start putting indi-
vidual medical records onto the national computer system? This will mean that hospitals and authorised medical profes-
sionals such as dentists and opticians will be able to access and add to records. 
 
It is apparent that some people are uneasy about this and it has been confirmed that anyone who wishes to is entitled to 
refuse to have their record on the national system or to insist that access to it is limited. 
 
It seems that it will be a little while before records in this area are loaded onto the national system and new information is 
coming out all the time. I shall try to give you more information next month about what is happening and how you can 
limit or even disallow access to your records if you are unhappy. 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager 
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Custody Battles 
 
There are many different reasons why a cat or 
particularly a dog is given up for re-homing, but 10% 
of these are now due to relationship splits. In some 
cases neither party wanted the pet or was unable 
due to circumstances to continue caring for their pet. 
In some cases they both wanted them! It is not much 
different from a custody battle over children, except 
we don’t have the option of abandoning them 
altogether. 
 
In the UK there is no law about the care or contact of 
pets following a relationship split, and custody 
battles are becoming more common. A dog is simply 
regarded as an item that is owned - a “chattel”. Cats 
were always not considered as owned for most 
legislation, as they sometimes have little allegiance 
to one home! So I don’t know where they fit in.  In 
the event of a dispute the court must decide who the 
dog’s rightful owner is. This may be determined by 
factors including who bought the animal, whose 
name it is registered under and who is the main 
carer. The court may declare one person as the 
rightful owner, may order shared ownership, or 
decide that the dog is jointly owned. In extreme 
cases of joint ownership where the owners cannot 
come to an agreement then the court may order the 
dog to be sold and the profits shared (although after 
legal costs I cannot see there being much of this). In 
cases where children are involved, the courts may 
decide that the pet should stay with the partner who 
has custody of the children. 
 
You may think this is all a bit far fetched but we 
regularly see problems with communication between 
ex-spouses, where the other half gets blamed for 
causing a cut that costs hundreds to fix by recklessly 
walking the dog where they know it shouldn’t have 
been. Whose name is it registered in now? If it is not 
updated we are often phoning someone who has 
emotional involvement but no idea that the dog has 
broken its leg – this can stir up a hornets nest big 
time. But I think we are here to live with it, a 
reflection of the times and what people really do feel 
about their pets. 
 
 
MARK ALLINGTON  
B.Sc Vet Med (Hons)  
BVM & MRCVS 

Your Local Farmers’ Market 
 
It’s now 18 months since the very first Great Bentley 
Farmers’ Market.  Where does the time go? After a 
windy old winter spring is in the air (on and off!) and 
we’re looking forward to welcoming back some old plus 
some new stall holders to the market. 
 
Two recent and already popular additions are Willow 
Hall Farm from Wix, with their organic beef and 
sausages plus Grove Farm, Great Bentley who offer 
the opportunity to buy their fresh, very local lamb. David 
and Joanne will both be offering tasters of their 
excellent produce at the next Farmers’ Market. 
 
For the best of local produce come along for a look and 
a taste of what we have to offer. You’ll find home baked 
cakes from Crumbles, Tony’s fresh, local caught fish, 
fresh veg from Keepers Nursery, Bryn’s home smoked 
meats, free range eggs from Stonefield Farm, Sylvia 
and Ray’s plants to name but a few. 
 
Great Bentley Farmers’ Market, Wednesday 11 th 
April, 2pm till 4pm in the Village Hall – Hope to s ee 
you there. 
 
Kerry Talbot from Tony’s Fresh Fish. 

Answer on page  
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Here is a poem that my daughter wrote quite a while 
ago. 
 
Kathy Chilvers 
 

MUM 
 

My mother looks for spelling mistakes 
In magazines 
Newspapers 

On signs and on the Internet 
 

I think it’s her hobby  
 

I do it too!! 
 
I think you might like to see the proof that what she 
says about me is true.  This picture was taken locally 
…. anyone guess where? 

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ST HELENA HOSPICE, Myland Hall, Barncroft Close, Hi ghwoods, Colchester 
 

Volunteers bring with them a unique combination of skills, interests, experiences and talents.  Here are just a 
selection of the roles: 
 
Receptionist:  This area can be very busy, answering and transferring calls, greeting patients and visitors, and 
dealing with all manner of different enquiries.  Volunteers required for this post Mon-Sat 9am-1pm, 1pm-5pm and 
5pm-9pm. 
Gardening:  We always welcome gardeners to join the team of volunteers on a Tuesday to help keep the grounds 
looking colourful and relaxing. 
Flower Arranging: Flower arrangers are placed on a rota to arrange fresh flowers in Myland Hall or the Day 
Centre.  Mon-Fri. 
Hospice Shops: These play an important part in our Fundraising efforts.  Each shop has a manager, who, with 
teams of volunteers, covers two shifts between 9.30-4.30pm, Mon-Sat.  Volunteers also work in our Distribution 
Centre sorting, pricing, repairing, and generally making the goods sale worthy.  At Frinton and Halstead, we have 
speciality bookshops. 
Bereavement Visitors:  When a family has been bereaved, support is offered to assist during the grieving 
process.  The volunteers selected for this role are given specific in-house training, after which they are expected to 
attend 2 supervised meetings each month on a Monday evening, and be present at the Link Club which is held on 
the 4th Monday of each month. 
Transport: Volunteer drivers transport patients to and from Day Services Mon-Fri, using their own cars (mileage 
reimbursed).  Volunteers able to drive own mini-bus, after training, are able to transport wheelchair bound patients 
to and from the Hospice, or take a group of patients on a visit.  In addition, each of our shops and Distribution 
Centre need drivers who are able to collect hand portable donated goods from the local area. 
Complementary Therapy:   The team consists of volunteers who are qualified to offer manicure, reflexology, 
hairdressing and massage.  These services are of great benefit and in demand by both in-patients and those 
patients attending Day Services. 
Myland Hall In-Patient Unit:  The support needed in this area is varied.  Some roles have patient contact, others 
do not.  Volunteers are able to help the nursing staff with direct patient care.  Others help in the kitchen supplying 
refreshments, serving meals and washing up.  Both these roles consist of three four-hour shifts a day from 9am until 
9pm.  Support is always required, especially evenings and weekends.   9-1.00:  1.00-5.00:  5.00-9.00. 
Myland Hall Education Centre: This centre is where the medical library is.  The librarian works with volunteer 
staff, providing educational material to the Hospice staff and outside medical students studying at the centre.  
Reading material for patients is also supplied. 
Tendring Centre (Clacton):  Similar opportunities are available Monday to Friday 9.00am—5.00pm. 
 
If you can give a few hours per week and are interested in becoming a volunteer for St Helena Hospice please ring 

01206 845566.    
www.sthelenahospice.org.uk 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 
Lighthouses of Britain 

 
We’ve all heard jokes depending on the mix-up 
between “lighthouse work” and “light housework”, but 
in Ted Dawtry’s entertaining talk to the History Society 
at their March meeting there could be little confusion 
of the two, especially when he gave us a description of 
some of the early days in the history of such buildings 
and the hazardous nature of the job.  Ted himself 
worked for some years for Trinity House on a variety 
of famous and infamous lighthouses, and clearly knew 
at first hand the reality; and he brought it vividly alive 
for us. 
 Recent events on a south-west beach have 
perhaps reminded us of the profits once to be made 
from vessels that ran aground or were wrecked on our 
coasts.  The dangers of our coastline have been 
apparent since the earliest days of the shipping trade 
and have meant that some form of warning signs and 
signals have long existed at the most dangerous 
points.  Initially these might be just rudimentary 
beacon fires, often tended by monks, hermits or 
sometimes just civic-minded gentlemen.  But there 
was no overall policy or plan. 
 Often such beacons were left unattended and 
so under Henry VIII’s direction was founded “Trinity 
House”, its name signifying its religious connection; 
indeed to this day its annual procession takes place to 
St Clement’s Church.  This took control not only over 
the warning lights and beacons but also over all 
piloting of boats in inshore waters.  For example, the 
Trinity House pilot-ship “Patricia” can famously been 
seen in film footage leading the R.Y. “Britannia” along 
the River Thames. 
 The organisation consists of two levels: those in 
the upper supervisory level being known as the Older 
Brethren; those in the ordinary working capacity as the 
Younger Brethren.  The former is headed by the 
Master, an honorary post.  At present this is the Duke 
of Edinburgh but was previously Sir Winston Churchill, 
who was known to favour his uniform of this office for 
dress occasions as it had trousers for its bottom half 
rather than the silk stockings and breeches of other 
positions he held. 
 Even after the foundation of Trinity House, early 
lighthouses were still rather basic coal or wood 
burning beacons and were often slackly managed, 
with high charges.  Even rudimentary lanterns hung 
from church towers were common at the outset.  
Progression through candelabra and then oil lights 
took them forward until more advances in technology 
moved on first to the parabolic reflector and then 
“prismatic lenses” which can multiply a small light 
many thousands of times and produce the magnificent 
beams we now automatically associated with 
lighthouses. 
 On the matter of beams, I was quite unaware of 
the fact that, as an aid to recognition of each specific 
lighthouse, the speed of rotation of the beam differs 
for each one, the speed being determined by a huge 
weight like that of a grandfather clock.  The on-watch 

keeper’s job was to wind this every four, failure to do 
so being one of the most serious crimes in the job and 
a sacking offence. 
 Ted served for a time on the famous Eddystone 
lighthouse off the Cornish coast and he gave us an 
interesting history of the varying constructions that 
preceded the present one.  Its first building was 
designed by Henry Winstanley in the 17th century and 
consisted of a wooden tower on massive metal bound 
wooden legs set into the Eddystone Rock.  Its inventor 
swore by its safety and was quite willing to spend time 
on the half constructed edifice, overseeing its 
construction.  (The result oddly was that he was 
captured by a French privateer and taken before the 
French king, who was so disgusted and embarrassed 
by this act that Winstanley was returned to England 
with a full French Royal apology).  For all the 
designer’s confidence, the structure was destroyed by 
a huge storm in 1703. 
 A replacement, again of wood, lasted from 1706 
till 1755 when the accumulated soot caught fire and it 
burnt down.  It was then that John Smeaton, the great 
lighthouse builder of the 18th century, built the great 
Portland stone light that lasted till the present one, 
designed by the Master of Trinity House Sir John 
Douglas, replaced it.  Smeaton’s great edifice now 
stands reassembled on Plymouth Hoe as a reminder 
of its great part in the history of lighthouses. 
 All lighthouses are now unmanned and 
operated automatically, sot he interesting life of the 
keepers that Ted went on to describe is now a thing of 
the past.  Nevertheless he told many humorous 
anecdotes of his time in the service and some of the  
myths and mysteries associated with it.  Much 
interested questioning followed before Vice-Chairman 
David Kirby thanked him for a very full and 
entertaining evening. 
 It was great to see at the meeting a number of 
newcomers to the society, especially after the 
cancellation of last month’s talk due to the snowstorm.  
Next month’s speaker on Thursday 12th April is David 
Layte from the Shotley Museum who will talk of the 
famous training ship in the Stour Estuary, HMS 
Ganges.  People wanting to come are reminded that 
talks now begin at 7.30pm.  Non-members are 
welcome. 

Answer to quiz on page 13 
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EASTER FUN MORNING 
Monday 2nd April 

9.30am - 1pm 
 

Great Bentley Village Hall 
All children must be accompanied 

 
Outdoor Play 

 
4 different Easter craft activities  

with lots to do and make 
 

Egg cup decorating, Easter egg hunt 
Make Easter baskets with eggs inside 

lots more …. 
 

£3.00 per child 
inclusive of all activities 

 
(not including snack bar) 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
 

Please note as from the 2nd July the  
Mobile Library will be every fortnight 

 
 

SCOUTS AND GIRL GUIDING 
 

Car Wash Weekend 
7th, 8th and 9th April 

 
Over the Saturday, Sunday and Monday of the 
Easter Weekend we will be holding a hand car 

wash at Halfords in Colchester. 
 

Please remember to stop by and show us your 
support. 

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids 
vouchers.  Please pop them in the box at the hut 
or give to one of our leaders.  Thank you. 
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Peter’s  Potterings 
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NORTH EAST ESSEX 
CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION 

Great Bentley Branch 
 

At the last District Elections, it was a great 
embarrassment that we were unable to field a 
Candidate to represent Great Bentley Conservatives.  
However, in May this year we can hold our heads 
high as Lynda McWilliams has agreed to stand as 
our Candidate and we are determined to support her 
all  the way.  Lynda is well-known to everyone in the 
Ward, if not personally then from seeing her touring 
the area on horseback, a very good way of 
observing everything that is going on in the village.  
She successfully guided our Parish Council as 
Chairperson for many years in the steps of her father 
and knows the needs of the Parish better than 
anyone. 
 
Every household in the Parish should have received 
their copy of “IN TOUCH with Great Bentley”, which 
sets out Lynda’s stand: her past achievements and 
her future aspirations.   The developing of Simmons 
Yard is another more local issue upon which she 
encourages debate.  A comprehensive questionnaire 
forms part of the leaflet and Lynda particularly 
requests that every household should do their best 
to fill it in and send it to her (Freepost), so that she 
can honestly and efficiently reflect the views of the 
village and hopes, of course that as many as 
possible will turn out on Election Day in May to vote 
her in as our District Councillor. 
 
The “Play the Game” event on March 9th went very 
well and caused great amusement to all present, 
including our MP, Bernard Jenkin and his wife who 
joined in the fun to great effect.  Never intended as a 
big fund-raiser, the evening nevertheless added a 
modest amount to Party funds.  The evening 
concluded with a call from the Membership Vice-
Chairperson:  Any non-members present were 
encouraged to apply for Membership forms from 
Zena Went (tel: 250575) or Donald Walker (Tel: 
250172).  The next event will be on June 10th when 
Zena Went invites us once again to her charming 
garden for a Tea Party.  More details about that in 
the May magazine but meanwhile, please note the 
date in your diary. 
 
Donald Walker 
Secretary 

As I sat here bathed in March sunshine this afternoon, I 
wondered what is coming next, then on tonight’s weather 
forecast it said we are in for a cold snap next week, with 
possible snow showers and several days of frost.  This 
all reminds us not to rush into anything just because the 
sun is shining.  Mind you it’s very nice to pull up all the 
old Brussels stalks and dig up the ground ready for 
sowing next month, and not having to do this wearing an 
overcoat. 
 The warm weather has brought on the daffodils 
and they were in full colour for Mothers Day.  Incidently 
have you noticed the additional daffodils in the verges on 
the approaches to the village, and also around the 
Church entrance and the village noticeboard.  “Thanks 
Michael” and Bentley in Bloom.  When the daffodil 
flowers are over, cut off the heads but leave as much 
stalk as possible.  I always sprinkle a small amount of 
Growmore fertiliser around the base of the bulb clumps 
so the leaves can soak in the goodness and get nice and 
fat before they gradually wither and all that energy is 
taken back into the bulb ready for next year’s flowers.  
Please don’t tie the leaves up into a knot as this stops 
the flow of goodness from the whole length of the 
leaves. 
 As the weather improves you can carry out the 
last little bit of pruning on roses, assuming you cut them 
back at the end of last year to reduce any problem from 
winds etc.  Just cut back to a suitable bud and wait for 
the flowers.  Lots of the other spring flowering shrubs 
should not be pruned until after they have flowered.  This 
is because they flower on last year’s growth, and if you 
prune them now before they flower you cut off all the 
flower buds.  This applies to varieties such as forsythia , 
where the prunings make excellent pea sticks (but be 
prepared for the occasional stick sprouting leaves and 
growing into another bush if you allow it to). 
 Take care when planting your potatoes that you 
are not too early unless you can cover them to protect 
them from a possible late May frost.  It is always better 
to sow a bit later and miss the frost rather than have 
your potato stalks turned black by the frost.  They will 
usually recover but will be several weeks late and 
generally a smaller crop.  This year I have grown several 
varieties that I have not tried before.  Why have I done 
this you may ask - well when I bought a couple of bags 
of seed, there was too much for me, so I swapped some 
with another allotment holder - now both of us are trying 
varieties we don’t usually grow.  You used to be able to 
select your own seed potatoes and could mix varieties 
but I don’t know any garden centre that does this locally. 
 
PETER ALLINGTON 
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BRIGHTLINGSEA - POINT CLEAR - EAST MERSEA FOOT FERR Y 
 

Essential Information: 
 The ferry is  
· operated by Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners. 
· is licensed to carry a maximum of 12 passengers 
· can also carry dogs, bicycles, pushchairs etc. 
· has a landing ramp giving disabled access to the jetty and beaches.  The beaches are shingle and are 

suitable for walkers but may present problems for others. 
· operates between the end of the Public Jetty at Brightlingsea, Mersea Stone and St Osyth Stone at Point 

Clear 
The nearest vehicular access to the landing points are:  Brightlingsea 100 metres: Point Clear 200 metres: East 
Mersea 1 mile.  Assembly points at East Mersea Stone and St Osyth Stone are signposted.  At St Osyth Stone 
landing points depend on the height of tide and may be inaccessible on very high tides.  At East Mersea there 
are steps on the sea wall which have to be used and the path near the sea wall may be submerged. 
 
Brightlingsea Harbour Office - Tel: 01206 302200:  Ferry Mobile:   Tel: 07981 450169 
 
DIAL A FERRY 
This service operates during periods when there is not enough demand for a regular ferry service.  The ferry can 
be booked for a crossing on any of the normal routes during daily operating times.  The booking must be made 
by telephone on 01206 302200 before 1pm on the day of travel and give a minimum of 1 hour’s notice. 
 
Other Services provided by the Ferry  
Druing quiet periods of ferry duties:  short harbour trips, ask the crew about availability. 
 
Private hire (with coxswain)  
Outside normal daily operating times the ferry is available for private hire.  Ask at the harbour office for details. 
 

TIMETABLE 
 

Seasonal Operating Times April 7 - July 18 Weekends  Normal Service 
        Bank Hols Normal Service 
        Weekdays Dial a Ferry 

     July 19 - Sept 5 Every Day Normal Service 

     Sept 6 - Sept 30 Weekends Normal Service 
        Weekdays Dial a Ferry 

     Oct 1 -  Oct 28 Every Day Dial a Ferry 
 
DAILY OPERATING TIMES  
 
     10.00 - 12.30 (12.30-13.00 No Service)  1300-17.30 
 
SCHEDULE    Brightlingsea-Point Clear-Brightlingsea (The crossing takes 3 mins approx) 
 
     On demand except during the following times  

     1100-1130        1230- 1300       1330-1400     1600-1630 

     Brightlingsea - East Mersea - Brightlingsea*  (The crossing takes 9 mins approx) 

     Depart Brightlingsea  1100, 1330, 1600 

     Depart East Mersea  1115, 1345, 1615 

     *  Additional crossing may be provided at busy times 

FARES    Brightlingsea to Point Clear (each way)  Brighl ingsea or Point Clear 
             to East Mersea (each way) 
     Adults  £1.00      £2.00 
     Children      50p      £1.00 
     Senior Citizens  75p      £1.50 
     Cycles/Dogs  50p      £1.00 
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ESPECIALLY FOR THE CHILDREN 
 

AN EASTER CROSSWORD 
 

All correctly completed crosswords brought to St Ma ry’s Church on  
Easter Sunday, 8th April, will receive an Easter Eg g. CLUES 

 
1. ‘Place of a Skull’. 
 Matthew 27:33 
 
2. Divided by those who crucified Jesus 
 Matthew 27:35 
 
3 ‘Jesus, the …. of the Jews.’ 
 Matthew 27:37 
 
4 Jesus was nailed to this. 
 Matthew 27:31 
 
5 It covered the country for three hours 
 Matthew 27:45 
 
6 Men who watched Jesus die. 
 Matthew 27:54 
 
7 The type of cloth wrapped around 

Jesus’ body. 
 Matthew 27:59 
 
8 The time of day when Jesus’ body was 

buried. 
 Matthew 28:5 
 
9 A messenger with very good news! 
 Matthew 28:5 
8   

What was the good news? 
Read down the shaded column 

GREAT BENTLEY CONSERVATION 

GROUP 

Tuesday, 17 th April 2007 

Trip to Wicken Fen and Ely 

 
The Conservation Group are organizing a trip to 
Wicken Fen and Ely in Cambridgeshire on Tuesday 
17th April 2007. 
 We shall be leaving the Post Office at 9.00am 
and returning to the village about  6.00pm.  
 We shall travel to Wicken Fen where we will 
have an introductory talk and a 1½ hour guided walk/
tour.  We will then continue to Ely where we expect 
to have approximately 2 hours free time to visit the 
Cathedral, River or Shops etc. 
 The cost of the trip will be £13 50. 
 
The numbers are limited so if you would like to join 
the trip please contact the Secretary, Mrs J Turner, 
telephone 01206 250836 by Tuesday 5th April .  A 
deposit of £5 per person will be required with each 
booking. 

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS 
 

WANTED! 
 

For our forthcoming production in May we need 
several gin bottles.  If you have any which are on 
their way to the bottle bank please could you divert 
them in our direction? 
 
We will recycle them after the play. 
 

If you can help please contact  
 

Jennie Moss 
252182. 

 
I can collect.  Thank you. 
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Lamb, Hogget and Mutton* 
 

Forgive me if I am teaching my grandmother(s) to suck eggs, but how many of you know the difference 
between lamb, hogget and mutton?  I feel certain that everyone knows that mutton is an older beast than 
lamb, but what is the cut off point? And what is hogget? Moreover, what is meant by ‘spring lamb’ or ‘the new 
season’s lamb’ which often hits the shops around Easter, and commands a silly price?  
Well, the ‘spring lamb’ which appears around Easter, comes from animals which have actually been born in 
autumn and killed in spring. In most areas of the British Isles they are kept indoors, weaned quickly and fed on 
concentrated feeds. The lambs have no opportunity to exercise properly and gain weight too fast. The 
resulting meat is very lean and therefore not very tasty and tends to be tough and dry when cooked (see last 
month’s Cookery Corner on the importance of fat). 
 
Proper spring lamb is born in the spring and slaughtered late summer or early autumn so you’ll have to wait 
awhile for tasty grass fed new lamb. Once the beast in its second spring/summer it becomes hogget and 
anything over the third spring is mutton. So mutton is actually meat from a mature, but still youngish, animal, 
not as some people may believe, meat from a clapped out old has been. Think of lamb = veal and mutton = 
beef. So it is perfectly possible to treat the prime cuts (e.g. the leg) of hogget and mutton as you would lamb, it 
doesn’t have to have long slow cooking because it is old and tough. Actually, many people prefer the taste of 
hogget and mutton, and both are becoming more popular, or should I say popular again? I certainly remember 
eating mutton as a child.  
Anyway enough lecturing, here is a recipe I have only tried with lamb but I’m fairly confident that it would be 
good with hogget or mutton. It is a little time consuming; on the other hand it has the virtue of being very 
cheap. 
 
Breast of Lamb Ste Ménéhould (serves 4-6) 
 Initial cooking: breast of lamb; a large onion, sliced; 2 carrots, sliced; a bouquet garni (parsley, thyme and bay 
leaf); a glass of wine; water; seasoning to taste. 
Final preparation:  Mustard (preferably Dijon, Maille is a good make); 2 eggs, beaten; dried homemade 
breadcrumbs. 
 
 Place the breast in an oven-proof dish or casserole with some of the vegetables underneath and the rest on 
top. Tuck in the bouquet garni season pour in the wine and water and cover the dish with silver foil or its lid. 
Place in a low oven (140ºC, 310ºF Gas Mark 1.) for 2½ - 3 hours and cook until the meat is very tender. 
Remove the meat and allow too cool until it is possible to handle, then with the aid of sharp knife, remove the 
bones. Keep the stock, drained of the spent vegetables for another dish, a neck of mutton stew, for example. 
Press the breast between 2 weighted boards or plates and leave in a cool larder or the fridge until absolutely 
cold and firm, the meat can be left overnight. 
 
 To finish the dish; slice the meat into a finger-length, two finger-width slices, spread them with the mustard 
and dip them firstly into the beaten eggs and secondly into the breadcrumbs, making sure that each slice is 
completely covered with the crumbs. Place on a wire grid in a baking tray, brush with melted butter and put in 
a moderate oven (180º C, 350ºF Gas Mark 4) for around 15 minutes. To finish, place under a very hot grill or 
on one of those ridged grill pans which sit on top the hob, but do make sure the pan is hot before you cook the 
slices of lamb. The slices should be turned once rather carefully and be very crisp even a little blackened here 
and there. Serve with a watercress salad, wedges of lemon (please - never slices of lemon they are quite 
useless, except in a G&T). If you fancy a sauce with the dish try a herby vinaigrette, or a homemade sauce 
tartare. To make the dish rather more substantial, you could serve it with mashed potatoes.  
 
*P.S. Did you know that back in the seventeenth century there was a Welsh landowner with the most splendid 
name of Mutton Davies? He caught the gardening bug in Italy and on his return home to Llanarch he laid out a 
formal Italianate garden surrounding his house. It is known from a contemporary seventeenth century painting, 
which is now, unfortunately, in the United States, but it is often reproduced in books on the history of British 
gardening. G.R. 
 
.  
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GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

 
The meeting held on 28th February was most interesting 
when Barbara Faulkner gave a talk on ‘Thoughts of 
Easter’.  She told us how the various foods we eat at 
that time got their name.  We also had a quiz connected 
to Easter.  Barbara also brought quite a lot of Easter 
gifts. 
 
Diary of Events for April 
Wednesday 25th April, Village Hall, 2pm,  AGM 
Katie Griffiths.  A Musical afternoon. 
Competition:  A wooden ornament. 

 
 

GARDENING CLUB 
Tuesday 17th April 

Village Hall 
Spring Show and Quiz 

8.00pm 
 

GARDENING CLUB OUTING 
OPEN TO ALL 

 
We are organising a coach trip to RHS Wisley on 
Sunday 1st July which will be open to all.  The cost is 
£12.50 for non members and £10 if affiliated to the RHS.  
A £5 non-returnable deposit will be required in April. 
 
For further details please contact:  Liz Harry  250511 
 

PLANT SALE 
 

Our annual Plant Sale will take place on Saturday 5th 
May outside the Village Hall.   

We will also be selling pots and other small garden 
items.  Coffee and a raffle will be provided.   

COME AND SNAP UP A BARGAIN! 
 
 

 
ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Sunday 15th April 

11.00am - 5pm 
Primrose Day & Plant Sale 

at Barnes Spinney Reserve, 
Hall Lane, Walton 

 
Contributions of plants and other items 

 gratefully received. 

 
 

W.I. 
 
 

Members and visitors enjoyed an eloquent, 
fascinating and often amusing talk by Tony 
Casement of the Mercury Theatre who not only acts 
with the Company but also directs.  He told us of the 
history of the theatre, the many workshops the 
Theatre Company run and information on 
forthcoming events. 
 
Our next meeting is on 3rd April at 8pm in the Village 
Hall, with a representative from Plough Road Fitness 
Centre who will be giving advice about keeping fit. 
 
If you wish to join us, joggers and trainers are 
suggested, although not compulsory!! 
 
For further information:  Chris Aplin 250385 
 
Members are reminded that the Spring Group 
Meeting will be held in Weeley Village Hall on 
Wednesday 4th April for 7.30pm.  As well as the 
general business, there will be a speaker from 
Suffolk.  Refreshments are provided.  Support from 
as many of our members as possible please. 
 

 

ART CLUB  
 

 
Tuesday 10th April 

Village Hall  7.30pm 
 

Sunrise/Sunset 
 

Tuesday 24th April 
Village Hall  7.30pm 

 
Still Life - Flowers 

 
 
 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Thursday 12th April 
Village Hall - 7.30pm 

David Layte - Shotley Museum 
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Children’s  Page 
AN EASTER CARD FOR YOU TO COLOUR 
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LETTERS 
TO THE  
EDITOR 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Felt I just had to write and tell you how much my 
friends and I here in Kent enjoy your magazine.  You 
may wonder how this happens - so I will tell you a 
story. 
 In the 1940’s I was in the ATS (the war was on) 
and I met this lass Grace, also in the ATS - who lived 
in London.  We became good friends and when we 
managed a weekend pass together she came home 
with me to Herne Bay and enjoyed a couple of days 
with my family.  When we were posted to different 
units, we lost touch.  That is until about 18 months 
ago, when out of the blue this letter was passed to me.  
Apparently Grace was going through a catalogue and 
came across a letter addressed to Mrs Prince in Herne 
Bay.  She wondered if the lady was any relation to me 
(as my surname was Prince), so she wrote to Mrs 
Prince, who contacted my brother, who in turn 
contacted me.  I wrote to Grace and asked if she was 
the person in the photos I sent her.  We’d had two 
snaps taken in uniform.  She promptly wrote back and 
said yes.  We’ve been in contact ever since.  And 
every month she sends me your magazine.  What a 
lovely place is Great Bentley.  You cater for everyone - 
all tastes, and you are a hive of activity.  My friend 
Grace must have found it quiet after London but loves 
it there and is happy and content. 
 So more power to your elbow dear editor.  Keep 
up the good work! 
 Sincerely 
 Mavis Middleton (Mrs) 
 

· *   * 
·  

We have just read Robert Taylor’s Newsletter and it is 
very obvious that election time is looming.  Reading 
his article regarding the mobile phone mast he must 
think people of the village have very short memories 
when it comes to the mobile phone mast issue and he 
chooses to have a headline ‘Trying to represent your 
views’.  He certainly has a strange way of showing it! 
 Has he forgotten that for well over two years he 
opposed any thought of moving the mast site further 
from the village.  Despite two petitions in favour of the 
alternative site that were signed by the majority of 
households, and a public meeting in our village hall 
where there was an overwhelming vote not to erect a 
mast at the pumping station he still ignored the result 
and continued to oppose any move.  Even after 
Orange had viewed, tested and approved the new site 
he continued to oppose it - a site that Orange said was 
more favourable than the pumping station option. 
 

Robert harps back to the fact that the Parish Council 
advertised the Pumping Station site for a mast in the 
Parish Magazine and no comments were received.  
Was that surprising?  It was a very obscure and 
small article that many people did not read, many did 
not pick up on and many did not understand what it 
was all about.  The whole idea should have been 
given a prominent place in the magazine, in the local 
press, on the village notice boards and in the post 
office with a public meeting arranged to discuss, 
debate and hear the views of the village before any 
decision was made.  A leaflet drop to each 
household on an important issue like this would have 
been preferable. 
 It was only AT THE VERY LAST MINUTE 
when it was obvious that the Tendring District 
Planning Committee were almost certainly going to 
agree to the move that he decided to give it support.  
He knew that if he continued to oppose the move he 
was on a lost cause and would be seen to be out of 
touch with the village. 
 Fortunately Orange have so far not pursued 
the idea of a mast and with a bit of luck they may not 
use any site near our village.  If they do better it is as 
far from the village as possible, apart from any safety 
concerns the pumping station site would have 
created a ‘blot on the landscape’ when looking 
across the green to see it protruding above the tree 
line. 
 We are grateful to two of our Parish 
Councillors, George Wright for offering the 
alternative site that was approved at the planning 
meeting and Peter Balbirnie for his support.  
Remember them in May should they choose to stand 
for re-election to the Parish Council. 
 
The Move the Mast Group 

SPONSORED TANDEM RIDE 
 
I am hoping to undertake a sponsored tandem ride 
with another member of Clacton Lions in aid of the 
Campaign Sightfirst II which provides funds to 
combat causes of preventable blindness.  I have not 
ridden a bike for nearly 40 years, and I have been 
blind for 19 of those years.  Providing training goes 
well, I hope to do up to 20 miles on Sunday 15th 
April, starting from Great Bentley.  If you should wish 
to sponsor me, please contact me on 01206 251345. 
 
John Walters - President, Clacton Lions Club 
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Tendring Reuse and Employment Enterprise (T.R.E.E)  
 
T.R.E.E is a charity organisation set up to help people on low incomes.  It runs an electrical  
white goods and good quality furniture service at the Oakwood Centre on Plough Corner  
in Little Clacton and has the ‘Choose 2 Reuse’ shop based in Jackson Road, Clacton. 
 
It is committed to the reuse/recycling of furniture, waste electrical and electronic equipment.  All 
usable electrical goods are functioned, PAT tested on site, and sold in the shops with a  
3-month warranty. 
 
It also operates a collection, delivery and small house/flat removal service. 
 
T.R.E.E supports and develops training opportunities for those disadvantaged in the work place and develops 
an individual’s vocational abilities making it possible for them to move into paid employment. 
 
Bits ‘N’ Bobs scrap store is based within T.R.E.E, it recycles items donated from households and companies 
reusing them in art and craft projects rather than these items ending up in a landfill site.  This encourages 
awareness and practice of recycling within schools and local playgroups by using reclaimed materials for 
creative play. 
 
T.R.E.E runs a RePaint scheme where donated usable paint is available free to people claiming benefit, and at 
a very low cost to any other customers. 
 
If you would like to become a volunteer and be involved in your local community, please telephone  
01255 863007 or email admin@tree1.org.uk for any further information. 
 

 
A LOCAL ORGANISATION RECEIVING OVER 2190 ENQUIRIES IN ONE YEAR! 

 
Tendring Home Improvement Agency, at 61, Frinton Road, Holland-on-Sea, is a local charity that is always 
sure to be busy.  Every year hundreds of people are helped to remain in their own homes through Agency 
advice, and support with repairs, improvements and adaptations. 
 Working throughout Tendring, the Agency is part of the Guinness Trust Group and is a charitable not-
for-profit organisation funded by central government, Essex County Council Social Services and Tendring 
District Council.  Support and advice is on hand for elderly, disabled and vulnerable people who are owner 
occupiers or private tenants. 
 It’s not so surprising that the Agency is busy when you see the range of services offered, including: 
 
· Offer confidential advice, support and assistance 
· Carry out benefit checks 
· Assist with completing benefit forms including Attendance Allowance, Disability Living Allowance, 

Pension Credit and other 
· Refer clients to statutory and voluntary organisations 
· Advice on repairs, improvements or adaptations to the property. 
 
The range of assistance is great, even without mentioning the Handyperson Service.  In 2005-2006 our 
Handypersons Dave and Mike carried out over 900 minor jobs for local 
people, such as changing light bulbs, fitting key safes, fitting grab rails, 
unblocking sinks and very much more.  No surprise the Handyperson team 
are so busy - the charges are restricted to cost of materials plus a £10 per 
small job donation to the service. 
 With a totally committed Agency team, dedicated to maintaining a 
high standard of service, comments such as, “Thank you, will enable me to 
remain in my own home for as long as possible” and “What a wonderful 
bunch of people you are” are frequently received. 
 To learn more about Tendring Home Improvement Agency, please 
feel free to telephone (01255 814410) or call in to 61, Frinton Road, 
Holland-on-Sea, and our team will be very happy to speak to you. 
 
Barbara Aitken  
Acting Office Manager Tendring Home Improvement Age ncy 
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Bentley Green Players 
�

Present an Adult Comedy 
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To be held at  

Great Bentley Methodist Church Hall 
 

Thursday 17th, Friday 18th and  
Saturday 19th May 2007 

 
Starting at 7.45 p.m. 

 
Tickets available at The Post Office 

from Monday 23rd April 
 

Price £5.00 each 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Samuel French 
Limited 

GREAT BENTLEY 
ART CLUB 

 
A coach trip has been arranged for Saturday 19th 
May 2007 leaving the Village Hall at 9am, to visit 
Kew Gardens.  The price for the coach only is 
£13.00 each.  (The entrance fee for the Gardens, 
based on a group visit, paid on the day, is £11.00 
per person, or £9.25 concession - to be collected on 
the day, please have exact money ready). 
 
Tickets will be sold to members and non-members 
on a first come first served basis.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact: Jenny Williams, 87 Red Barn 
Road, Brightlingsea, Essex, CO7 OSL (Tel: 01206 
304661) with your full payment for the coach, ie. 
£13.00 per person. 
 
Cheques to be made payable to Great Bentley Art 
Club. 

Church May Fayre  
19th May 2007 at 2pm 

 
This is just a short reminder to tell you about the 
Fayre at St. Mary’s Church, Great Bentley. The full 
details will appear in the May issue of the magazine.  
 
Our theme is music, we hope to have a variety of 
musical entertainment during the afternoon. We will 
also be having some activities and games to enter-
tain the children. Our stalls this year will include 
books, a music stall (CDs etc), raffle, tombola, nearly 
new stall, toy stall, plants and cakes. If you have any 
items to donate please contact me on 01206 
250280.  
 
 
Maria Pagram 
 

AMATEUR 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

SHOT MORE THAN HE 
BARGAINED FOR! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James, who is a keen photographer, and wanted to 
capture the beauty of Great Bentley Green at sunrise 
one Sunday and decided his best shot was from the 
church tower and this is what he photographed 
coming through the clouds.  (See cover picture) 
 
If anyone can explain this phenomena, please call 
us! 
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CARNIVAL 2007 
 

Saturday 30th June  
 

 
 

Time is drawing nearer and the committee are busy 
organising so I thought I would put out a few pleas 
while I remember! 
 
a) Books, crockery and cakes 
 
b) Help running a stall or marshalling our 

procession 
 
Items can be dropped off to me from May onwards at 
Palfreymans Cottage, The Green and as I am sure 
you all know by now, all money raised goes to the 
beneficiary youth groups of this village. 
 
Look out next month for a couple of fund raising 
ideas that we will be doing over the next few months.  
Come along and support us if you can. 
 
Bev Adams 
250724 

ITS ON THIS TIME! 
 

CARNIVAL 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Church Vestry 
on 

Saturday 28th April 

7.30pm 

Bring nibbles, drinks and a team! 
 

£3.00 per head 
 

Raffle 
 

Prizes for winners 

CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 6th April 

10.00am - 11.30am 

St Mary’s Church 
Vestry Room  

 
We will be decorating eggs 

and putting an Easter Garden together 
and much more ……. 

 
If your child is going to attend 

can you please 
contact 

 
Wendy King  250852 or 
Auriol Thornton 250777 

 
so we can make sure every child gets an egg! 

ILLEGAL COURSING 
 

There have been incidents involving illegal hare 
coursing recently.  One was in full view of passing 
pedestrians and motorists travelling along Plough 
Road, Great Bentley. 
 
Hare coursing is ILLEGAL.  If you see this activity 
taking place DO NOT APPROACH the individuals 
involved 
 
PHONE THE POLICE.  

BEATING THE BOUNDS 
 

As part of the preparations for last Autumns’ event 
one intrepid sailor navigated the creek to the very 
top where there are steps leading down from the 
sea wall. We pictured this in the subsequent revue 
of the event.  To make sure that on the day he was 
not “becalmed on the mud”, he placed garden canes 
at strategic points to mark the course of the deep 
water channel.   
 Having just informed one of the “beaters” that 
the canes are still in place (March) I have just learnt 
that subsequent  police investigations were being 
made as people had suspected illegal smuggling 
operations were taking place.  Ed. 
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Friends of the Green  
FOR SALE  

 

3 Piece Conservatory furniture 
plus matching table 

 
Dark wicker effect 

with cream upholstery 
 

Almost new and in 
excellent condition 

 
£175.00 

 
Tel: 250724 

A number of residents  have contacted members to  
register their concern as to the wear and tear on the 
green. In particular unsupervised car parking has 
been mentioned . The  Friends of the Green will 
consider these and any other representations made 
to them at their next committee meeting and, where 
appropriate, refer the matter to the relevant local 
authority. 
 
As a purely personal comment  I wonder how many 
parishioners realise that the Village Green is not a 
“Local Authority Recreation Ground” but a piece of 
common land purchased from the then Lord of the 
Manor in 1966/7 by residents of the village and 
handed over to the Parish Council to manage. 
 
More interestingly, certain residents still have the 
right to graze their livestock on that piece of 
“common land” 
 
Ben Harris 
 
 

FLAG RAISING  
 

APRIL 
 

Saturday 21st April  
 

Birthday of HM The Queen -  Union Flag 
 

Monday  23rd April 
 

St George’s Day 
 

England’s National Day 
 

St George’s Cross 
 
 

THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF MANNINGTREE  

STOUR VALLEY 
 

MAYFLOWER     
    WALK 

 
From Harwich to Manningtree or 
Wrabness along the “Essex Way” 

 

on 
Sunday 27th May 

 
Your chance to raise funds for your favourite 

charity or group whilst assisting the  
programmes of Rotary International 

 
For further details or an entry form contact: 

 
Mr D. Moss, 7 New Road, Mistley, Manningtree, 

Essex, CO11 2AE 
Tel:  01206 393668 

 
E-mail:  davecmoss@aol.com 

Web site:  www.manningtreerotary.org.uk 
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MORE LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

 
Dear Editor, 
 

Great Bentley (The Future) 
 

With regard to the proposed development of forty 
dwellings on Simmons’ yard.  Has anyone given any 
deep thought to this plan and the long term effects 
on our village?  Forty homes can be expected to 
produce around eighty cars coming out in the “not fit 
for purpose” one-way system, quite apart from the 
considerations of essential services, water, 
electricity, sewage, school places etc. 
 Some time ago I had a conversation with our 
then Parish Council Chairperson.  I had previously 
looked at the traffic system with our local Policeman 
(remember when we had one!!)  and we came to the 
conclusion that The Cut should be one-way from 
Plough Road to Station Road, and that traffic should 
exit by the cricket pavilion, probably onto a mini-
roundabout.  This would then facilitate a footpath 
along The Cut to allow children to walk to school 
safely, something I have heard talked about.  At the 
time I also suggested that the Parish Council should 
talk to Railtrack or whoever is currently in charge of 
our railways, and make a deal with them to open the 
old sidings as a car park, her reply was that people 
would not walk from there to the shops, well, if that is 
the case we need more yellow lines and parking 
tickets. 
 May I in my naivety also ask where is the 
village grand plan for the future, as we should 
remember that the mistakes that we make now in the 
name of progress will live on when we are no more. 
 
Norman F C Starling 
 
 

NEWS AT TEN 
 

With coffee in hand slippers on feet 
I sit there in my cosy seat 
News at Ten 
Strikes Big Ben 
A flickering screen brings to life 
Local and International strife 
A solemn newscaster reads the news 
Of various political views 
Scenes of sadness, scenes of joy 
Your mind and thought to employ. 
Ordinary folk, Kings and Queens 
Enter my life via the screen. 
Events on foreign lands 
Are brought to me, switch in hand. 
But there I sit in a heap 
More often, nodding off to sleep. 
 
D. GIBBS 

Dear Editor, 
 
Reading the letter from Pearl Sams and the reference 
to the 1841 to 1997 of continuous surnames one 
seems to be missing, that of the Clarks, going back 
rather further than the above dates, our latest on our 
family tree is a Mr Henry Clark born 1702, his wife Ann 
born 1704.  Henry died in 1734, children John born 
1731 Elizabeth born 1735.  There are two Clark boys 
in the village Raymond and Charles. 
Nobby Clark 
 
Continuous surnames you missed out CLARK, which 
is one of the oldest names in Great Bentley.  Also 
there is still Clark’s living in the village, myself and my 
brother Charlie. 
Ray Clark 
 
 
To the Editor. 

I have always been quite proud that my family have 
lived and worked in Great Bentley since at least 1746. 
Several of us went off to fight for the country from 
here. Some of us did not come home. 

On page 17 of the March edition of the Parish 
Magazine is a list of family names who have lived here 
for many years, and our name appears on that list. 
However we do not appear on the list of names that 
have survived. Are you suggesting that (a) I am no 
longer alive? or (b) I have no genetic connection to the 
people that I thought were my ancestors? Either way I 
feel quite insulted. 

Bill Herbert 
 
 
Ray Clark 
 
 

APOLOGY 
 
I am sorry that two long established names were 
omitted from the article published in last month’s 
magazine.  Apologies to the families involved. 
 
With respect to the letter from Bill, whilst realising that 
you had the same surname as those mentioned in the 
article I am afraid that I did not check the family history 
of all individuals mentioned and published the 
information in all good faith.  Apologies for the error. 
 
ED 
 
We would love to hear about your family’s connection 
to Great Bentley over the centuries.  This would, I am 
sure, make a very interesting article. 
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Cricket Club News   
 Weekend 31 March /01 April 

The Cricket Club is again taking part in the Cricketforce weekend to kick off the season.  
The aim of the weekend is to: 

Clean the Clubhouse:  Fit gates to front:  Fit security gates:  Patch paint as required:      
Renovate the score-box:      Enable disabled access:      Fit disabled toilet facilities: Install 
new external door:   Improve the plumbing and last but by no means least - prepare the bar 
for the season! 

We Need you If you have any skills i.e. Electrician, Carpenter, Builder, Decorator, Plumber, or if 
you have some free time over the weekend to come along and help with any odd jobs or cleaning 
then we will be meeting on both days at 9:30 am.  Join in and make a difference, lets build on 
the improvements made last year and again make the club an enjoyable place to spend some    
time with family friends. 

Open Day 15 April 2007 

Thjs is your chance to come along and see what we achieved over cricket force weekend.  It is also an opportunity to 
meet the committee and coaches and find out what is going on in the club over the course of the season.  The Bar will 
be having its grand opening under the management of Jeff Wright and, weather permitting, we will be having the first 
Barbecue of the year!  So come along and join in.   

        Event Starts at 1 pm 

            Bowling machine        KWIK Cricket  
Barbecue         Bar       Membership   
Meet the Coaches and Committee   

 

GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL 
 
It was great to see so many people on Walton Pier for the Bowlathon, thanks for taking the time to turn up and support 
the club.  Overall, a vast sum of about £2,500 was raised which is a phenomenal amount of money – thanks to 
everyone who pledged money or sponsored the kids.  As a footnote to this I have got to mention Harry Broomfield who 
took £10 out of his own money box so that he raised over £100 – brilliant, well done Harry. 
 Our first, of what we hope to be annual, awards nights is on the 28th April in the Village Hall in which we are 
looking to award and thank the children who play in teams, for their work over the season.  I’m sure that this will be a 
very popular evening, we are currently looking at the number of people we can get in the village hall and how we can 
sort out tickets. I have now got a deluge of clubs looking for friendlies with the Under 7’s as they start working towards 
next seasons under 8 campaign.  Jason and I will be doing our best to make sure that as many of the children as 
possible get a chance to play. We had two good games against Cornard Dynamos on Saturday a 3-1 victory in the first 
game and a 3-3 draw in the second.  
 The Under 8’s and 9’s are approaching the end of their games now and have both had excellent first seasons.  
Cliff and Neil are both delighted with the way the boys have played this season and are looking to have 2 teams in the 
league next season.  Alan and Andrew have also seen a vast improvement in the Under 9’s which was shown by their 
recent visit to Lexden Saints where they gained a very good 1-1 draw.  The Lexden managers commented afterwards 
that they’ve never seen a team improve so much during the season!  Alan and Andrew are also looking to enter two 
sides as they plan towards Under 11 football where they will play 11-a-side games. 
 The Under 14’s have finished their league season, Conkers and Jack are now planning for next year.  They 
already have more lads turning up for training wanting to play next season which is excellent. 

 Cliff and I have been working and discussing our plans with the Parish Council as we continue to 
grow.  I would like to thank the Parish Council for their ongoing support of the club and the things we are 
doing.  We will be addressing a few things in the near future including parking on the green and splitting 
training days by age group.   
 As for parking on the green it would be appreciated if you could use the road opposite the football 
club (outside the Methodist Church) to park and bring your children over so that there is not so much wear 
on the grass.  This will really help especially at this time of year when the rain is creating a soft surface.  
Whilst on the subject of rain we will update the website with information regarding whether training is on or 
not and we will attempt to do this as soon as possible. 
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 GREAT BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Prior to the start of the last Council Meeting on 1st March, a presentation was given by Mr Orrock of Mineral 
Services Limited on proposed aggregate extraction and reservoir construction at Lufkins Farm. A handout de-
tailing the proposed site of the reservoir and implications on traffic movements was given out and Mr Orrock 
explained how the reservoir would eventually be landscaped and utilised. A copy of the handout is available at 
the Resource Centre. 
 
Discussions with Bovis Homes have taken place regarding the sale of land owned by the Council at the Corner 
of Birch Avenue. This will be part of the development Bovis Homes are proposing on Mr Simmons land. Agree-
ment has been reached regarding the sale of this land but no further progress can be made due to the condi-
tion of the proposed building site. Current regulations stipulate that at least 25% should be for sheltered/low 
cost housing. 
 
Due to expansion of the Great Bentley Football Club, Councillors agreed that football may be played on The 
Green between the hours of 10am to 1pm on Sundays. 
 
54 questionnaires re the Wednesday Night Biker Meetings were returned out of 1000 issued. Generally the 
feelings of the public were quite balanced as to those in favour of the motorcyclists and those who think they 
should be stopped. There was a slight leaning towards those in favour and taking account of the large percent-
age that did not complete the questionnaire, statistically it must be assumed that most people are not specifi-
cally against bikers. The Councillors are concerned regarding insurance aspects of The Green and that the 
meeting should be organised into some form of club. It was discussed at the meeting of 23rd March with Ber-
nard Jenkins MP, Police and Highways Department with no conclusion. The matter is on-going. 
 
The stock of free green recycling boxes at the resource Centre has been replenished and is available for col-
lection. 
 
 Janet Bloomfield resigned from her post of Parish Clerk on 1st February to enable her to work out of the area.  
Her last day will be 31st March and we wish her all the best in her new venture.  
 
Diary Dates for April  
Thursday  5th   7.30pm   Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 14th   9.30am - 1030am  Councillor Surgery 
 
Resource Centre opening times: 
Tuesday 3rd             10am - 12pm 
Thursday 5th  5pm - 7pm                 (Any other date or time to suit -  
Thursday  12th  2pm - 4pm   please contact the clerk.) 
 
Just a note to say hello …….. My name is Karen Paradise and I am the new Clerk to the Parish Council. Apart 
from the times above, if you need to contact me at any time please leave a message on the answer-phone at 
the Resource Centre (01206 256410) or send an e-mail to clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk (both 
checked regularly) I will deal with your query or contact you as soon as I can.  
I am unavailable 15th – 28th April but Chris Finn, the Weeley Parish Council Clerk will be standing in for me. 
Contact him on 01255 679608.  
 
Mrs Karen Paradise 
Clerk to Great Bentley Parish Council 
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Village Hall 
 
The AGM took place on the 27th February and members received an analysis of the years activities reporting that 
despite the added increases in cost of electricity and maintenance, and the fact that the hall is now 20 years old 
and showing wear and tear which is gradually being dealt with, income and expenditure was in line with that 
forecast by the finance committee. A major change in the committee this year was the retirement of our secretary 
Lillian Matthams (I am not sure whether this coincides with the state retirement age or not – I dare not ask)!! 
 Lillian has been our successful secretary for 19 years and has always taken a keen interest in the well 
being of our hall alongside for many years her late husband David.  They were always helped and assisted in 
work they put into the hall and their fund raising efforts by their two daughters Lara and Paula.  The work of 
families like this one is what makes a successful community feeling in the village and it is so important for the 
future of Great Bentley.  She was thanked by the Chairman who wished her a happy retirement and she was 
presented with a small gift to mark the occasion.  The new secretary, Lynda McWilliams, was voted onto the 
committee at the meeting. The treasurer Hilary Burdett reported a satisfactory financial report for the last year 
with income and expenditure in line with predictions. 
 A report from Shelly Pizzey our booking secretary reported a healthy booking situation for the coming 
year.  There have been very few problems with our new booking system.  A couple of minor problems were 
quickly sorted out by our chairman. 
On the repairs and renewals side, work is under way on a revamp of the kitchen and the cost of this is supported 
by a grant obtained by Lynda McWilliams. Outside cigarette bins are to be purchased to accommodate the 
smokers and all vinyl floor surfaces in the hall will be cleaned in early April. 
 The Chairman reported that a complaints book situated in the main hall has had a positive effect in helping 
the management committee address problems.  Some complaints logged were trivial and could have easily been 
solved by the users.  There have been some complaints about the cleanliness of the crockery and there is a 
requirement by the users to leave this and the premises in a clean condition.  This has not always happened.  On 
two occasions recently kiddies parties have taken place with the hirers leaving the hall in a totally unsatisfactory 
condition.  One in particular was pretty disgusting, especially the toilet areas the result of which was that we 
nearly lost our caretaker!  As we do now have a first class daytime cleaner / caretaker – we do not want to loose 
her services.   
 If you have any small problems with your hire, please always ask Sharon Smith 250160, first and she will 
be pleased to help you. A cleanliness problem was brought to the attention of the committee by the joggers club 
and unfortunately there were circumstances at the time that led to these issues but we have taken other,s 
comments on board and this has led to a change to procedure which we hope will lead to better hiring 
arrangements. 
 
Michael Dorling - Vice Chairman 
 
 
 

BIG CAT SIGHTING IN THE TENDRING AREA 
����

I am told that some months ago (January I believe)  a lady crashed her car in the area of Saltwater Brook on the 
Brightlingsea to Clacton Road.  She was trying to avoid hitting a large black cat.  (We are not talking domestic 
size pet cat).  This incident was reported in the Evening Gazette. 
  
In the last couple of weeks a gentleman from the village was travelling towards Frating when he too saw an 
enormous black cat on the edge of farmland.  It crossed the road just before Slough Farm as you are driving 
from Great Bentley.  I will not mention this person by name as he is suffering unmercifully at the hand of 
disbelievers!!  He is a person that I would trust unequivocally as his knowledge of wildlife is second to none.  

However, since relaying what he saw on this particular evening to those who work for 
and with him, he has suffered badly and been constantly hounded with comments 
such as “Would you like a Kit Kat or Lion Bar!!!”   “You need a holiday, but for 
goodness sake don’t go to the zoo” etc. 
  
So have any readers seen anything of this nature?  You wouldn’t be the first person 
as many such sightings have, over recent years been reported to the police or 
relevant authorities.  Please let us know if you can back this information in any way.  
Ed. 
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DIARY FOR APRIL 2007 
 

W/end 31 March-1st April CRICKET CLUB SPRING CLEANING , see p. 31 

Mon 2nd EASTER FUN MORNING, Village Hall, 9.30-1pm, p. 17 

Tues 3rd W.I.  Speaker from Plough Road Fitness Centre, Village Hall, 8pm 

Wed 4th W.I. SPRING GROUP MEETING, Weeley Village Hall, p. 23 

Wed 4th BENTLEY BEARS, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Fri 6th CHILDREN’S WORKSHOP, Vestry Room, 10-11.30am, p. 28 

7th/8th/9th CAR WASH WEEKEND, Halfords, Colchester, p. 17 

Sun 8th EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES, see p. 3 

Tues 10th ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm, - Sunrise/Sunset 

Wed 11th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, outside the Plough Inn, 9.00-10.00am 

Wed 11th FARMERS MARKET, Village Hall, 2-4pm 

Thurs 12th HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 23 

Sun 15th WILDLIFE TRUST, Primrose Day & Plant Sale, p. 23 

Sun 15th CRICKET CLUB OPEN DAY,  See p. 31 

Mon 16th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 17th TRIP TO WICKEN FEN & ELY, Conservation Group, p. 20 

Tues 17th GARDENING CLUB, Village Hall, Spring Show & Quiz, 8pm 

Sat 21st AUCTION OF PROMISES,  Village Hall, 7pm, see p. 10 

Tues 24th POST STROKE INFORMATION DAY, see p. 8 

Tues 24th ART CLUB, Village Hall, 7.30pm - Still Life - Flowers 

Wed 25th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, outside the Plough Inn, 9.00-10.00am 

Wed 25th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm, p. 23 

Thurs 26th BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9-1pm, p. 9 

Thurs 26th YOUTH CLUB TASTER SESSION, see p. 10 

Fri 27th MAGAZINE COLLATING,  Vestry Room, 9am 

Sat 28th CARNIVAL QUIZ NIGHT, Vestry Room, 7.30pm, p. 28 

Forthcoming Events 
5th May GARDENING CLUB PLANT SALE, Outside Village Hall 
12th May BOXTED  METHODIST  SILVER  BAND CONCERT, see p. 7 
12th May HOSPICE PLANT  SALE , on the Green near the Cricket Club 
17/18/19 May  BENTLEY  GREEN PLAYERS , ‘GHOST WRITER ’, p. 27 
19th May ST MARY ’S CHURCH  MAY  FAYRE ,  p. 27 
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